Proc. 7105 Title 3—The President

Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7105 of June 12, 1998

Flag Day and National Flag Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our country has undergone enormous change since the Continental Con-
gress first adopted the Stars and Stripes as the official Flag of the United
States of America in 1777. The new country that struggled for 7 long years
to win independence from Great Britain is today the most powerful Nation
on Earth. The 13 original colonies huddled close to the Atlantic coast of
North America have grown into 50 States, stretching across the continent
to the Pacific coast and beyond. From a population of less than 3 million,
we have grown to more than 269 million people whose differences in race,
religion, cultural traditions, and ethnic background have made us one of
the most diverse countries in the world.

Throughout these two centuries of remarkable growth and change, the Stars
and Stripes has remained the proud symbol of our fundamental unity.
Across the generations, our flag has united Americans in the quest for free-
dom and peace. Our soldiers first followed it into battle at Brandywine in
1777, and today our Armed Forces carry it on peacekeeping and humani-
tarian missions around the globe. The American flag accompanied Lewis
and Clark on their historic journey of exploration in the early 19th century,
and last year Pathfinder carried the image of the Stars and Stripes to the
distant landscape of Mars. In schoolyards, on public buildings, and dis-
played on the front porches of homes across America, our flag is an endur-
ing reminder of the hopes, dreams, and values we all share as Americans,
and of the sacrifices so many have made to keep it flying above a Nation
that is strong, secure, and free.

Like America, our flag was fashioned to accommodate change without al-
tering its fundamental design. The red and white stripes have remained
constant, reminding us of our roots in the 13 colonies. The white stars on
a field of blue, shifting in pattern as new States have joined the Union, cel-
ebrate our capacity for change. The challenge we have faced in the past and
will confront in the 21st century is the same challenge woven into the
American flag—to respond creatively to new possibilities while remaining
true to our basic ideals of freedom, justice, and human dignity. As we cele-
brate Flag Day and Flag Week, let us reaffirm our reverence for the Amer-
ican flag, the bright banner that has uplifted the hearts and inspired the
finest efforts of Americans for more than 200 years. It has been the symbol
of and companion on our American journey thus far, and it will continue
to lead us as we embrace the promise of the future.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint resolution
approved August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492), designated June 14 of each year
as “Flag Day” and requested the President to issue an annual proclamation
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calling for its observance and for the display of the Flag of the United
States on all Federal Government buildings. The Congress also requested
the President, by joint resolution approved June 9, 1966 (80 Stat. 194), to
issue annually a proclamation designating the week in which June 14 falls
as ““National Flag Week” and calling upon all citizens of the United States
to display the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 1998, as Flag Day and the
week beginning June 14, 1998, as National Flag Week. | direct the appro-
priate officials to display the flag on all Federal Government buildings dur-
ing that week, and | urge all Americans to observe Flag Day and National
Flag Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their homes and other suit-
able places.

I also call upon the people of the United States to observe with pride and
all due ceremony those days from Flag Day through Independence Day,
also set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor our Nation,
to celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities, and to publicly
recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7106 of June 17, 1998

Father’s Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Fathers hold us close and lift us up in so many ways throughout our lives.
Devoted fathers work day in and day out, not only to help provide their
families with food, clothing, education, and a good home, but also to give
their children the values, guidance, encouragement, and self-esteem to
make the most of their lives. With careful planning and many quiet sac-
rifices, fathers seek to give their children the freedom to dream and the op-
portunity to make those dreams a reality. Across our Nation, at piano recit-
als and basketball games, at science fairs and high school graduations,
proud fathers rejoice at the achievements of their sons and daughters.

In today’s complex and changing society, fathers have taken on new roles
and additional responsibilities within their homes, balancing the varied de-
mands of work and family. They are nurturers as well as providers, con-
fidants and best friends as well as heroes and role models. They teach their
children how to read, how to drive, and how to live. And, like generations
of fathers who came before them, they build a strong foundation of love
that enables their sons and daughters to stand taller, see farther, and reach
higher. On Father’s Day, let us thank the biological fathers, stepfathers, fos-
ter fathers, and adoptive fathers across America whose love graces their
children’s lives and whose character strengthens our Nation.
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