Proc. 7301 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 7301 of May 2, 2000

Older Americans Month, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Older Americans are a treasured link to our past. With courage, hard work,
and unwavering devotion to family, community, and country, our older
citizens helped to make the 20th century the American century. They pre-
served our freedom through the crucible of World War II; opposed Com-
munist aggression in Korea and through the long, dark years of the Cold
War; marched for labor reform and civil rights; raised their families, volun-
teered in their communities, and often postponed their own dreams to ful-
fill the dreams of their children. Their character, values, and patriotism
laid the foundation for the peace and prosperity we enjoy today.

Older Americans have indeed contributed much to the story of our past;
and they have much still to offer our future. Today, people are living
longer, more active, and more independent lives than ever before, and one
in four Americans between the ages of 65 and 69 has a job, either part-time
or full-time. Many older Americans want to work, are able to work, and
have skills and experience that businesses need in today’s booming econ-
omy.

Recognizing the changing role of older men and women in our society, this
year the Congress unanimously passed, and I was pleased to sign into law,
the Senior Citizens’ Freedom to Work Act of 2000, which ushers in a new
era of opportunity for older Americans. Before passage of this landmark
legislation, seniors who continued to work after age 65 risked having some
of their Social Security benefits withheld until they stopped working or
turned 70 years old. By eliminating this confusing and outdated retirement
earnings test, the new legislation will ensure that millions of older workers
who wish to continue working will be able to keep their full Social Secu-
rity benefits regardless of their age or earning level.

It is appropriate that we enact this new law in the year when we celebrate
the 65th anniversary of Social Security and the 35th anniversary of Medi-
care, Medicaid, and the Older Americans Act. Millions of older citizens
have been assisted by these programs, and, as the baby boom generation
ages, millions more will be relying on them in this new century.

To recognize the profound debt our Nation owes its older citizens, and to
prepare wisely for the impact that increasing longevity will have on nearly
every aspect of our society in the coming years, we must reaffirm our com-
mitment to saving Social Security, strengthening Medicare—including a
prescription drug benefit—and modernizing, improving, and reauthorizing
the Older Americans Act. We must also enact my Administration’s long-
term care initiative, which, among other important measures, provides tax
relief and support services to the millions of family caregivers who devote
countless hours to helping older loved ones remain in their homes and
communities. By doing so, we can both honor the immeasurable contribu-
tions that older men and women bring to our national life and ensure that
they lead independent, active, fulfilling lives for many years to come.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2000 as Older
Americans Month. I urge Government officials, business people, commu-
nity leaders, educators, volunteers, and all the people of the United States
to celebrate the contributions older Americans have made, and continue to
make, to the progress and prosperity of our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7302 of May 2, 2000
Jewish Heritage Week, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For centuries, Jews from every corner of the globe have come to America
seeking the right to worship in freedom and to pursue their individual
hopes and dreams in peace. For many, the journey was a desperate flight
from oppression and persecution to a new life in a new country. Bolstered
by powerful family and community ties and drawing strength and hope
from their ancient religious traditions, Jews in America not only survived
the difficult transition, but also thrived.

From science and the arts to business and the law; as teachers, physicians,
journalists, judges, musicians, and policymakers; from neighborhood stores
to the corridors of Congress; from the Armed Forces to the Supreme Court,
generations of American Jews have succeeded in every sector of our soci-
ety. And the rewards of that success are shared by us all. Our Nation has
benefited immeasurably from the character, values, and achievements of
our Jewish citizens.

Building on the Jewish tradition of hospitality toward strangers and acutely
aware of the long and tragic history of prejudice and persecution against
their people, Jews in America have committed themselves to tolerance, jus-
tice, human rights, and the rule of law. American Jews have shared their
resources generously with health and human services programs, civil rights
groups, educational institutions, arts organizations, and so many more. In
communities across our Nation, in small towns and big cities, synagogues
and yeshivas have become centers of community service and civic respon-
sibility.

During Jewish Heritage Week, let us acknowledge and give thanks for the
many contributions that Jews have brought to our national life and char-
acter, and let us celebrate the rich religious and ethnic threads that Jewish
men and women have woven into the tapestry that is America.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 7 through May
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