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GALE NORTON NOMINATION

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2001

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:38 p.m. in room SD-
106, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Jeff Bingaman, chair-
man, presiding.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JEFF BINGAMAN,
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW MEXICO

Chairman BINGAMAN. Now, moving on to our hearing this after-
noon, I would propose to follow the same format that we used this
morning. That is, that I would make a brief opening statement,
Senator Murkowski would then make whatever statement he
would like, we would then call upon the two Senators from Colo-
rado and Governor Owens to introduce the nominee, and then call
on Ms. Norton to make her statement.

Once that is completed, we would then go to questions and have
an 8-minute round of questions from each member. If there are ad-
ditional questions after that first round, we will have additional
rounds of questions and they will be 5 minutes each. So with that
set of ground rules, let me go ahead and make a short statement.

The purpose of this hearing this afternoon is to consider the
nomination of Gale Norton to be the Secretary of the Interior. The
office of the Secretary of the Interior is one of the highest positions
of public trust in our Federal Government. The Secretary is the
principal steward of nearly a third of our Nation’s land. The Sec-
retary is the chief trustee of much of the Nation’s energy and min-
eral wealth as well.

The Secretary is the principal guardian of our national parks and
our most revered historic sites and much of our fish and wildlife.
It is the job of the Secretary of the Interior to protect this precious
legacy and to pass it on to future generations.

While the President is clearly entitled to appoint Cabinet mem-
bers who share his political views, the Senate has a constitutional
duty to ensure that the Secretary of the Interior will be a faithful
steward of the public lands and our national treasures. I have no
doubt that Ms. Norton is an extremely decent and capable person,
and we have many recommendations to that effect. I do have
doubts about some of the policies that she has promoted and
whether they are consistent with the responsibilities of the job of
Secretary of the Interior.

o))



2

For over 20 years, she has consistently championed the interests
of individuals as opposed to the public interest in many of the
issues that come before this committee and before the office of the
Secretary of the Interior. She has championed the rights of States
as opposed to the Federal Government and the interests of eco-
nomic development rather than environmental protection in many
cases.

These positions may have been understandable for a lawyer rep-
resenting her clients. They certainly may have been understand-
able for an attorney general of a Western State, and I have some
experience in that regard. They may have been understandable for
a Republican Senate candidate. But some of those positions are dis-
turbing, at least to my mind, in a nominee for Secretary of the In-
terior.

This hearing will afford Ms. Norton the opportunity to state her
views on the role of the Secretary of the Interior, explain how she
can reconcile her past positions with the responsibilities that she
would have entrusted to her in this new position. Her answers to
these questions will determine how I am able to vote on this nomi-
nation.

Senator Murkowski.

STATEMENT OF HON. FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, U.S. SENATOR
FROM ALASKA

Senator MURKOWSKI. Thank you very much, Chairman Binga-
man. I want to commend you and your staff, working with our
staff, for the structure of this hearing. I think that with the testi-
mony that we are going to hear we are going to be able to answer
many of the questions that we have relative to this nominee.

I want to commend our President-elect Bush for nominating the
first woman, the first woman for the Secretary of the Interior. I
think it is an outstanding nomination of a candidate who has cer-
tainly the knowledge, the experience, to take on one of the most
challenging positions in the Executive Branch.

Her responsibility is one in my opinion of balance. She is going
to have to balance the protection of our Nation’s resources with the
realism that we need to develop those resources using the best
technology available. I think one of the themes that have been sug-
gested is using the fuels of today to get to the technology of tomor-
row.

Now, this is a balance in my opinion that has swung dramati-
cally out of proportion in the last 8 years, as evidenced by the en-
ergy crisis that is existing in this country today, more particularly
in the State of California, where as a matter of fact to some extent
the lights are out.

Now, I have heard criticism that Ms. Norton has been identified
with groups that advocate such things as more complete apprecia-
tion of the economic consequences of governmental action or a bet-
ter understanding of the balance provided by the Tenth Amend-
ment to the Constitution. The issue of the power of the Federal
Government vis-a-vis the States has always been a contentious
issue and it is not going to go away.

But there has always been room for diversity and debate in the
marketplace of ideas, and that includes the Department of the Inte-
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rior. Did his work as president of the League of Conservation Vot-
ers disqualify the previous Secretary, Bruce Babbitt? Did George
Frampton’s lobbying for and his position as head of the Wilderness
Society disqualify him? No. They both had strong advocacies for
their point of view. I guess it depends on whether you happen to
agree with their point of view. So it is a question of balance.

