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as Type I areas, from a vessel having
any trawl other than a pelagic trawl ei-
ther attached or on board.

(ii) Type II closures. From February 15
to June 15, no person may trawl in wa-
ters of the EEZ within the vicinity of
Kodiak Island, as shown in Figure 5 of
this part as Type II areas, from a vessel
having any trawl other than a pelagic
trawl either attached or on board.

(iii) Type III closures. Type III areas
are open to any trawl other than a pe-
lagic trawl gear year round.

(2) Steller sea lion protection areas—(i)
Year-round closures. Trawling is prohib-
ited in the GOA within 10 nm of the 14
Steller sea lion rookeries designated in
Table 6a of this part.

(ii) Seasonal closures. During January
1 through April 15, or a date earlier
than April 15, if adjusted under
§ 679.20(d), trawling is prohibited in the
GOA within 20 nm of each of the three
Steller sea lion rookeries presented in
Table 6b of this part.

(c) Directed fishing closures. See
§ 679.20(d) and § 679.20(i).

(d) Groundfish as prohibited species clo-
sures. See § 679.20(d).

(e) Overfishing closures. See § 679.20(d).
(f) Prohibited species closures. See

§ 679.21.
(g) [Reserved]
(h) CDQ Fisheries. See § 679.7(d)(6)

through (10) for time and area closures
that apply to the CDQ fisheries once
salmon and crab PSQ amounts have
been reached.

(i) Forage fish closures. See
§ 679.20(i)(3).

[61 FR 31230, June 19, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 65988, Dec. 16, 1996; 62 FR 2046, Jan. 15,
1997; 63 FR 13011, Mar. 17, 1998; 63 FR 30401,
June 4, 1998; 63 FR 38502, July 17, 1998; 63 FR
47367, Sept. 4, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 63 FR 47367,
Sept. 4, 1998, § 679.22, was amended by revis-
ing paragraphs (a)(3), (a)(5)(i), (a)(6), and
(a)(9); by changing the cross-reference in
paragraphs (a)(7)(ii), (a)(8)(ii), and (b)(2)(ii)
‘‘§ 679.20’’ to read ‘‘§ 679.20(d);’’ by adding a
new heading to paragraph (a)(10); and by add-
ing a new paragraph (i), effective Oct. 5, 1998.

§ 679.23 Seasons.
(a) Groundfish, general. Fishing for

groundfish in the GOA and BSAI is au-
thorized from 0001 hours, A.l.t., Janu-
ary 1, through 2400 hours, A.l.t., De-
cember 31, subject to the other provi-

sions of this part, except as provided in
paragraph (c) of this section.

(b) Time of groundfish openings and
closures. The time of all openings and
closures of fishing seasons, other than
the beginning and end of the calendar
fishing year, is 1200 hours, A.l.t.

(c) GOA and BSAI trawl groundfish.
Notwithstanding other provisions of
this part, fishing for groundfish with
trawl gear in the GOA and BSAI is pro-
hibited from 0001 hours, A.l.t., January
1, through 1200 hours, A.l.t., January
20.

(d) GOA groundfish seasons—(1) Di-
rected fishing for trawl rockfish. Directed
fishing for rockfish with trawl gear is
authorized from 1200 hours, A.l.t., on
the first day of the third quarterly re-
porting period of a fishing year
through 2400 hours, A.l.t., December 31,
subject to other provisions of this part.

(2) Directed fishing for pollock. Subject
to other provisions of this part, di-
rected fishing for pollock in the West-
ern and Central Regulatory Areas is
authorized only during the three sea-
sons:

(i) From 0001 hours, A.l.t., January 1,
through 1200 hours, A.l.t., April 1;

(ii) From 1200 hours, A.l.t., June 1,
through 1200 hours, A.l.t., July 1; and

(iii) From 1200 hours, A.l.t., Septem-
ber 1, through 2400 hours, A.l.t., Decem-
ber 31.

(e) BSAI groundfish seasons—(1) Di-
rected fishing for arrowtooth flounder and
Greenland turbot. Directed fishing for
arrowtooth flounder and Greenland
turbot in the BSAI is authorized from
1200 hours, A.l.t., May 1, through 2400
hours, A.l.t., December 31, subject to
the other provisions of this part.

(2) Directed fishing for pollock. (i) Sub-
ject to other provisions of this part,
and except as provided in paragraphs
(e)(2)(ii) and (e)(2)(iii) of this section,
directed fishing for pollock is author-
ized from 0001 hours, A.l.t., January 1,
through 1200 hours, A.l.t, April 15, and
from 1200 hours A.l.t., September 1,
through 1200 hours A.l.t, November 1,
of each fishing year.

