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In the past 20 years, there has been tre-

mendous change in the franchising industry,
and as a result, I believe it is time for Con-
gress to review the franchise rule and level
the playing field for the thousands of small
business owners who invest in franchise oper-
ations. The legislation that I introduce today,
along with my distinguished colleague from
Michigan, Congressman JOHN CONYERS, ad-
dresses the fundamental and necessary safe-
guards that this industry so desperately needs.
I believe that the safeguards provided by this
legislation level the playing field for small busi-
ness franchisees across our nation. This legis-
lation, like the Automobile Dealers Day in
Court Act and the Petroleum Marketing Prac-
tices Act, rights the imbalance that has existed
for too long in the franchisor/franchisee rela-
tionship.

Recognizing that it is too late to act on this
legislation during the 105th Congress, I am
hopeful that the 106th Congress will address
this matter and ensure that this important seg-
ment of the small business world will remain
viable for future generations.
f
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Saturday, October 10, 1998

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
opposition to the martial law resolution, H.
Res. 589. This measure waves the one-day
layover requirement, guaranteed by House
rules, and allows any appropriations bill, ap-
propriations conference report or continuing
resolution to be brought to the floor for a
vote—today and for the remainder of the
105th Congress. This is yet another attempt
by the Republican majority to prevent critical
Democratic proposals from being brought to
the floor for consideration.

In spite of the fact that the fiscal year is
over, the Republican Congress has failed to
complete the regular business of the House,
including: Passing a budget resolution and
concluding action on several appropriations
bills.

Rather than legislating, House Republicans
have focused their efforts on investigating. In
fact, over the last four years, House Repub-
licans have spent more than $17 million on
more than 50 politically-motivated investiga-
tions in the House. They have shown very lit-
tle interest in creating positive legislative ac-
complishments that would benefit our Nation’s
working families. And, they have wasted valu-
able time on promoting excessively partisan
issues.

Earlier this year, congressional Democrats
joined the administration in introducing a com-
prehensive education proposal—which in-
cludes school modernization and class size re-
duction initiatives. These efforts are critical to
ensuring that students across the United
States are prepared for the twenty-first cen-
tury. However, House Republicans have con-
tinuously blocked this legislation from being

considered on the floor. Instead, they have
supported anti-public school initiatives such as
school vouchers and budget cuts in essential
education funding.

Mr. Speaker, recent polls indicate that the
American voters are primarily concerned with
improving public education in this country.
However, the Republican 105th Congress has
failed to act on legislation that would help to
improve our Nation’s public schools. School
modernization and class size reduction legisla-
tion is vital to enabling local school districts to
renovate and modernize their existing facilities
as well as to build new classrooms that will
enable them to effectively address rising
school enrollments.

According to the General Accounting Office,
our neighborhood schools are sorely in need
of $112 billion to repair or upgrade dangerous
and substandard school facilities. In fact, 60
percent of the Nation’s public schools have at
least one major building feature in complete
disrepair.

Before the 105th Congress adjourns, we
must work to address these and other prob-
lems associated with critical funding needs for
school modernization and class size reduction.
The Democratic education proposal provides
Federal tax credits to pay the interest on $22
billion in bonds for the modernization or con-
struction of more than 5,000 schools across
the country. It also assists local school dis-
tricts in hiring an additional 100,000 qualified
teachers and reduce class size in grades one
through three. At a time when the Nation’s
public schools are experiencing record school
enrollment, and many teachers in the early
grades have classes at large as 36 students,
this effort is absolutely essential.

It is for these reasons that I urge my col-
leagues to join me in opposing the martial law
resolution. It is time to stop playing games.
We must get to work and enact legislation that
will benefit all of our Nation’s children and en-
sure that they have access to quality public
school education.

Vote no on H. Res. 589
f
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Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of America’s farmers and
ranchers. Agricultural producers make up only
two-percent of the U.S. population, yet they
are productive and efficient enough to safely
and inexpensively feed this country and much
of the rest of the world. Our agricultural pro-
duction system is the envy of the world, but
we cannot take it for granted.

Mr. Speaker, farmers and ranchers work
hard for us. Tonight I call on Congress and
the President to return the favor.

Agriculture is different than other U.S. indus-
tries. It is a sector that is at the whims of both
government policies and the global economy.
Unfortunately, neither one of these influences
are controlled by the Kansas farmer. The col-
lapse of the Asian economy has beaten down
prices like a hailstorm ripping across the Kan-
sas plains. According to the U.S. Treasury De-
partment, Kansas’ agricultural exports to Asia

have fallen by 20%. Through no fault of their
own, Kansas farmers will miss out on over $2
billion in farm income due to lost markets and
low prices. We need to take action, not just for
today, but for the next generation.

