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foundation of our Nation. Mothers are the bridges that link America’s best
promise to its brightest reality.

The role of women has changed dramatically in the last half-century, bring-
ing exciting new opportunities as well as fresh challenges. Today, our
mothers can be mayors and managers, heads of households and home-
makers—yet they still make us the center of their lives and the focus of
their love. Regardless of whether they work inside or outside the home, we
still turn to our mothers when we need reassurance, advice, or comfort. De-
votion and love, loyalty and selflessness—these are the traits that define
motherhood.

For 85 years, we have reserved the second Sunday in May as a special day
to honor our mothers for their strength, nobility, and generosity. In so
many ways, we owe our successes—and those of our Nation—to the loving
influence of our mothers. Although we can never repay them for their gift
of life and love, we can honor them in person or cherish their beloved
memory. The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38
Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday in May of each year as
‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and requested the President to call for its appropriate ob-
servance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 9, 1999, as Mother’s Day. I urge
all Americans to express their love and appreciation for their mothers on
this day and every day and to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7195 of May 10, 1999

Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Whether working in big cities, suburban communities, or small rural towns,
America’s law enforcement officers serve each day as a defense against the
forces of crime and brutality. These courageous men and women defend
our lives with their own. All too often they pay the ultimate price for their
dedication, as America saw again this past year when an armed intruder
invaded the United States Capitol and gunned down Officer Jacob J. Chest-
nut and Detective John M. Gibson. These brave men were husbands, fa-
thers, neighbors, and friends. We must honor and remember their sacrifice
and the loss of the loved ones they left behind.

We must also remember that the heroes who died defending the U.S. Cap-
itol were just 2 of the 61 law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty
last year. Firearms took all but 3 of these lives. In addition, 78 officers died
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in tragic accidents. All of their memories live on, not only with their
friends and families, but also in the hearts of all of us who enjoy safer,
more peaceful lives because of their dedicated service.

This week we honor with special gratitude the nearly 600,000 highly
trained law enforcement personnel who serve our Nation each day. Wheth-
er working undercover against drug pushers, gang leaders, and terrorists;
apprehending fugitives; responding to domestic violence calls; or arresting
drunk drivers, these courageous men and women uphold their pledge to
preserve the peace and promote the public’s safety. In large part because
of their skill and determination, crime rates in our Nation have fallen to
the lowest point in 25 years, with the murder rate at its lowest level in 30
years. But the war on crime is a constant and dangerous struggle, and dur-
ing Police Week—and especially on Peace Officers Memorial Day—we
honor those who serve on the front lines of that battle.

By a joint resolution approved October 1, 1962 (76 Stat. 676), the Congress
has authorized and requested the President to designate May 15 of each
year as ‘‘Peace Officers Memorial Day’’ and the week in which it falls as
‘‘Police Week,’’ and, by Public Law 103–322 (36 U.S.C. 167), has requested
that the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 1999, as Peace Officers Me-
morial Day and May 9 through 15, 1999, as Police Week. I call upon the
people of the United States to observe these occasions with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities. I also request the Governors of the
States and of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as the appropriate
officials of all units of government, to direct that the flag of the United
States be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day on all build-
ings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and all areas
under its jurisdiction and control. I also invite all Americans to display the
flag at half-staff from their homes on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7196 of May 17, 1999

World Trade Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
World Trade Week provides a valuable opportunity to recognize the enor-
mous importance of exports to the United States economy and our way of
life. In recent years, exports have contributed to almost one-third of our
economic growth, helping to make today’s economy the strongest in a gen-
eration. Unemployment is at a 30-year low, business investment is boom-
ing, and private sector growth is on the rise. Every day, an increasing num-


