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be aboard a federally permitted fishing
vessel in any capacity while the vessel
is at sea or engaged in offloading. Pro-
cedures governing enforcement related
permit sanctions and denials are found
at subpart D of 15 CFR part 904.

(o) Vessel owner responsibility. Vessel
owners are responsible for ensuring
that their vessels are operated by an
individual with a valid operator’s per-
mit issued under this section.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43425, Aug. 23, 1996; 61 FR 58465, Nov. 15,
1996]

§ 648.6 Dealer/processor permits.
(a) General. All NE multispecies, sea

scallop, summer flounder, surf clam
and ocean quahog dealers, and surf
clam and ocean quahog processors
must have been issued under this sec-
tion, and have in their possession, a
valid permit for these species. As of
January 1, 1997, all mackerel, squid,
and butterfish dealers and all scup
dealers, and, as of June 1, 1997, all
black sea bass dealers must have been
issued under this section, and have in
their possession, a valid permit for
these species.

(b) Dealer/processor permit applications.
Same as § 648.5(b).

(c) Information requirements. Applica-
tions must contain at least the follow-
ing information, and any other infor-
mation required by the Regional Ad-
ministrator: Company name, place(s)
of business (principal place of business
if applying for a surf clam and ocean
quahog permit), mailing address(es)
and telephone number(s), owner’s
name, dealer permit number (if a re-
newal), name and signature of the per-
son responsible for the truth and accu-
racy of the application, a copy of the
certificate of incorporation if the busi-
ness is a corporation, and a copy of the
Partnership Agreement and the names
and addresses of all partners if the
business is a partnership.

(d) Fees. Same as § 648.4(d).
(e) Issuance. Except as provided in

subpart D of 15 CFR part 904, the Re-
gional Administrator will issue a per-
mit at any time during the fishing year
to an applicant, unless the applicant
fails to submit a completed applica-
tion. An application is complete when
all requested forms, information, and

documentation have been received and
the applicant has submitted all appli-
cable reports specified in § 648.7 during
the 12 months immediately preceding
the application. Upon receipt of an in-
complete or improperly executed appli-
cation, the Regional Administrator
will notify the applicant of the defi-
ciency in the application. If the appli-
cant fails to correct the deficiency
within 30 days following the date of no-
tification, the application will be con-
sidered abandoned.

(f) Expiration. Same as § 648.4(g).
(g) Duration. A permit is valid until

it is revoked, suspended, or modified
under 15 CFR part 904, or otherwise ex-
pires, or ownership changes, or the ap-
plicant has failed to report any change
in the information on the permit appli-
cation to the Regional Administrator
as required by paragraph (j) of this sec-
tion.

(h) Reissuance. Reissued permits, for
otherwise valid permits, may be issued
by the Regional Administrator when
requested in writing by the applicant,
stating the need for reissuance and the
Federal dealer permit number as-
signed. An application for a reissued
permit will not be considered a new ap-
plication. An appropriate fee may be
charged.

(i) Transfer. Permits issued under this
part are not transferable or assignable.
A permit is valid only for the person to
whom, or other business entity to
which, it is issued.

(j) Change in application information.
Same as § 648.5(k).

(k) Alteration. Same as § 648.4(i).
(l) Display. Same as § 648.5(m).
(m) Federal versus state requirements.

If a requirement of this part differs
from a fisheries management measure
required by state law, any dealer issued
a Federal dealer permit must comply
with the more restrictive requirement.

(n) Sanctions. Same as § 648.4(m).

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43425, Aug. 23, 1996; 61 FR 58465, Nov. 15,
1996]

§ 648.7 Recordkeeping and reporting
requirements.

