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Group 
Weight Floor area/animal Height 

lbs. (kg.) ft. 2 (m 2) in. (cm.) 

1 ..................... under 2.2 ................................. (under 1) .................................. 1.6 (0.15) 20 (50.8) 
2 ..................... 2.2–6.6 .................................... (1–3) ........................................ 3.0 (0.28) 30 (76.2) 
3 ..................... 6.6–22.0 .................................. (3–10) ...................................... 4.3 (0.40) 30 (76.2) 
4 ..................... 22.0–33.0 ................................ (10–15) .................................... 6.0 (0.56) 32 (81.28) 
5 ..................... 33.0–55.0 ................................ (15–25) .................................... 8.0 (0.74) 36 (91.44) 
6 ..................... over 55.0 ................................. (over 25) .................................. 25.1 (2.33) 84 (213.36) 

(2) Dealers. exhibitors, and research 
facilities, including Federal research 
facilities, must provide great apes 
weighing over 110 lbs. (50 kg) an addi-
tional volume of space in excess of that 
required for Group 6 animals as set 
forth in paragraph (b)(1) of this section, 
to allow for normal postural adjust-
ments. 

(3) In the case of research facilities, 
any exemption from these standards 
must be required by a research pro-
posal or in the judgment of the attend-
ing veterinarian and must be approved 
by the Committee. In the case of deal-
ers and exhibitors, any exemption from 
these standards must be required in the 
judgment of the attending veterinarian 
and approved by the Administrator. 

(4) When more than one nonhuman 
primate is housed in a primary enclo-
sure, the minimum space requirement 
for the enclosure is the sum of the min-
imum floor area space required for 
each individual nonhuman primate in 
the table in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, and the minimum height require-
ment for the largest nonhuman pri-
mate housed in the enclosure. Provided 
however, that mothers with infants 
less than 6 months of age may be main-
tained together in primary enclosures 
that meet the floor area space and 
height requirements of the mother. 

(c) Innovative primary enclosures not 
precisely meeting the floor area and 
height requirements provided in para-
graph (b) of this section, but that do 
provide nonhuman primates with a suf-
ficient volume of space and the oppor-
tunity to express species-typical behav-
ior, may be used at research facilities 
when approved by the Committee, and 

by dealers and exhibitors when ap-
proved by the Administrator. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093) 

[56 FR 6495, Feb. 15, 1991, as amended at 83 
FR 25555, June 4, 2018] 

§ 3.81 Environment enhancement to 
promote psychological well-being. 

Dealers, exhibitors, and research fa-
cilities must develop, document, and 
follow an appropriate plan for environ-
ment enhancement adequate to pro-
mote the psychological well-being of 
nonhuman primates. The plan must be 
in accordance with the currently ac-
cepted professional standards as cited 
in appropriate professional journals or 
reference guides, and as directed by the 
attending veterinarian. This plan must 
be made available to APHIS upon re-
quest, and, in the case of research fa-
cilities, to officials of any pertinent 
funding agency. The plan, at a min-
imum, must address each of the fol-
lowing: 

(a) Social grouping. The environment 
enhancement plan must include spe-
cific provisions to address the social 
needs of nonhuman primates of species 
known to exist in social groups in na-
ture. Such specific provisions must be 
in accordance with currently accepted 
professional standards, as cited in ap-
propriate professional journals or ref-
erence guides, and as directed by the 
attending veterinarian. The plan may 
provide for the following exceptions: 

(1) If a nonhuman primate exhibits 
vicious or overly aggressive behavior, 
or is debilitated as a result of age or 
other conditions (e.g., arthritis), it 
should be housed separately; 

(2) Nonhuman primates that have or 
are suspected of having a contagious 
disease must be isolated from healthy 
animals in the colony as directed by 
the attending veterinarian. When an 
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entire group or room of nonhuman pri-
mates is known to have or believed to 
be exposed to an infectious agent, the 
group may be kept intact during the 
process of diagnosis, treatment, and 
control. 

(3) Nonhuman primates may not be 
housed with other species of primates 
or animals unless they are compatible, 
do not prevent access to food, water, or 
shelter by individual animals. and are 
not known to be hazardous to the 
health and well-being of each other. 
Compatibility of nonhuman primates 
must be determined in accordance with 
generally accepted professional prac-
tices and actual observations, as di-
rected by the attending veterinarian, 
to ensure that the nonhuman primates 
are in fact compatible. Individually 
housed nonhuman primates must be 
able to see and hear nonhuman pri-
mates of their own or compatible spe-
cies unless the attending veterinarian 
determines that it would endanger 
their health, safety, or well-being. 

(b) Environmental enrichment. The 
physical environment in the primary 
enclosures must be enriched by pro-
viding means of expressing noninju-
rious species-typical activities. Species 
differences should be considered when 
determining the type or methods of en-
richment. Examples of environmental 
enrichments include providing perches, 
swings, mirrors, and other increased 
cage complexities; providing objects to 
manipulate; varied food items; using 
foraging or task-oriented feeding meth-
ods; and providing interaction with the 
care giver or other familiar and knowl-
edgeable person consistent with per-
sonnel safety precautions. 

(c) Special considerations. Certain 
nonhuman primates must be provided 
special attention regarding enhance-
ment of their environment, based on 
the needs of the individual species and 
in accordance with the instructions of 
the attending veterinarian. Nonhuman 
primates requiring special attention 
are the following: 

(1) Infants and young juveniles; 
(2) Those that show signs of being in 

psychological distress through behav-
ior or appearance; 

(3) Those used in research for which 
the Committee-approved protocol re-
quires restricted activity; 

(4) Individually housed nonhuman 
primates that are unable to see and 
hear nonhuman primates of their own 
or compatible species; and 

(5) Great apes weighing over 110 lbs. 
(50 kg). Dealers, exhibitors, and re-
search facilities must include in the 
environment enhancement plan special 
provisions for great apes weighing over 
110 lbs. (50 kg), including additional op-
portunities to express species-typical 
behavior. 

