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and my fiscal year 2002 budget reflects a significant increase in funding to
continue the valuable diabetes research programs at the NIH.

I am confident that our Nation’s health care professionals, nurses, sci-
entists, educators, and volunteers will continue to provide quality care to
those who currently suffer from diabetes, and, through their work, we will
one day find a cure for this terrible disease. On the observance of National
Diabetes Month, we honor those who are working diligently to advance our
knowledge and understanding of diabetes. We also recognize the value of
educating ourselves about health risks and the importance of healthy life-
style habits.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2001 as National
Diabetes Month. I call on all Americans to increase their awareness of the
risk factors and symptoms related to diabetes and to observe this month
with appropriate activities and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7508 of November 29, 2001
National Hospice Month, 2001

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year, approximately 700,000 terminally ill patients and their families
rely on the invaluable end-of-life care provided by the 3,100 hospice pro-
grams located in the United States. Hospice care allows a terminally ill in-
dividual to receive professional medical services, pain management ther-
apy, and emotional and spiritual support, without having to enter a hos-
pital. This focus on the patient’s quality of life during his or her last illness
can make the best of the most challenging of situations.

Hospices create a compassionate atmosphere where patients will be able to
die with dignity, preferably in their home environment, surrounded and
supported by loved ones, familiar friends, and committed caregivers. Pro-
fessional and compassionate hospice staff and volunteers, including physi-
cians, nurses, social workers, therapists, and clergy, provide comprehensive
care and attend to the particular needs and wishes of each patient. Family
members and friends also receive counseling and bereavement care that
help them cope with the impending loss of their loved one.

Individuals and groups in the private and public sectors are working to-
gether to strengthen and expand hospice programs and to promote their
services as a positive alternative for terminally ill patients. Today, hospice
care is a full partner in our Nation’s health care system, furthering our ef-
forts to provide medical services in more compassionate and cost-effective
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ways. More important, providing high-quality hospice care reaffirms our
belief in the essential dignity of every person, regardless of age, health, or
social status, and that every stage of human life deserves to be treated with
the utmost respect and care. My Administration remains committed to sup-
porting health care programs like hospice that encourage quality medical
care and frequent doctor-patient interaction.

With the observance of National Hospice Month, we recognize those who
serve in our Nation’s hospices, often as caregivers in the homes of hospice
patients. Caring for a terminally ill patient can be emotionally painful,
physically exhausting, and financially difficult. I call on all Americans to
honor the professionals and volunteers who dedicate their lives to aiding
the terminally ill through hospices. And we should use this observance as
an opportunity to encourage and help those who take on the challenge of
caring for a terminally ill patient in their home or in a hospice facility.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2001 as National
Hospice Month. I encourage Americans to increase their awareness of the
importance and availability of hospice service and to observe this month
with appropriate activities and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7509 of November 29, 2001

National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month,
2001

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each December we turn our attention to the problem of drunk driving by
observing National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month. Though
the holidays bring joy in celebrations with family and friends, they also
bring a tragic increase in the incidence of impaired driving. This season,
I ask each American to avoid driving while they are under the influence
of alcohol or drugs, to help stop others from driving in an impaired condi-
tion, and to increase community awareness about these issues.

Despite many efforts by States, communities, and citizen groups to stop
drunk and drugged driving, many Americans mistakenly continue to view
impaired driving as acceptable conduct. After years of gradual improve-
ment, fatalities in alcohol-related crashes rose by 4 percent from 1999 to
2000. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that
last year alcohol was involved in 40 percent of fatal crashes and in 8 per-
cent of all crashes.
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