Fishery Conservation and Management

GREAT SOUTH CHANNEL CRITICAL HABITAT
CLOSURE AREA
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41°38' N 68°13' W
(c) Framework adjustment. (1) At least

annually, the Regional Administrator
will provide the NEFMC with the best
available information on the status of
Gulf of Maine harbor porpoise, includ-
ing estimates of abundance and esti-
mates of bycatch in the sink gillnet
fishery. Within 60 days of receipt of
that information, the NEFMC’s HPRT
shall complete a review of the data, as-
sess the adequacy of existing regula-
tions, evaluate the impacts of other
measures that reduce harbor porpoise
take and, if necessary, recommend ad-
ditional measures in light of the
NEFMC’s harbor porpoise mortality re-
duction goals. In addition, the HPRT
shall make a determination on whether
other conservation issues exist that re-
quire a management response to meet
the goals and objectives outlined in the
NE Multispecies FMP. The HPRT shall
report its findings and recommenda-
tions to the NEFMC.

(2) After receiving and reviewing the
HPRT’s findings and recommendations,
the NEFMC shall determine whether
adjustments or additional management
measures are necessary to meet the
goals and objectives of the NE Multi-
species FMP. If the NEFMC determines
that adjustments or additional man-
agement measures are necessary, or at
any other time in consultation with
the HPRT, it shall develop and analyze
appropriate management actions over
the span of at least two NEFMC meet-
ings.

(3) The NEFMC may request, at any
time, that the HPRT review and make
recommendations on any harbor por-
poise take reduction measures or de-
velop additional take reduction propos-
als.

(4) The NEFMC shall provide the pub-
lic with advance notice of the avail-
ability of the proposals, appropriate ra-
tionale, economic and biological analy-
ses, and opportunity to comment on
them prior to and at the second
NEFMC meeting. The NEFMC’s rec-

§648.88

ommendation on adjustments or addi-
tions to management measures must
come from one or more of the cat-
egories specified under §648.90(b)(1).

(5) If the NEFMC recommends that
the management measures should be
issued as a final rule, the NEFMC must
consider at least the factors specified
in §648.90(b)(2).

(6) The Regional Administrator may
accept, reject, or with NEFMC ap-
proval, modify the NEFMC’s rec-
ommendation, including the NEFMC'’s
recommendation to issue a final rule,
as specified under §648.90(b)(3).

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 47828, Sept. 11, 1996; 62 FR 52274, Oct. 7,
1997; 62 FR 52274, Oct. 7, 1997; 63 FR 15333,
Mar. 31, 1998; 63 FR 19850, Apr. 22, 1998]

§648.88 Open access permit restric-
tions.

(a) Handgear permit. A vessel issued a
valid open access multispecies
handgear permit is subject to the fol-
lowing restrictions:

(1) The vessel may possess and land
up to 300 Ib (136.1 kg) of cod, haddock,
and yellowtail flounder, combined, per
trip, and unlimited amounts of the
other NE multispecies, provided that it
does not use or possess on board gear
other than rod and reel or handlines
while in possession of, fishing for, or
landing NE multispecies, and provided
it has at least one standard tote on
board.

(2) A vessel may not fish for, possess,
or land regulated species from March 1
through March 20 of each year.

(b) Charter/party permit. A vessel that
has been issued a valid open access
multispecies charter/party permit is
subject to the restrictions on gear, rec-
reational minimum fish sizes and pro-
hibitions on sale specified in §648.89,
and any other applicable provisions of
this part.

(c) Scallop multispecies possession limit
permit. A vessel that has been issued a
valid open access scallop multispecies
possession limit permit may possess
and land up to 300 Ib (136.1 kg) of regu-
lated species when fishing under a scal-
lop DAS allocated under §648.53, pro-
vided the vessel does not fish for, pos-
sess, or land haddock from January 1
through June 30 as specified under
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§648.86(a)(2)(i), and provided the vessel
has at least one standard tote on board.

