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THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

BLACK HEALTH COALITION OF
WISCONSIN

HON. THOMAS M. BARRETT
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
The Black Health Coalition of Wisconsin will
celebrate tonight its 10th anniversary and its
commitment to improving the health status of
African-Americans in the state of Wisconsin.

Since 1988, The Black Health Coalition has
dedicated itself to insuring that all people in
Wisconsin enjoy equitable and comprehensive
health. At its inception, twelve organizations
that shared a common commitment bonded
together to forge a partnership in health. Their
efforts have translated into today’s Black
Health Coalition which reaches the lives of
thousands of people in Wisconsin.

Today’s celebration has an appropriate
theme: ‘‘And Still We Rise.’’ It is appropriate
because it speaks to the commitment of the
Black Health Coalition of Wisconsin to con-
tinue its important work. It is appropriate be-
cause it indicates the Black Health Coalition’s
pride in its work. And it is appropriate because
it conveys the message that the Black Health
Coalition works on behalf of everyone and ex-
cluded no one.

I congratulate the Black Health coalition on
its ten years of remarkable achievements and
fantastic efforts on behalf of the people of
Wisconsin, and especially the people of my
home city of Milwaukee.
f

DEICE HONORED

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to day
to pay tribute to James J. Deice, the 1998
Person of the year of the Italian-American As-
sociation of Luzerne County. I am proud to
have been asked to participate in the Associa-
tion’s annual Columbus Day Dinner on Octo-
ber 11.

Jim played both football and track as a stu-
dent at West Pittston High School. He majored
in English at the University of Scranton and
graduated with a B.A. in Education in 1969.
He later obtained his Master’s degree from
West Chester University, Penn State Univer-
sity and University of Scranton.

After graduating from college, Jim took a
teaching job in Royersford, Pennsylvania but
in 1972, he returned to Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania to teach English at Pittston Area Senior
High School. Jim also coached Pittston Area’s
track, football and wrestling teams. He
coached the wrestling team to its first-ever
District Title in 1996–97. For this achievement,
he was honored by his fellow coaches as
Coach of the Year. He retired from coaching
in 1997. That same year, Jim received the Ge-
rard M. Musto Teacher of the Year Award
from the National Honor Society at Pittston
Area.

In additional to teaching and coaching, Jim
has made his commitment to our community
clear by his involvement in numerous activities

outside of school. He is a member of the
Knights of Columbus, UNICO, and the
Serradifalco Society. He is Chairman of he
Pittston City Parking Authority and is active
with the Pittston Tomato Festival Committee,
co-chairing the parade for that yearly event.
For five years, Jim chaired the track-and-field
events for he Special Olympics of Luzerne
County. during the 10 years Jim has been a
member of the Italian-American Association,
he has served as President and chaired sev-
eral communities. He is currently the Chair-
man of the Association’s Board of Director.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to bring the many
accomplishments of Jim Deice to the attention
of my colleagues. Jim is a community leader
and outstanding role model for the youths he
helps to shape each day. I applaud the Italian-
American Association for their choice of hon-
oree this year and send my best wishes to Jim
and his family as he accepts this prestigious
honor.
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
GERALD SOLOMON

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 6, 1998

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize my good friend and colleague who
has served his constituents and the United
States well during his tenure in Congress. He
has served this great institution for the last 20
years as a Member of the United States
House of Representatives, and a total of 31
years as a public servant.

Congressman SOLOMON and I have worked
together on many issues sometimes on oppo-
site sides, but we have remained friends and
always strived for bi-partisanship on issues of
importance to our constituents and to the peo-
ple of the United States.

My friend, ‘‘Closed-rule’’ SOLOMON’s service
on the Rules Committee is exemplary and he
will be missed.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring an extraordinary man who has
spent his career as a public servant helping
others. I will miss him and his wisdom, but I
know that he will not be far away. I salute him
and his accomplishments. I have enjoyed
working with him in the House of Representa-
tives.
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A TRIBUTE TO DR. MICHAEL
DOSIK OF JOHN T. MATHER HOS-
PITAL

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
the U.S. House of Representatives to join my
voice with the John T. Mather Hospital com-
munity as we honor Dr. Michael Dosik for his
many years of outstanding service and leader-
ship, including his tenure as the chief of
Mather Hospital’s Division of Hematology/On-
cology since 1981.

On Friday evening, October 23, hundreds of
friends, volunteers and staff will gather for

Mather Hospital’s 33rd annual ‘‘One En-
chanted Evening’’ fundraising dinner. At this
year’s gala, Dr. Dosik will be honored with the
‘‘Theodore Roosevelt Award’’ for his dedicated
volunteer service to Mather Hospital and the
community it serves. This year, in recognition
of October as National Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, the proceeds from Mather Hos-
pital’s annual benefit will go to the Fortunato
Breast Health Center and Breast Cancer
Treatment.

