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keep alive the small-town feeling which could
so easily be lost in a big city.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues rise
with me in this tribute to Ms. Irene
Klementowicz, a woman who has worked very
hard to improve her community.
f
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OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 10, 1998

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of America’s Credit Unions. The
United States Supreme Court ruled last week
that the Depression-era statute which author-
ized the creation of our Nation’s credit unions
does not permit them to draw members from
a variety of occupations. This decision will
upset long-standing federal policies and the
personal lives of 70 million credit union mem-
bers and countless more workers who are
considering their financial-planning options.

While the Supreme Court’s ruling will stand
as long as the statutes governing credit unions
remain the same, Congress can act now to
clarify the law and protect credit unions. H.R.
1151, ‘‘The Credit Union Membership Access
Act,’’ would permit credit unions to continue
recruiting members according to their tradi-
tional practices. This bill has already received
182 co-sponsors, but it desperately needs
more support to break its deadlock in Commit-
tee.

Credit Unions are the only source of finan-
cial services for many low-income Americans.
It is unfortunate that I am the only Member of
Congress from Mississippi—one of the poorest
states in the Union—who is a co-sponsor of
this bill even though there are over 419,000
thousand credit union members in Mississippi
alone. Nonetheless, Congress can not afford
to ignore this issue, and I sense the mood is
changing here. Let us act swiftly and move to
save credit unions by enacting this bill; more
than 70 million Americans are waiting.
f
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Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor an outstanding woman and
worker, Rhoda Hooper, from my home state of
New Hampshire.

Mrs. Hooper was recently named as the
‘‘Outstanding Older Worker’’ from our fine
state and I believe she serves as an example
to us all that ability is truly timeless.

At the age of 88, Mrs. Hooper is the type of
person we would all like to be, and certainly
would be lucky to hire. Her success story is
both poignant and triumphant. Forced to find
employment after the death of her husband,
Mrs. Hooper entered the job market as an
older worker without significant work experi-
ence outside the home or even a driver’s li-
cense. But despite the odds seemingly
stacked against her, Mrs. Hooper found work
at New Boston Central School where she has

fulfilled the role of office aide and so much
more for the past seven years.

Since she does not drive, on a pleasant day
she walks the quarter mile from her home to
her job where she never missed a day. Her
strong work ethic seems to be matched only
by the size of her generous heart. Despite de-
manding office duties, Mrs. Hooper takes the
time to take a personal interest in each of the
students. For instance, you will never find a
student at New Boston Central School without
mittens. She knows when any of the children
are without them and makes sure they do not
leave school without a hand-knit pair. If you’ve
ever experienced a New Hampshire winter,
you know just how wonderful that gift of warm
mittens can be.

Her co-workers call her ‘‘a lifesaver and a
joy to work with.’’ The students affectionately
call her ‘‘Grandma.’’ I call her a ‘‘winner.’’ Not
just because she has won a richly deserved
award, but because she is a role model for
workers everywhere. Mrs. Hooper has over-
come obstacles to achieve her goals and
change her life, and in the process has en-
riched the lives of countless others.

I extend my best wishes to Mrs. Hooper as
she receives her award and urge her to keep
up the good work. She is truly a special per-
son and I am privileged to recognize her here
today.
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to the students of New Jersey for
winning the Kindness and Justice Challenge.
Pupils of New Jersey led the nation with
96,816 acts of kindness. Students from my
home district of Newark, New Jersey led all
municipalities with 30,615 good deeds. This is
indeed an honor and a privilege to represent
such model students.

The competition was started 3 years ago by
Newark students who wanted to do something
about all the negative images that faced their
communities. Today we have over 40,000 pu-
pils in over 12,000 classrooms participating in
the contest across the nation. Good deeds are
recorded on the Internet to keep an accurate
account. Teachers had to pitch in during lunch
breaks and at night because not all students
had access to computers at home.

Newark students were led by Latoya
Hedgespeth, a fifth grader at Madison Avenue
School who recorded the most acts of kind-
ness with 321 goods deeds. This truly exem-
plifies the dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and should serve as a lesson to us all. The
students were honored by Superintendent
Beverly Hall and Mayor Sharpe James.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that my colleagues
will join me as I extend heartfelt congratula-
tions and best wishes to the students of New
Jersey.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the efforts of one of the hardest working
young women in my district, Ms. Kandace V.
Simmons.