(a) Dealers—(1) Detailed weekly report.
Federally permitted dealers must sub-
mit to the Regional Administrator or
to the official designee a detailed
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weekly report, within the time periods
specified in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion, on forms supplied by or approved
by the Regional Administrator and a
report of all fish purchases, except surf
clam and ocean quahog dealers or proc-
essors who are required to report only
surf clam and ocean quahog purchases.
If authorized in writing by the Re-
gional Administrator, dealers may sub-
mit reports electronically or through
other media. The following informa-
tion, and any other information re-
quired by the Regional Administrator,
must be provided in the report:

(i) Summer flounder, scup, black sea
bass, Atlantic sea scallop, NE multi-
species, Atlantic mackerel, squid and
butterfish dealers must provide: Dealer
name and mailing address; dealer per-
mit number; name and permit number
or name and hull number (USCG docu-
mentation number or state registra-
tion number, whichever is applicable)
of vessels from which fish are landed or
received; trip identifier for a trip from
which fish are landed or received; dates
of purchases; pounds by species (by
market category, if applicable); price
per pound by species (by market cat-
egory, if applicable) or total value by
species (by market category, if applica-
ble); port landed; and any other infor-
mation deemed necessary by the Re-
gional Administrator. All report forms
must be signed by the dealer or other
authorized individual. If no fish are
purchased during a reporting week, no
written report is required to be submit-
ted. If no fish are purchased during an
entire reporting month, a report so
stating on the required form must be
submitted.

(ii) Surf clam and ocean quahog proc-
essors and dealers must provide: Date
of purchase or receipt; name, permit
number and mailing address; number of
bushels by species; cage tag numbers;
allocation permit number; vessel name
and permit number; price per bushel by
species. Dealers must also report dis-
position of surf clams or ocean qua-
hogs, including name and permit num-
ber of recipients. Processors must also
report size distribution and meat yield
per bushel by species.

(2) Weekly IVR system reports. (i) Fed-
erally permitted dealers purchasing
quota-managed species not deferred

from coverage by the Regional Admin-
istrator pursuant to paragraph (a)(2)(ii)
of this section must submit, within the
time period specified in paragraph (f) of
this section, the following information,
and any other information required by
the Regional Administrator, to the Re-
gional Administrator or to an official
designee, via the IVR system estab-
lished by the Regional Administrator:
Dealer permit number; dealer code;
pounds purchased, by species; reporting
week in which species were purchased;
and state of landing for each species
purchased. If no purchases of quota-
managed species not deferred from cov-
erage by the Regional Administrator
pursuant to paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this
section were made during the week, a
report so stating must be submitted
through the IVR system in accordance
with paragraph (f) of this section.

(ii) The Regional Administrator may
defer any quota-managed species from
the IVR system reporting requirements
if landings are not expected to reach
levels that would cause the applicable
target exploitation rate corresponding
to a given domestic annual harvest
limit, target or actual TAC, or annual
or seasonal quota specified for that
species to be exceeded. The Regional
Administrator shall base any such de-
termination on the purchases reported,
by species, in the comprehensive writ-
ten reports submitted by dealers and
other available information. If the Re-
gional Administrator determines that
any quota-managed species should be
deferred from the weekly IVR system
reporting requirements, the Regional
Administrator shall publish notifica-
tion so stating in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. If data indicate that landing lev-
els have increased to an extent that
this determination ceases to be valid,
the Regional Administrator shall ter-
minate the deferral by publishing noti-
fication in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(3) Annual report. All persons required
to submit reports under paragraph
(a)(1) of this section are required to
submit the following information on an
annual basis, on forms supplied by the
Regional Administrator:

(i) Summer flounder, scup, black sea
bass, Atlantic sea scallop, NE multi-
species, Atlantic mackerel, squid, and
butterfish dealers must complete the
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‘‘Employment Data’’ section of the An-
nual Processed Products Report; com-
pletion of the other sections of that
form is voluntary. Reports must be
submitted to the address supplied by
the Regional Administrator.