It is fitting that Dr. Dosik should be honored
on the same evening that Mather Hospital will
raise money for breast cancer treatment.
Since receiving his medical degree from Cor-
nell University in 1966, Dr. Dosik has dedi-
cated his professional career to the treatment
of malignant diseases. As an oncology-gener-
alist, Dr. Dosik is recognized for his continuing
efforts to introduce innovative therapeutic
interventions to his patients. He is greatly re-
spected by peers and patients alike for his
medical insight and compassionate, humane
approach to treating the person, as well as the
disease.

That Mather Hospital’s October 23, benefit
for the Fortunato Breast Health Center and
Breast Cancer Treatment is of particular im-
portance to Dr. Dosik, for he serves as the
Center’s Co-Medical Director and chairs the
weekly breast cancer conference. He has also
made significant contributions as an active
member of the American Cancer Society and
Long Island Cancer Council. He resides in
Setauket, Long Island with his wife Lyn and
their Daughter Diana. He and Lyn also have a
23-year-old daughter, Lia.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join the en-
tire John T. Mather Hospital community as we
honor Dr. Michael Dosik, a very deserving re-
cipient of the ‘‘Theodore Roosevelt Award’’ for
his dedicated service to the hospital and our
entire Long Island community.
f

THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA’S
NATIONAL DAY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express my con-
gratulations to the Republic of China. Tomor-
row, October 10, 1998, is Taiwan’s National
Day. Taiwan is a country fondly known as the
‘‘Little Tiger.’’ Rightfully so, Taiwan has a
strong economy and is an excellent trading
partner for countries like the United States. In
fact, Taiwan is our sixth largest trading part-
ner.

In the last few years, Taiwan’s economy has
grown at a spectacular rate and has become
one of the wealthiest nations in the world. Tai-
wan’s wealth can be seen in their strong man-
ufacturing industry and in their citizens’ com-
mitment to make Taiwan an effective trading
partner. Taiwan has done remarkably well dur-
ing the Asian financial crisis, and I hope that
Taiwan will continue to prosper.

I wish President Lee Teng-hui, Vice Presi-
dent Lien Chan, Foreign Minister Jason Hu
and Ambassador Stephen Chen of the Repub-
lic of China continued success in leading Tai-
wan and their citizens.
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IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES F.

McCONNELL UPON HIS RETIRE-
MENT AS PRESIDENT AND CEO
OF THE FLUSHING SAVINGS
BANK

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to join with my constituents of the Fifth Con-
gressional District of the State of New York
and the staff of the Flushing Savings Bank as
they honor James F. McConnell upon his re-
tirement as the bank’s president and CEO.

Mr. McConnell’s background is both diverse
and effective. Prior to his election as president
of the Flushing Savings Bank he held promi-
nent management positions with AMBAC In-
dustries of Garden City, New York and the
EDO Corporation of College Point. He joined
the Flushing Savings Bank in 1974 as Vice-
president and Treasurer. Realizing his keen
sense of leadership and a most effective ap-
proach to getting things done, the bank ap-
pointed him president in 1981, appointed him
to its board of directors in 1983 and elected
him Chief Executive Officer in 1990.

Mr. McConnell’s multiple leadership talents
reach far beyond the Flushing Savings Bank.
He has served on the Board of Directors of
the Community Bankers Association of New
York State from 1987 to 1997 and served as
the Association’s Chairman from 1990–1991.
He was highly instrumental in negotiations
which led to the successful merger of the Sav-
ings Bank Association of New York State with
the New York League of Savings Institutions,
thereby creating the Community Bankers As-
sociation.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join with me and
rise in honor of James F. McConnell, who has
imparted a sense of professionalism, leader-
ship and community responsibility. His record
is one of dynamism and productivity which
readily emerges as a yardstick by which all
such future efforts are measured.
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TRIBUTE TO DR. TOM GIUGNI

HON. STEPHEN HORN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Dr. Tom Giugni, who is retiring as
Executive Director of the Association of Cali-
fornia School Administrators. Dr. Giugni’s re-
tirement marks the end of a 40-year career of
service in public education.

Public schools are filled with dedicated peo-
ple whose main objective is to make life better
for the students and the communities which
they serve. But on occasion, there are those
who outshine even the brightest educators. Dr.
Giugni is such a person. Teachers, parents,
administrators, and the business community
have consistently looked to him for ideas, di-
rection, and inspiration in serving students.

Dr. Giugni’s distinguished career began
humbly in 1956 as a substitute teacher in St.
Helena, California. Five years later, he had
worked his way up to the level of principal in

the St. Helena Unified School District, and he
has never looked back. He has served six dif-
ferent California school districts, including four
as Superintendent. I had the pleasure of work-
ing with Dr. Giugni when, during his tenure as
Superintendent of the Long Beach Unified
School District, he served on the Education
Advisory Committee of the Graduate School of
Education at California State University, Long
Beach, where I was president.

