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Fishery Conservation and Management § 648.123

named designee, for each state in-
volved. The letter(s) must certify that
all pertinent state requirements have
been met and identify the states in-
volved and the amount of quota to be
transferred or combined.

(1) Within 10 working days following
the receipt of the letter(s) from the
states involved, the Regional Adminis-
trator shall notify the appropriate
state officials of the disposition of the
request. In evaluating requests to
transfer a quota or combine quotas, the
Regional Administrator shall consider
whether:

(i) The transfer or combination would
preclude the overall Summer period
quota from being fully harvested.

(ii) The transfer addresses an unfore-
seen variation or contingency in the
fishery.

(iii) The transfer is consistent with
the objectives of the Summer Floun-
der, Scup, and Black Sea Bass FMP and
the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

(2) The transfer of quota or the com-
bination of quotas will be valid only for
the Summer period for which the re-
quest was made and will be effective
upon the filing by NMFS of a notifica-
tion of approval of the quota transfer
or combination with the Office of the
Federal Register.

(3) A state may not submit a request
to transfer quota or combine quotas if
a request to which it is party is pend-
ing before the Regional Administrator.
A state may submit a new request
when it receives notice that the Re-
gional Administrator has disapproved
the previous request or when notifica-
tion of approval of the quota transfer
or combination has been filed at the
Office of the Federal Register.

(4) If there is a quota overage among
states involved in the combination of
quotas at the end of the Summer pe-
riod, the overage will be deducted from
the following Summer period’s quota
for each of the states involved in the
combined quota. The deduction will be
proportional, based on each state’s rel-
ative share of the combined quota for
the previous Summer period. A trans-
fer of quota or combination of quotas
does not alter any state’s percentage
share of the overall Summer period

quota specified in paragraph (d) of this
section.

[61 FR 43426, Aug. 23, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 27984, May 22, 1997]

§ 648.121 Closures.
(a) Winter closures. The Regional Ad-

ministrator will monitor the harvest of
commercial quota for each Winter pe-
riod based on dealer reports, state
data, and other available information
and shall determine the date when the
commercial quota for a Winter period
will be harvested. NMFS shall close the
EEZ to fishing for scup by commercial
vessels for the remainder of the indi-
cated period by publishing notification
in the FEDERAL REGISTER advising
that, effective upon a specific date, the
commercial quota for that period has
been harvested, and notifying vessel
and dealer permit holders that no com-
mercial quota is available for landing
scup for the remainder of the period.

(b) Summer closure. The Regional Ad-
ministrator will monitor the Summer
period state commercial quota based
on dealer reports, state data, and other
available information, and shall deter-
mine the date when a state’s commer-
cial quota will be harvested. NMFS
shall publish notification in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER advising a state that,
effective upon a specific date, its Sum-
mer period commercial quota has been
harvested and notifying vessel and
dealer permit holders that no Summer
period commercial quota is available
for landing scup in that state for the
remainder of the period.

[62 FR 27985, May 22, 1997]

§ 648.122 Season and area restrictions.
If the MAFMC determines through

its annual review process that seasonal
restrictions or area closures are nec-
essary for the commercial or rec-
reational sectors to assure that the ex-
ploitation rate is not exceeded, or to
attain other FMP objectives, such
measures will be enacted through the
procedure specified in § 648.120.

§ 648.123 Gear restrictions.
(a) Travel vessel gear restrictions—(1)

Minimum mesh size. The owners or oper-
ators of otter trawlers issued a scup
moratorium permit, and that possess
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