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Already, cities all across America are plan-
ning celebrations of their own. Over the next
3 years, the First Lady and 1 will work with
Governors, mayors, community leaders, to
make the millennium a truly national cele-
bration of gifts to the future. I invite you to
share your ideas with us by visiting our new
White House Millennium Program website
at www.whitehouse.gov. | decided that | have
a future giving out 800 numbers and
websites. [Laughter] We only can hope to
equal the number of hits that Governor Car-
lin has already said the Archives have.

This is a serious thing. We want the best
ideas we can to commemorate, to energize,
and to drive the largest possible number of
Americans to work together to make con-
tributions to the future. And technology can
help us do it. We want people of all ages
and all walks of life to give us their ideas
through the website. Over the next 3 years
the site will give us a chance also to tell the
American people about what we’re planning.

We will award the best local projects with
the honorary title, Millennium Communities.
And we'll post those stories on our websites
for other communities to read about and
learn from. Other nations are keenly inter-
ested in what we're doing to mark the millen-
nium and today, therefore, the Voice of
America is broadcasting this event around
the world. The Voice of America is also
launching its own project, a series of special
broadcasts about how we are celebrating the
millennium.

We mark our own lives by milestones and
anniversaries. We mark the timeline of our
Nation with commemorations: the bicenten-
nial of our independence, the 50th anniver-
sary of D-Day, the 50th anniversary of the
end of World War 1l in the Pacific, next
month the 40th anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s historic order to integrate Little Rock
Central High School.

Each of our major turning points was an
affirmation of our values, and as we recall
them, we renew those values and gain new
energy from them. With the millennium, we
must now decide how to think about our
commitment to the future. Thomas Paine
said a long time ago, “We have it in our
power to begin the world over again.” We
have always believed that in this country, and

1251

we must now take it upon ourselves to take
stock as we approach this new millennium
to commit ourselves to begin the world over
again for our children, our children’s chil-
dren, for people who will live in a new cen-
tury. It is to the people of that new century
that we must all offer our very best gifts. It
is for them that we will celebrate the millen-
nium.

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:43 a.m. in the
Rotunda. In his remarks, he referred to John Car-
lin, Archivist of the United States; Sir John Cerr,
British Ambassador to the United States; Andrew
Peacock, Australian Ambassador to the United
States; Dr. John Brademas, president, New York
University; and Robert Stanton, Director, Na-
tional Park Service.

Statement on Signing the
International Dolphin Conservation
Program Act

August 15, 1997

I am pleased today to sign into law H.R.
408, the “International Dolphin Conserva-
tion Program Act”. This Act is the product
of a bipartisan effort by the Congress, my
Administration, and a number of major envi-
ronmental groups and U.S. fishermen. The
Act will ensure that one of the best inter-
national programs to conserve marine re-
sources will be strengthened and continued.

The protection of dolphins in the eastern
tropical Pacific Ocean, where these marine
mammals swim together with schools of yel-
lowfin tuna, has long been a high priority for
the United States. Strengthening the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Program
through this legislation is a major victory for
strong international efforts to protect dol-
phins caught during tuna fishing in this re-
gion.

The Act recognizes that ongoing inter-
national efforts have been a tremendous suc-
cess—dolphin mortalities have been reduced
by more than 98 percent from previous lev-
els. Foreign nations, whose fishing fleets
have contributed to this success, will no
longer face U.S. embargoes on their tuna
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products if they continue to participate effec-
tively in this international program.

One of the major provisions of this Act
is the change in the definition of the standard
for the “dolphin-safe” label affixed to canned
tuna sold in the United States. The definition
of dolphin-safe will be changed to mean that
no dolphins were killed or seriously injured
during harvesting of the tuna. The label
change will take effect in March 1999 unless
the Secretary of Commerce determines that
tuna fishing by encircling dolphins has a sig-
nificant adverse impact on dolphin stocks.
United States policy on this question has
been and will continue to be based on the
best available scientific information.

Unfortunately, H.R. 408 also contains pro-
visions that could be construed to direct how
the Nation’s foreign affairs should be con-
ducted. The Constitution vests the President
with special authority to conduct the Nation’s
foreign affairs, and this authority necessarily
entails the exercise of discretion. Thus, sec-
tion 4(e), that portion of section 6(c) that
amends section 302 of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act, and section 7(c) will be con-
strued to be advisory within the executive
branch.

In approving H.R. 408, I would like to rec-
ognize Congressmen Gilchrest, Cunning-
ham, Saxton, Cardin, and Green and Sen-
ators Breaux, Stevens, McCain, Kerry,
Snowe, and Hollings for their efforts in the
passage of this legislation.

The strictly enforced dolphin protection
regime that this Act endorses is a model of
effective international cooperation on an im-
portant environmental matter, and | am
pleased to sign it.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
August 15, 1997.

NoTe: H.R. 408, approved August 15, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-42.

Aug. 15 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 12

In the morning, the President traveled to
St. Louis, MO, and in the evening, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

August 13

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kirk Robertson as the Executive
Vice President of the Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Douglas Eakeley to the Board of
Directors of the Legal Services Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate former Senator Sam Nunn as Co-
Chair and David Campbell, Charles Lee, and
Elvin Moon as members of the Advisory
Committee to the President’s Commission
on Critical Infrastructure Protection.

August 15

In the morning, the President met with
foreign policy advisers to discuss the Middle
East. In the afternoon, he met with the advis-
ers to discuss Bosnia.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.



