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he pursued three-dimensional, semi-quan-
titative explanations for the structures of
molecules and, later, for the structures of
atomic nuclei was the greatest of all the sci-
entists I have known. He was supremely
happy when calculating or describing the
properties of chemical bonds.

Scientists work largely alone or with a few
other people. Those who build industries
work with large numbers of people. These
prime builders, driven by their love for their
work, are usually not the most well-liked,
but they are often the most respected. It is
their job to make our industrial world
work—regardless of the personal foibles of
those whom they must direct in doing this
work. Their personal love for their work is
the driving force that motivates them.

All of us are beneficiaries of science and
technology. We live lives that are much
longer and are filled with seemingly endless
pleasures, experiences, and freedoms that
would not be available without technology.
Even the ‘‘warmers’’ who gathered in Kyoto
to bemoan and attack the world’s hydro-
carbon technology dropped in by way of air-
planes belching demon carbon dioxide.

Now, virtually all of our technology is
under serious attack. From our lumber
mills, farms, and ranches to our dams, power
plants, and factories, all are under assault.
Our enemies belong to a peculiar form of
pagan religion. Petr Beckmann called it the
‘‘green religion.’’ This is not a new religion.
The animal, plant, and earth worship ascend-
ant today (partially at the expense of ani-
mals, plants, and the earth, which are, on
balance, actually harmed by this mania) is
fundamentally the same as that which arose
periodically among the ancients, as chron-
icled, for example, in the Old Testament.

This religion is now preached in our
schools, our press, and our political institu-
tions. It is, primarily, a religion of death.
Technology, in the view of these zealots, has
committed a terrible sin. It has made pos-
sible the lives of billions of human beings—
human beings whom they believe to be alive
at the expense of worshiped plants and ani-
mals. (The fact that technology enhances the
lives of plants and animals is suppressed by
the professional enviro religious agitators.)

It is the moral obligation of every Amer-
ican—each living and benefiting from free-
dom and technology; each obligated to pass
these blessings on to future generations; and
each entrusted with a vote in the fate of the
great American experiment—to stop this
mania.

Seadrift and the tens of thousands of like
accomplishments must not be destroyed—at
least not without a terrible fight.
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Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, the
Salton Sea is a unique resource in the South-
ern California desert. It was created by acci-
dent of man, and over the years it has be-
come an attractive, if unlikely, home and rest-
ing area for migratory birds and many species
of fish.

Now, nearly one hundred years after the
permanent Salton Sea was created, it is a pol-
luted mess, always increasingly salty, often
smelly and noxious, and most useful as a
sump for agricultural and municipal waste-
water, almost none of it treated. The birds and

fish that once thrived here are now threatened
every day with death and disease as the tons
of salts and toxic contaminants that are con-
stantly dumped into the Salton Sea become
more and more concentrated and deadly over
time. Economic development of the area has
been frustrated because of conditions in and
around the Salton Sea.

Congressman Sonny Bono worked very
hard to bring national attention to the plight of
the Salton Sea, and he will always and rightly
be remembered for that effort. I agree that
Congress should act quickly at the Salton
Sea. We need to stabilize salinity and con-
taminant levels to protect the dwindling fishery
resources and to reduce the threats to migra-
tory birds, and we need to devise long-term
solutions as well.

I do not, however, believe that Congress
should act in haste to authorize and construct
an expensive project at the Salton Sea before
we know what we are doing. The legislation
introduced today is well-intentioned, but I be-
lieve it could force Congress to make deci-
sions and spend taxpayer dollars before the
scientists and engineers have supplied us with
the information we need to make good deci-
sions. I am particularly concerned that we pre-
serve the integrity of the National Environment
Policy Act, and that we do not hastily commit
to ‘‘solutions’’ at the Salton Sea that may limit
our options for addressing other water and re-
source management problems in Southern
California and elsewhere in the Lower Colo-
rado River Basin. The problems at the Salton
Sea are closely tied to many controversial
water quality and water management issues in
southern California and elsewhere in the
Lower Colorado River Basin, and our solutions
for the Salton Sea should properly be made in
that broader context.

