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But as we look back over the valorous con-
tributions of African Americans, it is the sec-
ond stanza of America the Beautiful that all
Americans can sing, with new meaning:
‘‘Oh beautiful, Oh beautiful for heroes proved

in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved and

mercy more than life . . .’’
For these are truly 86 African American he-

roes who proved in liberating strife on domes-
tic and foreign soil that they loved their coun-
try more than themselves and mercy for their
people more than life!‘‘

AFRICAN AMERICAN MEDAL OF HONOR
RECIPIENTS

VIETNAM (1964–1973)

*ANDERSON, James, Jr.
ANDERSON, Webster
*ASHLEY, Eugene, Jr.
*AUSTIN, Oscar P.
*BRYANT, William Maud
*DAVIS, Rodney Maxwell
*JENKINS, Robert H., Jr.
JOEL, Lawrence
JOHNSON, Dwight
*JOHNSON, Ralph
*LANGHORN, Garfield M.
*LEONARD, Matthew
*LONG, Donald Russell
*OLIVE, Milton Lee, III
*PITTS, Riley L.
ROGERS, Charles Calvin
*SARGENT, Ruppert L.
SASSER, Clarence Eugene
*SIMS, Clifford Chester
*WARREN, John E., Jr.

KOREAN WAR (1950–1953)

*CHARLTON, Cornelius H.
*THOMPSON, William

WORLD WAR II (1939–1945)

BAKER, Vernon J.
CARTER, Edward A., Jr.
*FOX, John R.
*JAMES, Willy F., Jr.
*RIVERS, Ruben
THOMAS, Charles L.
*WATSON, George

WORLD WAR I (1917–1918)

*STOWERS, Freddie

WAR WITH SPAIN (1898)

BAKER, Edward L., Jr.
BELL, Dennis
LEE, Fitz
PENN, Robert
THOMPKINS, William H.
WANTON, George H.

INTERIM (1871–1898)

ATKINS, Daniel
DAVIS, John
GIRANDY, Alphonse
JOHNSON, John
JOHNSON, William
NOIL, Joseph B.
SMITH, John
SWEENEY, Robert Augustus (1 of 20 double

recipients)

INDIAN CAMPAIGNS (1861–1898)

BOYNE, Thomas
BROWN, Benjamin
DENNY, John
FACTOR, Pompey (Black/Seminole; also

used last name of Facton)
GREAVES, Clinton
JOHNSON, Henry
JORDAN, George
MAYS, Isaiah
McBRYAR, William
PAINE, Adam (Black/Seminole)
PAYNE, Isaac (Black/Seminole)
SHAW, Thomas
STANCE, Emanuel
WALLEY, Augustus

WARD, John (Black/Seminole)
WILLIAMS, Moses
WILSON, William
WOODS, Brent

CIVIL WAR (1861–1865

ANDERSON, Aaron (a.k.a. Sanderson)
ANDERSON, Bruce
BARNES, William H.
BEATY, Powhatan
BLAKE, Robert (Escaped slave)
BRONSON, James H.
BROWN, William H.
BROWN, Wilson
CARNEY, William Harvey
DORSEY, Decatur (Escaped slave)
FLEETWOOD, Christian A.
GARDINER, James
HARRIS, James H.
HAWKINS, Thomas R.
HILTON, Alfred B.
HOLLAND, Milton Murray
JAMES, Miles
KELLY, Alexander
LAWSON, John
MIFFLIN, James
PEASE, Joachim
PINN, Robert
RATCLIFF, Edward
VEAL, Charles

AFRICAN-AMERICAN MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS

Vietnam ................................................................................ 20
Korea .................................................................................... 2
World War II ......................................................................... 7
World War I .......................................................................... 1
War with Spain .................................................................... 6
Interim 1871–1898 .............................................................. 8
Indian Campaigns ................................................................ 18

Civil War ............................................................................... 24
Total ........................................................................ 86

