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flounder moratorium permit are not
subject to the possession limit when
not carrying passengers for hire and
when the crew size does not exceed five
for a party boat and three for a charter
boat.

(b) If whole summer flounder are
processed into fillets, the number of
fillets will be converted to whole sum-
mer flounder at the place of landing by
dividing the fillet nhumber by two. If
summer flounder are filleted into sin-
gle (butterfly) fillets, each fillet is
deemed to be from one whole summer
flounder.

(¢) Summer flounder harvested by
vessels subject to the possession limit
with more than one person on board
may be pooled in one or more contain-
ers. Compliance with the daily posses-
sion limit will be determined by divid-
ing the number of summer flounder on
board by the number of persons on
board, other than the captain and the
crew. If there is a violation of the pos-
session limit on board a vessel carrying
more than one person, the violation
shall be deemed to have been commit-
ted by the owner and operator.

(d) Owners and operators of otter
trawl vessels issued a permit under
§648.4(a)(3) that fish with or possess
nets or pieces of net on board that do
not meet the minimum mesh require-
ments and that are not stowed in ac-
cordance with §648.104(f), may not re-
tain 100 Ib (45.3 kg) or more of summer
flounder from May 1 through October
31, or 200 Ib (90.6 kg) or more of summer
flounder from November 1 through
April 30. Summer flounder on board
these vessels must be stored so as to be
readily available for inspection in
standard 100-1b (45.3-kg) totes or fish
boxes having a liquid capacity of 18.2
gal (70 L), or a volume of not more
than 4,320 in3 (2.5 ft3 or 70.79 cm3).

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 37157, July 11, 1997; 63 FR 27868, May 21,
1998]

§648.106 Sea turtle conservation.

This section will be suspended during
the effectiveness of any temporary reg-
ulations issued to regulate incidental
take of sea turtles in the summer
flounder fishery under authority of the
ESA under parts 217, 222, 227 of this
title. Such suspensions and temporary

§648.106

regulations will be issued by publica-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER and will
be effective for a specified period of
time, not to exceed 1 year.

(a) Sea turtle handling and resuscita-
tion. The sea turtle handling and resus-
citation requirements specified in
§227.72(e)(1) (i) and (ii) of this title
apply with respect to sea turtles inci-
dentally taken by a vessel fishing for
summer flounder.

(b) Sea turtle monitoring and assess-
ment program. (1) The Regional Admin-
istrator will establish a monitoring
and assessment program, in coopera-
tion with the MAFMC and the State of
North Carolina, to measure the inci-
dental take of sea turtles in the sum-
mer flounder fishery, monitor compli-
ance with required conservation meas-
ures by trawlers, and predict inter-
actions between the fishery and sea
turtles to prevent turtle mortalities.

(2) A scientifically designed, ob-
server-based monitoring program in ac-
cordance with §648.11 may be used to
gather scientific data measuring the
incidental take of turtles by trawlers
in the summer flounder fishery and to
report turtle distribution and abun-
dance.

(3) A cooperative sea turtle monitor-
ing and assessment program utilizing a
variety of information, including aerial
and vessel surveys; onboard observers;
individually tagged turtles; physical
parameters, such as sea surface tem-
peratures, and reports from the sea
turtle stranding network; and other
relevant and reliable information, will
assess and predict turtle distribution,
abundance, movement patterns, and
timing to provide information to
NMFS to prevent turtle mortality
caused by the summer flounder fishery.

(c) Required use of Turtle Excluder De-
vices (TED). The Regional Adminis-
trator will require the use of a NMFS-
approved TED by any vessels engaged
in summer flounder fishing operations
and utilizing trawl gear on or after Oc-
tober 15 as necessary to protect sea
turtles. The Regional Administrator
will publish notification in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER with the specific time
period. Descriptions of NMFS-approved
TEDs can be found in §227.72(e)(4) of
this title. This requirement applies to
vessels within the EEZ bounded on the
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north by a line along 37°05' N. lat.,
bounded on the south by a line along
33°35' N. lat., and bounded on the east
by a line 7 nm from the shoreward
boundary of the EEZ.

(d) Closure of the fishery. The Re-
gional Administrator may close the
summer flounder fishery in the EEZ, or
any part thereof, after consultation
with the MAFMC, the Director of the
State of North Carolina Division of Ma-
rine Fisheries, and the marine fisheries
agency of any other affected state, by
publishing notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER. The Regional Administrator
shall take such action if he/she deter-
mines a closure is necessary to avoid
jeopardizing the continued existence of
any species listed under the ESA. The
determination of the impact on sea
turtles must be based on turtle mor-
talities and projections of turtle mor-
tality by the NMFS monitoring and as-
sessment program. A closure will be
applicable to those areas specified in
the notification and for the period
specified in the notification. The Re-
gional Administrator will provide as
much advance notice as possible, con-
sistent with the requirements of the
ESA, and will have the closure an-
nounced on channel 16 of the marine
VHF radio. A closure may prohibit all
fishing operations, may prohibit the
use of certain gear, may require that
gear be stowed, or may impose similar
types of restrictions on fishing activi-
ties. The prohibitions, restrictions, and
duration of the closure will be specified
in the notification.

(e) Reopening of the fishery. (1) The
Regional Administrator may reopen
the summer flounder fishery in the
EEZ, or any part thereof, after con-
sultation with the MAFMC, the Direc-
tor of the State of North Carolina Divi-
sion of Marine Fisheries, and the ma-
rine fisheries agency of any other af-
fected state, by publishing notification
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The Re-
gional Administrator may reopen the
summer flounder fishery in the EEZ, or
any part thereof, if additional sea tur-
tle conservation measures are imple-
mented and if projections of NMFS’ sea
turtle monitoring program indicate
that such measures will ensure that
continued operation of the summer
flounder fishery is not likely to jeop-

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-98 Edition)

ardize the continued existence of any
species listed under the ESA.