I sincerely appreciate the efforts that have
been made by the Congressional Salton Sea
Task Force and by the Salton Sea Authority,
and I look forward to consideration of this bill
in the Resources Committee.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring to the attention of my colleagues working
on and thinking about electric deregulation
(‘‘retail wheeling’’) the remarks of Anthony J.
Alexander, Executive Vice-President & Gen-
eral Counsel of Ohio Edison Company, which
he delivered to members of Local 245, Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
(IBEW). There is much to be learned from the
candid revelations of this leader in the electric
power industry.

Contrary to what you’ve heard from sup-
porters of retail wheeling, this issue isn’t
about rate cuts—because there’s no guaran-
tee on rates. In fact, they could go up for
many Ohioans. And, in any event, from a
global competitiveness standpoint, we al-
ready have electric rates that are lower than
those of most industrialized countries in the
world.

It’s not about efficiency—we already have
the most efficient and reliable system in the
world. In fact, many of our energy-efficiency
programs, especially for low income cus-
tomers, could be lost under the new system.

And it’s not about fairness—because only a
few, privileged customers and suppliers may
profit from retail wheeling. And, it’s likely
to lead to many differences in prices, which
today we’d call discrimination.

Let’s not be naive: This issue is all about
money—and lots of it. There’s a lot of money
on the table—not only for those who believe
that retail wheeling will allow them to nego-
tiate more favored prices, but also for the
speculators in futures, options, hedges and
derivatives. Wall Street and others are driv-
ing this issue not for the sake of free mar-
kets, but to gain access to profits.

After all, this change involves one of the
nation’s largest, and most capital-intensive,
industries-as well as thousands of people,
just like members of Local 245, who work
hard every day to deliver high-quality serv-
ice to customers.

Make no mistake about this point: For
supporters of retail wheeling, it’s all about
them getting more . . . and quite frankly, us
getting less. And when I say us, I don’t just
mean utility employees. I’m also talking
about senior citizens, small business owners,
customers on low incomes, working fami-
lies—including those headed by single par-
ents . . . in other words, the vast majority of
people who probably won’t have suppliers
competing for their business.

Other key issues are reliability and con-
venience. Under the existing system, utili-
ties are obligated to serve all customers—the
unprofitable as well as the profitable. By ef-
fectively eliminating the basic obligation,
the reserve margins generated by today’s
power plants—as well as the thousands of
utility jobs associated with those margins—
simply wouldn’t exist. Why? Because under
retail wheeling, generation that is held in re-
serve to assure reliability would no longer be
mandated. No one would build expensive new
power plants or maintain reserves or any
other inventories simply to assure reliable
and adequate supply.

Rather than a service, electricity would
become a market-drive commodity in which
price and profit are the only concerns.

Reliability is a serious issue in any deregu-
lated industry. But considering the essential
role electricity plays in every home and
business, unreliable electric service is a
much bigger problem than a busy signal or a
canceled flight.

This is a complicated issue, because the
electric business is far different from other
industries that have been deregulated. At
the same time, supporters of retail wheeling
are trying to mask the real impact of trans-
forming electric service into just another
product for which there’s no substitute—and,
no other product or service just like it.

Remember, choice goes both ways—cus-
tomers can choose their suppliers, and sup-
pliers can choose their customers. If law-
makers decide that our industry must be de-
regulated, then they should take the time to
do it right the first time—because the stakes
are too high to do otherwise.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
February 25, 1998 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

STATE OF THE ECONOMY

Last year the nation’s economy gave its
best performance in a generation. The econ-
omy grew strongly and created jobs while in-
flation declined. The gross domestic product
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grew 3.8%. Employment rose by 3.2 million.
The unemployment rate dropped below 5%
for the first time in 24 years and inflation
averaged only 1.7%, its lowest rate in dec-
ades.

