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Hodges received the Combat Infantry Badge,
the World War II Victory Medal, the Asiatic Pa-
cific Campaign Medal, and the Army Good
Conduct Medal. Surprisingly, Sgt. Hodges,
who was also awarded the Bronze and Silver
Stars, never actually received those medals
due to a paperwork glitch. After my office’s
personal inquiry on his behalf last September,
I’m happy to report that Mr. Arthur Hodges will
be presented his Bronze and Silver Stars by
me on March 13—some 52 years after he
earned them. I congratulate Mr. Hodges and
am very proud to have played a part in seeing
him finally receive the decorations which he
has so long merited and deserved.
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Wednesday, March 11, 1998
Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, today I introduced

the ‘‘10 for 60’’ Resolution. My resolution di-
rects the Internal Revenue Service and Con-
gress to begin this year the process of cutting
in half the time that it takes the average tax-
payer to file their tax returns. As the first step,
the ‘‘10 for 60’’ Resolution calls for 10
changes in law or regulation this year to cut
60 minutes from tax preparation time. The ‘‘10
for 60’’ Resolution intends that these propos-
als should be revenue neutral and should
focus on changes that benefit as large a group
of taxpayers as possible.

Today, it takes too long for the average tax-
payer to file their taxes. In fact, the American
taxpayer is taxed twice. Not only do we pay
our taxes, but our time is taxed as well. At this
time of year, instead of spending time with our
families, working around the home, or just tak-
ing a break, we spend hour after hour punch-
ing numbers into a calculator, trying to deci-
pher IRS directions and tables, and searching
through our financial records to find that last
receipt for a charitable contribution that we
made.

According to the IRS, this annual spring ex-
ercise will take the average taxpayer 15 hours
and 47 minutes to prepare and file a typical
tax return (Form 1040 and Schedules A and
B). Add in other forms, such as Schedule C,
the business profit and loss schedule, and the
total time for tax compliance can be in excess
of 30 hours.

There are plenty of examples of ways that
we can simplify tax code now. The mileage
deduction was intended to help not only those
with business expenses, but individuals with
medical, charitable and moving travel costs.
However, the tax code contains three separate
reimbursement rates for travel. Why should a
taxpayer be required to keep three separate
records for using the same car?

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), de-
signed to help low income families and reward
work, is good policy. In fact, an analysis by
the non-partisan Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities, reveals that the EITC ‘‘lifts more
children out of poverty than any other govern-
ment program.’’ Yet, this single credit has
been changed twelve times in the past 20
years. The credit contains nine eligibility
standards and could require one checklist, two
worksheets, one schedule and a normal 1040
to complete.

Congress has many ideas on tax reform or
changes. At last count, over 600 separate bills
to amend the Internal Revenue Code have
been introduced in this Congress. These pro-
posals range from broad reform to very narrow
modifications. The major proposals, a flat tax
or a national sales tax, do have hidden reper-
cussions. While some taxpayers may like the
idea of simplifying the tax code, they do not
support the elimination of crucial deductions,
like the home mortgage interest deduction or
the charitable contribution nor do they support
the taxation of worker fringe benefits like
health insurance coverage or taxing services
like a free checking account. Furthermore, true
simplification should make the tax law under-
standable and workable, deflecting wholesale,
imprudent changes while retaining sound,
proven tax policies.

Congress should focus on what the tax-
payers really need—true tax simplification.
Concrete proposals already exist to simplify
the existing tax code with minimal revenue
changes. The House included in the IRS Re-
structuring and Reform Act the requirement
that any new tax legislation include a complex-
ity analysis before enactment. Why not apply
such an analysis to existing provisions of law?

