§660.322

and procedures in the PCGFMP and
other applicable law.

(¢) Routine management measures.
Management measures designated
“routine” at §660.323(b) may be ad-
justed during the year after rec-
ommendation from the Council, ap-
proval by NMFS, and publication in
the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(d) Changes to the regulations. Regula-
tions under this subpart may be pro-
mulgated, removed, or revised. Any
such action will be made according to
the framework standards and proce-
dures in the PCGFMP and other appli-
cable law, and will be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER.

§660.322 Gear restrictions.

(a) General. The following types of
fishing gear are authorized, with the
restrictions set forth in this section:

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-98 Edition)

Trawl (bottom and pelagic), hook-and-
line, longline, pot or trap, set net (an-
chored gillnet or trammel net), and
spear.

(b) Trawl gear—(1) Use. Trawl nets
may be used on and off the seabed.
Trawl nets may be fished with or with-
out otter boards, and may use warps or
cables to herd fish.

(2) Mesh size. Trawl nets may be used
if they meet the minimum mesh sizes
set forth in this paragraph (b)(2). The
minimum sizes apply throughout the
net. Minimum trawl mesh size require-
ments are met if a 20-gauge stainless
steel wedge, 3.0 or 4.5 inches (7.6 or 11.4
cm) (depending on the gear being meas-
ured), less one thickness of the metal
wedge, can be passed with only thumb
pressure through at least 16 of 20 sets
of two meshes each of wet mesh.

MINIMUM TRAWL-MESH SIZE IN INCHES 1

Subarea
Trawl conception type
Vancouver Columbia Eureka Monterey
BOtOM ..o 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 45
Pelagic 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0

1 Metric conversion: 3.0 inches = 7.6 cm; 4.5 inches = 11.4 cm.

(3) Chafing gear. Chafing gear may en-
circle no more than 50 percent of the
net’s circumference, except as provided
in paragraph (b)(5) of this section. No
section of chafing gear may be longer
than 50 meshes of the net to which it is
attached. Except at the corners, the
terminal end of each section of chafing
gear must not be connected to the net.
(The terminal end is the end farthest
from the mouth of the net.) Chafing
gear must be attached outside any
riblines and restraining straps. There
is no limit on the number of sections of
chafing gear on a net.

(4) Codends. Only single-walled
codends may be used in any trawl. Dou-
ble-walled codends are prohibited.

(5) Pelagic trawls. Pelagic trawl nets
must have unprotected footropes at the
trawl mouth, and must not have roll-
ers, bobbins, tires, wheels, rubber discs,
or any similar device anywhere in the
net. Sweeplines, including the bottom
leg of the bridle, must be bare. For at
least 20 ft (6.15 m) immediately behind
the footrope or headrope, bare ropes or

mesh of 16-inch (40.6-cm) minimum
mesh size must completely encircle the
net. A band of mesh (a ‘‘skirt””) may
encircle the net under transfer cables,
lifting or splitting straps (chokers), but
must be: Over riblines and restraining
straps; the same mesh size and coincide
knot-to-knot with the net to which it
is attached; and no wider than 16
meshes.

() Fixed gear. (1) Fixed gear
(longline, trap or pot, set net and sta-
tionary hook-and-line gear, including
commercial vertical hook-and-line
gear) must be:

(i) Marked at the surface, at each ter-
minal end, with a pole, flag, light,
radar reflector, and a buoy, except as
provided in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion.

(if) Attended at least once every 7
days.

(2) Commercial vertical hook-and-
line gear that is closely tended may be
marked only with a single buoy of suf-
ficient size to float the gear. ‘“Closely
tended”” means that a vessel is within
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visual sighting distance or within 0.25
nm (463 m) as determined by electronic
navigational equipment, of its com-
mercial vertical hook-and-line gear.

(3) A buoy used to mark fixed gear
under paragraph (c)(1)(i) or (c)(2) of
this section must be marked with a
number clearly identifying the owner
or operator of the vessel. The number
may be either:

(i) If required by applicable state law,
the vessel’s number, the commercial
fishing license number, or buoy brand
number; or

(ii) The vessel documentation num-
ber issued by the USCG, or, for an un-
documented vessel, the vessel registra-
tion number issued by the state.

(d) Set nets. Fishing for groundfish
with set nets is prohibited in the fish-
ery management area north of 38°00' N.
lat.

(e) Traps or pots. Traps must have
biodegradable escape panels con-
structed with # 21 or smaller untreated
cotton twine in such a manner that an
opening at least 8 inches (20.3 cm) in di-
ameter results when the twine deterio-
rates.

(f) Recreational fishing. The only
types of fishing gear authorized for rec-
reational fishing are hook-and-line and
spear.

(g) Spears. Spears may be propelled
by hand or by mechanical means.

§660.323 Catch restrictions.

(a) Groundfish species harvested in
the territorial sea (0-3 nm) will be
counted toward the catch limitations
in this section.

(1) Black rockfish. The trip limit for
black rockfish (Sebastes melanops) for
commercial fishing vessels using hook-
and-line gear between the U.S.-Canada
border and Cape Alava (48°09'30" N.
lat.), and between Destruction Island
(47°40' N. lat.) and Leadbetter Point
(46°38'10" N. lat.), is 100 Ibs (45 kg) or 30
percent, by weight of all fish on board,
whichever is greater, per vessel per
fishing trip.

(2) Nontrawl sablefish. This paragraph
(a)(2) applies to the regular and mop-up
seasons for the nontrawl limited entry
sablefish fishery north of 36° N. lat., ex-
cept for paragraphs (a)(2)(ii), (iv), and
(vii) of this section, which also apply to
the open access fishery north of 36° N.

§660.323

lat. Limited entry and open access
fixed gear sablefish fishing south of 36°
N. lat. is governed by routine manage-
ment measures imposed under para-
graph (b) of this section.

(i) Sablefish endorsement. A vessel
may not participate in the regular or
mop-up season for the nontrawl limited
entry fishery, unless the vessel’s owner
holds (by ownership or otherwise) a
limited entry permit for that vessel, af-
fixed with both a gear endorsement for
longline or trap (or pot) gear, and a sa-
blefish endorsement.

(ii) Pre-season closure—open access and
limited entry fisheries. (A) Sablefish
taken with fixed gear in the limited
entry or open access fishery in the EEZ
may not be retained or landed during
the 48 hours immediately before the
start of the regular season for the
nontrawl limited entry sablefish fish-
ery.

(B) All fixed gear used to take and re-
tain groundfish must be out of EEZ wa-
ters during the 48 hours immediately
before the opening of the regular sea-
son for the nontrawl limited entry sa-
blefish fishery.

(iii) Regular season—nontrawl limited
entry sablefish fishery. (A) The Regional
Administrator will announce a season
for waters north of 36° N. lat. to start
on any day from August 1 through Sep-
tember 30, based on consultations with
the Council, taking into account tidal
conditions, Council meeting dates, al-
ternative fishing opportunities, and in-
dustry comments.

(B) During the regular season, each
vessel with a limited entry permit with
a sablefish endorsement that is reg-
istered for use with that vessel may
land up to the cumulative trip limit
announced for the tier to which the
permit is assigned. Each permit will be
assigned to one of three tiers. A cumu-
lative trip limit is the maximum
amount of sablefish that may be taken
and retained, possessed, or landed per
vessel in a specified period of time,
with no limit on the number of land-
ings or trips.

(C) The Regional Administrator will
annually calculate the length of the
regular season and the size of the cu-
mulative trip limit for each tier in ac-
cordance with the process specified in
chapter 1 of the EA/RIR/IRFA for
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