(ii) Surf clam and ocean quahog proc-
essors and dealers must provide the av-
erage number of processing plant em-
ployees during each month of the year
just ended; average number of employ-
ees engaged in production of processed
surf clam and ocean quahog products,
by species, during each month of the
year just ended; plant capacity to proc-
ess surf clam and ocean quahog
shellstock, or to process surf clam and
ocean quahog meats into finished prod-
ucts, by species; an estimate, for the
next year, of such processing capac-
ities; and total payroll for surf clam
and ocean quahog processing, by
month. If the plant processing capac-
ities required to be reported in this
paragraph (a)(3)(ii) change more than
10 percent during any year, the proc-
essor shall notify the Regional Admin-
istrator in writing within 10 days after
the change.

(b) Vessel owners—(1) Fishing Vessel
Trip Reports—(i) Owners of vessels issued
a summer flounder, scup, black sea bass,
Atlantic sea scallop, NE multispecies, or
Atlantic mackerel, squid, and butterfish
permits. The owner or operator of any
vessel issued a permit for summer
flounder, scup, black sea bass, Atlantic
sea scallops, NE multispecies, Atlantic
mackerel, squid or butterfish must
maintain on board the vessel, and sub-
mit, an accurate daily fishing log re-
port for all fishing trips, regardless of
species fished for or taken, on forms
supplied by or approved by the Re-
gional Administrator. If authorized in
writing by the Regional Administrator,
vessel owners or operators may submit
reports electronically, for example by
using a VTS or other system. At least
the following information, and any
other information required by the Re-
gional Administrator, must be pro-
vided: Vessel name; USCG documenta-
tion number (or state registration
number, if undocumented); permit
number; date/time sailed; date/time
landed; trip type; number of crew;
number of anglers (if a party or charter
boat); gear fished; quantity and size of

gear; mesh/ring size; chart area fished;
average depth; latitude/longitude (or
loran station and bearings); total hauls
per area fished; average tow time dura-
tion; pounds (or count, if a party or
charter vessel), by species, of all spe-
cies landed or discarded; dealer permit
number; dealer name; date sold, port
and state landed; and vessel operator’s
name, signature, and operator permit
number (if applicable).

(ii) Surf clam and ocean quahog vessel
owners and operators. The owner or op-
erator of any vessel conducting any
surf clam and ocean quahog fishing op-
erations, except those conducted exclu-
sively in waters of a state that requires
cage tags or when he/she has surren-
dered the surf clam and ocean quahog
fishing vessel permit, shall maintain,
on board the vessel, an accurate daily
fishing log for each fishing trip, on
forms supplied by the Regional Admin-
istrator, showing at least: Name and
permit number of the vessel, total
amount in bushels of each species
taken, date(s) caught, time at sea, du-
ration of fishing time, locality fished,
crew size, crew share by percentage,
landing port, date sold, price per bush-
el, buyer, tag numbers from cages used,
quantity of surf clams and ocean qua-
hogs discarded, and allocation permit
number.

(iii) Owners of party and charter boats.
The owner of any party or charter boat
issued a summer flounder or scup per-
mit other than a moratorium permit
and carrying passengers for hire shall
maintain on board the vessel, and sub-
mit, an accurate daily fishing log re-
port for each charter or party fishing
trip that lands summer flounder or
scup, unless such a vessel is also issued
a moratorium permit for summer
flounder, a permit for sea scallop, or
NE multispecies, or, as of January 1,
1997, a permit for mackerel, squid or
butterfish, or a moratorium permit for
scup, or, as of June 1, 1997, a permit for
black sea bass, in which case a fishing
log report is required for each trip re-
gardless of species retained. If author-
ized in writing by the Regional Admin-
istrator, vessel owners may submit re-
ports electronically, for example, by
using a VTS or other media. At least
the following information, and any
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other information required by the Re-
gional Administrator, must be pro-
vided: Vessel name; USGC documenta-
tion number (or state registration
number, if undocumented); permit
number; date/time sailed; date/time
landed; trip type; number of crew;
number of anglers; gear fished; quan-
tity and size of gear; chart area fished;
average depth; latitude/longitude (or
loran station and bearings); average
tow time duration; count, by species, of
all species landed or discarded; port
and state landed; and vessel operator’s
name, signature, and operator permit
number (if applicable).

