Proclamations Proc. 7176

and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7176 of March 25, 1999
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation was founded at a time of extraordinary change, as the world
began to move from an agrarian to an industrial economy. Today, as we
approach the 21st century, exciting innovations in science and technology
are revolutionizing our society, and once again Americans must adapt to
the demands of a new era. Beckoning us with exciting new challenges and
far-reaching opportunities, our future depends as never before on our Na-
tion’s commitment to excellence in education.

Americans have met the dynamic changes in our society not only through
education but also by finding strength in our shared goals and values. And,
as we prepare for the challenges of a new millennium, these time-honored
principles must remain an important part of our children’s education. Far
more than the accumulation of facts and figures, a well-rounded education
that will serve our children throughout their lives must also include the
wisdom and insights of past generations. Family members, teachers, admin-
istrators, and neighbors should share their experiences and ideals with
young people to help them develop into mature, confident, and responsible
adults.

An esteemed scholar and inspired religious leader, Rabbi Menachem Men-
del Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, devoted his life to empowering
young people through education. His belief in the importance of intellec-
tual and spiritual enlightenment led him to establish more than 2,000 edu-
cational and social institutions around the world. Promoting faith, family,
and community, his work enriched our society and helped to lay the foun-
dation for our continued progress.

On this day and throughout the year, let us rededicate ourselves to the
ideals of education and sharing that were championed by Rabbi Schneerson
and are embraced by compassionate leaders across our country. As our so-
ciety continues to change and evolve, let us work with keen minds and
warm hearts to forge a future of peace and prosperity for all our children.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 28, 1999, as
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I invite Government officials, educators,
volunteers, and all of the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate activities, programs, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and
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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7177 of April 1, 1999
Cancer Control Month, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year for more than half a century, our Nation has dedicated the month
of April to reaffirming our commitment to developing more effective pre-
vention, detection, and treatment of cancer and to recognizing the progress
that we have made in fighting this devastating disease.

Today we are reaping the rewards of our long-standing efforts to combat
cancer as researchers make remarkable progress virtually every day. Over
the past several years, for example, scientists have identified genes in-
volved in a number of cancers, including cancers of the breast, prostate,
kidney, skin, and colon. In the first year of the Cancer Genome Anatomy
Project at the National Cancer Institute (NCI), researchers succeeded in
identifying more than 300,000 DNA sequences and 12,000 new genes—
double the initial expectation. The newly created Cancer Genetics Network
will help scientists answer the many clinical questions raised by these dis-
coveries. This national network will link participating cancer research cen-
ters and strengthen their efforts not only to identify genes that predispose
people to cancer, but also to learn better methods for counseling, testing,
and monitoring people for cancer susceptibility. These and other recent ad-
vances are providing Americans with our most powerful weapons to defeat
cancer: early detection and immediate treatment.

Recognizing the great promise such findings hold for our battle against can-
cer, my Administration has dedicated unprecedented Federal resources to-
ward cancer research. The omnibus appropriations bill I signed this past
October increased funding for the NCI by $400 million. This increase—the
single largest increase in funding for cancer and medical research in his-
tory—sets the NCI budget at nearly $3 billion, enabling it to fund critical
new research, including 10 new clinical trials for breast cancer treatment.
Last year we saw one of the most significant advances to date in cancer
prevention research with the discoveries from the landmark Breast Cancer
Prevention Trial. This study, a national clinical trial sponsored by the NCI,
found that the incidence of breast cancer fell by 49 percent among women
taking the anti-estrogen drug tamoxifen. Based upon this finding, last Octo-
ber, the Food and Drug Administration approved tamoxifen for preventa-
tive use by women at risk for breast cancer.

Through the Department of Defense, we are also awarding $60 million in
grants for prostate cancer research. These grants are funding innovative
new studies to determine the causes of prostate cancer, develop new meth-
ods of prevention and detection, and discover groundbreaking new treat-
ments to save lives. In addition, we have worked to accelerate the approval
process for new cancer drugs to ensure that cancer patients have access to
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