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At Sacred Heart Church where he serves as
pastor, Father Sheedy has committed himself
to improving the quality of life for every mem-
ber of our community. He has worked with our
youth—encouraging them to stay out of gangs
and in school. Along with local universities,
Father Sheedy has created a tutorial center
and has spearheaded efforts to gain college
scholarships for kids.

Father Sheedy has also been a beacon of
hope and faith—attending to the very sick and
providing solace to their families. Now Father
Sheedy is himself very ill, and our thoughts
and prayers are with him.

On October 22, 1998, Father Mateo Sheedy
will be honored with the Heart of Jesus Award,
recognizing his vast sacrifices for our commu-
nity. | ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Father Sheedy for receiving such a
special award. He is to be commended for his
noble efforts.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Saturday, October 10, 1998
Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on October 5,
1998, | was on official business during rollcall
votes Nos. 480, 481, and 482. Had | been
present for the votes, | would have voted “no”
on No. 480, “yes” on 481, and “yes” on 482.

GRANTING CONSENT OF CONGRESS
TO POTOMAC HIGHLANDS AIR-
PORT AUTHORITY COMPACT ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLETT

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 1998

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. Speaker,
S. J. Res. 51 would provide Congress’ con-
sent to a compact between the States of West
Virginia and Maryland establishing the Poto-
mac Highlands Airport Authority. This legisla-
tion has been passed by the Senate and has
the support of the Senators from both States
and the Members of Congress from the dis-
tricts concerned.

This bill is of great importance to my con-
stituents as well as to me personally. As you
may know, in 1944 the city of Cumberland, lo-
cated in Allegany County, Maryland, pur-
chased land 3 miles south of the city in Wiley
Ford, West Virginia for the construction of an
airport. In 1976 the States of Maryland and
West Virginia entered into a compact estab-
lishing the Potomac Highlands Airport Author-
ity.

The need for the compact stems from the
unusual nature of the airport. It is located in
one State, but owned by a municipality in an-
other. Accordingly there has been a certain
degree of uncertainty about the ability of the
airport authority to guarantee to pay for loans
they may receive. This was discovered as the
Authority was in the process of undertaking a
20-year $10 million expansion program and
had applied for a loan from the Department of
Agriculture. In its denial of the loan, the De-
partment replied that it could not provide the
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loan unless Congress were to provide its con-
sent to the bi-state compact between West
Virginia and Maryland.

The loan from the USDA represented an im-
portant part of this expansion program. While
congressional approval of the compact will ob-
viously facilitate the improvement of the airport
specifically, it will also have a positive impact
on the economic development of region as a
whole.

As you may know, the Greater Cumberland
Regional Airport, is located in rural Appa-
lachia. According to the Department of Labor’'s
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Allegany County,
Maryland has an unemployment rate of 8.5
percent, almost 90 percent higher than the na-
tional average. This number does not even
consider the great number of people who have
become so discouraged that they have
stopped seeking employment. The simple rea-
son for this high unemployment rate is that the
area has suffered from the closing of a num-
ber of employers and has been unable to at-
tract employers sufficient to replace the lost
jobs.

The critical task in the coming years will be
for local and State leaders to attract new em-
ployers to the area. In working with busi-
nesses that are considering moving to area,
one of the critical deciding factors for their re-
location is access to first rate infrastructure.
Businesses considering moving to the region
will need to know commercial aviation users.
The Potomac Highland Airport Authority has a
20-year plan that will allow it to expand to ac-
commodate the increased utilization of the fa-
cility. The House’s approval of this bill is an
important step in providing the Potomac High-
lands Airport Authority with the tools nec-
essary to be an active participant in the re-
gion’s expansion.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DEBORAH PRYCE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, October 10, 1998

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, during
the week of October 5, 1998, | was absent
due to an illness in my family. | received an
official leave of absence from the Majority
Leader in this regard.

However, had | been present, | would have
voted in the following manner on the following
legislation:

Monday, October 5, 1998

H.R. 4614—New Hampshire Land Convey-
ance Act: Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass the bill (Roll Call No. 480): Aye.