(c) When to fill out a log report. Log re-
ports required by paragraph (b)(1)(i) of
this section must be filled out, except
for information required but not yet
ascertainable, before offloading or
landing has begun. All information
must be filled out before starting the
next fishing trip. Log reports required
by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this section
must be filled out before landing any
surf clams or ocean quahogs. Log re-
ports required by paragraph (b)(1)(iii)
of this section must be filled out, ex-
cept for information required but not
yet ascertainable, before offloading or
landing has begun. All information re-
quired in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this
section must be filled out for each fish-
ing trip by the end of each fishing trip.

(d) Inspection. All persons required to
submit reports under this section, upon
the request of an authorized officer, or
by an employee of NMFS designated by
the Regional Administrator to make
such inspections, must make imme-
diately available for inspection copies
of the required reports that have been
submitted, or should have been submit-
ted, and the records upon which the re-
ports were based. At any time during
or after a trip, owners and operators
must make immediately available for
inspection the fishing log reports cur-
rently in use, or to be submitted.

(e) Record retention. Copies of reports,
and records upon which the reports
were based, must be retained and be
available for review for 1 year after the
date of the last entry on the report.
Copies of fishing log reports must be
retained and available for review for 1
year after the date of the last entry on
the log. Dealers must retain required

reports and records at their principal
place of business.

(f) Submitting reports—(1) Dealer or
processor reports. (i) Detailed weekly
trip reports, required by paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, must be post-
marked or received within 16 days after
the end of each reporting week. If no
fish are purchased during a reporting
month, the report so stating required
under paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section
must be postmarked or received within
16 days after the end of the reporting
month.

(ii) Weekly IVR system reports re-
quired in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion must be submitted via the IVR
system by midnight, Eastern time,
each Tuesday for the previous report-
ing week.

(iii) Annual reports for a calendar
year must be postmarked or received
by February 10 of the following year.
Contact the Regional Administrator
(see Table 1 to § 600.502) for the address
of NMFS Statistics.

(2) Fishing vessel log reports. Fishing
log reports must be received or post-
marked, if mailed, within 15 days after
the end of the reporting month. Each
owner will be sent forms and instruc-
tions, including the address to which
reports are to be submitted, shortly
after receipt of a Federal fisheries per-
mit. If no fishing trip is made during a
month, a report stating so must be sub-
mitted.

(3) At-sea purchasers, receivers, or proc-
essors. All persons purchasing, receiv-
ing, or processing any summer floun-
der, or, as of January 1, 1997, mackerel,
squid, or butterfish, or scup, or, as of
June 1, 1997, black sea bass at sea for
landing at any port of the United
States must submit information iden-
tical to that required by paragraph
(a)(1) or (a)(2) of this section, as appli-
cable, and provide those reports to the
Regional Administrator or designee on
the same frequency basis.

(g) Additional data and sampling. Fed-
erally permitted dealers must allow ac-
cess to their premises and make avail-
able to an official designee of the Re-
gional Administrator any fish pur-
chased from vessels for the collection
of biological data. Such data include,
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but are not limited to, length measure-
ments of fish and the collection of age
structures such as otoliths or scales.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43425, Aug. 23, 1996; 61 FR 58465, Nov. 15,
1996; 62 FR 14646, Mar. 27, 1997; 63 FR 52640,
Oct. 1, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 63 FR 52640, Oct.
1, 1998, § 648.7 was amended by redesignating
paragraph (a)(2) as paragraph (a)(3); by add-
ing new paragraphs (a)(2) and (g); by remov-
ing paragraph (b)(1)(iii); and by revising the
heading and the first sentence of paragraph
(a)(1) introductory text, and paragraphs
(a)(1)(i), (a)(3)(i), (a)(3)(ii), (b)(1)(i) and (f)(1),
effective Nov. 1, 1998. For the convenience of
the user, the superseded text is set forth as
follows:

§ 648.7 Recordkeeping and reporting re-
quirements.