(d) Restraint devices. Nonhuman pri-
mates must not be maintained in re-
straint devices unless required for 
health reasons as determined by the at-
tending veterinarian or by a research 
proposal approved by the Committee at 
research facilities. Maintenance under 
such restraint must be for the shortest 
period possible. In instances where 
long-term (more than 12 hours) re-
straint is required, the nonhuman pri-
mate must be provided the opportunity 
daily for unrestrained activity for at 
least one continuous hour during the 
period of restraint, unless continuous 
restraint is required by the research 
proposal approved by the Committee at 
research facilities. 

(e) Exemptions. (1) The attending vet-
erinarian may exempt an individual 
nonhuman primate from participation 
in the environment enhancement plan 
because of its health or condition, or in 
consideration of its well-being. The 
basis of the exemption must be re-
corded by the attending veterinarian 
for each exempted nonhuman primate. 
Unless the basis for the exemption is a 
permanent condition, the exemption 
must be reviewed at least every 30 days 
by the attending veterinarian. 

(2) For a research facility, the Com-
mittee may exempt an individual 
nonhuman primate from participation 
in some or all of the otherwise required 
environment enhancement plans for 
scientific reasons set forth in the re-
search proposal. The basis of the ex-
emption shall be documented in the ap-
proved proposal and must be reviewed 
at appropriate intervals as determined 
by the Committee, but not less than 
annually. 

(3) Records of any exemptions must 
be maintained by the dealer, exhibitor, 
or research facility and must be made 
available to USDA officials or officials 
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of any pertinent funding Federal agen-
cy upon request. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093) 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND HUSBANDRY 
STANDARDS 

§ 3.82 Feeding. 

(a) The diet for nonhuman primates 
must be appropriate for the species, 
size, age, and condition of the animal, 
and for the conditions in which the 
nonhuman primate is maintained, ac-
cording to generally accepted profes-
sional and husbandry practices and nu-
tritional standards. The food must be 
clean, wholesome, and palatable to the 
animals. It must be of sufficient quan-
tity and have sufficient nutritive value 
to maintain a healthful condition and 
weight range of the animal and to meet 
its normal daily nutritional require-
ments. 

(b) Nonhuman primates must be fed 
at least once each day except as other-
wise might be required to provide ade-
quate veterinary care. Infant and juve-
nile nonhuman primates must be fed as 
often as necessary in accordance with 
generally accepted professional and 
husbandry practices and nutritional 
standards, based upon the animals’ age 
and condition. 

(c) Food and food receptacles, if used, 
must be readily accessible to all the 
nonhuman primates being fed. If mem-
bers of dominant nonhuman primate or 
other species are fed together with 
other nonhuman primates, multiple 
feeding sites must be provided. The 
animals must be observed to determine 
that all receive a sufficient quantity of 
food. 

(d) Food and food receptacles, if used, 
must be located so as to minimize any 
risk of contamination by excreta and 
pests. Food receptacles must be kept 
clean and must be sanitized in accord-
ance with the procedures listed in 
§ 3.84(b)(3) of this subpart at least once 
every 2 weeks. Used food receptacles 
must be sanitized before they can be 
used to provide food to a different 
nonhuman primate or social grouping 
of nonhuman primates. Measures must 
be taken to ensure there is no molding, 
deterioration, contamination, or cak-

ing or wetting of food placed in self- 
feeders. 

§ 3.83 Watering. 

Potable water must be provided in 
sufficient quantity to every nonhuman 
primate housed at the facility. If pota-
ble water is not continually available 
to the nonhuman primates, it must be 
offered to them as often as necessary 
to ensure their health and well-being, 
but no less than twice daily for at least 
l hour each time, unless otherwise re-
quired by the attending veterinarian, 
or as required by the research proposal 
approved by the Committee at research 
facilities. Water receptacles must be 
kept clean and sanitized in accordance 
with methods provided in § 3.84(b)(3) of 
this subpart at least once every 2 
weeks or as often as necessary to keep 
them clean and free from contamina-
tion. Used water receptacles must be 
sanitized before they can be used to 
provide water to a different nonhuman 
primate or social grouping of 
nonhuman primates. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093) 

§ 3.84 Cleaning, sanitization, house-
keeping, and pest control. 

(a) Cleaning of primary enclosures. Ex-
creta and food waste must be removed 
from inside each indoor primary enclo-
sure daily and from underneath them 
as often as necessary to prevent an ex-
cessive accumulation of feces and food 
waste, to prevent the nonhuman pri-
mates from becoming soiled, and to re-
duce disease hazards, insects, pests, 
and odors. Dirt floors, floors with ab-
sorbent bedding, and planted areas in 
primary enclosures must be spot- 
cleaned with sufficient frequency to 
ensure all animals the freedom to 
avoid contact with excreta, or as often 
as necessary to reduce disease hazards, 
insects, pests, and odors. When steam 
or water is used to clean the primary 
enclosure, whether by hosing, flushing, 
or other methods, nonhuman primates 
must be removed, unless the enclosure 
is large enough to ensure the animals 
will not be harmed, wetted, or dis-
tressed in the process. Perches, bars, 
and shelves must be kept clean and re-
placed when worn. If the species of the 
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