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tial funds they acquired in last year’s settlement with tobacco companies
in programs that help reduce youth smoking while not abandoning tobacco
farmers and their communities.

During this 23rd Great American Smokeout, I encourage all Americans to
create a healthy, tobacco-free environment for themselves, their children,
and their fellow citizens. I also ask that part of this special day be spent
engaging youth in discussions about the dangers of tobacco use, teaching
them how to establish healthy lifestyles, and helping them to develop effec-
tive measures for becoming or remaining tobacco-free.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 18, 1999,
as National Great American Smokeout Day. I call upon all Americans to
join together in an effort to educate our children about the dangers of to-
bacco use, and I urge both smokers and nonsmokers to take this oppor-
tunity to practice a healthy lifestyle that sets a positive example for young
people.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7252 of November 18, 1999
National Farm-City Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we gather with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving and to ex-
press our gratitude for the many blessings bestowed on ourselves and our
Nation, we must also give thanks for the special relationship between
America’s farms and cities—a relationship that has strengthened our econ-
omy and helped to sustain people across America and around the world.

Throughout our Nation’s history, America’s farmers and ranchers have pro-
vided us with an abundant, affordable supply of food and fiber. As we pre-
pare to enter the 21st century, we recognize that rural America will con-
tinue to be a cornerstone of our national prosperity. Generating more than
22 million jobs and contributing a trillion dollars each year to our econ-
omy, American agriculture is one of our most important and productive in-
dustries.

However, farmers and ranchers do not live or work in isolation; the labor
of many people, both rural and urban Americans, helps provide the agricul-
tural products so vital to our health, our prosperity, and our quality of life.
What connects farms and ranches with urban stores and consumers is a
network of farmers, ranchers, agribusiness industries, scientists, inspectors,
shippers, retail distributors, and others who work together to grow, process,
and share the bounty of our great land.
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During National Farm-City Week, let us pause to give thanks for that boun-
ty. Let us acknowledge the efforts of the many hardworking men and
women across our country who dedicate their lives to producing the
world’s safest, most abundant supply of food and fiber. And let us be
thankful for the strength and productivity of the working relationship be-
tween America’s rural and urban communities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 19
through November 25, 1999, as National Farm-City Week. I call upon all
Americans, in rural and urban communities alike, to recognize the achieve-
ments of all those who work together to promote America’s agricultural
abundance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7253 of November 19, 1999
National Family Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Families are the foundation of our individual lives and the life of our Na-
tion. We turn to our families for the nurturing, guidance, and unconditional
love that sustain us; from them we learn the values and convictions that
sustain our society.

I am proud of my Administration’s commitment to providing families with
the resources they need to flourish. We have strengthened family incomes
through the Child Tax Credit and by increasing the minimum wage and ex-
panding the Earned Income Tax Credit, and today the yearly income of a
typical American family is higher than it has ever been in our Nation’s his-
tory. We have opened the doors of higher education by making student
loans less expensive and easier to repay and by providing new tax credits
and larger Pell Grant scholarships. We are also working to ensure that par-
ents have access to quality and affordable child care for their children.
These and other family-friendly policies, such as the Family and Medical
Leave Act I signed into law in 1993, have helped parents to balance the
demands of work and family and have brought increased financial security,
expanded opportunity, and renewed hope for the future to families across
America.

As we look to that future, we must not forget our rich history. We are fast
approaching the dawn of a new millennium, and my Administration is
marking this historic milestone with family-oriented programs that honor
the past and imagine the future. Through “My History is America’s His-
tory,” a project sponsored by the White House Millennium Council and the
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