Now, those on the ideological side of the current protesters are
going to be heard through, I think, various members of this com-
mittee. Ms. Norton has been accused only of guilt by association,
has been tarred with innuendoes and brushed with, I think, mis-
interpretation.

Well, today let us look at the record and proceed with this nomi-
nation hearing. You know, this committee has had a long history
of asking tough questions on policy issues and avoiding character
assassination, and I know this tradition can continue. Senator
Bingaman and I have worked closely together during the time I
was chairman and a day and a half or so. We will continue to work
closely together when I resume that responsibility, assuming my
colleagues on the right are of that particular disposition. And if
they are not, we can talk later—no, I did not mean that.

[Laughter.]

Now, I do not think the implication of the Natural Resource De-
fense Council that Gale Norton is an anarchist should have any
place in this society. On the other hand, caution is in order. We
need the balance, as I have stated.

I often recall with some amusement when the so-called “cell
phone naturalist” drives his or her sports utility vehicle into the
national forest. He calls home on his cell phone, looks for direction
from his global positioning system, checks the time on his watch.
As he communes, I guess, with nature, he makes the decision there
and then that no mining, no energy development, should ever take
place in this spot. He ignores the fact that each person in this Na-
tion uses about 22,000 pounds of non-energy minerals each day and
those minerals must come, they must come from somewhere.

We look at the timber resources, which is renewable. Do we want
them to come from the rain forests of South America, where there
is very little environmental control, or do we want to bring it along
on a renewable basis from our own forests in this country, where
we can do it right with the regeneration process?

At the same time, the beauty that this so-called, I guess, cell
phone naturalist recognizes, we have to have a realistic claim on
protection for future generations. So again, it is a question of bal-
ance. Balance is the key in my opinion at the Department of the
Interior, and I think Ms. Norton will provide that balance.

The Secretary is responsible for our public domain, the public
lands that support the wilderness, recreation, grazing, forestry,
mining, oil, gas development, and many, many other uses as well.
If we are going to deal honestly with our energy situation, we will
need carefully to examine the process for granting right of ways.
How can you generate more energy sources if you do not have right
of ways? The same can be said for transmission corridors and the
needs for rural communities for access.

Unlike the various interest groups who have the luxury of advo-
cating only one position, the Secretary has been given the mandate
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to balance those needs and be a steward of the land on behalf of
all Americans, not just special interest groups. As a consequence,
I think we would all agree that the Secretary has trust responsibil-
ities as well. They go into the Indian tribes. Very frankly, the
record there is not a very good one. The management of the trust
funds in my opinion has been a disaster. Activities under the min-
ing laws, the Mineral Leasing Act, the outer continental shelf, will
all come under her direction.

We have the capability to develop the vast supplies of oil and gas
in this Nation in an environmentally sensitive manner and we
should do so. What is not being given credibility is the advanced
technology that we have been able to develop as we, if you will,
evaluate the risks associated with that development.

I am reminded in my own State of Alaska about 15 years ago we
brought in the tenth largest field and we used 56 acres. It was
called Endicott. It was the technology of 15 to 20 years ago. Given
the opportunity, because of our increased dependence on imported
oil, which is about 57 percent and the Department of Energy indi-
cated this morning it would be up to 62 percent within the next
4 years, we have an opportunity to open up a portion of the coastal
plain. That is 19 million acres up there, an area the size of the
State of South Carolina. Yet industry tells us that, if the oil is
there, the footprint is 2,000 acres. That is what is lacking in the
consideration in my opinion by the environmental community as
we look at our ability, by using the technology, to open up our re-
sources in an appropriate manner.

Now, as Secretary you are going to have the responsibility for the
U.S. territories. Many people overlook that, but we cannot on this
committee because we are the committee of oversight. Our record
is not very good there. The Virgin Islands are on the edge of bank-
ruptcy. American Samoa is surviving only by borrowing against its
portion of the tobacco settlement. The Northern Mariana Islands
has an economy that has been allowed to become totally dependent
on an immigration and labor situation that simply should not exist
under the American flag, and to a large degree it is ignored. Sen-
ator Akaka and I have worked very hard on that. We have been
over there and observed that situation, and I can tell you it is des-
picable.