This remarkable economic performance oc-
curred while the federal budget deficit,
which reached $290 billion in 1992, declined to
only $22 billion in 1997. The deficit is ex-
pected to approach zero this fiscal year. By
most measures the economy is exceptionally
healthy. In the past, such strong growth,
coming at a time when the nation’s unem-
ployment rate was falling below 5%, would
have caused inflation to worsen, but in 1997
the opposite occurred.

The prospects for continued growth with
low unemployment and low inflation remain
very good for this year. Economists find the
U.S. economy free of many of the symptoms
that often presage an economic downturn,
such as an increase in inflation or a large ac-
cumulation of inventories or evidence of fi-
nancial imbalance.

REASONS FOR SUCCESS

There are many reasons for the strong
economy. Deficit reduction has reduced gov-
ernment spending relative to overall growth,
and strong U.S. exports have also provided a
boost. Most of the credit for the economy’s
performance has to go to American workers
and companies. They have met challenges of
a competitive global economy and rapidly
changing technology.

The role of the government has not been to
stimulate the economy, but rather to try to
provide individuals and businesses with the
tools they need to flourish through their own
efforts. Sound economic policies have pro-
moted private investment, and the govern-
ment has tried to encourage the formation of
skills through training and education and to
empower marginalized members of our soci-
ety to join the work force.

FUTURE CHALLENGES

Of course challenges remain, particularly
in the areas of productivity, savings, trade,
and income inequality.

PRODUCTIVITY

Productivity, the measure of economic
output per worker, is the key to rising living
standards. Productivity growth, which has
averaged a bit more than 1% in the 1990s, is
less than half of the pace of the ’50s and ’60s.
The situation, however, may be improving.
The most recent data show productivity
growing about 2% for the past two years,
twice the rate of the past two decades; man-
ufacturing productivity is even higher. If
sustained, that will allow the economy to
grow even faster without inflation, with ben-
efits for wages, profits, and unemployment.

SAVINGS

Private savings, which are important to in-
vestment that increases productivity, are at
historic lows. Americans are currently sav-
ings about half of what they need to sustain
their current living standards and that could
soon become everybody’s problem.

TRADE

The U.S. trade deficit for goods and serv-
ices reached $114 billion in 1997, the worst
showing in nine years. Most attribute the
widening deficit to a strong dollar and a
healthy U.S. economy, which absorbs more
imports. Experts predict that the economic
crisis in Asia will increase our trade deficit
this year.
Income inequality

Between 1974 and 1994 families in the upper
5% of income distribution enjoyed an aver-
age annual gain in income of 1.2% while all
others saw their incomes stagnate or shrink.
It appears that the lion’s share of gains from
productivity is going to those with more

education and skills. We must continue to
push for high and rising living standards for
all our people and ensure that the benefits of
a higher standard of living are widely shared.

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

Most of the experts think that the Amer-
ican economy will continue to expand
through 1998 although the pace of growth
will be slower than in 1997 due to the Asian
financial turmoil and the prospect of tighter
labor markets. If the current expansion con-
tinues through this year, it will have lasted
more than 7 years, the longest period of non-
stop economic growth since the 1960s. That
record will be surpassed if the current expan-
sion extends into January 2000.

Economists point to a number of factors
that could derail the good times. Some
worry about higher inflation as job markets
continue to tighten. Others fret about the
threat of sharply declining prices, particu-
larly if Asian countries try to grow out of
their financial difficulties by flooding our
markets with cheap imports rather than
boosting internal consumption. The danger
is that declining prices might trigger lower
incomes, leaving many Americans without
enough money to pay off their debts. Still
other economists play out different sce-
narios: a consumer debt crisis; a sharp de-
cline in stock prices or a punishing trade def-
icit; higher unemployment; and shrinking
corporate profits, with the attendant cost-
cutting and layoffs.

