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State agency in each State in which
the species is believed to occur, and to
each county or equivalent jurisdiction
therein in which the species is believed
to occur, and invite the comment of
each such agency and jurisdiction;

(iii) Give notice of the proposed regu-
lation to any Federal agencies, local
authorities, or private individuals or
organizations known to be affected by
the rule;

(iv) Insofar as practical, and in co-
operation with the Secretary of State,
give notice of the proposed regulation
to list, delist, or reclassify a species to
each foreign nation in which the spe-
cies is believed to occur or whose citi-
zens harvest the species on the high
seas, and invite the comment of such
nation;

(v) Give notice of the proposed regu-
lation to such professional scientific
organizations as the Secretary deems
appropriate; and

(vi) Publish a summary of the pro-
posed regulation in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in each area of the
United States in which the species is
believed to occur.

(2) Period of public comments. At least
60 days shall be allowed for public com-
ment following publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER of a rule proposing the
listing, delisting, or reclassification of
a species, or the designation or revision
of critical habitat. All other proposed
rules shall be subject to a comment pe-
riod of at least 30 days following publi-
cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The
Secretary may extend or reopen the pe-
riod for public comment on a proposed
rule upon a finding that there is good
cause to do so. A notice of any such ex-
tension or reopening shall be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER, and shall
specify the basis for so doing.

(3) Public hearings. The Secretary
shall promptly hold at least one public
hearing if any person so requests with-
in 45 days of publication of a proposed
regulation to list, delist, or reclassify a
species, or to designate or revise criti-
cal habitat. Notice of the location and
time of any such hearing shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER not
less than 15 days before the hearing is
held.

§ 424.17 Time limits and required ac-
tions.

(a) General. (1) Within 1 year of the
publication of a rule proposing to de-
termine whether a species is an endan-
gered or threatened species, or to des-
ignate or revise critical habitat, the
Secretary shall publish one of the fol-
lowing in the FEDERAL REGISTER:

(i) A final rule to implement such de-
termination or revision,

(ii) A finding that such revision
should not be made,

(iii) A notice withdrawing the pro-
posed rule upon a finding that avail-
able evidence does not justify the ac-
tion proposed by the rule, or

(iv) A notice extending such 1-year
period by an additional period of not
more than 6 months because there is
substantial disagreement among sci-
entists knowledgeable about the spe-
cies concerned regarding the suffi-
ciency or accuracy of the available
data relevant to the determination or
revision concerned.

(2) If an extension is made under
paragraph (a)(1)(iv) of this section, the
Secretary shall, within the extended
period, take one of the actions de-
scribed in paragraphs (a)(1) (i), (ii), or
(iii) of this section.

(3) If a proposed rule is withdrawn
under paragraph (a)(1)(iii) of this sec-
tion, the notice of withdrawal shall set
forth the basis upon which the pro-
posed rule has been found not to be
supported by available evidence. The
Secretary shall not again propose a
rule withdrawn under such provision
except on the basis of sufficient new in-
formation that warrants a reproposal.

(b) Critical habitat designations. A
final rule designating critical habitat
of an endangered or a threatened spe-
cies shall to the extent permissible
under § 424.12 be published concurrently
with the final rule listing such species,
unless the Secretary deems that—

(1) It is essential to the conservation
of such species that it be listed prompt-
ly; or

(2) Critical habitat of such species is
not then determinable,
in which case, the Secretary, with re-
spect to the proposed regulation to des-
ignate such habitat, may extend the 1-
year period specified in paragraph (a)
of this section by not more than one
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additional year. Not later than the
close of such additional year the Sec-
retary must publish a final regulation,
based on such data as may be available
at that time, designating, to the maxi-
mum extent prudent, such habitat.

§ 424.18 Final rules—general.
(a) Contents. A final rule promulgated

to carry out the purposes of the Act
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. This publication will contain the
complete text of the rule, a summary
of the comments and recommendations
received in response to the proposal
(including applicable public hearings),
summaries of the data on which the
rule is based and the relationship of
such data to the final rule, and a de-
scription of any conservation measures
available under the rule. Publication of
a final rule to list, delist, or reclassify
a species or designate or revise critical
habitat shall also provide a summary
of factors affecting the species. A rule
designating or revising critical habitat
will also contain a description of the
boundaries and a map of such habitat
and will, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, be accompanied by a brief de-
scription and evaluation of those ac-
tivities (whether public or private)
that might occur in the area and
which, in the opinion of the Secretary,
may adversly modify such habitat or
be affected by such designation.

(b) Effective date. A final rule shall
take effect—

(1) Not less than 30 days after it is
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER,
except as otherwise provided for good
cause found and published with the
rule; and

(2) Not less than 90 days after (i) pub-
lication in the FEDERAL REGISTER of
the proposed rule, and (ii) actual noti-
fication of any affected State agencies
and counties or equivalent jurisdic-
tions in accordance with
§ 424.16(c)(1)(ii).

(c) Disagreement with State agency. If a
State agency, given notice of a pro-
posed rule in accordance with
§ 424.16(c)(1)(ii), submits comments dis-
agreeing in whole or in part with a pro-
posed rule, and the Secretary issues a
final rule that is in conflict with such
comments, or if the Secretary fails to
adopt a regulation for which a State

agency has made a petition in accord-
ance with § 424.14, the Secretary shall
provide such agency with a written jus-
tification for the failure to adopt a rule
consistent with the agency’s comments
or petition.

§ 424.19 Final rules—impact analysis
of critical habitat.

The Secretary shall identify any sig-
nificant activities that would either af-
fect an area considered for designation
as critical habitat or be likely to be af-
fected by the designation, and shall,
after proposing designation of such an
area, consider the probable economic
and other impacts of the designation
upon proposed or ongoing activities.
The Secretary may exclude any portion
of such an area from the critical habi-
tat if the benefits of such exclusion
outweigh the benefits of specifying the
area as part of the critical habitat. The
Secretary shall not exclude any such
area if, based on the best scientific and
commercial data available, he deter-
mines that the failure to designate
that area as critical habitat will result
in the extinction of the species con-
cerned.

§ 424.20 Emergency rules.

(a) Sections 424.16, 424.17, 424.18, and
424.19 notwithstanding, the Secretary
may at any time issue a regulation im-
plementing any action described in
§ 424.10 in regard to any emergency pos-
ing a significant risk to the well-being
of a species of fish, wildlife, or plant.
Such rules shall, at the discretion of
the Secretary, take effect immediately
on publication in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. In the case of any such action
that applies to a resident species, the
Secretary shall give actual notice of
such regulation to the State agency in
each State in which such species is be-
lieved to occur. Publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER of such an emergency
rule shall provide detailed reasons why
the rule is necessary. An emergency
rule shall cease to have force and effect
after 240 days unless the procedures de-
scribed in §§ 424.16, 424.17, 424.18, and
424.19 (as appropriate) have been com-
plied with during that period.

VerDate 10<SEP>98 01:53 Oct 29, 1998 Jkt 179207 PO 00000 Frm 00396 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\179207T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 179207T