All of these areas require an openness and a willingness to un-
dertake the balance necessary to provide for the needs of this and
future generations. I am confident that she will carefully enforce
the laws and work with the Congress and particularly this commit-
tee.

On a personal note, Ms. Norton has been to Alaska on several
occasions and that is several more times than some of the self-ap-
pointed experts who want to manage my State. She knows what
the effect of decisions made in Washington can be on local econo-
mies and how dependent those economies are on the Federal es-
tate. She has, I think, a distinguished record of public service and
the respect of those she has dealt with as well. She has also had
a record of openness and being directly involved in decisions. I am
certainly pleased to support her nomination.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to add for the record the names of
12 governors supporting her nomination: the Governors of Arizona,
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Idaho, Nebraska, New Mexico, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming,
Texas, North Dakota, Nevada, and Montana, as well as Colorado.
I thank the chair.
Chairman BINGAMAN. We now have our two distinguished col-
leagues from Colorado here to introduce the nominee, as well as
the Governor of Colorado. So first I will call on Senator Campbell.

STATEMENT OF HON. BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL,
U.S. SENATOR FROM COLORADO

Senator CAMPBELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

As a member of this committee, I am honored and pleased to be
introducing my friend and my colleague of many years, my
fellow——

Senator MURKOWSKI. Would you pull that mike up a little bit,
Senator Campbell.

Senator CAMPBELL. Sorry.

I am pleased to introduce my friend and colleague Gale Norton
from Colorado. She is overwhelmingly qualified and the absolute
right person for the Secretary of the Interior post. I have known
Gale, as all of us have here at this table, for many years and let
me state right up front and for the record, she has a long and dis-
tinguished record of doing the right thing always.

She is a consensus builder, which might just be illustrated by her
8 years as Colorado’s Attorney General, where she served under a
Democratic governor and still accomplished many initiatives for the
betterment of Colorado, including Superfund cleanups. For more
than 20 years, she has provided leadership on environmental and
public lands issues and has demonstrated a responsible, common
sense approach in preserving our natural heritage.

In my view, in fact, she is being accused now, as you probably
read in the newspapers, of being not centrist enough. But I liken
that to the current administration, which has in the last few years
advocated tearing down dams. I think if you went to California now
and talked to the people who are closing their factories and the
lights are shut off in their restaurants and they cannot see the
stoplights because they are out on the corners and so on and you
talk to them and said, is tearing down the energy-producing dams
a centrist view, they would probably say not so and they would
agree much more with Gale Norton, who believes in the careful
production of energy.

Another significant fact to know about Gale Norton is that she
is committed to enforcing the law as it is written and not by rule
and regulation. As Attorney General of Colorado, she created an
environmental crimes task force to prosecute the most flagrant pol-
luters. She has played a leading role in the cleanup of pollution at
mining sites to protect the environment and restore Colorado’s nat-
ural resources, and she led the way in ensuring a safe cleanup of
the Rocky Mountain Arsenal, personally arguing and winning a
landmark case in court to force the Federal Government and an oil
company to meet Colorado standards for environmental protection
and public health, which in many cases are more stringent than
Federal standards.
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Gale Norton believes that everyone has a role to play in defend-
ing and preserving our environment. Businesses and communities,
government and people, all need to have a seat at the table.

As you know, in the last couple days nine more large tracts of
land have been locked up in the West without any local input
whatsoever. Gale believes that local people should be involved in
decisionmaking and that their lifestyle that is often dependent on
those public lands should be considered.

As a researcher at Stanford University, Ms. Norton researched
emissions trading approaches like those later adopted in the Clean
Air Act. These approaches created market-based incentives for
businesses to reduce emissions. Gale Norton supported the Colo-
rado audit law, a law which was co-sponsored by several Democrats
and signed by a Democratic governor, to achieve better environ-
mental protection by encouraging early and full identification of en-
vironmental problems and, most important, long-term decisions.

Another issue which is important to many of the members on
this committee since they come from public lands States in the
West is that of water rights. Gale Norton has championed Western
water rights over the years. Growing populations and changing val-
ues are placing increasing demands on our existing and limited
water supplies in the West, resulting in water use conflicts
throughout the country.