Economists are fond of pointing out that
every expansion contains the seeds of its own
demise: Investors get too enthusiastic and
pay too much for stocks or real estate. Busi-
nesses flush with profits and new orders in-
vest too much in new plants or build up too
much inventory. Banks take on riskier
loans. Over-confident consumers take on too
much debt. Prices and interest rates rise,
shortages develop. And there is always the
possibility of some large unforeseen event,
such as the oil shocks of the 1970s, that
causes a big change in the price or supply of
key commodities. In short, things happen
during expansions that make them end, but
of course, nobody can predict when.

UNFINISHED AGENDA

Americans can take pride in our economic
record of the last decade. We have the
strongest, most successful economy in the
world, and have become the model for other
countries. Nonetheless, I worry about our
country’s unfinished, and largely
undiscussed, agenda. First, I am most con-
cerned about the widening gap between rich
and poor. We must do more to increase the
skills of our workers and create more good-
paying jobs. Second, I worry about the long-
term prospects for a balanced budget, par-
ticularly in the absence of serious reform to
Medicare, Social Security, and other entitle-
ment programs. Without such reform, the
deficit will likely explode again when the
baby boomers start to retire. Third, I think
that we are not investing enough in our na-
tion’s children and their future. We need to
make sure that every child has a minimum
good start, health care, nutrition and edu-
cational opportunities.
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, each year,
during the month of February, our nation

comes together to celebrate the history and
culture of the African American community.

During Black History Month, it is my honor
to acknowledge an outstanding American, Dr.
Eva Evans, and her leadership.

Beginning as a child in the Detroit Public
Schools, Dr. Evans has always shown a com-
mitment to education. After receiving her
Ph.D. in Administration and Higher Education
at Michigan State University, Dr. Evans joined
the Lansing public school system, where she
worked her way from an elementary school
teacher to Lansing’s highly respected Deputy
Superintendent for Instruction.

Along with her professional commitment to
Lansing, Dr. Evans is deeply involved in the
community. With a roster of community serv-
ice activities too long to list, she has served
virtually every avenue on both the state and
local level, from Chairperson of the Capital
Area United Way Board of Directors, to Board
of Directors of the Mid-Michigan America Red
Cross, to Corporate Board of Directors of the
United Negro College Fund.

Currently, Dr. Evans is International Presi-
dent of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, serving
our nation’s oldest Black Sorority, and continu-
ing a tradition that has initiated more than
180,000 college educated African-American
women since its founding in 1908.

Black history month is a special time of year
to recognize contribution and achievement, but
also to recognize the importance of history.
Dr. Evans’s work has made a real difference
within the many communities of Michigan and
literally, around the world. Her achievements
have become a part of our history and her
service to her state and country is unparal-
leled.

Though Dr. Evans has already been pre-
sented with many awards, such as the Diana
Award for Outstanding Leadership in Edu-
cation, and NAACP’s Educator of the Year
Award, I am proud to include Dr. Evans’ great
accomplishments in the 1998 CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD during this important month. Dr.
Evans is a role model for us all.
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, and colleagues, I
rise today to recognize the work of Robert
Sniffen, Chairman of the Board of the San
Diego Veterans Services Center in Escondido,
California. Mr. Sniffen was recently awarded
the KGTV Channel 10 Leadership Award for
his volunteer service which has made a signifi-
cant impact on the San Diego County commu-
nity.

In his acceptance remarks, Sniffen said:
I am deeply humbled and greatly honored

to receive this significant award. I do so in
the name of the scores of volunteers and
hundreds of our supporters. I accept this
award in the name of the San Diego Veterans
Services Center Board of Directors, as well
as our Advisory Board Members, that have
made the success of the Veterans Service
Center a reality. Our whole purpose for exist-
ence is to be here in any way possible for
this most noble and worthy cause, on behalf
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