Tax simplification this year is an achievable
goal but not if Congress gets bogged down in
debating unrealistic proposals to abolish the
tax code or initiate other radical changes.
These are Trojan horses being advanced as
tax simplification. It is time to address real tax
simplification as more than a rhetorical tool
and to make it a policy priority. My ‘‘10 for 60’’
resolution places the American taxpayer, not
politics, first by focusing on real, attainable tax
simplification for this year. My resolution gives
everyone something they need more of—time.
I hope that my Colleagues will join with me in
making tax simplification a reality in 1998.
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Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring to the attention of my colleagues the
name of Jason Binkley, of Ephrata, PA, in my
congressional district. Jason is a member of
Boy Scout Troop 38 in Ephrata. On Sunday,
March 15, 1998, he will be receiving one of
scouting’s highest honors, the Eagle Scout
Award. For this wonderful achievement we in
the United States House of Representatives
salute this fine young man.

To receive his Eagle Scout Award, Jason
was required to complete a project that was of
service to his community. Jason’s project was
renovating the amphitheater at the Ephrata
Cloister. He was responsible for replacing the
400 bench seats, which had deteriorated from
the years of being exposed to the elements,
with new preserved wood tops. Jason accom-
plished this by raising funds locally and re-
cruiting 20 other scouts who helped Jason
with all of the cutting, bolting, and cleaning
necessary to complete the project. Jason and
his recruits donated over 120 hours of their
time to complete the renovation of the Ephrata
Cloister.

Again, I would like to congratulate Jason for
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. I know he
worked hard and with great self-determination
to earn this distinguished honor. I am honored
to have such a fine young man in my district
who is willing to donate himself to the commu-
nity. I wish Jason the best of luck in all of his
future endeavors and trust that he will con-
tinue to make his family, friends, and this
Member of Congress proud of him.
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Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize HOPE Education and Leadership
Fund on the occasion of its 7th Annual Sym-
posium to be held on Friday, March 13, 1998
in Los Angeles, California.

For the past seven years, the HOPE Edu-
cation Leadership Fund has provided a collec-
tive voice for Latinas by ensuring quality rep-
resentation in the political process and in the
public and private sectors. HOPE has encour-
aged political education of its members by
conducting effective workshops, unique semi-
nars and challenging training forums, inform-
ing the community on critical issues affecting
Latinas.

At its annual symposium, HOPE and its
members have the opportunity to analyze and
talk about issues relevant to Latinas. HOPE’s
annual symposium is held every March, in
honor of Women’s History Month. The Sympo-
sium explores those issues facing Latinas.
Among the issues HOPE explores range from
health care and business development to do-
mestic violence.

The annual symposium also recognizes
Latina role models from throughout our his-
tory, highlighting those women who have ex-
celled in their respective fields and serve as
role models for younger Latinas. It is the tradi-
tion of the HOPE Education and Leadership
Fund to present the Gift of HOPE Award to a
Latina in recognition of her outstanding
achievements and accomplishments in her
field. This year’s Gift of HOPE Award will be
presented to Corina Alarcon, Executive Direc-
tor of WAVE. By witnessing this form of rec-
ognition, younger generations become proud
of their heritage and are encouraged to con-
tinue pursuing a professional career.

In 1994, the HOPE Education and Leader-
ship Fund introduced the Ray HOPE Award.
This award is given to individuals within our
community who have demonstrated outstand-
ing achievements as members of HOPE, ei-
ther by giving back to the Latino community or
in their professional achievements. This year,
the Ray of HOPE Award will be presented to
Maria Elena Salinas, Noticiero Univision an-
chor.

In 1993, the HOPE Education and Leader-
ship Fund began the publication of its news-
letter entitled HOPE Agenda. The printing of
the publication coincides with the Annual Sym-
posium and is used to relate news and infor-
mation about HOPE activities to members and
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other interested persons. In addition to the
newsletter, HOPE also announced the publica-
tion of the Women of HOPE, an education
book featuring the biographies of historical
Latina icons. The premiere limited edition fea-
tures Queen Isabella of Spain, Sor Juana Ines
de la Cruz, La Pola, Josefina Ortiz and
Gabriela Mistral.