(a) Dealers—(1) Weekly report. Federally-
permitted dealers must send by mail to the
Regional Administrator, or official designee,
on a weekly basis on forms supplied by or ap-
proved by the Regional Administrator, a re-
port of fish purchases, except that surf clam
and ocean quahog dealers or processors are
required only to report surf clam and ocean
quahog purchases. * * *

(i) Summer flounder, scallop, NE multispe-
cies, and, as of January 1, 1997, mackerel,
squid or butterfish, and scup dealers, and, as
of June 1, 1997, black sea bass dealers, must
provide: Name and mailing address of dealer,
dealer number, name and permit number of
the vessels from which fish are landed or re-
ceived, dates of purchases, pounds by species,
price by species, and port landed. If no fish
are purchased during the week, a report so
stating must be submitted. All report forms
must be signed by the dealer or other au-
thorized individual.

* * * * *

(3) * * *
(i) Summer flounder, scallop, NE multispe-

cies, and, as of January 1, 1997, mackerel,
squid, or butterfish and scup, and, as of June
1, 1997, black sea bass dealers must complete
the ‘‘Employment Data’’ section of the An-
nual Processed Products Reports; completion
of the other sections of that form is vol-
untary. Reports must be submitted to the
address supplied by the Regional Adminis-
trator.

(ii) Surf clam and ocean quahog processors
and dealers must provide the average num-
ber of processing plant employees during
each month of the year just ended; average
number of employees engaged in production
of processed surf clam and ocean quahog
products, by species, during each month of
the year just ended; plant capacity to proc-

ess surf clam and ocean quahog shellstock,
or to process surf clam and ocean quahog
meats into finished products, by species; an
estimate, for the next year, of such process-
ing capacities; and total payroll for surf
clam and ocean quahog processing, by
month. If the plant processing capacities de-
scribed in this paragraph (a)(2)(ii) change
more than 10 percent during any year, the
processor shall promptly notify the Regional
Administrator.

(b) * * *
(1) * * *
(i) Owners of vessels issued a moratorium per-

mit for summer flounder, mackerel, squid, or
butterfish, scup or black sea bass, or a permit
for sea scallop or multispecies. The owner or
operator of any vessel issued a moratorium
permit for summer flounder, or, as of Janu-
ary 1, 1997, mackerel, squid, or butterfish, or
scup, or as of June 1, 1997, black sea bass, or
a permit for sea scallops, or NE multispecies,
must maintain on board the vessel, and sub-
mit, an accurate daily fishing log report for
all fishing trips, regardless of species fished
for or taken, on forms supplied by or ap-
proved by the Regional Administrator. If au-
thorized in writing by the Regional Adminis-
trator, vessel owners or operators may sub-
mit reports electronically, for example by
using a VTS or other media. At least the fol-
lowing information, and any other informa-
tion required by the Regional Administrator,
must be provided: Vessel name; USCG docu-
mentation number (or state registration
number, if undocumented); permit number;
date/time sailed; date/time landed; trip type;
number of crew; number of anglers (if a char-
ter or party boat); gear fished; quantity and
size of gear; mesh/ring size; chart area fished;
average depth; latitude/longitude (or loran
station and bearings); total hauls per area
fished; average tow time duration; pounds,
by species, of all species landed or discarded;
dealer permit number; dealer name; date
sold; port and state landed; and vessel opera-
tor’s name, signature, and operator permit
number (if applicable).