H.R. 1154—The Indian Federal Recognition
Administrative Procedure Act of 1997: Motion
to Suspend the Rules and Pass the bill (Roll
Call No. 481): Nay.

H.R. 4655—Establishing a Program to sup-
port a Transition to Democracy in Irag: Motion
to Suspend the Rules and Pass the bill (Roll
Call No. 482): Aye.

Tuesday, October 6, 1998
H.R. 4194—VA-HUD Appropriations Act for
FY 1999: On Agreeing to the Conference Re-
port (Roll Call No. 483): Aye.

H. Res. 575—Waiving a requirement of
clause 4(b) of rule XI with respect to consider-
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ation of certain resolutions reported from the
Committee on Rules: On Agreeing to the Res-
olution (Roll Call No. 484): Aye.

H.R. 4259—The Haskell Indian Nations Uni-
versity and Southwestern Indian Polytechnic
Systems Act of 1998: On Agreeing to the
Cummings of Maryland Substitute Amendment
(Roll Call No. 485): Nay.

Wednesday, October 7, 1998

H.R. 3694—Intelligence Authorization Act
for FY 1999: Motion to Recommit (Roll Call
No. 486): Nay; On Agreeing to the Conference
Report (Roll Call No. 487): Aye.

H. Res. 573—Providing for the consider-
ation of H.R. 4570, the Omnibus National
Parks and Public Lands Act: On Passage (Roll
Call No. 488): Aye.

H.R. 4570—Omnibus Parks and Public
Lands Act: On Passage (Roll Call No. 489):
Nay.

H. Res. 579—Waiving all points of order
against the Conference Report on H.R. 4104,
the Treasury, Postal Services, and Independ-
ent Agencies Appropriations for FY 1999: On
Agreeing to the Resolution (Roll Call No. 490):
Aye.

H.R. 4616—Designating the Corporal Harold
Gomez Post Office: On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass the bill (Roll Call No.
491): Aye.

H.R. 2348—Designating the Mervyn Dym-
ally Post Office Building: On the Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass the bill (Roll Call
No. 492): Aye; On the Motion to Recommit
with Instructions (Roll Call No. 493): Nay.

H.R. 4104—The Treasury, Postal Services,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations for
FY 1999: On Agreeing the Conference Report
(Roll Call No. 494): Aye.

Thursday, October 8, 1998

House Journal of October 8, 1998: On Ap-
proving the House Journal (Roll Call No. 495):
Aye.

Quorum: On the Call of the House (Roll Call
No. 496): Present.

H. Res. 581—Authorizing and directing the
Committee on the Judiciary to investigate
whether sufficient grounds exist for the im-
peachment of William Jefferson Clinton, Presi-
dent of the United States: On the Motion to
Recommit with Instructions (Roll Call No. 497):
Nay; On Agreeing to the Resolution (Roll Call
No. 498): Aye.

Adjourn: Motion to Adjourn (Roll Call No.
499): Nay.

H.Res. 584—Further providing for the con-
sideration of H.R. 4274: On Ordering the Pre-
vious Question (Roll Call No. 500) Aye; To
Table the Motion to Reconsider (Roll Call No.
501) Aye; On Agreeing to the Resolution (Roll
Call No. 502) Aye; To Table the Motion to Re-
consider (Roll Call No. 503) Aye.

H.R. 4274—The Labor, Health and Human
Services Appropriations for FY 1999: On
Agreeing to the Istook Substitute Amendment
to the Greenwood Amendment (Roll Call No.
504): Nay.

H.R. 3150—Bankruptcy Reform Act: On the
Motion to Recommit the Conference Report
with Instructions (Roll Call No. 505): Nay; On
Agreeing to the Conference Report (Roll Call
No. 506) Aye.

H.Res. 565—Expressing the Sense of the
House of Representatives Regarding the Im-
portance of Mammograms and biopsies in the
Fight Against Breast Cancer: On the Motion to
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Suspend the Rules and Agree (Roll Call No.
507): Aye.

