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dedication this exceptional person had for her
community.

Born in New Hampshire, Bonnie came to
San Diego with her family when she was a lit-
tle girl. She was a small business owner, a
real estate agent, a backcountry activist and
an avid gardener whose own home garden
became a popular fixture in the Alpine com-
munity. The Kibbee’s, whose garden included
various assortments of irises and day lilies,
would set aside a day each spring to allow the
public to come and visit.

Upset upon learning that the Internal Reve-
nue Service was intending to confiscate the
savings account of a child to pay off a parent’s
debt, Bonnie quickly established herself as a
government watchdog and community patriot
by protecting and standing up for the rights of
private property owners. Through her positions
on the Alpine Community Planning Group,
Paul Gann’s Citizen’s Committee, the Christ-
mas Calling Committee and as President of
California Taxpayers Network, Inc., Bonnie
dedicated herself towards community improve-
ment, reducing crime and promoting law en-
forcement. Among her initiatives included rais-
ing funds for the Alpine Community Center,
finding a new home for the Alpine Chamber of
Commerce, assisting congressional efforts to
oppose overzealous federal acquisition of pri-
vate property and working to ensure that
human beings were provided the same protec-
tions afforded to birds, fish and insects.

In a time when apathy is often chosen over
public involvement, Bonnie Kibbee exhibited
the true character of grassroots activism. As a
Member of Congress, it is encouraging to see
a private citizen who takes notice of what is
taking place around them and works to
change their community for the better. Thank
you Bonnie for all your hard work. You were
a natural leader, a great American and will be
truly missed.
f
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Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today in strong support of H.R. 4326 because
I think that this is a noncontroversial package
that will help address ongoing resources
needs in Oregon ranging from wastewater
treatment to land transfers.

I am particularly pleased that this package
includes a measure to authorize the Willow
Lake Natural Treatment System project which
will reduce wintertime sewer system overflows
to the Willamette River in Salem and local
creeks.

This initiative will also provide a source of ir-
rigation water for the farming community and
improve the river habitat for fish.

Mr. Speaker, this is just one of the win-win
initiatives in this important package.

This package also includes a common
sense land transfer arrangement between O &
C counties and the BLM, a land exchange be-
tween the BLM and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service at Hart Mountain in eastern Oregon, in
addition to other measures that have wide-
spread support.

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.
f
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Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a man who has dedicated his time to
working for Arkansas’ veterans. For this rea-
son, the AMVETS has awarded this great vet-
eran, Winston ‘‘Mac’’ McGinnis who lives in
my District in Melbourne Arkansas, the pres-
tigious AMVET of the Year Award.

The AMVET of the Year Award was given to
Mac for the many hours of volunteer work for
all veterans and their families since his retire-
ment from the U.S. Air Force in 1966. After an
injury in Guam while serving in the Air Force,
that resulted in a spinal cord injury, Mac was
retired with 20 years of service. Since that
time he has worked with other veterans and
has volunteered in four different Veterans
Hospitals. He has received a 100,000 mile
award from the VA for the miles he has driven
doing volunteer work and transporting veter-
ans to and from VA hospitals.

Mac is the Executive Director of the
AMVETS Department of Arkansas, Com-
mander of Post #1 in Melbourne VAVS Rep-
resentative at the Little Rock Medical Centers
and National Executive Committeeman for Ar-
kansas AMVETS. The Silver Helmet Award
has over the past 40 years acquired a well-de-
served reputation as the most prestigious of
all the awards given by veterans organiza-
tions. I congratulate Mac for his award and his
years of service working with the veterans in
Arkansas. Mac, thanks for a job well done. I
wish you well.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Katie Davis for her dedicated service to
the Brooklyn community and to congratulate
her as a recent recipient of an Institute for
Community Living award.

Katie Davis, a graduate of Hunter College
and Columbia University’s Public Health Ad-
ministration School, and a successful adminis-
trator at Kingsborough Psychiatric Center has
made and continues to make a difference in
the lives of young African Americans and His-
panics. Katie’s involvement with youngsters in
various aspects of their lives through a contin-
uous process of mentoring, engagement in
positive activities and community programs
aimed at giving them hope for their future, has
helped to mold their actions and to lead more
productive lives. Many of these young adults
have gone on to successfully occupy various
positions, further their studies and give back to
their communities by helping others.

Katie has made a tangible difference in the
lives of countless young adults as well as in
her own. She has worked incessantly on be-

half of community residents who have special
needs like her own daughter, Jacqueline, and
continue to meet daily challenges for inde-
pendence and dignity throughout their lives. It
is in Jacqueline’s memory that the Institute for
Community Living’s Emerson/Davis Family
Development Center was dedicated. Katie has
also been an advocate for children’s education
and for the improvement of housing for sen-
iors and young low-income families.

