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Title 3—The PresidentProc. 7336

Proclamation 7336 of August 31, 2000

America Goes Back to School, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
For America’s students, the new school year is a time for learning lessons,
making friends, and setting goals. For America’s parents, it is a time to
focus on the role education plays in their children’s lives and future. And
for our Nation, it is a time to strengthen our efforts to improve the quality
of education and to make America’s schools safe, nurturing places where
children can reach their full potential.

This year a record 53 million young people will fill our schools—the high-
est enrollment in our Nation’s history—and communities across the coun-
try are struggling to provide adequate classroom space and to hire qualified
teachers to meet students’ needs. To assist local school districts in meeting
these critical challenges, my Administration’s proposed education budget
for fiscal 2001 includes tax credits and loans to help communities build
and modernize 6,000 schools and to make emergency repairs to another
25,000. We have also requested an additional $1.75 billion to meet our goal
of hiring 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class size in the early grades
and $1 billion in new funds to recruit and train high-quality teachers for
every grade level. And we have proposed dramatic increases in the Federal
investment in after-school and summer school programs, safe and drug-free
schools, and support to help States and districts to turn around failing
schools. These critical investments, coupled with my Administration’s on-
going commitment to high standards and accountability, will help children
across the country reach their full potential.

While the Federal Government has an important role to play in improving
the quality of American education, it is the efforts of local school boards,
families, and communities, working together, that make the crucial dif-
ference in preparing our children for the future. Parents who read with
their children, monitor homework and out-of-school activities, demand
high academic standards and challenging coursework, and encourage great-
er community support and investment in school activities have an enor-
mous impact on their children’s academic success. Similarly, businesses
with family-friendly leave policies, community organizations that offer
after-school programs, libraries that provide access to computers and edu-
cational software, volunteers who help children read or who serve as men-
tors—all of these people and programs help create supportive environments
that enable students to make the most of their education.

America Goes Back to School is a nationwide initiative, in partnership with
the Department of Education, to encourage and support family and commu-
nity involvement in improving children’s learning. The initiative’s theme,
‘‘Challenge Our Students and They Will Soar,’’ reflects the importance of
setting high expectations for America’s young people and reminds us that
we each have a role to play in providing our Nation’s students with the
schools, teachers, and standards they need to achieve their dreams and suc-
ceed in this new century.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
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tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 4
through September 10, 2000, as a time when America Goes Back to School.
I encourage parents, schools, community and State leaders, businesses,
civic and religious organizations, and the people of the United States to ob-
serve this period with appropriate ceremonies and activities expressing
support for high academic standards and promoting family and community
involvement in providing a quality education for every child.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7337 of September 5, 2000

Health in Aging Month, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
At the beginning of the 20th century, there were only 3 million older
Americans; today, at the dawn of the 21st century, there are 34 million
older citizens in our Nation, and we anticipate that, by the year 2050, one
in four Americans will be 65 or older. We can be grateful that because of
extraordinary advances in medicine, technology, and science, as well as in-
creased public awareness of the importance of good nutrition and physical
fitness, these older citizens are now living longer, more active, more pro-
ductive lives than any previous generation.

The dramatic increase in the life span of our citizens, however, presents
us with new challenges. While Americans are no longer dying from many
of the diseases that affected previous generations, they must now contend
with chronic conditions such as arthritis, osteoporosis, heart and lung dis-
ease, dementia, and stroke. These conditions are major causes of disability
and death in our Nation, and their financial impact, in terms of medication,
treatment, and long-term care costs, can be crushing. Older Americans now
pay an average of more than $1,200 a year for prescription drugs, up from
$559 in 1992, and that amount is projected to increase to more than $2,800
over the next decade. Millions of these older citizens have no prescription
drug coverage at all, and millions more have expensive, inadequate cov-
erage or are at risk of losing what coverage they have.

My Administration has taken a number of important actions to meet these
new challenges. We have proposed a new affordable Medicare prescription
drug benefit option available to all beneficiaries. This new benefit should
ensure that every beneficiary, whether covered under Medicare, managed
care, or a retiree health plan, will be able to access prescription drug cov-
erage, including protection against catastrophic drug costs. We have also
proposed an initiative to assist millions of older Americans and their fami-
lies in meeting the financial challenges of long-term care, including a
$3,000 tax credit for people with long-term care needs or their caregivers
and improved equity in Medicaid eligibility for people living in home- and
community-based settings rather than nursing facilities.
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