(d) A vessel issued a valid open access
nonregulated multispecies permit may
possess and land nonregulated multi-
species. The vessel is subject to restric-
tions on gear, area, and time of fishing
specified in §648.80 and any other appli-
cable provisions of this part.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 39910, July 31, 1996]

§648.89 Recreational and charter/

party restrictions.

(a) Recreational gear restrictions. Per-
sons aboard charter or party vessels
permitted under this part and not fish-
ing under the DAS program, and rec-
reational fishing vessels in the EEZ,
are prohibited from fishing with more
than two hooks per line and one line
per angler and must stow all other fish-
ing gear on board the vessel as speci-
fied under §§648.23(b) and 648.81(e) (2),
(3), and (4).

(b) Recreational minimum fish sizes—(1)
Minimum fish sizes. Persons aboard
charter or party vessels permitted
under this part and not fishing under
the DAS program, and recreational
fishing vessels in the EEZ, are subject
to minimum fish sizes (TL) as follows:

MINIMUM FISH SIzES (TL)

Inches
Species
1996 1997+
Cod 20 (50.8 cm) 21 (53.3 cm)
Haddock . 20 (50.8 cm) 21 (53.3 cm)
Pollock ........cccce. 19 (48.3 cm) 19 (48.3 cm)
Witch flounder (gray sole) .. 14 (35.6 cm) 14 (35.6 cm)
Yellowtail flounder .............. 13 (33.0 cm) 13 (33.0 cm)
American plaice (dab) ........ 14 (35.6 cm) 14 (35.6 cm)
Winter flounder (blackback) 12 (30.5 cm) 12 (30.5 cm)
Redfish ..o 9 (22.9 cm) 9 (22.9 cm)

(2) Exception. Vessels may possess fil-
lets less than the minimum size speci-
fied, if the fillets are taken from legal-
sized fish and are not offered or in-
tended for sale, trade or barter.

(c) Possession restrictions. Each person
on a recreational vessel may not pos-
sess more than 10 cod and/or haddock,
combined, in or harvested from the
EEZ.

(1) For purposes of counting fish, fil-
lets will be converted to whole fish at
the place of landing by dividing fillet
number by two. If fish are filleted into
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a single (butterfly) fillet, such fillet
shall be deemed to be from one whole
fish.

(2) Cod and haddock harvested by rec-
reational vessels with more than one
person aboard may be pooled in one or
more containers. Compliance with the
possession limit will be determined by
dividing the number of fish on board by
the number of persons aboard. If there
is a violation of the possession limit on
board a vessel carrying more than one
person, the violation shall be deemed
to have been committed by the owner
and operator.

(3) Cod and haddock must be stored
so as to be readily available for inspec-
tion.

(d) Restrictions on sale. It is unlawful
to sell, barter, trade, or otherwise
transfer for a commercial purpose, or
to attempt to sell, barter, trade, or
otherwise transfer for a commercial
purpose, NE multispecies caught or
landed by charter or party vessels per-
mitted under this part not fishing
under a DAS or a recreational fishing
vessels fishing in the EEZ.

§648.90 Framework specifications.

(a) Annual review. The Multispecies
Monitoring Committee (MSMC) shall
meet on or before November 15 of each
year to develop target TACs for the up-
coming fishing year and options for
NEFMC consideration on any changes,
adjustment or additions to DAS alloca-
tions, closed areas, or other measures
necessary to achieve the NE Multispe-
cies FMP goals and objectives.

(1) The MSMC shall review available
data pertaining to: Catch and landings,
DAS and other measures of fishing ef-
fort, survey results, stock status, cur-
rent estimates of fishing mortality,
and any other relevant information.

(2) Based on this review, the MSMC
shall recommend target TACs and de-
velop options necessary to achieve the
FMP goals and objectives, which may
include a preferred option. The MSMC
must demonstrate through analysis
and documentation that the options it
develops are expected to meet the NE
Multispecies FMP goals and objectives.
The MSMC may review the perform-
ance of different user groups or fleet
sectors in developing options. The
range of options developed by the
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