Proclamations Proc. 7417

Proclamation 7416 of March 16, 2001
National Girl Scout Week, 2001

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This week marks the 89th anniversary of the founding of the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America. Juliette Gordon Low founded the organiza-
tion as a way to give girls greater opportunities to develop skills and to
mentor them in knowledge and character. Promoting leadership and altru-
ism, the Girl Scouts organization has played a unique and important role
in preparing millions of girls to master challenges and to pursue dreams.

The Girl Scouts offers many ways for members to explore their interests
and talents. With participation spanning five levels, girls ages 5 to 17 learn
the importance of strong values as they strive to fulfill the highest ideals
of good citizenship. The pure enjoyment of camping and other recreational
activities is matched with lessons in compassionate caring for their neigh-
bors.

Today, almost 3 million girls and more than 900,000 adult volunteers reap
the benefits of involvement with this beloved and enduring organization.
Guiding America’s next generation of leaders, the Girl Scouts helps indi-
viduals to reach their full potential and builds a brighter future for our
great Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 11 through March
17, 2001, as National Girl Scout Week. I call on the people of the United
States to observe the 89th anniversary of the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7417 of March 22, 2001
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2001

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

With the dawn of a new century, America’s youth face a world of nearly
unlimited possibilities. New advances in technology, medicine, and science
offer the potential for great progress. We must ensure that every child has
the technical skills needed to pursue success in their respective fields.
However, they also require the wisdom and understanding to make sense
of an ever-changing world.
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Proc. 7418 Title 3—The President

As teachers, parents, and citizens, we have a responsibility to pass on more
than just academic knowledge to our children. We also need to provide
them with the moral strength to see them through turbulent and chal-
lenging times. An education that nurtures goodness and kindness gives di-
rection and dignity to the lives of our young people and strengthens our
communities. Humanity has long recognized such core and never-changing
ethical values as vital to the well-being of a society and its citizenry.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, clearly un-
derstood the importance of fostering character. His establishment of edu-
cational, social, and rehabilitative institutions bettered the lives of people
both in this country and abroad. As he once said, “All educational efforts
are basically meaningless unless built on the solid foundation of good char-
acter.” Next year marks the 100th anniversary of the Rebbe’s birth, but his
legacy of teaching that a nation’s true greatness is measured by whether it
produces citizens of compassion and character remains timeless.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 4, 2001, as Education
and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2001. By teaching children the highest standards
of ethical behavior, Americans prepare our next generation of leaders to
pursue meaningful lives as members of a decent and caring society.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
fifth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7418 of March 28, 2001
Cancer Control Month, 2001

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In 2001, an estimated 1.2 million new cases of cancer will occur, and more
than half a million individuals will die from the disease. Standing alone,
the figures are discouraging. However, a recent decline in the rates of new
cases, as well as cancer-related deaths, offers us hope. The 5-year survival
rate has improved for all cancers, and 8.9 million Americans are cancer
survivors.

Thirty years of investment in the National Cancer Program following the
National Cancer Act of 1971 have accelerated the pace of cancer research.
The investment in research has yielded great dividends in the areas of can-
cer prevention, early detection, better treatments, and improved quality of
life for people with cancer. These advances are remarkable, but much re-
mains to be done.

Healthy behavior can greatly reduce the risk of cancer. About 45 million
Americans have already quit smoking, but this most preventable cause of
cancer continues to damage public health. Tobacco use causes nearly all
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