Recent conflicts are particularly apparent out where we live,
where agriculture needs for water are often in direct conflict with
urban needs, like the demand for water for the Endangered Species
Act, for recreation and picturesque scenery. In the arid West, natu-
rally scarce water supplies and growing urban populations have in-
creased Federal-State tensions because States have historically had
primacy in interstate water allocation.

Debate over Western water centers around the issue of how best
to plan for and manage the use of this limited resource. I believe
that Gale Norton will be able to use her background in water
issues to build a consensus and start settling some of the disputes
on water. She was one of the first and early advocates of the Colo-
rado Ute Indian Water Rights Settlement Act, commonly called the
ALP, which you, Chairman Bingaman, and I both supported over
the years.

As the past chairman of the Indian Affairs Committee and I sup-
pose the next chairman in a few more days again, I believe that
Gale will effectively manage Indian affairs with the Department of
the Interior, which it has responsibility for. During her 8-year ten-
ure as Colorado’s Attorney General, Gale Norton developed a
strong working relationship with Colorado’s two tribes, the Ute
Mountain Tribe and the Southern Ute Tribe. Together they worked
on a number of important matters, including water rights settle-
ments and environmental regulation, taxation, and a whole bunch
of other complex issues. In fact, she testified a number of times be-
fore our committee. She is very knowledgeable in Indian law and
she will bring that knowledge and experience of working with the
tribes to the Department, and I am confident that she will continue
that work.
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I have two letters I would ask unanimous consent, from the Ute
Mountain Indian Tribe and the Southern Ute Tribe supporting her
nomination, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman BINGAMAN. We will include those in the record.

Senator CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman, Senator Murkowski men-
tioned the trust fund debacle over there at the Interior Depart-
ment. All of us on this committee are aware that there is $2.5 bil-
lion of missing money in the Bureau of Indian Affairs accounts that
they say is there but nobody can find it. She has made that a prior-
ity, to try to straighten that up and make sure the people who ac-
tually own that money, the individual Indians living on trust land,
will receive their just dues.

Mr. Chairman, the Ute Tribes strongly support her, but in talk-
ing with other tribes around the country, they also do. All the ones
I have talked to also support her.

She listens to common sense while she searches for common
ground. Unlike many in Washington, she understands that real en-
vironmental solutions seldom come just from the Beltway profes-
sionals. They come from real people with honest concerns for the
land and the water, people on the ground dealing with those con-
cerns on a daily basis. She will insist that the Federal Government
work with local communities to find the best way to preserve and
protect our Nation’s natural resources.

I am pleased to say that Gale Norton has my full support and
will make an outstanding Secretary of the Interior. Frankly, I am
a little disturbed about the opposition. I saw this morning’s Wash-
ington Post, as you probably did, with a full page ad taken out by
some of the extreme environmental community, where they have
half of her face on the page and half of her face off of the page.

I know that it seems to be in vogue now to disagree with the
nominees by embarking on some form of character assassination.
But I would compare that senseless business in the Post this morn-
ing with the very thoughtful and carefully written editorial by our
colleague John Breaux, who is a man that I think everybody in this
body supports, who basically says in his editorial that she is a good
person for the job and should be supported. Those shrill voices of
the extreme elements of our society we are hearing now in the cur-
rent process of confirming our nominees, I think they have very
limited perspectives and make up in shrillness what they lack in
common sense in my view.

Mr. Chairman, as a member of this committee I offer my support
once again to Gale Norton, and I thank you.

Chairman BINGAMAN. Thank you very much.

Senator Allard.

STATEMENT OF HON. WAYNE ALLARD, U.S. SENATOR
FROM COLORADO

Senator ALLARD. Mr. Chairman, it is an honor for me to be here
to be able to introduce to you Gale Norton, Secretary-designate for
the Department of the Interior. I have known Gale Norton for some
time. I consider her to be a very close friend. She is a great Colo-
radoan. She was born and educated in the State of Colorado. Today
she enjoys many of the natural resources we have in our great
State.
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I want to take a few moments to talk about her resume. As you
might imagine, she has a long one. So what I have done is I have
selected those parts of her resume which I think is very important
to the committee’s deliberation today as they consider her nomina-
tion by the President for Secretary of the Interior.

She graduated magna cum laude from the University of Denver
in 1975. Then she went on to graduate from the College of Law
with a juris doctor degree in 1978. She is a member of the Law
School Honor Society.

