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home; and it depends upon the active participation of families, schools, 
and community organizations in education and outreach programs that 
clearly communicate to children the dangers inherent in drug and alcohol 
abuse. 

On the occasion of ‘‘National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free America,’’ 
Laura and I are pleased to serve as Honorary Chairpersons of the 2001 Na-
tional Red Ribbon Campaign. We join all Americans in saying that we will 
no longer tolerate the destructive impact that drug and alcohol abuse have 
had on our homes, schools, workplaces, and highways. With strong resolve 
and creative leadership, we can protect our communities from the prevent-
able dangers of substance abuse and restore dignity and character to mil-
lions of men, women, and children who are addicted to drugs and alcohol. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the period beginning October 
23 through October 31, 2001, as National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free 
America. I encourage citizens to support activities that raise awareness and 
encourage prevention of substance abuse. I also call upon every American 
to wear a red ribbon throughout the week in recognition of their commit-
ment to a healthy, drug-free lifestyle and our commitment to a drug-free 
America. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7490 of October 24, 2001

United Nations Day, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

On June 26, 1945, representatives from 50 countries signed the charter cre-
ating the United Nations (U.N.), which inaugurated a new era of unprece-
dented international cooperation. The world had then just emerged vic-
torious against the threat of global tyranny, and these representatives re-
solved to preserve peace through international cooperation and collective 
security. Officially coming into existence on October 24, 1945, the U.N. be-
came the central organization charged with carrying out this mission. Since 
then, it has worked to maintain world peace and security, to develop 
friendly relations among nations, to cooperate in solving international 
problems, and to promote respect for human rights. 

Today, 189 countries belong to the United Nations. The organization’s mis-
sion remains as urgent as ever, particularly as our world confronts new 
challenges in the 21st century. The recent terrorist attacks on the United 
States not only threatened Americans, they also threatened civilized people 
everywhere who believe in freedom and peace. These tragic events remind 
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us all of the vitally important unified efforts necessary to building inter-
national security and to guaranteeing a more peaceful world for us and for 
our children. 

Americans are a generous and compassionate people, willing to do all we 
can to help alleviate poverty and suffering around the world. These efforts 
include close cooperative ventures with the United Nations organizations 
through its many humanitarian programs. As our country observes United 
Nations Day, 2001, we pause to reflect on the noble history of the U.N. and 
to praise its many contributions toward providing a better quality of life 
for people around the globe. We also celebrate the U.N.’s commitment to 
promoting human rights, protecting the environment, fighting disease, fos-
tering development, and reducing poverty. By reaffirming our desire to ad-
vance these goals, America looks forward to continued progress in address-
ing the challenges that face humanity and to achieving a brighter future for 
the world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2001, as United 
Nations Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7491 of October 30, 2001

Veterans Day, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

Two hundred and twenty-five years ago, the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence declared that ‘‘all Men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.’’

Throughout the course of American history, courageous men and women 
have taken up arms to secure, defend, and maintain these core principles 
upon which our Nation’s freedoms depend. On September 11, 2001, terror-
ists ruthlessly attacked our land and these freedoms. The terrorists’ de-
luded attempt to assail our spirit failed, and our Nation’s response reveals 
that the spirit of freedom is as strong as ever. Our troops are now fighting 
overseas to defeat terrorism, and, in that effort, they follow in the footsteps 
of the 48 million men and women who, since our Nation’s founding, have 
stepped forward to defend our land. 

Today, there are more than 25 million living veterans who served our Na-
tion in times of peace and war. Many of them willingly entered harm’s way 
to fight for our freedoms. These veterans have diverse religious beliefs and 
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