* The asterisk denotes killed in action. This information provided by the
Congressional Medal of Honor Society.
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THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH
AFRICA BANK FOR ECONOMIC
COOPERATION AND DEVELOP-
MENT (MENA BANK)

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 3, 1998

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I am con-
cerned that efforts at regional economic inte-
gration, an important part of the Middle East
peace process, have fallen by the wayside.
The Middle East and North Africa Bank for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(MENA Bank) is an important U.S.-sponsored
initiative to foster regional economic integra-
tion, and that Bank has yet to begin oper-
ations. A key part of the problem is that the
United States has yet to provide funding to
capitalize that Bank, and so other Members of
the Bank have also been reluctant to provide
funding. On December 23, 1997 I wrote to
Secretary Albright concerning United States
support and funding for the MENA Bank, and
on February 4, 1998 I received a reply. The
text of the correspondence follows:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL

RELATIONS
Washington, DC, December 23, 1997.

Hon. MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT,
Secretary of State, Department of State, Wash-

ington, DC.
DEAR MADELEINE: I write to state my

strong support for U.S. funding for the Bank

for Economic Cooperation and Development
in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENABANK).

It is a source of concern to me that Con-
gress so far has failed to provide for the U.S.
share of MENABANK capital contributions.
As a result, it has been difficult for the
United States to provide the needed leader-
ship to make the bank a reality, and this en-
tire effort to enhance and backstop the peace
process has floundered. Unfortunately, little
progress has been made over the past two
years toward establishment of the
MENABANK, and it is still far away from be-
ginning operations.

I am convinced that this Bank can fulfill a
very important role in support of the Middle
East peace process. Its intended emphasis on
privatization and regional cooperation is ex-
actly the focus needed to promote peace and
economic growth to bolster the peace proc-
ess.

It is my understanding that some in Con-
gress are reluctant to provide funds for this
initiative, in addition to funds otherwise
available for the Middle East. As you put to-
gether the Fiscal Year 1999 budget request, I
would urge you to give priority to the
MENABANK, even if it is at the expense of
other Middle East priorities in the Inter-
national Affairs budget account.

At a time when some key aspects of the
Middle East peace process are so troubled, I
believe it is especially important to the U.S.
national interest to foster regional economic
progress, and to foster hope. The
MENABANK can do both. I want to be help-
ful to you in any way I can in support of U.S.
funding and the Bank’s early establishment.

With best regards,
Sincerely,

LEE H. HAMILTON,
Ranking Democratic Member.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. HAMILTON: Thank you for your
letter of December 23, 1997, to Secretary
Albright concerning United States funding
for the Bank for Economic Cooperation and
Development in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENABank). We appreciate your
support and that of others on the Hill for
this important peace process institution.

The Administration shares your view that
the MENABank will play a seminal role in
building stability in the Middle East through
facilitating stronger regional economic ties.
As you know, the MENABank is a product of
an historic joint proposal made in October
1994 by the four core parties to the peace
process: Egypt, Israel, Jordan, and the Pal-
estinians. In cooperation with the regional
parties, the United States has spearheaded
the effort to bring the Bank into being.

Perhaps the best ongoing example of our
commitment is our support of the multi-
national transition team in Cairo, headed by
former United States Ambassador David
Dunford, which is charged with setting up
the Bank’s structure. Already, the team,
which includes professional staff members
from Israel, Egypt, the United States, Japan
Italy, the Netherlands, and Canada, has de-
veloped a set of draft financial and oper-
ational plans and an illustrative list of
projects, which should enable the Bank to be
launched promptly once two-thirds of its ini-
tial capital is committed by its members.

The Middle East currently receives only
one percent of global foreign direct invest-
ment. The region will need investment of ap-
proximately $500 billion over the next ten
years to stimulate sustainable economic
growth. The Bank’s focus on projects with a
regional character and the ability to use its
$5 billion capital base to leverage signifi-
cantly greater flows of private resources is
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crucial in ensuring the growth needed in the
region. Only with such growth can we hope
to realize and sustain a more stable and
prosperous Middle East. In addition, the
Bank will help ensure that qualified individ-
uals, often trained in the United States, will
remain in the region and contribute to its
growth.

