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graduate schools at the University of Michi-
gan, Johns Hopkins University, and the Uni-
versity of Alaska. He has received Master of
Science Degrees in Naval Architecture and
Marine Engineering, Mechanical Engineering,
and Engineering Management. He also at-
tended the U.S. Naval War College in New-
port, RI and graduated with Highest Distinc-
tion. Admiral Kramek was selected for Flag
rank in 1986. After selection for Flag rank, he
completed the ‘‘‘‘Capstone’’ Program at the
National Defense University Institute of Higher
Defense Studies.

ADM Kramek had many assignments before
relieving ADM J. William Kime as Com-
mandant on June 1, 1994. He was Chief of
Staff of the U.S. Coast Guard and com-
manded two Coast Guard Districts: the 13th
District in the Pacific Northwest and the 7th
District in the Southeast U.S. and Caribbean.
He commanded the Coast Guard Base at
Governors Island, New York. He led the inter-
diction and rescue of 37,000 Haitians when he
commanded the High Endurance Cutter
Midgett and the Haitian Migration Task Force.
During this same time period, he was also on
the Drug Czar’s Coordinator for the War on
Drugs in the Southeast U.S. and Caribbean.
He served as Regional Emergency Transpor-
tation Coordinator (RETCO) for the Secretary
of Transportation in the Pacific Northwest. He
also commanded Maritime Defense Zone sec-
tors Pacific Northwest and Sector 7 Southeast
U.S., which are Navy Coastal Defense Com-
mands.

During his four years as Commandant, ADM
Kramek has been responsible for many
achievements within the U.S. Coast Guard. He
launched four new classes of cutters: The
Keeper- and Juniper-class buoytenders, the
87 foot Patrol Boat, and the Polar Icebreaker.
He led the Coast Guard in an international ef-
fort to target chokepoints in the illegal drug
trade, while overseeing record-setting cocaine
seizures in Operations Frontier Shield, Gulf
Shield, and Frontier Lance. He oversaw the in-
tegration of Reserve forces with the active-
duty Coast Guard and advanced the Coast
Guard’s reputation as the world’s premier mar-
itime service. He created a fully integrated
leadership development program that led to
the Leadership Development Center of Excel-
lence. He negotiated a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Russian Federal Border
Service that led to joint U.S.-Russian oper-
ations in the Bering Sea. He also set a gov-
ernment-wide example in National Perform-
ance Review improvements and signed a
memorandum of agreement with the Secretary
of Defense and the Secretary of Transpor-
tation defining the Coast Guard’s unique de-
fense role in the post-Cold War era.

In addition to his accomplishments, ADM
Kramek has received many awards. These
awards include two CG Distinguished Service
Medals, two Legion of Merit awards, the Meri-
torious Service Medal, four CG Commendation
Medals, the CG Achievement Medal, CG Unit
Commendations, the Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation, the Special Operations Ribbon
with silver star, the Humanitarian Service
Medal with bronze star, and the Sea Service
Ribbon with bronze star.

Admiral Kramek has left his own personal
influence on the Coast Guard, which has
helped make the United States Coast Guard
such a valuable part of this country. Let us not
forget the man we honor today, who lives his
life to serve the United States of America.

Congratulations to Admiral Robert E.
Kramek on his extraordinary life and career,
and may God continue to bless him, his wife
Patricia, and his four children, Tracy, Joseph,
Suzanne, and Nancy.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege
for me to call to the attention of my colleagues
the work of an exceptional Bay Area photog-
rapher, Mr. Geoffrey Clifford. In an exhibit of
his photographs—‘‘Vietnam: The Land We
Never Knew’’—he shares with us his images
of the people of Vietnam. I believe that it
would be helpful for all of us to view Mr.
Clifford’s beautiful pictures, to obtain a greater
understanding of the innate beauty of Viet-
nam, its ancient culture and its strong people.
Those photographs are on display this week in
the Cannon Rotunda here on Capitol Hill, and
I urge my colleagues to stop for a moment to
enjoy this outstanding exhibit.

Geoffrey Clifford first arrived in Vietnam not
as a photographer, but as a soldier. He served
his country as a helicopter pilot for 101⁄2
months during the early 1970’s, flying combat
assaults and supply missions from bases in
Chu Lai and Da Nang. He experienced Viet-
nam during its greatest turmoil, when its citi-
zens were divided and its communities and
landscapes ravaged by war.

Upon his return to the United States in
1972, Mr. Clifford built a career and started a
family. But he never forgot Vietnam, and his
inescapable memories led to his return many
years later. As he wrote in the introduction of
his stirring book ‘‘The Land We Never Knew’’
(San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1989):

I was never able to wander along Viet-
nam’s back roads, experiencing life as it
might be in that country; never able to see,
feel, smell, touch or taste what I wanted; and
most frustratingly, never able to make
friends with the Vietnamese, to share com-
mon feelings in conversation with innocent
people. . . . Vietnam was a trauma that had
been lingering inside me for more than a dec-
ade. Photography allowed me to return and
assemble a body of work that might benefit
our progress. My sincerest wish is that this
book, this ‘‘work in progress,’’ will aid oth-
ers with their perceptions of Vietnam and
help guide us away from future tragedies.