In the short-term, the most important issues
is the disaster relief bill for agriculture. This bill
passed both the House and Senate, only to be
vetoed by the President. The passage of this
legislation could not be more timely or impor-
tant. The price decline, combined with the
weather and transportation problems, has left
many farmers and ranchers in dire straits.
Congress and the President need to put aside
their differences to pass a meaningful relief
bill.

In the long-term, removing sanctions and
foreign subsidies must be a to priority for Con-
gress. I am pleased that a bill to limit agri-
culture embargoes has passed the House.
This bill should be approved by the Senate
and sent to the President for him to sign into
law. Congress should then focus on repealing
sanctions that currently damage our producers
and work to ensure that new sanctions are
done only as a measure of last resort, and not
a knee-jerk reaction to the problem of the day.
If this is going to be a global agricultural econ-
omy, we in the U.S. have to give our farmers
a chance to sell and market around the globe.

Subsidies must also be addressed. The Ex-
port Enhancement Program, one of our only
programs available to promote agriculture ex-
ports, has been left unused since I arrived in
exports, an increase of 300%. The U.S. is still
being out spent by nearly $7 billion by the Eu-
ropean Union. To do nothing is the worst re-
sponse possible. We cannot afford to stand by
while our competitors take away markets by
using aggressive government subsidies.

Mr. Speaker, we owe a lot to the American
farmer. Working together on their behalf is the
least we can do. It is time to act.
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Wednesday, October 14, 1998

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, as the entire
country knows, the Pacific Northwest enjoys
significant benefits from federal power through
the Bonneville Power Administration. As I
have advocated throughout my career, the
Northwest also needs to be able to meet all of
the public obligations associated with these
benefits, including restoring fish and wildlife,
meeting tribal treaty and trust obligations, and
paying the U.S. Treasury.

I come to the floor today to introduce legis-
lation that will give the Northwest region new
tools to deal with anticipated changes in the
utility industry, and new tools to promote salm-
on recovery and renewables conservation.

This bill, the Northwest Salmon Recovery
Act of 1998, includes the following provisions
to help the region get on track with its con-
servation responsibilities:

First, a Unified Plan for Fish and Wildlife.
Under this bill, the Secretary of the Interior will
be responsible for overseeing the develop-
ment of a unified plan for salmon recovery in
the Pacific Northwest. The plan will have as its
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goal to restore harvestable, sustainable fish
and wildlife populations in the Columbia Basin,
consistent with the ESA, the NW Power Act,
the U.S.-Canada Pacific Salmon Treaty, and
the Clean Water Act.

Second, the bill establishes a Natural Re-
sources Recovery Fund. This Fund will aid us
in paying for restoration of fish and wildlife in
the Columbia Basin, the fish mitigation and
enhancement requirements of the Northwest
Power Act, and the water quality standards
under the Clean Water Act. Funding would
come from a 3 mills/kilowatt hour charge on all
retail power sales in the northwest.

Third, this bill provides accountability. The
bill provides for an improved accounting sys-
tem for BPA expenditures, based upon GAO
recommendations. Under these provisions,
Treasury repayments are met; WPPSS debt
obligations are met; costs for flood control,
navigation, power generation, irrigation, and
fish & wildlife are independently assessed and
reported; and accounting records are made
publicly available.

Finally, this legislation creates a cost recov-
ery mechanism that would give BPA author-
ization to adjust the rates of its customers up
to the market rate.

At this critical time for salmon in the North-
west, bold steps are needed to ensure that
these fish do not go extinct. I know that my
colleagues continue to lead the fight to protect
salmon and restore the greatness of these
Northwest icons after I’m gone.
f
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 4757, a bill to name the North-
South Center after our former colleague,
Dante Fascell.

It is fitting that Congress is naming the
North-South Center, which Dante helped
found, in his honor. During his long and distin-
guished career in the House, Dante used his
position as chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee to promote understanding and co-
operation between nations of the Western
Hemisphere. To advance this view, in 1984
Dante helped establish the North-South Cen-
ter, located in Miami. This educational institu-
tion helps promote better relations between
the United States and the other nations of the
Western Hemisphere through cooperative
study, training and research. Today, the North-
South Center plays an essential role in the
conduct of American diplomacy.

Mr. Speaker, one of Chairman Fascell’s top
priorities in Congress was to promote closer
relations among our allies in this hemisphere.
Dante was also a tireless fighter against tyr-
anny and oppression in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Since the North-South Center is
essentially carrying on Dante’s work, it is fit-
ting that this organization be named in his
honor. I hope the naming of the North-South
Center will remind future generations, and es-
pecially South Floridians, the gratitude we owe
Dante Fascell for his tireless efforts.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 4757.

DANTE B. FASCELL NORTH-SOUTH
CENTER ACT OF 1991

SPEECH OF

HON. AMO HOUGHTON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 12, 1998

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to applaud the University of Miami for naming
the North-South Center after one of their most
esteemed graduates and one of the greatest
Members of Congress to sit in this chamber—
Dante Fascell.

