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tices. But we still have a long way to go before the wage gap between men
and women is eliminated. This year, I proposed an additional $43 million
for the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and the De-
partment of Labor in order to strengthen enforcement of the laws that pro-
hibit discrimination, including wage discrimination; to encourage medi-
ation; and to help the EEOC reduce the average time it takes to resolve pri-
vate sector complaints. This additional funding will help all victims of dis-
crimination, including wage discrimination, obtain relief in a more timely
manner. And the Women’s Bureau at the Department of Labor will con-
tinue to make resources available through the Fair Pay Clearinghouse to
highlight model pay practices and educate employers about the practical
benefits of assuring equal pay for their employees.

As we observe National Equal Pay Day, I urge businesses and State and
local governments across our Nation to make a solemn commitment to rec-
ognize the value of women’s contributions to the workplace and to reward
them appropriately. By doing so, we will help provide opportunity and
promote equality and justice for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim April
3, 1998, as National Equal Pay Day. I call upon Government officials, law
enforcement agencies, business leaders, educators, and the American peo-
ple to recognize the full value of the skills and contributions of women in
the labor force. I urge all employers to review their wage practices and to
ensure that all their employees, including women, are paid equitably for
their work.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7078 of April 7, 1998

Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
As a new century of great promise and possibility approaches, as science
and technology advance at astonishing rates, it is clear that now, more than
ever, education is the key to our children’s future.

We should also recognize that education must serve not only as a path to
knowledge, but also as a means to develop the character of our Nation’s
youth. When expanding educational opportunities, we must ensure that in
addition to raising academic standards, we emphasize values, personal re-
sponsibility, and community spirit.

A firm believer in nurturing both mind and heart, the Lubavitcher Rebbe,
Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, devoted his life to helping young people
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realize their potential and become visionary leaders and thinkers, as well
as concerned, caring, and productive citizens. He established more than
2,000 educational and social institutions in more than 40 States and nearly
60 countries. He was deeply committed to fostering civic pride and moral
integrity along with professional success.

On this day, as we remember Rabbi Schneerson’s achievements, let us reaf-
firm our commitment to providing our Nation’s children with an education
that will enable them to flourish, both intellectually and spiritually.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 7, 1998, as
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I invite Government officials, educators,
volunteers, and all of the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate activities, programs, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7079 of April 9, 1998

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Engraved on the Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., are
the words ‘‘Freedom Is Not Free.’’ Generations of Americans who have
served our Nation in uniform know the truth of this inscription. They have
paid freedom’s price by leaving behind their homes, families, and civilian
lives to serve America around the globe. They have paid the price by suf-
fering injuries and even death. And some have paid the price for our free-
dom by sacrificing their own as prisoners of war.

While in captivity, American prisoners of war have served our Nation with
the same valor, pride, honor, and dedication as their comrades on the bat-
tlefield. American POWS have struggled for their freedom, armed with
courage, wits, and an indomitable spirit. Enduring long months or years of
hunger, abuse, torture, isolation, and the dreadful suspense of not knowing
when—or if—they would ever be released, they have remained true to
themselves and to our country.

This year we commemorate the 25th anniversary of Operation Home-
coming, when we finally achieved the release of our prisoners of war from
captivity in Southeast Asia. We also mark the anniversary of Operations
Big Switch and Little Switch some 45 years ago, when Americans held cap-
tive during the Korean War finally came home. As these heroes returned
to the open arms of their families and the grateful hearts of their fellow
Americans, we saw written on their faces their deep love for our country
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