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Release and Review of the EIS

The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) is expected to be filed
with the Environmental protection
Agency (EPA) and to be available for
public comment in the Spring of 2000.
At that time, the EPA will publish a
notice of availability in the Federal
Register. The comment period on the
Draft EIS will be at least 90 days from
the date the EPA publishes the notice of
availability in the Federal Register, as
required by the planning regulations.

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of the Draft EIS must structure
their participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions;
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp v.
NRDC. 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the DEIS stage but are not
raised until after completion of the Final
Environmental Impact Statement (Final
EIS) may be waived or dismissed by the
courts; City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.
2d 1016, 1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and
Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490
F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980).
Because of these court rulings, it is very
important that those interested in this
proposed action participate by the close
of the comment period so that
substantive comments and objectives
are made available to the Forest Service
at a time when it can meaningfully
consider them and respond to them in
the Final EIS.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns on the proposed programmatic
actions, comments on the Draft EIS
should be as specific as possible. It is
also helpful if comments refer to
specific pages or chapters of the draft
statement. Comments may also address
the adequacy of the Draft EIS or the
merits of the alternatives formulated
and discussed in the statements.
Reviewers may wish to refer to the
Counsel on Environmental Quality
Regulations for implementing the
procedural provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act at 40 CFR
1503.3 in addressing these points.

After the comment period ends on the
Draft EIS, comments will be analyzed,
considered, and responded to by the
Forest Service in preparing the Final
EIS. The Final EIS is scheduled to be
completed in the Spring of 2001. The
responsible official will consider the
comments, responses, and

environmental consequences discussed
in the Final EIS, and applicable laws,
regulations, and policies in making
decisions regarding the revision. The
responsible official will document the
decisions and reasons for the decisions
in a Record of Decision for the revised
plan. The decisions will be subject to
appeal in accordance with 36 CFR part
217. Jack A. Blackwell, Intermountain
Regional Forester, is the responsible
official for this EIS.

Dated: August 3, 1999.
Jerry B. Reese,
Forest Supervisor, Caribou National Forest.
[FR Doc. 99-20378 Filed 8—-6-99; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Proposed Changes to Section IV of the
Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) of
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service in Indiana

AGENCY: Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).

ACTION: Notice of availability of
proposed changes in section 1V of the
FOTG of the NRCS in Indiana for review
and comment.

SUMMARY: It is the intention of NRCS in
Indiana to issue a revised conservation
practice standard in Section IV of the
FOTG. The revised standard is Residue
Management, No Till/Strip Till (Code
329A). This practice may be used in
conservation systems that treat highly
erodible land.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before September 8, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Address all requests and
comments to Robert L. Eddleman, State
Conservationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), 6013
Lakeside Blvd., Indianapolis, Indiana
46278. Copies of these standards will be
made available upon written request.
You may submit electronic requests and
comments to joe.gasperi@in.usda.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert L. Eddleman, 317-290-3200.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
343 of the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
states that revisions made after
enactment of the law, to NRCS state
technical guides used to carry out
highly erodible land and wetland
provisions of the law, shall be made
available for public review and
comment. For the 2 next 30 days, the
NRCS in Indiana will receive comments

relative to the proposed changes.
Following that period, a determination
will be made by the NRCS in Indiana
regarding disposition of those comments
and a final determination of changes
will be made.

Dated: July 27, 1999.
Robert L. Eddleman,
State Conservationist, Indianapolis, Indiana.
[FR Doc. 99-20373 Filed 8-6-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Economic Analysis

Institutional Remittances to Foreign
Countries—BE—40; Proposed
Collection; Comment Request

AGENCY: Bureau of Economic Analysis,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before October 8, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Linda Engelmeier, Departmental
Forms Clearance Officer, Department of
Commerce, Room 5033, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
LEngelme@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to: Michael Mann, Chief,
Current Account Services Branch, Room
8018, Bureau of Economic Analysis,
U.S. Department of Commerce,
Washington, DC 20230; phone: (202)
606—-9573; and fax: (202) 606-5314.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

l. Abstract

The Bureau of Economic Analysis is
responsible for the computation and
publication of the U.S. balance of
payments accounts. The information
collected in this survey is an integral
part of the “private remittances’ portion
of the U.S. balance of payments
accounts. The balance of payments
accounts, which are published quarterly
in the Bureau’s monthly publication, the
Survey of Current Business, are one of
the major statistical products of BEA.



