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Executive Order 12866 or the
Department’s regulatory policies and
procedures. In terms of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, our preliminary
conclusion is that the action on which
the ANPRM seeks comment would not
have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities.
This is because the entities that the
proposal would affect are nationwide
certifying organizations that are not
small entities. The members of these
organizations are primarily individuals,
rather than entities. Because the
proposal would make ODAPC’s
consideration of SAP certification
organizations speedier and more
efficient, many of the effects of the
proposal would likely be positive. In
any event, the Department requests
comments on any small entity impacts
the proposal might have.

There are no Federalism impacts
sufficient to warrant a Federalism
assessment. If the Department decides to
include this item in the forthcoming
overall part 40 NPRM, it may be viewed
as involving an information collection
requirement under the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA). If so,
consideration of any information
collection burdens for this provision
will be included in the PRA
documentation for the part 40 NPRM.
The authority for this ANPRM is the
same as for the part 40 rulemaking in
general (i.e., 49 U.S.C. 102, 301, 322,
5331, 20140, 31306, and 45101, et seq.).

List of Subjects in 49 CFR Part 40

Drug testing, alcohol testing, reporting
and recordkeeping requirements, safety,
transportation.

Issued this 10th day of May 1999, at
Washington, D.C.
Rodney E. Slater,
Secretary of Transportation.
[FR Doc. 99-14080 Filed 6—-2—99; 8:45 am]
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Qualification of Pipeline Personnel
AGENCY: Research and Special Programs
Administration (RSPA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of availability of draft
environmental assessment.

SUMMARY: This proposed rule would
require pipeline operators to develop

and maintain a written qualification
program for individuals performing
covered tasks on pipeline facilities. The
intent of the rule is to ensure a qualified
workforce and reduce the probability
and consequences of incidents caused
by human error. A draft environmental
assessment of this proposed rule is
available in the docket.
DATES: Interested persons may submit
written comments on the Draft
Environmental Assessment until July 6,
1999.
ADDRESSES: Send comments in
duplicate to Dockets Facility, U.S.
Department of Transportation, Plaza
401, 400 Seventh Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20590-0001. Identify
the docket and notice number stated in
the heading of this notice. Persons
should send the original plus one (1)
copy. Comments may be filed
electronically by e-mail at
ops.comments@rspa.dot.gov. All
comments and docketed material will be
available for inspection and copying at
the Dockets Facility between 8:30 a.m.
and 5 p.m. each business day.
Comments can also be reviewed over
the Internet at http://dms.dot.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Marvin Fell at (202)366-6205 or by e-
mail at marvin.fell@rspa.dot.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Although
no regulatory program is capable of
completely eliminating human error, the
objective of this proposed rule is to
reduce the risk of accidents on pipeline
facilities attributable to human error. In
a notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM) published October 27, 1998 (63
FR 57269), RSPA proposed to require
pipeline operators to develop and
maintain a written qualification
program for individuals performing
covered tasks. This proposed rule for
qualification of individuals is intended
to provide additional levels of safety.
The proposed rule would require
operators of pipelines to develop a
qualification program to evaluate an
individual’s ability to perform covered
tasks and to recognize and react to
abnormal operating conditions that may
occur while performing covered tasks.
We have analyzed the proposed rule
for purposes of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). The proposed rule
should not significantly impact the
environment. It should provide some
improvement to the environment by
reducing the probability and
consequences of incidents on pipelines
caused by human error. Therefore, we
have determined that the proposed rule
would not significantly affect the
quality of the human environment. A

draft environmental assessment
document is available for review in the
docket.

Issued in Washington, DC, on May 26,
1999.
Richard B. Felder,
Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety.
[FR Doc. 99-14079 Filed 6—2-99; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 660

[Docket No. 990304061-9150-02; 1.D.
051099A]

RIN 0648—-AL63

Fisheries off West Coast States and in
the Western Pacific; Western Pacific
Crustaceans Fisheries; Bank-Specific
Harvest Guidelines

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS proposes a rule that
would divide the Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands (NWHI) lobster fishery
into four fishing grounds and allow the
Southwest Regional Administrator,
NMFS (Regional Administrator) to
allocate the annual NWHI harvest
guideline among these grounds for the
1999 season and beyond. The four
lobster fishing grounds would be:
Necker Island, Maro Reef, Gardner
Pinnacles, and the remaining NWHI
lobster fishing grounds combined. Also,
the proposed rule would allow lobster
vessels carrying a NMFS-certified vessel
monitoring system (VMS) unit to be
within the boundary of a fishing
grounds immediately after it is closed,
provided the vessels are making steady
progress to an open fishing grounds or
back to port. This rule is intended to
protect the lobster resources at each
fishing ground, to provide better data on
stocks, and to conserve the resource.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before June 18, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to the Regional Administrator,
2570 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawaii
96822 (attn: Al Katekaru). Copies of the
regulatory impact review/initial
regulatory flexibility analysis (RIR/
IRFA) (revised May 1999) and
environmental assessment are available