H.Con.Res. 331—Expressing the Sense of
Congress Concerning the Inadequacy of Sew-
age Infrastructure Facilities in Tijuana, Mexico:
On the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree (Roll Call No. 508): Aye.

H.Res. 557—Expressing Support for the
U.S. Government Efforts to Identify Holocaust-
Era Assets: On the Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Agree (Roll Call No. 509): Aye.

H.R. 3874—Child Nutrition and WIC Reau-
thorization Amendments of 1998: On the Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Agree to the
Conference Report (Roll Call No. 510): Aye.

H.J.Res. 133—Further Continuing Appro-
priations for Fiscal year 1999: On Passage
(Roll Call No. 511): Aye.

Saturday, October 10, 1998

Question of Privilege—noticed by Mr. Vis-
closky on Oct. 8, 1998: On motion to table the
appeal of the ruling of the Chair (Roll Call No.
512) Aye.

H.Res. 589—Waiving Clause 4(b) of rule XI
for special rules and suspensions On ordering
the Previous Question—(Roll Call No. 513)
Aye.

H.Res. 588—Rule governing consideration
of H.R. 4761 On agreeing to the resolution—
(Roll Call No. 514) Aye.

H.Res. 592—Providing for concurrence by
House with amendment in the Senate amend-
ment to H.R. 4110. On suspending the rules
and agreeing to the resolution—(Roll Call No.
515) Aye.

SENSE OF THE HOUSE REGARDING
IMPORTANCE OF MAMMOGRAPHY

AND BIOPSIES IN FIGHTING
BREAST CANCER
HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 8, 1998

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, today the
House of Representatives approved H. Res.
565, a resolution emphasizing the importance
of mammograms and biopsies in the fight
against breast cancer. Since October is “Na-
tional Breast Cancer Awareness Month,” it is
particularly appropriate that the House passed
this resolution before adjournment.

Last month, | was proud to work with Chair-
man BLILEY to secure approval by the House
of Representatives of H.R. 4382, legislation to
reauthorize the Mammography Quality Stand-
ards Act. This important law was enacted in
1992 to improve the quality of breast cancer
screening exams by establishing national
standards for mammography facilities. Without
question, it has been an overwhelming suc-
cess.

Screening mammography is currently the
most effective technique for early detection of
breast cancer. This procedure can identify
small tumors and breast abnormalities up to
two years before they can be detected by
touch. More than 90 percent of these early
stage cancers can be cured, according to the
Food and Drug Administration.

The use of screening mammography pro-
vides a ray of hope in the fight against breast
cancer. Early detection of breast cancer

through accurate and reliable mammograms
can spare women from undergoing radical sur-
gery—and often save their lives. Enactment of
H.R. 4382 will help reduce the threat of breast
cancer by providing women the tools they
need to detect this terrible disease in its early
stages.

As chairman of the Health and Environment
Subcommittee, however, | believe the federal
government can and should do more to sup-
port cancer research. Specifically, | support an
increased financial commitment to fund the
biomedical research necessary to find a cure
for breast cancer.

To that end, | have endorsed a proposal to
double Federal funding for the National Insti-
tutes of Health over the next five years. | have
also authored legislation to allow taxpayers to
designate a portion of any income tax refund
to support NIH research efforts.

For the hundreds of thousands of patients,
families, caregivers and friends whose lives
have been touched by breast cancer, we must
renew and strengthen our commitment to end-
ing this terrible disease. H. Res. 565 places
appropriate emphasis on the importance of
mammograms and biopsies in the fight against
breast cancer, and | urge Members to support
this resolution.

EXPRESSING CONCERNS REGARD-
ING INDONESIA’S PRISONERS OF
CONSCIENCE IN WEST PAPUA
NEW GUINEA (IRIAN JAYA)

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, October 10, 1998

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | have
come before our colleagues and the Nation
several times regarding Indonesia’s brutal sup-
pression of the Melanesian people of West
Papua New Guinea, or Irian Jaya province, as
the Indonesian Government has renamed
West Papua.

