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cases of lung cancer and more than one-third of all cancer deaths. Children 
can become addicted to tobacco in a very short time, placing a serious re-
sponsibility on adults to help young people stop smoking, or ideally, never 
start. 

Other weapons remain formidable in the fight against cancer. Since 1991, 
the 5 A Day for Better Health program has spread the message that eating 
five or more servings of fruits and vegetables daily can improve health and 
prevent disease. Over the past 15 years, increasing numbers of women have 
been screened for breast cancer. Continued emphasis on screening for can-
cer, including colon cancer, can play a vital role in saving countless lives. 
Clinical trials of new drugs may reveal which ones are most effective in 
treating cancer. The Cancer Information Service, a free public service of the 
National Cancer Institute (NCI) and the National Institutes of Health, oper-
ates as a national resource for information about cancer. Americans may 
contact the organization at 1–800–4–CANCER or visit its Internet address 
at http://www.cancer.gov. 

Cancer takes a terrible toll on our country. I encourage all Americans to 
make healthy choices in their personal behaviors. Together, we can help 
stop cancer and improve the odds of survival for people of all ages. 

In 1938, the Congress of the United States passed a joint resolution (52 
Stat. 148; 36 U.S.C. 103) requesting the President to issue an annual procla-
mation declaring April as ‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2001 as Cancer Control 
Month. By reaffirming the importance of controlling cancer, concerned citi-
zens, government agencies, private industry, nonprofit organizations, and 
other interested groups can work toward the day when this devastating 
condition is finally eradicated. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
fifth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7419 of March 28, 2001

National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

Every child deserves to live in a safe, permanent, and caring family. Regret-
tably, abuse and neglect continue to threaten the well-being of many young 
Americans. Each year, more than 800,000 confirmed incidents of maltreat-
ment of children and more than 1,000 abuse-related child fatalities plague 
our country. We can, and must, do more to fight these tragedies and to pro-
tect our children from harm. 
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Prevention remains the best defense for our children. State Community-
Based Family Resource and Support programs sponsor activities promoting 
public awareness about child abuse and information on how to stop it. Ad-
ditional initiatives offer education and training to mothers, fathers, and 
other caretakers. Collaboration among schools, government agencies, faith-
based organizations, businesses, community groups, and law enforcement 
play an important role in helping such efforts to succeed. 

During the month of April, let our Nation and her people reaffirm the com-
mitment to making a positive difference in ending child abuse and neglect. 
Each individual needs to help. Organize or join a community group that 
offers information or assistance to parents and families. Be vigilant for 
signs of abuse exhibited by young people in your community. Encourage 
trust in and support for law enforcement agencies. By speaking out against 
child abuse and neglect and cultivating an environment that nurtures and 
strengthens families, we can give boys and girls the safe, stable, and loving 
homes they need. They will be able to enter the classroom each day ready 
to learn, with improved self-esteem. They will be encouraged to reach their 
full potential as individuals and as members of our society. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2001, as National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. I encourage all Americans to join in the vital task 
of protecting young people from harm, and I commend the many dedicated 
parents, educators, social workers, and other concerned citizens who lead 
by example in doing right by our children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
fifth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7420 of April 2, 2001

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

This year on Pan American Day and during Pan American Week, the na-
tions of the Americas celebrate the progress we have made toward our col-
lective goal of a hemisphere united in freedom and democracy. 

The United States and our neighboring countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere have a long history of cooperation. Simon Bolivar first convened the 
Congress of Panama in 1826 with the intention of creating an association 
of states in the hemisphere. In 1890, a Pan American conference estab-
lished the International Union of American Republics. The Union eventu-
ally became the Organization of American States (OAS), which continues 
to faith fully serve its member states. The OAS charter, in affirming the 
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