He was a dynamic Superintendent. Under
his leadership, the Long Beach district be-
came one of the most decentrated in the
United States. The central bureaucracy was
cut back. Creativity and innovation became
the watchwords in the schools. Parent coun-
cils were created. Parents played an increas-
ing role. Principals worked to encourage the
best ideas and performance from their faculty.

For the first time in California the elemen-
tary and secondary schools were closely
linked with a major university, California State
University, Long Beach. Many post-secondary
institutions have their education majors intern
in the schools. But the CSULB Long Beach
Unified School District was a true partnership
in which university students and faculty mem-
bers as well as student organizations across
the university involved themselves with the
schools and their students.

Dr. Giugni has further served California
through active participation in numerous civic
and professional organizations, including as a
member of area Chambers of Commerce and
Industry Education Councils, an advisor to
California colleges and universities, and an
advocate of events to fight cancer and drug
abuse. His knowledge and expertise have
been recognized by several respected edu-
cational journals who have published his arti-
cles, and he has received countless awards
honoring his leadership.

Dr. Giugni committed his career to improv-
ing education. His genuine concern for stu-
dents, his vision, and his ability to rally support
for public schools will be greatly missed. All of
us who know him wish him well and doubt that
he will be inactive in retirement
f

A TRIBUTE TO DR. HARISH
MALHOTRA OF JOHN T. MATHER
HOSPITAL

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
the House of Representatives to join with the
staff and patrons of John T. Mather Hospital
as they honor Dr. Harish Malhotra of
Shoreham, Long Island, with the ‘‘Theodore
Roosevelt Award’’ for his dedicated service to
Mather Hospital and the Long Island commu-
nity.

On Friday evening, October 23, hundreds of
friends, volunteers and staff will gather for
Mather Hospital’s 33rd annual ‘‘One En-
chanted Evening’’ fundraising dinner. This
year, in recognition of October as National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the pro-
ceeds from Mather Hospital’s annual benefit
will go to the Fortunato Breast Health Center
and Breast Cancer Treatment.

A native of India, where he earned distinc-
tion as a ‘‘Gold Medal’’ doctor at the University

of New Delhi for his work in surgery, Dr.
Malhotra has achieved great success as a
surgeon because he remains an avid student
of his craft. A voracious reader, Dr. Malhotra
is dedicated to the continual development of
his talent for healing the sick and injured. ‘‘If
you don’t read a lot and keep constant,’’ Dr.
Malhotra said, ‘‘you can’t take good care of
your patients.’’ Because of his lifelong pursuit
of knowledge and inner desire to make the ab-
solute most of his skills, Dr. Malhotra is able
to take very good care of his patients.

It was while researching innovative surgical
technologies that Dr. Malhotra learned of the
bold, new bone marrow and stem cell trans-
plants. Moved by the positive results of these
surgical techniques, Dr. Malhotra founded the
first Bone Marrow and Peripheral Blood Stem
Cell Transplantation Program in Suffolk Coun-
ty, one of the most successful programs of its
kind in the United States.

When he’s not working with his patients or
reading up on the latest surgical techniques,
Dr. Malhotra is usually found on the golf
course, or spending time with his wife
Maureen and six-year-old son Kiran.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join the en-
tire John T. Mather Hospital community as we
honor Dr. Harish Malhotra, a very deserving
recipient of the ‘‘Theodore Roosevelt Award’’
for his dedicated service to the hospital and
our entire Long Island community.

f

CITIZENS’ VOICE CELEBRATES
20TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to the Citizens’ Voice newspaper
of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, which is cele-
brating its twentieth anniversary on October 9,
1998. Despite tremendous obstacles, the Citi-
zens’ Voice has survived and thrived as a
daily newspaper in a competitive market.

In the fall of 1978, 205 employees of the
Wilkes-Barre Publishing Company who were
on strike decided to create their own paper.
That decision led to the publishing of the first
edition of the Citizens’ Voice. Since then, the
paper has grown to a circulation of approxi-
mately 38,000. During that time, the Voice has
received numerous awards from local and
state professional organizations.

The Voice’s first ‘‘home’’ was a building
scheduled for demolition by the Redevelop-
ment Authority on North Main Street in Wilkes-
Barre. In early 1979, the Voice moved to the
mezzanine of the Hotel Sterling in the heart of
downtown Wilkes-Barre. In June of 1984, the
Voice moved to its present headquarters on
North Washington Street in Wilkes-Barre.

Mr. Speaker, not too many cities the size of
Wilkes-Barre have two daily newspapers any-
more, but I think the presence of both papers
has lead to an improvement in the quality of
coverage provided to area residents. I applaud
the Citizens’ Voice for its twenty years of ex-
cellence and wish the paper future success.
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