Kandace is the President and Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Simmons Design Group, Ltd., a
building design firm located in Park Slope,
Brooklyn. Simmons Design Group was estab-
lished in 1969 by her father, the late Harry
Simmons, Jr. as Simmons Architects. Ms.
Simmons over sees the strategic planning
marketing, financial administration, and project
management of the firm.

Prior to permanently joining the family busi-
ness in 1994, Kandace had a varied career.
After graduation from Yale University in 1988,
she was a financial analyst with Chemical
Bank. She later moved to New York City De-
partment of General Services (DGS) becoming
a senior policy analyst where she imple-
mented City-wide cost savings initiatives. Ms.
Simmons also coordinated activities for com-
pliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act in city-owned buildings. In 1992, wile still
employed by DGS, she founded Simmons En-
tertainment, managing jazz musicians and pro-
ducing concerts in Houston, TX.

At her father’s request, Ms. Simmons re-
turned to Simmons Architects in July, 1994
with overall responsibility for the business
management of the firm. After the death of her
father in October 1994, Ms. Simmons took
charge of the company. In addition to manag-
ing Simmons Design Group, she is an archi-
tectural student at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, Kandace Sim-
mons is the eldest child of the late Harry Sim-
mons, Jr. and Dr. Sharon E. Simmons. She is
also the sister of Harry Simmons III and
Carlton Tarver.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratulat-
ing Ms. Kandace Simmons for all of her
achievements, for being a woman who dares
to be different, and showing young women ev-
erywhere that they can do, and accomplish,
anything.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
share with my colleagues information about a
serious human rights situation in the Trans-
Dnestr region of Moldova.

Since 1993, the men known as the ‘‘Ilascu
Six’’ have been imprisoned for allegedly mur-
dering two separatists in this region.

The State Department’s most recent human
rights report for Moldova states that serious
questions have been raised about the fairness
of the trial of the ‘‘Ilascu Six’’ conducted by
Trans-Dnestr officials. There is a strong belief
that these men were persecuted for political
reasons—solely because they are supporters
of reunification with Romania.
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The leader of the group is Ilie Ilascu, presi-

dent of the local branch of the democratic
Moldavian Popular Front, which favors reunifi-
cation with Romania. Such a move is strongly
opposed by the Trans-Dnestr ruling authori-
ties, who instead favor a closer alliance with
Russia and independence for the Trans-
Dnestr region.

Mr. Ilascu and three others remain in prison.
One prisoner has been freed, and a sixth per-
son, an infiltrator placed by the Trans-Dnestr
secret police, was released after his testimony
against the others.

There are reports that these men have been
subjected to torture and mock executions. Ilie
Ilascu remains in isolation in a top security
prison.

Despite his imprisonment, in 1994 Mr. Ilascu
was elected to the Parliament of Moldova. Al-
though he has been duly elected, Ilie Ilascu
has never been able to take his seat in par-
liament.

According to the State Department report, a
group of Moldovan doctors was refused ac-
cess to Mr. Ilascu in the fall. Trans-Dnestr au-
thorities have also refused the International
Committee of the Red Cross access for the
purpose of monitoring the conditions of the
prisoners.

Mr. Speaker, I believe we must press offi-
cials in Trans-Dnestr to allow access to these
prisoners by the Red Cross.

I am pleased the State Department focused
on this serious situation in its human rights re-
port, and hope that it will continue to raise this
issue with the governments of Russia and
Moldova.

We should insist that Mr. Ilascu and the
other prisoners be guaranteed their inter-
nationally-recognized human rights—the right
to a fair trial, due process, and freedom of ex-
pression.
f
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Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Ms. Eunice Gentry on obtain-
ing the title of Miss Jackson State University
1997–98. Ms. Gentry is a native of Jackson,
MS. She is a senior communications major
and the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Roosevelt
Gentry.

Ms. Gentry is very active in numerous orga-
nizations at Jackson State University (JSU).
Such organizations include the Mass Commu-
nications Club, JSU Student Government As-
sociation, Tiger Pride Connection, and the
JSU chapter of the NAACP. Among some of
Ms. Gentry’s accomplishments include her po-
sition as parliamentarian for the student chap-
ter of the National Association of Black Jour-
nalists, a $3,000 scholarship earned in a na-
tional essay competition sponsored by the Na-
tional Black Programmers Coalition of Atlanta,
and her membership to the W.E.B. DuBois
Honors College. Over her summer break, Ms.
Gentry worked as an intern for television sta-
tion KVBC, the NBC affiliate in Las Vegas,
NV.

