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They create 80 percent of the new jobs in our economy, and last year they
generated 51 percent of our Nation’s gross national product—more than $16
trillion. Small business owners are leaders in innovation, creating a
wellspring of new technology, new products, and more effective business
processes.

Recognizing the important role small businesses play in the life of our Na-
tion and in the vitality of our economy, my Administration is committed
to continuing and expanding their success so that more Americans have the
opportunity for prosperity and a secure future for themselves and their
families. By balancing the Federal budget, we freed up capital for starting
and expanding small businesses. We have put in place policies and pro-
grams that grant tax and regulatory relief and expand access to capital and
overseas markets for small businesses. And we have strengthened Amer-
ica’s workforce through investment in education, training, and improved
benefits.

Through the Small Business Administration, we guaranteed more than $12
billion in loans to nearly 50 thousand companies last year alone; opened
the door to $4.2 billion in venture capital investment for 2,000 companies;
and provided management and technical assistance to more than 900,000
small businesses. Through our New Markets Initiative and our efforts to
bridge the digital divide, my Administration is helping to create opportuni-
ties for small businesses by promoting public and private sector investment
in underserved communities and expanding e-commerce capability.

During Small Business Week, we salute America’s millions of small busi-
ness owners; men and women of courage and initiative whose future is
limited only by their imagination and whose success has created better
lives for us all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 21 through
May 27, 2000, as Small Business Week. I call upon government officials
and all the people of the United States to observe this week with appro-
priate ceremonies, activities, and programs that celebrate the achievements
of small business owners and encourage the development of new enter-
prises.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7312 of May 22, 2000
National Maritime Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Americans have always looked to the sea as a source of prosperity and se-
curity. Bounded by two oceans and the Gulf of Mexico, with the Great
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Lakes, the Saint Lawrence Seaway, scores of harbors, ports, and inlets, and
thousands of miles of inland river shorelines, our Nation has been blessed
with an unparalleled means of moving passengers and freight, protecting
our freedom, and linking our citizens with the world.

Today, 95 percent of our imports and exports are moved by water—more
than one billion metric tons of cargo—and our waterways currently handle
140 million passengers a year. Our domestic fleet is one of our most pro-
ductive and cost-effective modes of transportation, moving 24 percent of
the Nation’s cargo at less than 2 percent of America’s total freight cost. The
men and women of the U.S. Merchant Marine and the thousands of other
workers in our Nation’s maritime industry have made immeasurable con-
tributions to our economic strength, standard of living, and leadership in
the global marketplace.

The U.S. Merchant Marine plays an equally important role in maintaining
our national security. In times of conflict or crisis, the Armed Forces rely
upon the Merchant Marine’s sealift capability to transport critically needed
equipment and supplies. Time and again, American mariners have dem-
onstrated their willingness and ability to meet often daunting challenges.
From World War II to Korea to Vietnam, from Desert Storm to the Balkans
and in numerous incidents in between, the U.S. Merchant Marine has re-
sponded with courage, patriotism, and a steadfast devotion to duty.

The 21st century will hold new challenges for our maritime industry, in-
cluding an anticipated doubling of cargo and passenger traffic in the next
two decades. If we are to meet those challenges, we must maintain a robust
U.S.-flag fleet, crewed by American mariners. Last September, the Secretary
of Transportation presented to the Congress a blueprint for modernizing
our Marine Transportation System—the waterways, ports, railways, and
roads that move people and goods to, from, and on the water. We must
build more and better ships, modernize our shipyards, create deeper ports
for today’s ever larger containerships and ocean liners, and maintain a
skilled maritime workforce. We must also ensure that local, State, and Fed-
eral agencies, the U.S. military, the maritime industry, shippers, labor
unions, environmental groups, and other concerned organizations work in
partnership to carry out this blueprint.

As we celebrate National Maritime Day this year, we also mark the 50th
anniversary of the U.S. Maritime Administration. Throughout the past five
decades, the dedicated men and women of this agency have worked to im-
prove the competitiveness of our maritime industry in world markets and
to strengthen our ability to respond swiftly and effectively in times of cri-
sis. On behalf of a grateful Nation, I salute these outstanding public serv-
ants for their commitment to the U.S. Merchant Marine and to the ship-
building, repair services, ports, and intermodal water and land transpor-
tation systems they need to function efficiently.

In recognition of the importance of the U.S. Merchant Marine to our Na-
tion’s prosperity and security, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved
May 20, 1933, has designated May 22 of each year as ‘“National Maritime
Day” and has authorized and requested the President to issue annually a
proclamation calling for its appropriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2000, as National Maritime
Day. I urge all Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs,
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ceremonies, and activities and by displaying the flag of the United States
in their homes and in their communities. I also request that all merchant
ships sailing under the American flag dress ship on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7313 of May 24, 2000
Day of Honor, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Fifty-five years ago this month, the torch of freedom burned bright in Eu-
rope once again as Nazi Germany surrendered to the Allied Forces. Four
months later, with the defeat of Imperial Japan, World War II—history’s
bloodiest and most destructive conflict—finally came to an end.

That war’s unprecedented threat to world peace, freedom, and human
rights called forth an unprecedented response from the American people.
United and determined after the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, American
men and women poured into factories and shipyards, working around the
clock to build ships, planes, tanks, and guns. Millions of others risked their
lives to defend our Nation and preserve the ideals of democracy. By the
war’s end, some 15 million had served in our Armed Forces, including
more than 1,200,000 African Americans, 300,000 Hispanic Americans,
50,000 Asian Americans, 20,000 Native Americans, 6,000 Native Hawaiians
and Pacific Islanders, and 3,000 Native Alaskans.

These minority members of our Armed Forces served with honor and dis-
tinction in battles around the globe. Many of them—Ilike the Tuskegee Air-
men, the Japanese American troops of the Army’s “Go For Broke” regiment,
and the Native American Code Talkers who played a vital role in winning
the war in the Pacific—were renowned for their bravery and dedication.
America’s minority veterans fought other important battles as well—battles
against prejudice, ignorance, and discrimination. Many gave their lives on
foreign soil for the freedom they had never fully shared at home. Many of
those who survived returned home from the war and worked to make real
in America the ideals for which they had fought so hard and for which so
many of their comrades in arms had died.

On this Day of Honor, we have the opportunity—and the responsibility—
to acknowledge the contributions our minority veterans have made to the
peace and freedom we enjoy today. I ask my fellow citizens to join me in
saluting the African American, Hispanic American, Asian American, Native
American, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, Native Alaskan, and other mi-
nority members who served so valiantly in our Armed Forces during World
War II and to remember those who died in service to our country. Their
extraordinary devotion to duty is a reminder to us all that our Nation’s di-
versity is not a cause for division, but rather one of our greatest strengths.
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