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of Americans with disabilities by allowing them to pursue their dreams and
make their own contributions to our society.

But even before passage of these landmark laws, the white cane was help-
ing to open doors of opportunity for many blind and visually impaired
Americans. With proper training, people using the white cane can enjoy
greater mobility and safety by determining the location of curbs, steps, un-
even pavement, and other physical obstacles in their path. The white cane
has given them the freedom to travel independently to their schools and
workplaces and to participate more fully in the life of their communities.

The white cane is a simple tool, but, like Marla Runyan’s accomplishments,
it reminds us that the only barriers against people with disabilities are dis-
criminatory attitudes and practices that our society has too often placed in
their way. As we observe White Cane Safety Day, let us reaffirm our com-
mitment to building a society where we embrace the talents, energy, and
contributions of every individual.

To honor the many achievements of blind and visually impaired citizens
and to recognize the white cane’s significance in advancing independence,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved October 6, 1964, has designated
October 15 of each year as “White Cane Safety Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2000, as White Cane
Safety Day. I call upon the people of the United States, government offi-
cials, educators, and business leaders to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7368 of October 20, 2000

National Day of Concern About Young People and Gun
Violence, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every day in America, approximately 10 children are shot and killed. Chil-
dren 15 years old and younger are murdered with firearms at a higher rate
in this country than in 25 other industrialized countries combined. These
tragedies are an urgent reminder that we must not waver in our national
commitment to reduce gun violence and to make our society safer for our
children.

We are beginning to see some progress in our efforts. Since 1992, the na-
tional violent crime rate has dropped by more than 20 percent; violent
crimes committed with firearms have dropped by 35 percent; and the fire-
arms homicide rate has fallen over 40 percent. We have achieved much of
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this progress by embracing a collaborative, community-based approach to
gun crime prevention and reduction.

Gun violence issues differ in each community, and no single program or
approach works everywhere. In response to a directive I issued last year
to help reduce gun violence and save lives, United States Attorneys and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms Field Division Directors for
each of our Nation’s 94 Federal judicial districts have developed locally co-
ordinated gun violence reduction strategies. Working closely with local law
enforcement, elected officials, and other community leaders, they are tai-
loring plans to local needs and developing strategies to prevent gun crimes
from occurring and crack down on gun criminals.

A major goal of our strategy to reduce gun violence and ensure the safety
of our children is to keep guns out of the wrong hands. We passed the
Brady Act to help accomplish this goal by requiring that every person who
purchases a firearm from a federally licensed dealer submit to a back-
ground check. To date, Brady background checks have prevented more
than 536,000 felons and other prohibited individuals from acquiring fire-
arms. We also succeeded in banning assault weapons, making ‘“‘zero toler-
ance” for guns in schools the law of the land, and passing legislation that
prohibits juveniles from possessing handguns. However, our determination
to reduce gun violence must not stop there. I have called on the Congress
to build on these measures by passing legislation that closes the gun show
loophole, mandates child safety locks with every handgun sold, and bans
large-capacity ammunition clips.

We have also provided funding for more than 100,000 community police
officers; for the Safe Schools/Healthy Students initiative to reduce youth vi-
olence through collaborative, community-based efforts; and for the 21st
Century Community Learning Centers—safe places where students can go
after school to participate in constructive activities and avoid the dangers
of guns, gangs, and drugs.

But none of these efforts can succeed without the commitment of America’s
youth. It takes courage to resist negative peer pressure; it takes character
to settle disputes without resorting to violence; and it takes a sense of per-
sonal responsibility to tell an adult when others fail to live up to these
standards. On this National Day of Concern, I ask every young American
to sign a Student Pledge Against Gun Violence, which contains a solemn
oath never to bring a gun to school, never to use a gun to settle a dispute,
and to use their influence to keep others from using guns. By doing so,
they will take an important, life-affirming step toward a brighter and safer
future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 21, 2000,
as a National Day of Concern About Young People and Gun Violence. On
this day, I call upon young people in classrooms and communities across
the United States to voluntarily sign the Student Pledge Against Gun Vio-
lence. I also call upon all Americans to commit themselves anew to helping
our Nation’s young people reject violence and to make our schools and
neighborhoods safe places for learning and recreation.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7369 of October 24, 2000
United Nations Day, 2000

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Fifty-five years ago, the United States played a leading role in founding the
United Nations, and the treaty creating the U.N. was signed in San Fran-
cisco. Today, we are proud to serve as host country for the United Nations,
whose headquarters in New York City stands as an enduring symbol of the
promise of international peace and cooperation.

The United States remains fully committed to the principles of the United
Nations Charter, and we support efforts to make the U.N. a more effective
tool to meet the challenges of our changing world. Many of those chal-
lenges—poverty, disease, ethnic violence, and regional conflict—recognize
no borders and can only be addressed by nations working together with
shared resources and common goals. The United Nations is uniquely posi-
tioned to facilitate such collaborative efforts.

Today, more than half the world’s people live under governments of their
own choosing, an achievement that reflects the role the U.N. has played as
a steadfast peacemaker and staunch advocate of international human rights.
But three- fourths of those people live in developing countries, and more
than a billion of them live in abject poverty. Through agencies such as the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, the U.N. is working to
address this gap between the world’s richest and poorest countries by sup-
porting comprehensive debt relief and providing billions of dollars in loans
and grants to developing nations for projects that promote health, nutrition,
education, entrepreneurship, and civil society.

While the devastating world wars of the 20th century are now a part of his-
tory, ethnic and regional conflicts continue to threaten global stability and
contribute to human misery. Millions of innocent people have lost their
lives in such conflicts, and millions of families have been driven from their
homelands to seek refuge in neighboring nations. Through its international
diplomacy efforts, peacekeeping operations, and humanitarian assistance,
the United Nations serves as a beacon of hope for countries torn apart by
ethnic, religious, or regional strife.

In September of this year, the leaders of 189 countries came together in
New York at the United Nations Millennium Summit. This unprecedented
gathering of international leaders reaffirmed that the importance of the
U.N.’s mission is undiminished after more than 5 decades of extraordinary
challenge and global change.

As we observe United Nations Day this year, let us celebrate the spirit of
international cooperation and dedication to peace enshrined in the U.N.
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