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gether to ensure that Cuba, the only country that has not embraced our
common vision, becomes a member of our community of democracies. By
doing so, we can ensure that all the people in our hemisphere share in the
blessings of freedom and in the promise of the global economy, living and
working and raising their families in dignity and with hope for the future.

NOW, THEREFORE I, WILLIAM ]J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday, April 14,
2000, as Pan American Day and April 9 through April 15, 2000 as Pan
American Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the
flag of the United States to honor these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7289 of April 8, 2000
National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we stand at the dawn of a new century, we reflect with pride on all
that our Nation has accomplished in the 224 years since we first declared
our independence. Today we enjoy unprecedented peace and prosperity,
and, as it has for generations, America shines as a beacon of democracy,
freedom, and opportunity for peoples around the world.

Yet the blessings we rejoice in today were won at great cost. Millions
of young Americans who stepped forward in times of crisis or conflict to
defend our Nation and uphold our values around the world sacrificed their
freedom and lost their lives. The century just past will forever be known
as the American century, not only because of our economic strength, mili-
tary might, and technological prowess, but also because of the character,
determination, and indomitable spirit our people demonstrated time and
again.

That character and spirit have never been more evident than when
Americans have been held captive as prisoners of war. Suffering hunger,
fear, isolation, and uncertainty, stripped of their freedom and often sub-
jected to physical and psychological torture, American POWs nonetheless
continued to serve our Nation with honor, dignity, and remarkable courage.
For many, the long, agonizing days stretched into years, and the loss of
freedom and the cruel separation from family, home, and friends left scars
that the passage of time can never erase.

We owe a profound debt of gratitude to these heroes who stood face to
face with the forces of tyranny and oppression, true to our country and to
the spirit of freedom even in captivity. We owe a debt as well to their fami-
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lies, whose faith and fortitude have been an unceasing source of strength
to our Nation in many of our darkest hours. As we observe this special day
for the first time in this new century, let us remember and honor the sac-
rifices of America’s prisoners of war and their families; and let us keep
faith with them by remaining resolute in defending liberty and securing a
just and peaceful world for the generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2000, as
National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to join me in remembering former American prisoners of war who suf-
fered the hardships of enemy captivity. I also call upon Federal, State, and
local government officials and private organizations to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies, programs, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7290 of April 10, 2000
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This week marks the 20th anniversary of National Crime Victims’ Rights
Week. Over the past two decades, we have made enormous progress in our
efforts to build safer communities and to reshape our criminal justice sys-
tem so that it better protects victims’ rights and responds more compas-
sionately to their needs.

In the 7 years since I first proclaimed National Crime Victims’ Rights
Week, my Administration has worked hard to achieve some of the most
progressive criminal justice reforms in our Nation’s history. Recognizing
the urgent plea from millions of Americans to restore safety and security
to their neighborhoods, in 1994 I signed into law the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act, which funds 100,000 additional police officers
to fight crime and protect our citizens. In Federal court cases, this law also
gives victims of violent crime and sexual abuse the right to speak out in
court before sentencing, providing them the opportunity to describe the im-
pact such victimization has had on their lives. To help protect our commu-
nities from gun violence, we enacted the Brady Handgun Violence Preven-
tion Act, requiring background checks for potential handgun purchasers.
Since its passage, more than 500,000 attempted gun purchases by felons,
fugitives, and other prohibited persons have been prevented, saving an un-
told number of lives. And we worked to pass the assault weapons ban to
keep these deadly firearms off our streets.

We also fought to pass the Violence Against Women Act, which address-
es the complex dynamics of gender-motivated violence and seeks to ensure
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