My experience with Dante really started
when I joined the International Relations Com-
mittee in 1988. Dante was Chairman. He was
always fair, even handed, and very knowl-
edgeable in all matters of international rela-
tions—especially on issues pertaining to the
U.S.-Latin America relationship. That’s why I
feel that naming the Center after Dante is par-
ticularly appropriate.

Dante Fascell has contributed so much to
the North-South Center, the University of
Miami, the Congress, the Nation, and the
world. I’m so glad that he’s been honored so
appropriately. I think I speak for everyone, Mr.
Speaker, when I say that we all miss him
dearly.
f
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Spottswood W. Robinson, III.
Judge Robinson died in his Richmond, Virginia
home on Sunday, October 11, 1998. He was
82 years of age.

Spottswood W. Robinson, III was a federal
appeals judge, law school dean, civil rights at-
torney, husband, father, son, friend, and
HERO. The world is less one phenomenal in-
dividual, and I rise because I must pay tribute
to his life and his many accomplishments. As
a Howard University Law School graduate, I
was inspired by those civil rights giants who
also inspired and taught Judge Robinson. It is
upon the back of Judge Robinson on which I
rise.

A graduate of Virginia Union University in
Richmond, Judge Robinson entered the How-
ard Law School in 1936, at age 20. His arrival
came at a time when Charles Hamilton Hous-
ton, a pioneering black lawyer, was building
the law school into a think tank for civil rights.
According to U.S. Court of Appeals Chief
Judge Harry Edwards, ‘‘Robinson graduated
from Howard Law School with what is still re-
puted to be the highest scholastic average in
the school’s history.’’ He received his law de-
gree in 1939 from Howard, magna cum laude.

Originally planning to return to practice law
with his father in Richmond, he accepted a
two-year teaching fellowship at Howard,
which, due to World War II, turned into eight
years. In 1941, Oliver W. Hill, Martin A. Martin
and Spottswood W. Robinson III formed the
law firm of Hill, Martin and Robinson. Mr. Rob-
inson taught full time and practiced law part
time.

Mr. Robinson became a full-time lawyer in
1947. The law firm of Hill, Martin and Robin-
son had been handling some civil rights cases
when they received a letter in 1951 from two
black high school girls in Prince Edward Coun-
ty, VA, who said their school was inadequate
and that 450 students refused to attend class-
es. The decision to take this case led to their
historic involvement in Brown vs. Board of
Education in 1954. The Virginia case was
combined with Brown and other cases from
South Carolina and Delaware.

The Supreme Court’s decision in Brown vs.
Board of Education declared that segregation
in public schools violated the constitution.
When the court handed down its decisions,
the justices also ruled on the four other cases.

Since Robinson had become legal rep-
resentative of the Legal Defense and Edu-
cational Fund in Virginia in 1948, he was
charged with arguing the constitutional history
of the 14th Amendment before the Supreme
Court during the Brown case.

Robinson’s view was that the 14th Amend-
ment had envisioned the establishment of
complete equality for all people, regardless of
race. Equality was denied to blacks, he held,
as long as their children could not go to white
schools.

Continuing his civil rights advocacy, Mr.
Robinson helped lead the 1956 fight against
Virginia’s so-called NAACP Bills, a set of laws
passed by Virginia legislators attempting to
cripple the activities of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People.
The U.S. District Court in Virginia eventually
threw out the laws in a decision that called
them unconstitutional.

Judge Robinson was also an instrumental
force in the following landmark civil rights deci-
sions:

McGhee vs. Sipes and Hurd vs. Hodge,
1948 (decided along with Shelley vs. Kraemer)
in which the Supreme Court ruled that court
enforcement of race-based restrictive property
covenants is unconstitutional.

Morgan vs. Virginia, 1948 where the Su-
preme Court ruled that State-enforced racial
segregation in interstate transportation is un-
constitutional.

Chance vs. Lambeth, 1951 in which the 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled and the
Supreme Court upheld that carrier-enforced
racial segregation in interstate transportation is
unconstitutional.

Department of Conservation and Develop-
ment vs. Tate, 1956 where the 4th Circuit
ruled and the Supreme Court upheld that the
denial of state park facilities on racial grounds
is unconstitutional.

In addition, from 1949 to 1951, he was part
of an NAACP team that defended the
Martinsville Seven, a group of black men ac-
cused of raping a white woman in Martinsville,
VA. The men eventually were executed.

President John F. Kennedy appointed Rob-
inson to the United States Commission on
Civil Rights where he served from 1961 to
1963. In 1964, he was appointed by President
Lyndon B. Johnson as the first black to serve
as a judge of the U.S. District Court in Wash-
ington. Judge Robinson was also the first
black to serve as a judge of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia and, was
chief judge of the appellate panel from 1981
until 1986.

At the courthouse, Judge Robinson was
known to friends as ‘‘Spots.’’ A self-effacing
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