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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7175 of March 24, 1999

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of
Greek and American Democracy, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
America has deep roots in Greece, and today we celebrate the friendship,
values, and aspirations our two countries have shared for more than 2 cen-
turies. Greek thought and the passion for truth and justice deeply influ-
enced many of our Nation’s earliest and greatest leaders. The documents
our founders wrote to establish our democracy and the political and legal
institutions they created to preserve our independence and protect our
rights reveal that influence.

Later, recognizing this profound debt to Greek thought and culture and in-
spired by the struggle of modern Greece in the War of Greek Independence,
many Americans left home to join in that distant fight for freedom between
1821 and 1832. In this century, the relationship between the Greek and
American peoples deepened as we fought together in two world wars. The
U.S. desire to help preserve freedom in Greece after the devastation of
World War II moved President Truman to stand firm against isolationism
and for postwar engagement abroad. Our nations stood together in Korea
and in the Gulf War, and we continue to work shoulder-to-shoulder today
in our efforts to find a lasting solution in the Balkans and to promote de-
mocracy around the world.

The bonds of family have further reinforced our ties of friendship and
shared ideals. All across our Nation, Americans of Greek descent have
brought their energy, grace, and determination to every field of endeavor,
and they have added immeasurably to the richness and diversity of our na-
tional life. The sons and daughters of Greece have flourished in America,
and with their help, America too has flourished.

Today, as we celebrate the 178th anniversary of the onset of modern
Greece’s struggle for independence, let us celebrate as well the great part-
nership between our nations and the precious heritage of freedom and de-
mocracy we share.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1999, as
Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth
day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7176 of March 25, 1999

Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation was founded at a time of extraordinary change, as the world
began to move from an agrarian to an industrial economy. Today, as we
approach the 21st century, exciting innovations in science and technology
are revolutionizing our society, and once again Americans must adapt to
the demands of a new era. Beckoning us with exciting new challenges and
far-reaching opportunities, our future depends as never before on our Na-
tion’s commitment to excellence in education.

Americans have met the dynamic changes in our society not only through
education but also by finding strength in our shared goals and values. And,
as we prepare for the challenges of a new millennium, these time-honored
principles must remain an important part of our children’s education. Far
more than the accumulation of facts and figures, a well-rounded education
that will serve our children throughout their lives must also include the
wisdom and insights of past generations. Family members, teachers, admin-
istrators, and neighbors should share their experiences and ideals with
young people to help them develop into mature, confident, and responsible
adults.

An esteemed scholar and inspired religious leader, Rabbi Menachem Men-
del Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, devoted his life to empowering
young people through education. His belief in the importance of intellec-
tual and spiritual enlightenment led him to establish more than 2,000 edu-
cational and social institutions around the world. Promoting faith, family,
and community, his work enriched our society and helped to lay the foun-
dation for our continued progress.

On this day and throughout the year, let us rededicate ourselves to the
ideals of education and sharing that were championed by Rabbi Schneerson
and are embraced by compassionate leaders across our country. As our so-
ciety continues to change and evolve, let us work with keen minds and
warm hearts to forge a future of peace and prosperity for all our children.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 28, 1999, as
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I invite Government officials, educators,
volunteers, and all of the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate activities, programs, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and


