§600.915

State action means any action author-
ized, funded, or undertaken, or pro-
posed to be authorized, funded, or un-
dertaken by a state agency.

(b) Word usage. The terms ‘‘must”,
“shall”’, “‘should”, “may’’, ‘““may not”,
“will”’, “‘could”, and ‘“‘can”’, are used in
the same manner as in §600.305(c).

§600.915 Coordination for the con-
servation and enhancement of EFH.

To further the conservation and en-
hancement of EFH in accordance with
section 305(b)(1)(D) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, NMFS will compile and
make available to other Federal and
state agencies, information on the lo-
cations of EFH, including maps and/or
narrative descriptions. NMFS will also
provide information on ways to im-
prove ongoing Federal operations to
promote the conservation and enhance-
ment of EFH. Federal and state agen-
cies empowered to authorize, fund, or
undertake actions that may adversely
affect EFH are encouraged to contact
NMFS and the Councils to become fa-
miliar with areas designated as EFH,
and potential threats to EFH, as well
as opportunities to promote the con-
servation and enhancement of such
habitat.

§600.920 Federal agency consultation
with the Secretary.

(a) Consultation generally—(1) Actions
requiring consultation. Pursuant to sec-
tion 305(b)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, Federal agencies must consult
with NMFS regarding any of their ac-
tions authorized, funded, or under-
taken, or proposed to be authorized,
funded, or undertaken that may ad-
versely affect EFH. EFH consultation
is not required for completed actions,
e.g., issued permits. Consultation is re-
quired for renewals, reviews, or sub-
stantial revisions of actions. Consulta-
tion on Federal programs delegated to
non-Federal entities is required at the
time of delegation, review, and renewal
of the delegation. EFH consultation is
required for any Federal funding of ac-
tions that may adversely affect EFH.
NMFS and Federal agencies respon-
sible for funding actions that may ad-
versely affect EFH should consult on a
programmatic level, if appropriate,
with respect to these actions.
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(2) Appropriate level of consultation. (i)
NMFS and other Federal agencies may
conduct consultation at either a pro-
grammatic or project-specific level.
Federal actions may be evaluated at a
programmatic level if sufficient infor-
mation is available to develop EFH
conservation recommendations and ad-
dress all reasonably foreseeable ad-
verse effects to EFH. Project-specific
consultations are more appropriate
when critical decisions are made at the
project implementation stage, or when
sufficiently detailed information for
the development of EFH conservation
recommendations does not exist at the
programmatic level.

(ii) If, after a Federal agency re-
quests programmatic consultation,
NMFS determines that all concerns

about adverse effects on EFH can be
addressed at a programmatic level,
NMFS will develop EFH conservation
recommendations that cover all
projects implemented under that pro-
gram, and no further EFH consultation
will be required. Alternatively, NMFS
may determine that project-specific
consultation is needed for part or all of
the program’s activities, in which case
NMFS may develop some EFH con-
servation recommendations at a pro-
grammatic level, but will also rec-
ommend that project-specific consulta-
tion will be needed to complete the
EFH consultation requirements. NMFS
may also determine that programmatic
consultation is not appropriate, in
which case all EFH conservation rec-
ommendations will be deferred to
project-specific consultations.

(b) Designation of lead agency. If more
than one Federal agency is responsible
for a Federal action, the consultation
requirements of sections 305(b)(2-4) of
the Magnuson-Stevens Act may be ful-
filled through a lead agency. The lead
agency must notify NMFS in writing
that it is representing one or more ad-
ditional agencies.

(c) Designation of non-Federal rep-
resentative. A Federal agency may des-
ignate a non-Federal representative to
conduct an abbreviated consultation or
prepare an EFH Assessment by giving
written notice of such designation to
NMFS. If a non-Federal representative