Last month, | welcomed the announcement
of a significant development in the Indonesian
Government’s position on West Papua. Ac-
cording to press reports from Jakarta, Indo-
nesia’'s President B.J. Habibie agreed to call
for a national dialog on West Papua as soon
as possible.

The proposed dialogue, supported by Indo-
nesian Parliamentary leader Abdul Gafur and
the Indonesian Council of Protestant Church-
es, was to address a three-part agenda cover-
ing: (1) human rights, (2) autonomy matters,
and (3) issues of independence.

Although President Habibie’'s pronounce-
ment was very welcome news, | am disturbed
by recent developments in West Papua that
have called into question his sincerity in push-
ing for true reform.

Within the past week, the Indonesian au-
thorities have shown a shocking disregard for
political openess in West Papua by arbitrarily
incarcerating several leaders and local officials
in West Papua.

On October 1, Amnesty International issued
an action alert regarding the arrest of Don
Falsy, a respected civil servant with the Re-
gional Development Planning Body in
Jayapura.

According to Amnesty International, it is
“concerned for the safety of Don Falsy who
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has been in detention since 29 September
1998 and who has been denied access to his
lawyers, raising fears that he is at risk of ill-
treatment.”

Amnesty International states that “Don
Falsy was arrested without a warrant at his
home in Jayapura, the capital of the province
of Irian Jaya, by local police and taken . . .
he continues to be detained.”

Noting that Don Falsy’s arrest is in connec-
tion with his alleged role in planning a meeting
in Jayapura to discuss the independence of
West Papua, Amnesty International states that
“Don Falsy is a possible prisoner of con-
science who appears to have been detained
for the peaceful exercise of his beliefs.”

Mr. Speaker, the arrest of Don Falsy for his
political beliefs is not an isolated case. Also
taken into custody last week for the associa-
tion with Don Falsy were church leader, Rev-
erend Augustinus Ansanai, and two local offi-
cials, Baas Yufuwai and Marinus Mehuwe.
And just yesterday, another prominent Papuan
leader, Theys H. Eluay, was arrested by the
Indonesian police on questionable charges of
subversion.

Mr. Speaker, | urge our colleagues to join
Amnesty International in calling upon the Indo-
nesian Government to allow Don Falsy and
other jailed Papuan leaders immediate, regular
and on-going access to their lawyers. Further-
more, we request that the Indonesian authori-
ties ensure that these prisoners of conscience
are protected from ill-treatment, and that they
be promptly released from custody if they are
being held solely for the peaceful expression
of their belief in support of West Papuan inde-
pendence.

Mr. Speaker, while the Government of Indo-
nesia has committed itself to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights—including Article
19 which holds that “Everyone has the right to
freedom of opinion and expression . . ."—the
recent arrests in West Papua are a flagrant
violation of this solemn commitment for which
Jakarta should be condemned and held ac-
countable.

COMBAT TROOPS PULL OUT OF IRIAN JAYA

JAKARTA, Indonesia (October 4, 1998—
British Broadcasting Corporation)—The In-
donesian armed forces are reported to have
ended their special operations in the prov-
ince of Irian Jaya. The move comes amid
mounting evidence of past army atrocities.
Irian Jaya is the third region in the Indo-
nesian archipelago where the military has
scaled down its activities following Presi-
dent Suharto’s resignation.

Pro-independence rebels have engaged in a
low-level conflict with the military in Irian
Jaya since the mid 1960s. The decision by the
armed forces to end the special status of
Irian Jaya follows a cease fire agreement
with one of the rebel groups. Antara, the
state-run news agency, quoted a regional
commander as saying combat troops would
withdraw but other soldiers would remain to
guarantee security.

Major-General Amir Sembiring said a
cease fire had been agreed to between the
military and the separatist Free Papua
Movement (OPM) rebels. “The military oper-
ation status has been revoked and our activi-
ties will be shifted to safeguard vulnerable
areas,”” he added. But he also said he had or-
dered the immediate arrest of protesters who
had raised separatist flags in the northern
town of Manokwari on Friday.

ALLEGATIONS OF TORTURE AND KILLINGS

The military’s withdrawal follows a new
policy of reducing activity in troubled areas
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