We look forward to working closely with
you and your staff in our continuing efforts
to gather support for the MENABank. Thank
you again for your help with this critical ini-
tiative.

Sincerely,
BARBARA LARKIN,

Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs.
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NOTES ON H.R. 856

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 3, 1998

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, before
this House votes on H.R. 856, I want to inform
my colleagues of a very recent development
concerning one of the status options.

One of the most controversial issues in this
legislation is the exclusion of an autonomy op-
tion that satisfies Puerto Ricans and that com-
plies with the strict criteria of constitutional
constraints and public policy imperatives.

Under H.R. 856, Puerto Ricans that do not
favor either independence or statehood are
forced to opt from the equally undesired ex-
tremes of plenary territorial subordination or a
free association formula that is really so unde-
fined that it is practically indistinguishable from
full independence.

We must offer the people of Puerto Rico fair
and realistic options that are clearly and fully
defined. That being the case, I want to bring
to the attention of this House a proposal that
has recently been circulated in Washington
and Puerto Rico.

This proposal calls for the development of
the present status into a relationship of auton-
omy within the context of a Treaty of Union
between Puerto Rico and the United States. It
has been suggested by former Puerto Rico
Senate and Popular Democratic Party Presi-
dent, Miguel Hernández Agosto. Many of you
may know Senator Hernández Agosto as the
person in charge of the pro-commonwealth
party during the 1993 plebiscite which they
won.

The Treaty of Union proposal has been en-
dorsed or welcomed in Puerto Rico by promi-
nent pro-commonwealth leaders like the May-
ors of Ponce, Carolina, Caguas, San Juan and
various other civic groups and legislators.

This proposal represents a fresh approach
in the attempt to develop commonwealth into
a fuller measure of self-government that is
compatible with continued ties to the U.S.

This association would operate under a na-
tion-to-nation agreement that will encapsulate,
among others, the defense, common market,
citizenship and currency provisions that are so
relevant to both the U.S. and Puerto Rico. It
also permits Puerto Rico to retain and affirm
its distinct culture and linguistic identity.

I sincerely hope that if discussion on politi-
cal status moves forward, Congress will have
the opportunity to properly and seriously ana-
lyze this deserving and innovative approach.

AMENDMENT #4
(Autonomy Definition)

P. 12, Sec. 4: Strike out completely page 12
and in lieu thereof insert the following: A.
Autonomy—if you agree, mark herelll

The people of Puerto Rico, in the exercise
of its natural right, and of its free will as the
source of all political power, do hereby es-
tablish an autonomous body politic in union
with the United States of America under a
treaty which cannot be altered unilaterally
and subject to the following:

(1) Puerto Rico will control and determine
its own nationality and citizenship, provided
that the United States citizens born in Puer-
to Rico will retain such citizenship, unless
they voluntarily renounce it, and will be en-
titled to the same rights and privileges as
any other United States citizen.

(2) Puerto Rico will have the authority and
responsibility for its internal and external
affairs, including, but not limited to, lan-
guage, olympic and diplomatic representa-
tion, customs, enter into agreements to fos-
ter its economic development by joining re-
gional and international trade agreements.
Puerto Rico may enter into tax-sparring
agreements with other nations which may
have an effect on its economy similar to the
936 provision of the U.S. Internal Revenue
Code, recently abolished. The United States
will encourage and support the participation
of Puerto Rico in such regional and inter-
national organizations.

(3) The United States and Puerto Rico will
exchange diplomatic representations and
will maintain continuous and friendly con-
sultations with the purpose of achieving con-
certed actions on foreign affairs.

(4) A common market will exist between
Puerto Rico and the United States which
would permit free flow of persons, goods, and
services between both nations.