Katie is an active member of the Board of
Directors of the Vanguard Urban Improvement
Association, which sponsors, the development
and renovation of affordable housing for low-
income families in Central Brooklyn. She is
also chairperson of Medgar Evers College
Community Council, where she works to im-
prove the college’s ability to connect with the
community, and to enhance the academic sta-
tus of this educational institution. One of
Katie’s greatest accomplishments, however,
was her election by the grassroots community
as a delegate to the 1984 Democratic Con-
vention. Her election by the community was
viewed as an acknowledgement of her tireless
efforts in providing voter education workshops,
and organizing and directing voter registration
and participation campaigns. As an active
member of the Antioch Baptist Church she
has served on its Board of Trustees. Katie
currently resides in Brooklyn with her hus-
band, Hervin, and her daughter, Charlene.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Katie Davis for her invaluable contributions to
the Institute for Community Living and the
Brooklyn community.
f
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Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, Evans Coun-

ty, Georgia certainly has its share of outstand-
ing citizens.

Perhaps because in Evans County people
still take very seriously things like God, patriot-
ism, and civic responsibilities.

And so, among so many outstanding citi-
zens, it gives me particular pleasure to pay
tribute today to one of Evans County’s own
who never failed to live up to those stand-
ards—Joe Kennedy, loving father, devoted
husband, political leader, and outstanding
Georgian.

Born and raised in Claxton, Joe spent his
whole life dedicated to serving his fellow citi-
zens in public life.

He was the kind of elected official people al-
ways felt was working for them, for Joe was
a guy who, over a period of 40 years in public
life, always seemed to be truly happy to help
people in any way he could.

He seemed happy to help because he was.
He enjoyed serving people, and he was so

very proud of his participation in a profession
that he believed to be a noble. one.

If Joe were alive today, he would surely be
astonished that some people are even asking
the question of whether character matters.

What an absurd question, and he could not
conceive of why anyone might even suggest
that a man’s integrity was not the most impor-
tant consideration of all.

A veteran of the U.S. Army, Joe served with
distinction in the Korean war and received nu-
merous decorations for his service, including
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the Bronze Star, the Korean Service Medal,
and the United Nations Medal with two battle
stars in the Korean war.

After being honorably discharged in June
1953, with the rank of captain, he returned to
his native Georgia and began to build a life for
himself and his family.

In 1996, Joe was elected to the Georgia
Legislature, serving District 4 in southeast
Georgia.

He went on to represent that district for a
total of 24 years, 24 years in a position where
he set the standard for being responsive to his
constituents.

Although fiercely proud of being a Demo-
crat, and proud of his conservative credentials,
Joe was not a partisan.

His loyalty was to a better Georgia for all
citizens.

This came before party or politics.
He loved nothing more than finding a way to

achieve his goals while obscuring the source
of the credit.

But we must give credit where credit is due,
and the state of Georgia is marked in many
ways by his legacy of accomplishments.

The highway running through Claxton to
Interstate 16, a section of which now bears his
name, was expanded to four lanes as a result
of his efforts.

Joe was behind the construction of the
Claxton Regional Youth Development Center,
an activity employing 30 people.

The determined perseverance of Joe Ken-
nedy was also behind the Southeast Deten-
tion/Probation Center, the Ogeechee Tech-
nical Institute, and the Claxton Seniors Citi-
zens Park—institutions which provide a serv-
ice to Georgians and which employ hundreds
of our citizens.

And Georgia Southern University obtained
its university status in great part as a result of
Joe’s persistent efforts to improve the higher
education opportunities that would be avail-
able to southeastern Georgia students.

The list of his accomplishments is long, and
they are, indeed, the visible reminders of his
legacy.

But to the people who knew him, and who
loved him, those are not the things that will
bring a wistful smile to our faces when we re-
call his memory.

As a young man, Joe soon earned a reputa-
tion for being a man of his word.

As he rose in power and influence, that
never changed.

To Joe, honesty was simply the way to do
business, and he would never sacrifice the
trust he had earned for some short-term ad-
vantage.

Joe did not win every election he entered,
but he did win the hearts of the people who
knew him best, and his performance during
his race for lieutenant governor validated the
high opinion we had of him.

Slick out-of-state consultants with briefcases
full of dirty tricks never worked for Joe Ken-
nedy.

He was straightforward to supporters and
opponents.

After the polls closed, Joe accepted the de-
cision of the voters with the same quiet dignity
that has been characteristic of his rich, ex-
traordinary life.

He still had his integrity and he still had a
passion to serve his fellow Georgians.

Joe went on to occupy other high positions
in the Georgia State government, and to his

last days he did what he loved most: talking
to people about public policy issues and find-
ing out how best to solve the political prob-
lems that confront us all.