(2) The Regional Administrator may
reopen the summer flounder fishery in
the EEZ, or any part thereof, if the sea
turtle monitoring program indicates
changed conditions and if projections
of the sea turtle monitoring program
indicate that NMFS can ensure that
continued operation of the summer
flounder fishery is not likely to jeop-
ardize the continued existence of any
species listed under the ESA.

(f) Additional sea turtle conservation
measures. (1) The Regional Adminis-
trator may impose additional sea tur-
tle conservation measures, including
tow-time requirements, in the EEZ,
after consultation with the MAFMC,
the Director of the State of North
Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries,
and the marine fisheries agency of any
other affected state, by publishing no-
tification in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
The Regional Administrator shall take
such action if he/she determines fur-
ther measures are necessary to avoid
jeopardizing the continued existence of
any species listed under the ESA or if
such action would allow reopening of
the summer flounder fishery in the
EEZ. The determination of the impact
on sea turtles must be based on turtle
mortalities and projections of turtle
mortality by the NMFS monitoring
and assessment program.

(2) Consistent with the procedures
specified in §648.10, the Regional Ad-
ministrator may require that all or a
certain portion of the vessels engaged
in fishing for summer flounder carry
observers, consistent with the require-
ments of §648.10, to gather data on inci-
dental capture of sea turtles and to
monitor compliance with required con-
servation measures. This requirement
may apply to certain types of vessels,
certain areas, or during certain times
of the year.

(g) Experimental projects. Notwith-
standing paragraphs (a) through (f) of
this section, the Regional Adminis-
trator may authorize summer flounder
fishing, as a part of experimental
projects to measure turtle capture
rates, to monitor turtle abundance, to
test alternative gear or equipment, or
for other research purposes. Research
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must be approved by the Regional Ad-
ministrator, and it must not be likely
to jeopardize the continued existence
of any species listed under the ESA.
The Regional Administrator will im-
pose such conditions as he/she deter-
mines necessary to ensure adequate
turtle protection during experimental
projects. Individual authorizations
may be issued in writing. Authoriza-
tions applying to multiple vessels will
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 14651, Mar. 27, 1997]

Subpart H—-Management
Measures for the Scup Fishery

SOURCE: 61 FR 43426, Aug. 23, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

§648.120 Catch quotas and other re-
strictions.

(a) Annual review. The Scup Monitor-
ing Committee shall review the follow-
ing data, subject to availability, on or
before August 15 of each year. This re-
view will be conducted to determine
the allowable levels of fishing and
other restrictions necessary to achieve
an exploitation rate of 47 percent in
1997, 1998, and 1999, 33 percent in 2000
and 2001, and 19 percent in 2002 and
thereafter: Commercial and rec-
reational catch data; current estimates
of fishing mortality; stock status; re-
cent estimates of recruitment; virtual
population analysis results; levels of
noncompliance by fishermen or indi-
vidual states; impact of size/mesh regu-
lations; impact of gear on the mortal-
ity of scup; and any other relevant in-
formation.

(b) Recommended measures. Based on
this review, the Scup Monitoring Com-
mittee shall recommend the following
measures to the Demersal Species
Committee of the MAFMC and the
Commission to assure that the exploi-
tation rate specified in paragraph (a) of
this section will not be exceeded:

(1) The commercial quota for each of
the three periods specified in paragraph
(d)(1) of this section, to be set from a
range of 0 to the maximum allowed to
achieve the specified exploitation rate.
The commercial quota will be estab-
lished by estimating the annual total
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allowable catch (TAC), allocating it
into the three periods, and deducting
the discard estimates for each period.

(2) Landing limits for the Winter |
and Winter 11 periods.

(3) Percent of landings attained at
which the landing limit for the Winter
I period will be reduced.

(4) Commercial minimum fish size.

(5) Minimum mesh size.

(6) Recreational possession limit set
from a range of 0 to 50 scup to achieve
the specified exploitation rate.

(7) Recreational minimum fish size
set from a range of 7 inches (17.8 cm)
TL to 10 inches (25.4 cm) TL.

(8) Recreational season.

(9) Restrictions on gear.

(10) Season and area closures in the
commercial fishery.

(c) Annual fishing measures. The
Demersal Species Committee shall re-
view the recommendations of the Scup
Monitoring Committee. Based on these
recommendations and any public com-
ment, the Demersal Species Committee
shall recommend to the MAFMC meas-
ures necessary to assure that the speci-
fied exploitation rate will not be ex-
ceeded. The MAFMC shall review these
recommendations and, based on these
recommendations and any public com-
ment, recommend to the Regional Ad-
ministrator measures necessary to as-
sure that the specified exploitation
rate will not be exceeded. The
MAFMC’s recommendation must in-
clude supporting documentation, as ap-
propriate, concerning the environ-
mental and economic impacts of the
recommendations. The Regional Ad-
ministrator shall review these rec-
ommendations and any recommenda-
tions of the Commission. After such re-
view, NMFS will publish a proposed
rule in the FEDERAL REGISTER by Octo-
ber 15 to implement a commercial
quota, specifying the amount of quota
allocated to each of the three periods,
landing limits for the Winter | and
Winter 1l periods, the percentage of
landings attained during the Winter |
fishery at which the landing limits will
be reduced, a recreational harvest
limit and additional management
measures for the commercial fishery.
NMFS will publish a proposed rule in
the FEDERAL REGISTER by February 15
to implement additional management
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