Mr. Speaker, it is with the utmost pride that
I stand here before you today and acknowl-

edge Ms. Eunice Gentry, Miss Jackson State
University 1997–98.
f
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the
New York State Assembly Puerto Rican/His-
panic Task Force on the eve of their 11th An-
nual Conference.

This Task Force has brought together a
large network of government officials, commu-
nity leaders and service providers who share
a common goal: improving the quality of life
for our Hispanic population in New York. It has
managed to draw on the strengths of its par-
ticipants to move forward and knock down the
continued barriers of bias and discrimination.

With great tenacity, the Task Force has
fought for and won a number of battles on be-
half of Hispanic constituencies. From identify-
ing problems of access by Spanish speaking
women to domestic abuse services to uncov-
ering the tracking of Hispanic students in New
York schools. Always, and with great success,
they have found legislative solutions to these
problems that have served to improve and
protect the rights of all New Yorkers.

This years’ annual legislative meeting will
certainly bring to the fore some very important
issues facing the Hispanic communities in
New York. As our state legislature begins to
work on issues such as the evolvement of
managed care, education reform and eco-
nomic opportunity, the debate will no doubt be
enhanced by the contributions to be made by
this Task Force. In fact, all communities will
be better served by having an inclusive rap-
port on these important topics.

I ask my fellow colleagues if I may take this
opportunity to commend this fine organization
for its leadership and resolve. May the Puerto
Rican/Hispanic Task Force continue its admi-
rable task to ensure equal access, true rep-
resentation and opportunity for all constitu-
encies in New York.
f

HONORING DEIDRA C. TOWNS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 10, 1998

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the skill and achievements of Deidra
Towns. Her contribution to community and
public service is incomparable.

A woman at the beginning of her career,
Deidra’s dynamic personality bespeaks a char-
acter that will stare the world down—and win.
Already, she has flourished as an Administra-
tive Assistant at Bedford-Stuyvesant Legal
Services, a Managed Care Training Facilitator/
Public Relations Coordinator at East New York
Diagnostic and Treatment Center and as a
Legislative Aid for the New York State Assem-
bly. Currently, Deidra is the Team Leader for
the Red Hook Public Safety Corps. In this po-

sition she has provided direction and structure
to its AmeriCorps team. She has also planned
and implemented projects designed to address
public safety issues.

As a devoted mother to her daughter, Kiara,
and a loving daughter to Edolphus and Gwen
Towns, there is no doubt that this young
woman will leave her special mark on her
community.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratulat-
ing Deidra C. Towns for all of her achieve-
ments, for being a woman who dares to be
different, and for showing young women ev-
erywhere that they can do and accomplish
anything.
f
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LES COUNTY CANCER AWARE-
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commemorate Childhood Cancer Awareness
Week which will occur March 8th—March 14th
in the County of Los Angeles. I would also like
to acknowledge the American Cancer Fund
For Children and its founder Steve Firestein
for their tireless efforts to help children.
Through their dedication and perseverance,
they have influenced the lives of hundreds of
children with cancer, while bringing awareness
of this issue to our country as a whole.

Cancer is the leading cause of death by dis-
ease among children in our country. Each
year, approximately 10,000 children are diag-
nosed with this frightening illness. A cure for
cancer is an important goal that we all hope
to achieve. Until that time, important services
and programs like the American Cancer Fund
for Children play a vital role in the lives of
those afflicted with this disease.

The American Cancer Fund for Children has
been established to provide financial assist-
ance to families with children fighting cancer.
When a child is sick, parents should not be re-
stricted by financial burdens in determining
what type of treatment their child receives.
Funds are used for expenses such as a bone
marrow transplant, housing and food. The
American Cancer Fund for Children also en-
ables parents to be with their children as they
undergo treatment. This organization has also
worked to meet hospital needs for patient and
family services, helping to ensure the quality
of care and improving the chances of survival.
For instance, children participate in psycho-so-
cial services designed to foster self-esteem,
encourage peer interaction and develop spe-
cial patient communications.

Through his interactions with children enter-
ing the Los Angeles Orthopedic Hospital, Ste-
ven Firestein has provided them with courage
and hope. He has established a national net-
work of programs, through which he provides
children with baseball caps, toys and sports
cards. These small tokens do wonders to
brighten a child’s day.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished colleagues,
please join me in acknowledging the work of
Steven Firestein and the American Cancer
Fund for Children. They have worked to raise
awareness of childhood cancer and they have
motivated our community to take the first
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