* * * * *

(f) * * *
(1) Dealer or processor reports. Weekly dealer

or processor reports must be received or
postmarked, if mailed, within 3 days after
the end of each reporting week. Each dealer
will be sent forms and instructions, includ-
ing the address to which to submit reports,
shortly after receipt of a dealer permit. If no
fish or fish product was purchased during a
week, a report so stating must be submitted.
Annual reports for a calendar year must be
submitted to NMFS Statistics, and must be
postmarked by February 10 of the following
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year. Contact the Regional Administrator
for the address of NMFS Statistics.

* * * * *

§ 648.8 Vessel identification.
(a) Vessel name and official number.

Each fishing vessel subject to this part
and over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered
length must:

(1) Affix permanently its name on the
port and starboard sides of the bow
and, if possible, on its stern.

(2) Display its official number on the
port and starboard sides of the deck-
house or hull, and on an appropriate
weather deck so as to be clearly visible
from enforcement vessels and aircraft.
The official number is the USCG docu-
mentation number or the vessel’s state
registration number for vessels not re-
quired to be documented under title 46
U.S.C.

(b) Numerals. Except as provided in
paragraph (d) of this section, the offi-
cial number must be displayed in block
arabic numerals in contrasting color at
least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in height for
fishing vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) in reg-
istered length, and at least 10 inches
(25.4 cm) in height for all other vessels
over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered length.
The registered length of a vessel, for
purposes of this section, is that reg-
istered length set forth in USCG or
state records.

(c) Duties of owner. The owner of each
vessel subject to this part shall ensure
that—

(1) The vessel’s name and official
number are kept clearly legible and in
good repair.

(2) No part of the vessel, its rigging,
its fishing gear, or any other object ob-
structs the view of the official number
from any enforcement vessel or air-
craft.

(d) Non-permanent marking. Vessels
carrying recreational fishing parties on
a per capita basis or by charter must
use markings that meet the above re-
quirements, except for the requirement
that they be affixed permanently to
the vessel. The non-permanent mark-
ings must be displayed in conformity
with the above requirements.

(e) New Jersey surf clam or ocean qua-
hog vessels. Instead of complying with
paragraph (a) of this section, surf clam

or ocean quahog vessels licensed under
New Jersey law may use the appro-
priate vessel identification markings
established by that state.

§ 648.9 VTS requirements.

(a) Approval. The Regional Adminis-
trator will annually approve VTSs that
meet the minimum performance cri-
teria specified in paragraph (b) of this
section. Any changes to the perform-
ance criteria will be published annu-
ally in the FEDERAL REGISTER and a
list of approved VTSs will be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER upon addi-
tion or deletion of a VTS from the list.
In the event that a VTS is deleted from
the list, vessel owners that purchased a
VTS unit that is part of that VTS prior
to publication of the revised list will be
considered to be in compliance with
the requirement to have an approved
unit, unless otherwise notified by the
Regional Administrator.

(b) Minimum VTS performance criteria.
The basic required features of the VTS
are as follows:

(1) The VTS shall be tamper proof,
i.e., shall not permit the input of false
positions; furthermore, if a system uses
satellites to determine position, sat-
ellite selection should be automatic to
provide an optimal fix and should not
be capable of being manually over-
ridden by any person aboard a fishing
vessel or by the vessel owner.

(2) The VTS shall be fully automatic
and operational at all times, regardless
of weather and environmental condi-
tions.

(3) The VTS shall be capable of track-
ing vessels in all U.S. waters in the At-
lantic Ocean from the shoreline of each
coastal state to a line 215 nm offshore
and shall provide position accuracy to
within 400 m (1,300 ft).

(4) The VTS shall be capable of trans-
mitting and storing information in-
cluding vessel identification, date,
time, and latitude/longitude.

(5) The VTS shall provide accurate
hourly position transmissions every
day of the year. In addition, the VTS
shall allow polling of individual vessels
or any set of vessels at any time and
receive position reports in real time.
For the purposes of this specification,
‘‘real time’’ shall constitute data that
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