She moved forward from that point with her academic creden-
tials to become a part of the faculty of the University of Denver.
She is truly an academician. She knows how to evaluate issues, she
knows how to talk about the pros and cons of various issues that
may come before her. Because of this strong academic background,
she was frequently called upon to give speeches and to talk to
groups in Colorado and across the country on issues that were im-
portant to them in which she was considered an expert.

She went on from the University of Colorado to serve as a law
clerk for the Colorado Court of Appeals. In the 1980’s she decided
to come to Washington and she worked for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and then moved over to the Department of the Interior
as Associate Solicitor for Conservation and Wildlife.

Then she returned back to Colorado, she ran for public office and
was elected by the people of Colorado to serve as their Attorney
Ger;eral. She served from 1991 to 1999 as Colorado’s Attorney Gen-
eral.

The point that I would like to make to the committee is that
Gale Norton has had a broad experience in her life. It includes her
having to walk in many of the shoes of somebody who has worked
for a Federal agency here in Washington in the Department of Ag-
riculture, as well as in the Department of the Interior. She has had
to walk in the shoes of the State from which she was born and edu-
cated and representing many of her constituents as the Attorney
General of the State of Colorado.

I think that when we look at her academic background, we look
at her experience both at the Federal level and at the State level,
I think she is uniquely qualified to be the next Secretary of the In-
terior and I strongly endorse her, because I think her total of 20
years of experience on environmental and natural resource issues
will make her a great Secretary of the Department of the Interior.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman BINGAMAN. Thank you very much.

We are honored to have Governor Bill Owens from Colorado here
also to introduce the nominee. Please go right ahead.

STATEMENT OF HON. BILL OWENS, GOVERNOR,
STATE OF COLORADO

Governor OWENS. Senator Bingaman, thank you very much.
members of the committee, thank you for allowing me to say a few
words on behalf of Gale Norton.

It is good to be back in the Senate. Years ago, 25 years ago, 1
served on the staff of Senator John Tower, and I regret to this day
what happened to him, to that fine American, during his Senate
confirmation. Years before that I served with Jim Wright. I was
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Jim Wright’s page in the House of Representatives. I have a lot of
respect for what it is you are charged with doing this afternoon.

I guess what I really hope is that we do not take this fine person
and tear her apart through this process, because I know Gale Nor-
ton, I have worked with her, I have known her for 15 years, and
this is a dedicated public servant who has always done what she
thought was best for the people of Colorado.

I am going to not be redundant to what my friends Senator
Campbell and Senator Allard have already said. You have heard
about her distinguished 8-year career as Attorney General. You
know, when you are looking to see where Gale Norton comes from
it is important to note that she was elected in 1990 in a landslide
as a Republican in the same year that Governor Roy Roemer was
re-elected by a landslide as a Democrat in Colorado.

The same thing occurred in 1994. Gale Norton won in a landslide
on the Republican side, Roy Roemer won in a landslide on the
Democratic side. It is because Colorado is a centrist State. It votes
for the person, not the party. In voting for Gale Norton, it was vot-
ing for a person who really represented the mainstream that I
think is the reality of Colorado.

You are going to hear a lot today about a number of issues. Just
from a Colorado perspective, we have a self-audit law in the State
of Colorado, as do 29 other States in this Union. In Colorado this
law passed, for reference purposes, by a vote of 60 to 4 in our
House of Representatives, obviously bipartisan; it passed our Sen-
ate by a vote of 24 to 8, again clearly bipartisan; was then signed
into law by Governor Roy Roemer. It was Gale Norton’s job as At-
torney General to defend that Colorado law in court, a defense
which she performed admirably.

But that law was a bipartisan law, a well-intentioned and I be-
lieve successful effort to bring more companies into a partnership
in terms of cleaning up the environment. Again, today it has been
copied throughout these United States.

You are going to hear about a mine called Summitville.
Summitville is a disaster which we are all familiar with in Colo-
rado. Just let the record reflect that that mine was cited in 1983
under the administration of my very good friend Governor Dick
Lamb. The environmental failure occurred in 1986.

Gale Norton was elected in 1990. She took office in 1991. She
sued the owner of Summitville in 1992, sued the owner again to
keep the mine filtering system open when that owner declared
bankruptcy, sued the personal owner of that mine in 1996, and 3
weeks ago the current Attorney General, Ken Salazar of Colorado,
a Democrat, was able to settle with that owner for almost $30 mil-
lion based on the work that he did and based on the work that
Gale Norton did. That is one reason I believe that Ken Salazar, our
Democratic Attorney General in Colorado, along with four other
Democratic attorney generals, has endorsed Gale’s nomination.