(ii) Applicable through December 31,
1998. (A) Subject to other provisions of
this part and except as provided in
paragraphs (e)(2)(ii)(B) and (e)(2)(ii)(C)
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of this section, directed fishing for pol-
lock by the offshore component, de-
fined at § 679.2 of this part, or by vessels
delivering pollock to the offshore com-
ponent, is authorized from 1200 hours
A.l.t., January 26, through 1200 hours
A.l.t., April 15.

(B) Directed fishing for pollock by
the offshore component, or vessels de-
livering pollock to the offshore compo-
nent is prohibited through 1200 hours,
A.l.t., February 5, for those vessels
that are used to fish prior to 1200
hours, A.l.t., January 26, for groundfish
in the BSAI, groundfish in the GOA, as
defined at § 679.2, or king or Tanner
crab in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands Area, as defined at § 679.2.

(C) Neither paragraphs (e)(2)(ii)(B)
nor (e)(2)(iii) of this section apply to
vessels used to fish exclusively in a di-
rected fishery for pollock prior to 1200
hours, A.l.t., January 26, or during the
period that extends from 1200 hours,
A.l.t., August 25, through 1200 hours
A.l.t., September 1, under the CDQ pro-
gram pursuant to subpart C and
§ 679.23(e)(2)(ii)(D) of this section.

(D) Directed fishing for pollock under
the CDQ program pursuant to subpart
C of this part is authorized from 0001
hours A.l.t, January 1, through the end
of the fishing year.

(iii) Directed fishing for pollock is
prohibited during the second pollock
season defined at paragraph (e)(2)(i) of
this section through 1200 hours, A.l.t.,
September 8, for any vessel that is used
to fish with trawl gear for groundfish
in the BSAI or the GOA as defined at
§ 679.2 of this part, between 1200 hours
A.l.t., August 25, and 1200 hours A.l.t.,
September 1.

(3) CDQ fishing seasons. (i) Halibut
CDQ. Fishing for CDQ halibut with
fixed gear under an approved CDQ allo-
cation may begin on the effective date
of the allocation, except that CDQ fish-
ing may occur only during the fishing
periods specified in the annual manage-
ment measures published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER pursuant to § 300.62 of
chapter III of this title.

(ii) Sablefish CDQ. Fishing for CDQ
sablefish with fixed gear under an ap-
proved CDQ allocation may begin on
the effective date of the allocation, ex-

cept that it may occur only during the
IFQ fishing season specified in para-
graph (g)(1) of this section.

(iii) [Reserved]
(iv) Groundfish CDQ. Fishing for

groundfish CDQ species, other than
fixed gear sablefish CDQ under subpart
C of this part, is authorized from 0001
hours, A.l.t., January 1, through the
end of each fishing year, except as pro-
vided in paragraph (c) of this section,
and in 1998 when fishing for groundfish
CDQ species other than fixed gear sa-
blefish is authorized from 1200 hours,
A.l.t., October 1, through the end of the
fishing year.

(f) IFQ halibut. The fishing period(s)
for IFQ halibut are established by the
IPHC and are specified in the annual
management measures published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER pursuant to § 300.62
of chapter III of this title. Catches of
halibut by fixed gear at times other
than during the specified fishing peri-
ods must be treated as prohibited spe-
cies as prescribed at § 679.21(b).

(g) IFQ sablefish. (1) Directed fishing
for sablefish using fixed gear in any
IFQ regulatory area may be conducted
in any fishing year during the period
specified by the Regional Adminis-
trator and announced by publication in
the FEDERAL REGISTER. The Regional
Administrator will take into account
the opening date of the halibut season
when determining the opening date for
sablefish for the purposes of reducing
bycatch and regulatory discards be-
tween the two fisheries.

(2) Catches of sablefish by fixed gear
during other periods may be retained
up to the amounts provided for by the
directed fishing standards specified at
§ 679.20 when made by an individual
aboard the vessel who has a valid IFQ
card and unused IFQ in the account on
which the card was issued.

(3) Catches of sablefish in excess of
the maximum retainable bycatch
amounts and catches made without
IFQ must be treated in the same man-
ner as prohibited species as defined at
§ 679.21(b).