‘‘The Land We Never Knew’’ has achieved
tremendous critical success, as Clifford’s pic-
tures are skillfully laid out and beautifully com-
plemented by the poetic and thoughtful text of
John Balaban, a professor of English at Penn-
sylvania State University. The brilliance of this
book reflects years of diligent effort by these
men; of the 10,000 photographs taken by
Clifford over a period of several years, only
the finest 200 made it into the book. Wrote the
Los Angeles Times: ‘‘His handsome pictures
celebrate the beauties of the land and the re-
silience of its people.’’ Since ‘‘The Land We
Never Knew’’ was published, Clifford’s work
has appeared in Life, Travel and Leisure, For-
tune, and the New York Times Magazine.

Today, Mr. Speaker, the House will debate
the future of our relationship with Vietnam.
Trade, security, and POW/MIA issues may be
discussed. Regardless of one’s position on
these important matters, I believe that it would
be of great benefit to each and every one of
my colleagues to view this exhibit, as the true
beauty of Clifford’s pictures rests in its apoliti-
cal content.

In contrast to most of the Vietnam images
that we have seen over the past half-cen-
tury—war, destruction, bloodshed, assassina-
tion—the theme of ‘‘The Land We Never
Knew’’ is one of resilience. Despite decades of
destruction to the culture and communities of
Vietnam, we see in Clifford’s photographs a
people that refuse to allow a legacy of three
millenniums collapse in a heap of napalm,
bombing, and death. We witness in this beau-
tiful book landscapes that reflect this
irrepressibility—beautiful forests, river villages,
and lotus ponds that display a pristine radi-
ance seemingly unaffected by years of military
strikes and counterstrikes. ‘‘The Land We
Never Knew’’ is about the Vietnamese nation,
not the Vietnamese government. It is about
the people of Vietnam, not the Vietnam War.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in praising Geoffrey Clifford, who so ably
uses his wondrous talents to communicate a
greater understanding and appreciation for
Vietnam. I strongly urge my fellow Members to
admire his exhibit this week in the Cannon
Rotunda.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to pay tribute to Jefferson Elementary
School. Jefferson Elementary has been cred-
ited as a California Distinguished School. The
faculty and students of Jefferson Elementary
exemplify excellence with exceptional student
achievement.

Reflecting their school’s motto, ‘‘High Above
the Rest’’, Jefferson students demonstrate the
highest tradition of individual academic suc-
cess, school pride and ownership of their edu-
cational facility. Jefferson Elementary’s mis-
sion is to enable each student to have equal
access to the core curriculum regardless of
his/her academic and language proficiency.
Jefferson’s school-wide goals are linked to
their District’s Mission. Jefferson has devel-
oped strong partnerships with the School Site
Council (SSC) and the Bilingual Advisory
Committee (BAC). Their ‘‘Student Compact’’
actively involves students, parents and teach-
ers in focusing on the importance of student
achievement and accountability, both aca-
demic and social.

Jefferson School is a well-established K–6
campus located on the southeast side of
Dinuba (population 13,950) in rural Tulare
County. Jefferson School serves approxi-
mately 700 students and their families. They
are one of five schools (K–6) in the Dinuba El-
ementary School District. Dinuba Elementary
School District has been experiencing steady
growth in the student population over a num-
ber of years. Today it serves nearly 3,000 stu-
dents.



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1482 July 30, 1998
Jefferson School’s state-of-the-art tech-

nology gives students an added dimension to
their educational program. Each teacher has a
personal classroom computer that is
networked to a school-wide web. E-mail and
Internet will soon enhance teacher commu-
nication and professional discourse. To pre-
pare students for a successful transition to
middle school, their sixth grade students are
introduced to a morning core block rotation,
stressing reading/language and math. Jeffer-
son Elementary, in recognition of the impor-
tance of solid study skills, provides all inter-
mediate students with a Student Agenda, or-
ganizational tools and a vital home/school
connection.

Student success in the result of a collabo-
rative effort of all members of the Jefferson
learning community. Their growth and
achievement is showcased by their mathe-
matics program, effective reading strategies,
instruction of second language learners, judi-
cious use of well-trained instructional assist-
ants, Extended Day programs, use of tech-
nology and their P.E. and sports program.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I pay
tribute to Dinuba Elementary School District
Jefferson Elementary School. The students
and faculty in this school exemplify a care for
the community and a dedication to hard work.
I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing Jef-
ferson elementary many more years of suc-
cess.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of the Military Construc-
tion Appropriations Act of Fiscal Year 1999
(H.R. 4059).

I am particularly pleased the House and
Senate authorizing and appropriating commit-
tees have listened closely to the case I have
been making for many years on behalf of
funding the P–208 Lakehurst Aircraft Platform
Interface (API) laboratory, and they are now
responding.