I am so proud of what she did with Rocky Mountain Arsenal.
This is a chemical warfare plant that we have just outside of the
Denver metropolitan area. She sued the Federal Government to
force a cleaner standard, a higher standard of cleanup, actually to
force the Federal Government to follow Colorado’s standard rather
than Federal standards for the cleanup of that site, and she won
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that lawsuit. In suing the Federal Government, she also sued Shell
Oil Company.

She has done the same thing with Rocky Flats, our nuclear bomb
factory, which also is right outside Denver, Colorado. She has gone
to court to allow individuals to sue the Federal Government under
the Superfund Act.

This is a lady that is moderate and centrist and has worked hard
for our environment in Colorado and I know would do an outstand-
ing job as Secretary of the Interior.

One final issue that I know you are going to hear about. It con-
cerns a legal case called the Adderand case in the State of Colo-
rado. It is a case involving minority set-asides and involving a law-
suit against the State of Colorado by a gentleman named
Adderand. Colorado had in place a set of required mandatory set-
asides for construction projects. Over the years the Supreme Court
had successively weakened its standard and in fact made it clear
that our Adderand case was indefensible in court based on Su-
preme Court dicta.

So there was an attempt in Colorado to pursue this case to high-
er courts. Our Governor, Governor Roy Roemer, wanted to pursue
the appeals higher. Gale Norton as an attorney and as Attorney
General said, we are going to lose if we do so. I know that, Senator
Bingaman, you have been an attorney general and I know we have
a former governor, Mr. Bayh, Senator Bayh. She said to her client:
We cannot win this case and we should not pursue it.

Under Colorado law, the Governor had the right to pursue it and
did so by retaining outside counsel, a former Supreme Court jus-
tice, and we lost twice in the U.S. Supreme Court. She was fulfill-
ing her oath as an attorney and as Attorney General of Colorado
in terms of following what the Supreme Court had told us was
legal.

So gentlemen, I really appreciate your courtesy in allowing a
Governor to speak to you today. I am telling you that Colorado is
proud of Gale Norton. As a State senator, I voted on 266 of Gov-
ernor Roemer’s appointees in my 6 years in the State senate. I
voted for 264 of that Governor’s appointees. I understand the con-
stitutional responsibility you have to advise and consent. I just ask
you to, as I know you will, Mr. Chairman, give this lady a fair
hearing. As you do so, I am confident she will be confirmed.

Thank you very much.

Chairman BINGAMAN. Thank you for your statement. Thank all
three of you for your statements.

Ms. Norton, I am required to administer the oath to you. But be-
fore I do so, did you have family members you wanted to introduce
before we went through that formality?

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chairman, I would like to introduce my hus-
band, John Hughes.

Chairman BINGAMAN. We welcome him to the committee.

[Applause.]

Chairman BINGAMAN. The rules of the committee which apply to
all nominees require that the nominee be sworn in connection with
her testimony. Could you please rise and raise your right hand,
please.
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Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give
to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources shall
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

Ms. NORTON. I do.

Chairman BINGAMAN. Thank you. Why don’t you be seated.

Let me ask you three questions. Will you be available to appear
before this committee and other congressional committees to rep-
resent departmental positions and respond to issues of concern to
the Congress if you are confirmed?

Ms. NORTON. Yes, I will be.

Chairman BINGAMAN. Are you aware of any personal holdings,
investments, or interests that could constitute a conflict or create
the appearance of such a conflict should you be confirmed and as-
sume the office to which you have been nominated by the Presi-
dent?

Ms. NORTON. I have worked with the Office of Government Eth-
ics to review my finances. We have determined that there is one
company in which I own stock, that I will divest and so that will
not be a continuing conflict. I have also taken additional steps to
ensure that appearances of conflict are alleviated. For example, I
had a tax-sheltered annuity that was established when I worked
with Mountain States Legal Foundation. I will be moving that into
another program so there is absolutely no connection with the foun-
dation.

Chairman BINGAMAN. The final question: Are you involved or do
you have any assets held in blind trusts?

Ms. NORTON. No, sir, I do not.

Chairman BINGAMAN. Why don’t you go ahead with your state-
ment, then. Thank you.

TESTIM