(5) The United States will maintain its au-
thority and responsibility over defense mat-
ters. This would include:

(a) Responsibility for the defense of Puerto
Rico and its people in the same manner as to
the United States and its people.

(b) The United States, at its option, may
deny or limit access of any foreign power of
facilities in Puerto Rico.

(c) The United States, at its option, may
own and maintain in Puerto Rico the mili-
tary bases or installations presently operat-
ing in Puerto Rico under the terms of spe-
cific agreements.

(d) Any Additional needs will be considered
and agreed upon on separate and specific ac-
cords.

(6) Except for property needed for defense
purposes, all other property under Federal
Ownership will be transferred to Puerto
Rico.

(7) The official U.S. currency will be the of-
ficial currency of Puerto Rico and all Fed-
eral applicable laws are made part of the
compact.

(8) With the purpose of assisting the gov-
ernment of Puerto Rico to promote the eco-
nomic well being of its people and in recogni-
tion of the special present and future rela-
tions between Puerto Rico and the United
States, the United States will provide a
block grant in an amount at least equal to
the amounts provided to the government of
Puerto Rico. Individuals will maintain fed-
eral entitlements such as social security,
veterans benefits, and others on the same
basis as at present.

(9) Except for currency and defense, federal
laws will cease to apply to Puerto Rico, un-
less otherwise agreed, effective on the date
in which this compact becomes effective.

(10) Any dispute as to the interpretation of
this compact which cannot be resolved by
negotiation between the parties, can be re-

ferred by any party to a special Court on the
U.S. Puerto Rico Compact, which will be cre-
ated by separate agreements.

Comments: All the formulas should be free
and independent one from the other, and not
juxtapositioned one with the other as the
case of independence and Free Association.
The Free Association alternative should be
defined in clearer terms, than what the bill
does. If it is carefully studied, you will see
that the independence and the statehood
definitions, are spell out, but Autonomy or
Free Association is not. As the bill is a this
moment, U.S. Citizenship is only featured in
the statehood alternative as a way to obtain
more votes in the possible Referendum.
There is no legal restriction to feature U.S.
Citizenship in Autonomy or Free Associa-
tion; and, additionally, since Puerto Ricans
have had the citizenship for the last 80 years
and there has been no problems we believe
that the two alternatives should run on a
equal footing.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. NANCY
DICKEY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 3, 1998

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to briefly express my
congratulations, encouragement and best
wishes to Dr. Nancy Dickey of College Station,
Texas, who in June, will take office as the first
female president of the American Medical As-
sociation. The AMA is this country’s most ac-
tive, notable and influential group of physi-
cians, a group that lends its expertise and ex-
perience to America’s state and federal legis-
lators, as well as our doctors and the families
that they care for. I have always said that
when shaping public policy dealing with medi-
cine and health care reform, well-intentioned
Members of Congress must hear the vital
voices of our medical practitioners.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Nancy Dickey has a long
history with Congress of lending her expertise
and experience to us as we have considered
and deliberated on the important health care
issues of the day. In addition to giving over
200 speeches addressing women’s issues and
encouraging more young women to pursue a
career in medicine, she has testified at Con-
gressional hearings at least 10 times.

She has traveled to the nation’s capital to
speak on the many various issues of health in-
surance and medical ethics, while maintaining
a busy practice as a family physician and pro-
gram director for the Brazos Valley Family
Practice Program at Texas A&M University.
Mr. Speaker, Dr. Dickey has displayed convic-
tion and concern for the practicing of medi-
cine, expending tremendous energy on every
endeavor she undertakes. That is why I be-
lieve it is truly fitting that she will soon be
sworn in as president of the AMA, since she
will be able to use that energy to lead an or-
ganization of more than 700,000 of our coun-
try’s most gifted and influential doctors.

Dr. Dickey hails from Watertown, South Da-
kota and is a resident of College Station, but
her vision and passion encompass the entire
country and reflects her commitment to rep-
resent all of America’s doctors and address
the problems and challenges that both doctors
and patients face.
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