I also want to extend my thanks to the sup-
port extended to the API lab by the Chairman
of the Military Appropriations Subcommittee,
RON PACKARD, and on the Senate side, by my
New Jersey colleague, Senator FRANK LAU-
TENBERG. It is very encouraging to see that the
report language contained in the House and
Senate versions of H.R. 4059 have survived
and are included in the final product tonight.
As a result, H.R. 4059 includes directive report
language that earmarks $1.65 million in plan-
ning and design funds to be used to begin de-
signing the P–208 Lakehurst API lab project.

At my urging, the House reaffirmed its sup-
port for the P–208 project in the report accom-
panying H.R. 3616, the Fiscal Year 1999 De-
fense Authorization Act, and now Congress is
specifically appropriating the funds to ade-
quately finance the planning and design of the
P–208 API lab.

I also want to commend the Navy for mov-
ing forward with this vital project in an expedi-

tious manner. The Naval Facilities Engineering
Command (NAVFAC), in response to one of
my inquiries, has informed me that on May 22,
1998, the Navy issued the necessary author-
ization to begin the planning and design of
those military construction projects listed for
fiscal year 2000, which includes the Lakehurst
API lab. The only questions remaining now
are how many square feet the facility will have
and what it will look like.

Mr. Speaker, today is a very good day for
America, for naval aviation, and for the people
of the 4th Congressional District. It has been
a long, grueling fight to successfully get the
Lakehurst API consolidation project to this
point, and the battle is by no means over.
However, in the end, our Navy pilots and car-
rier crew will be able to operate more safely,
more efficiently, and more effectively because
of the improvements that will be brought about
by the P–208 API lab project.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the memories of Officer Jacob Chestnut and
Special Agent John Gibson. The untimely and
tragic deaths of these two men demand from
all of us contemplation as to the awesome
costs of freedom as well as the delicate nature
of life.

The freedoms that we, as Americans, enjoy
today are a direct result of a brave decision
made long ago by the first Americans, a deci-
sion reaffirmed by every generation of the na-
tion’s citizenry. This was the decision made by
Officer Jacob Chestnut and Special Agent
John Gibson this past Friday. The measure of
America’s greatness, a greatness in which Of-
ficer Chestnut and Special Agent Gibson
share, is this brave commitment to a free soci-
ety.

The burden of this commitment is an un-
flinching vigilance against those who threaten
our freedoms. Officer Chestnut and Special
Agent Gibson devoted their lives to providing
the very security that allows our free society to
flourish. It was in providing this security that
these two men lost their lives, a sacrifice
which demands the reverence of a grateful na-
tion.

My fellow colleagues, let us learn from the
sacrifices of Officer Chestnut and Special
Agent Gibson. The legacy of these two patri-
ots offers important lessons to us all.
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Courtney Bailey, Allison Bovell, Alice
Ann Caldwell, Lindsay Davis, Sarah Harris,

Lori Hughes, Samantha Robinson, Nat Davis,
Caleb Hicks and Ashley Nickols for their com-
petitive performances at the USA Trampoline
and Tumbling National Championships in St.
Paul, Minnesota on July 1–8, 1998. During
these competitions, these fine young athletes
earned eight first place national champion-
ships and made Tennesseans proud.

Even more outstanding that recognition,
medals or fame is how these students have
overcome the obstacles of our society and let
their determination and perseverance win the
ultimate goal. With all the negative publicity
brought on our youth today, it is good to know
that children like these are our true future of
tomorrow. Their persistence has brought
honor, pride and dignity not only to the state
of Tennessee, but to the nation as a whole.
With these achievements, these remarkable
young athletes serve as role models for mem-
bers of the younger community. I would also
like to congratulate the coaches, teachers,
parents and/or guardians who have provided
these ‘‘champions’’ with spiritual and mental
guidance. Without this influence, these ex-
traordinary young men and women might not
have learned how to excel in all realms of life.

I want to conclude with a special ‘‘thank-
you’’ to Courtney, Allison, Alice Ann, Lindsay,
Sarah, Lori, Samantha, Nat, Caleb and Ashley
for their achievements. And I encourage them
to continue to strive for their goals and to be
a positive influence on those around them.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me today in bidding farewell to
Itzhak Oren, who for the past four years has
been the Minister for Congressional Affairs at
the Embassy of Israel here in Washington,
D.C. During this time, he has been a major in-
fluence in maintaining and fostering the strong
and friendly relationship between the United
States and the State of Israel. For Members of
Congress and for congressional staff, Itzhak
has been a ready source of information and
assistance.

Mr. Oren will shortly take up his new posi-
tion as the Ambassador of Israel to Nigeria
and Benin.

Mr. Oren has served in the Israeli Foreign
Ministry for 17 years. Prior to assuming his
position in Washington, he was head of the
Foreign Ministry’s Coordination Department
and served as political advisor to Prime Min-
isters Yitzhak Rabin and Yitzhak Shamir. In
1991 and 1992, he was a participant in the
multilateral peace talks in Moscow, Tokyo and
the Hague. He has served a number of years
in the United States as Consul of Israel in
Boston, and prior to that he was posted in
New York City.

Prior to joining the Foreign Ministry, Itzhak
served as an officer in the Israeli Defense
Forces and as an intelligence analyst. He
holds a B.A. degree from Bar Ilan University
and an M.A. from the City University of New
York.
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