He brought that enthusiasm to his last posi-
tion in government as a member of the Geor-
gia Board of Regents.

How fitting it was to learn that on the day
that God had decided was his time, Joe was
speaking to the downtown Rotary Club of
Statesboro.

He was doing what he loved right to the
end.

He will be dearly, dearly missed.
God bless you, Joe Kennedy. To his beau-

tiful wife Lalah, children Debra, Cliff, and
Adam, to all of his in-laws, grandchildren, and
relatives, thank you for sharing him with us.
f
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, on August 6th
of this year the State of California and specifi-
cally the communities of Imperial County with-
in my district suffered a great loss with the
death of Mr. Wesley E. Bisgaard. Throughout
his life, Wes was dedicated to his family,
church and community. I rise today to recog-
nize his remarkable dedication and contribu-
tions to all of us.

I met Wes in 1979 during my first campaign
for Congress when he was serving as the Re-
publican Party chair for Imperial County. I still
remember the look in his eye when he first
shook my hand, it was as if to say ‘‘this is
what I have to work with?’’ From that day for-
ward, he was always ready to lend me a hand
and offer advice that he gleaned from years of
working through the various systems of gov-
ernment, whether it was the State of California
or the U.S. Congress. One thing about Wes,
he never left you wondering what his opinion
was.

Wes led a remarkable life that reads like a
John Steinbeck novel. After the dust bowl the
Bisgaard family moved from their farm in
North Dakota to California where they eventu-
ally began a new life in Holtville, California,
where they remain today. During World War II,
while Wes worked for Douglas Aircraft, he met
and married Mildred ‘‘Millie’’ Eppleman. In
1952, Wes and Millie, along with their two chil-
dren, Karen and Christopher, moved to Impe-
rial Valley to join his brother and once again
take up his first love: farming. The Bisgaard
Brothers farmed 1,000 acres of alfalfa, lettuce,
cotton, sugar beets, barley, cabbage, and later
wheat for seed.

Agriculture is the mainstay of not only Impe-
rial Valley, but California as well and Wes
played a very active role through his member-
ships on many local and state farming advi-
sory boards and commissions. In fact, when
he finally retired at the age of 79 he was the
Manager of the Imperial County Farm Bureau,
completing a 45 year career in the industry.

Wes and his wife Millie lived their lives with
a strong work ethic, unimpeachable ethical
standards, a central place for God in their
lives, an abiding sense of charity towards oth-
ers and a compelling degree of commitment to
the wider community. Those of us lucky

enough to know Wes will forever be grateful
for that opportunity. Imperial County and the
farmers there are better off today because of
his dedication and commitment to his commu-
nity: for that, all of us are grateful.
f

S. 505 VIOLATES U.S. INTER-
NATIONAL TREATY OBLIGATIONS

HON. JOHN S. TANNER
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, recently, the
House passed S. 505, the Sonny Bono Copy-
right Term Extension Act. Provisions were in-
cluded in this legislation relating to fairness in
music licensing. Some have expressed con-
cerns over these provisions.

The Congress has been advised by the
Secretary of Commerce that the fairness in
music licensing reform legislation violates U.S.
international treaty obligations. The United
States Trade Representative, the Register of
Copyrights, and the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce and Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks have all joined with the Secretary
of Commerce in voicing concerns over these
provisions. They believe that the exemptions
included in Section 202 of Title II would ‘‘vio-
late our obligations under the Berne Conven-
tion for the Protection of Literary and Artistic
Works.’’ As a consequence, it could result in
the WTO finding that United States has vio-
lated its multilateral treaty obligations. Ade-
quate attention was not given to these con-
cerns.
f

WORLD POPULATION AWARENESS
WEEK 1998

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN
OF MARYLAND
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Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to call
World Population Awareness Week 1998 to
the attention of my colleagues. October 24–31
marks the annual celebration of World Popu-
lation Awareness Week. More than 300 family
planning, environmental, educational, commu-
nity and service organizations in 61 countries
are co-sponsoring the week in an effort to
raise awareness of the need for universal vol-
untary family planning.

I call the Governor of Maryland’s, the Hon-
orable Paris Glendening, proclamation to the
attention of my colleagues.

WORLD POPULATION AWARENESS WEEK
PROCLAMATION—1998

Whereas world population stands today at
more than 5.9 billion and increase by more
than 80 million per year, with virtually all of
this growth in the least developed countries;

Whereas the consequences of rapid popu-
lation growth are not limited to the develop-
ing world but extend to all nations and to all
people, including every citizen of the State
of Maryland concerned for human dignity,
freedom and democracy, as well as for the
impact on the global economy;

Whereas 1.3 billion people—more than the
combined population of Europe and North
Africa—live in absolute poverty on the
equivalent of one U.S. dollar or less a day;
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