(h) Stand down requirements for trawl
catcher vessels transiting between the
BSAI and GOA.
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If you own or operate a catcher vessel and
fish for groundfish with trawl gear in the* * *

You are prohibited from subse-
quently deploying trawl gear in

the* * *
Until* * *

(1) BSAI while pollock or Pacific cod is open
to directed fishing in the BSAI.

Western and Central Regulatory
Areas of the GOA.

1200 hours A.l.t. on the third day after the
date of landing or transfer of all ground-
fish on board the vessel harvested in the
BSAI, unless you are engaged in directed
fishing for Pacific cod in the GOA for
processing by the offshore component.

(2) Western Regulatory Area of the GOA
while pollock or inshore Pacific cod is open
to directed fishing in the Western Regu-
latory Area of the GOA.

BSAI ............................................ 1200 hours A.l.t. on the third day after the
date of landing or transfer of all ground-
fish on board the vessel harvested in the
Western Regulatory Area of the GOA, un-
less you are participating in a CDQ fish-
ery.

(3) Central Regulatory Area of the GOA while
pollock or inshore Pacific cod is open to di-
rected fishing in the Central Regulatory
Area of the GOA.

BSAI ............................................ 1200 hours A.l.t. on the second day after
the date of landing or transfer of all
groundfish on board the vessel harvested
in the Central Regulatory Area of the
GOA, unless you are participating in a
CDQ fishery.

[61 FR 31230, June 19, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 35579, July 5, 1996; 61 FR 39602, July 30,
1996; 62 FR 2046, Jan. 15, 1997; 63 FR 11168,
Mar. 6, 1998; 63 FR 30401, June 4, 1998; 63 FR
47368, Sept. 4, 1998; 63 FR 48642, Sept. 11, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 63 FR 47368,
Sept. 4, 1998, § 679.23 was amended by revising
the headings of paragraphs (a), (d), (e), and
paragraph (g)(3); and by replacing the term
‘‘Western Alaska Community Development
Quota’’ with the term ‘‘CDQ’’ in paragraphs
(e)(2)(ii) (C) and (D), effective Oct. 5, 1998.

§ 679.24 Gear limitations.

Regulations pertaining to vessel and
gear markings are set forth in this sec-
tion and as prescribed in the annual
management measures published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER pursuant to § 300.62
of chapter III of this title.

(a) Marking of gear—longline marker
buoys. (1) All longline marker buoys
carried on board or used by any vessel
regulated under this part shall be
marked with the following:

(i) The vessel’s name; and
(ii) The vessel’s Federal fisheries per-

mit number; or
(iii) The vessel’s registration number.
(2) Markings shall be in characters at

least 4 inches (10.16 cm) in height and
0.5 inch (1.27 cm) in width in a con-
trasting color visible above the water
line and shall be maintained so the
markings are clearly visible.

(b) Gear restrictions—(1) Pots—(i) Bio-
degradable panel. Each pot used to fish
for groundfish must be equipped with a
biodegradable panel at least 18 inches
(45.72 cm) in length that is parallel to,

and within 6 inches (15.24 cm) of, the
bottom of the pot, and that is sewn up
with untreated cotton thread of no
larger size than No. 30.

(ii) Tunnel opening. Each pot used to
fish for groundfish must be equipped
with rigid tunnel openings that are no
wider than 9 inches (22.86 cm) and no
higher than 9 inches (22.86 cm), or soft
tunnel openings with dimensions that
are no wider than 9 inches (22.86 cm).

(iii) Longline pot gear. Any person
using longline pot gear must treat any
catch of groundfish as a prohibited spe-
cies, except:

(A) In the Aleutian Islands subarea.
(B) While directed fishing for sable-

fish in the Bering Sea subarea, except
as provided in paragraph (c)(4)(ii) of
this section.

(2) Net-sounder device. Each person
trawling in any GOA area limited to
pelagic trawling under § 679.22 must
maintain on that trawl a properly
functioning, recording net-sounder de-
vice, and must retain all net-sounder
recordings on board the fishing vessel
during the fishing year.

(3) Trawl footrope. No person trawling
in any GOA area limited to pelagic
trawling under § 679.22 may allow the
footrope of that trawl to be in contact
with the seabed for more than 10 per-
cent of the period of any tow, as indi-
cated by the net-sounder device.

(c) Gear restrictions for sablefish—(1)
Gear allocations. Gear allocations of sa-
blefish TAC are set out under § 679.20.

(2) GOA Eastern Area—(i) General. (A)
No person may use any gear other than
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