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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7085 of April 21, 1998
National Volunteer Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Volunteers enrich our lives every day with their generosity and compas-
sion. In recent months, we have witnessed the extraordinary response of
America’s volunteers to the plight of those who have suffered from the se-
vere weather plaguing much of our country. In communities devastated by
mud slides, ice storms, flash floods, or tornadoes, volunteers have opened
their hearts and homes to offer shelter, hot meals, building materials, and—
most important—the hope and support that people desperately need to
begin putting their lives back together. This spirit of citizen service has
deep and strong roots in America’s past, and by nurturing this spirit we
can help to ensure a better future for our Nation.

Just one year ago, at the Presidents’ Summit for America’s Future in Phila-
delphia, | called on all Americans to dedicate their volunteer efforts to the
well-being of our children and to make the social and educational develop-
ment of our youngest citizens a national priority. Thousands of individuals
and organizations across America pledged their support for this effort; and
today, we can be proud that more than 93 million Americans are regularly
volunteering to help hundreds of thousands of children in need, serving as
leaders, mentors, tutors, and companions. Through their hard work and
generous response, this growing army of volunteers is making our streets
safer, our schools better, our children healthier, and our future brighter.

We must not only preserve this remarkable spirit of citizen service, but also
expand it. By emulating our Nation’s many unsung heroes—from the 12-
year-old in California who distributed dolls to disadvantaged children, to
the businessman in New York who created one of our country’s first
school-to-work programs—we must strive together to build a society free
from crime, poverty, illiteracy, and hopelessness. And by making citizen
service the shared experience of all Americans, we can build a sense of
common responsibility for our future.

This week and throughout the year, let us salute all those who devote their
time and talents to the betterment of our communities and the well-being
of our children. Let us honor the work of the thousands of voluntary, civic,
religious, school, and neighborhood groups across our Nation who do so
much to serve their fellow Americans and improve the quality of life for
us all. Let us also recognize and support the efforts of the Corporation for
National Service and its programs—AmeriCorps, Learn and Serve America,
and the National Senior Service Corps—as well as all the organizations,
communities, and individuals who have responded to the Presidents’ Sum-
mit call to action and are following through on the work begun there.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 19 through
April 25, 1998, as National Volunteer Week. | call upon all Americans to
observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities to
express appreciation to the countless volunteers among us for their com-
mitment to service and to encourage the spirit of volunteerism in our fami-
lies and communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7086 of April 22, 1998
National Park Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Within our national parks, we find all the rich diversity and extraordinary
beauty of America’s natural heritage. From the majestic Grand Tetons to the
mysterious Everglades, our parks preserve for us the treasures of our mag-
nificent country: the astonishing variety of plant and animal life, the tran-
quility of forests and meadows, and the breathtaking grandeur of our great
rivers, deserts, and mountains. Our national park sites also provide us with
vital links to our heritage as a people and a Nation. They tell us the stories
of the individuals, places, and events that have shaped the American char-
acter.

The Statue of Liberty National Monument and Ellis Island are tangible re-
minders of the more than 12 million immigrants who came to the United
States through this small gateway to a new world and a new life. For many
Americans, this national park site tells a very personal story of family
struggles and triumphs and of the courage it takes to seek freedom.

Many African Americans took a different but equally brave route to free-
dom. Their story has been preserved for us by the National Park Service
in the many historic sites marking the route of the Underground Railroad.
In homes, churches, and farms in communities throughout Ohio, Indiana,
Pennsylvania, New York, and elsewhere, we can experience the determina-
tion and indomitable spirit of African American men and women fleeing
the bonds of slavery, and we can learn more about the many heroes like
Harriet Tubman who helped them on their dangerous trek north to free-
dom.

This summer, our Nation will celebrate the 150th anniversary of the first
Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New York. That event will be
commemorated at Women’s Rights National Historical Park, where we are
reminded that the idea that men and women are created equal was once
considered radical. On this site, visionaries such as Lucretia Mott, Eliza-
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