On Friday, March 13, 1998, members and
leaders of our community will gather at
HOPE’s 7th Annual Women’s History Month
Symposium. I ask my collegues to join me in
honoring HOPE Education and Leadership
Fund for its contribution to the social, political
and economic status of Latinas.
f
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and congratulate Clarence Iwao
Nishizu for his dedicated service to the Japa-
nese American community and Orange Coun-
ty. Clarence grew up in Orange County where
his family owned a farm and he is a graduate
of Anaheim High School and Fullerton Jr. Col-
lege. During World War II, all Americans of
Japanese ancestry were interned as a result
of Executive Order 9066. Clarence and his
family were uprooted and interned at Heart
Mountain, Wyoming. After the war, he and his
family returned to Orange County and contin-
ued to farm with his two brothers. Due to his
experience in the internment camps, Clarence
continued to be an active citizen in Orange
County, particularly within the Japanese Amer-
ican community in the areas of civil and
human rights.

Clarence Nishizu was Co-founder of the Or-
ange County Chapter of the Japanese Amer-
ican Citizens’ League (JACL), the oldest Asian
American civil rights organization. He later
founded four other chapters of JACL through-
out Southern California, including the
SELANOCO chapter where he was past presi-
dent.

In 1966, Clarence was the first Japanese
American selected as the Foreman of the Or-
ange County Grand Jury. In 1975, he received
a special ‘‘Resolution of Appreciation Award’’
for his meritorious service from the Orange
County Criminal Justice Council. Clarence was
also active in the Redress campaign by testify-
ing before the Commission on Wartime Relo-
cation and Internment of Civilians. His efforts,
along with many other Japanese Americans
eventually led to the passage of the Civil Lib-
erties Act of 1988 in Congress. In 1991, the
major highlights of his life were published in
the Honorable Stephen K. Tamura Orange
County Japanese American Oral History
Project, a publication that chronicles the his-
tory of Japanese Americans in Orange Coun-
ty.

Now, at the age of 86, Clarence Nishizu
continues to actively participate on the board
of the SELANOCO Chapter of JACL. He ac-
tively fundraises to promote SELANOCO’s
civic responsibility program, the Presidential

Classroom scholarships, which provide oppor-
tunities for high school students to go to
Washington, D.C. for leadership training.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, last week
I joined five of my colleagues in opposing HR
217, consolidation of McKinney Homeless Pro-
grams. While this legislation passed over-
whelmingly, it has some clear ramifications for
my district.

I support the block grant concept as well as
the effort to provide local flexibility for home-
less programs. However, this legislation insti-
tutes onerous matching requirements and
caps on supportive services which would seri-
ously jeopardize Portland, Oregon’s existing
network of services. HR 217 specifically pro-
vides funds for the construction, rehabilitation,
and acquisition of permanent housing. While I
realize these funds are needed in other com-
munities, this allocation is troublesome for
those communities, like Portland, where many
of the necessary capital investments have al-
ready been made. In these communities, fed-
eral homeless funds are needed almost en-
tirely for the maintenance of existing programs
and facilities, not necessarily new construc-
tion. I am proud of the investment my commu-
nity has made in permanent housing and
would like to see flexibility in the block grant-
ing process which will allow us to maintain ex-
isting programs.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, today I wish to
congratulate Larry Sexton, a dedicated Mis-
souri businessman, who has been named a fi-
nalist of the 1998 Time Magazine Quality
Dealer Award (TMQDA).

Sexton, a native of Salem, Missouri, was
selected as one of the top ten new-car dealers
in the nation, from a field of more than 20,500
participants. Sponsored in association with
Goodyear, and in cooperation with the Na-
tional Association of Automobile Dealers, the
TMQDA program recognizes outstanding new-
car dealers for exceptional performance in
their dealerships and distinguished community
service. Finalist are selected by a panel of fac-
ulty members from the University of Michigan
Graduate School of Business Administration.

Larry Sexton, a graduate of the University of
Missouri, owns and operates Sellers-Sexton,
Incorporated, one of South-Central Missouri’s
largest new-car dealers. In addition, Sexton is
chairman of the Fort Leonard Wood Regional
Commerce and Growth Association and vice
president of the Fifth Regional Association of
the United States Army. He also serves on the
executive board of the Committee of Fifty and
the Missouri Highway Corridor Coalition.

Mr. Speaker, Larry Sexton is an outstanding
businessman and a good friend. His service to

his business and his community is to be com-
mended. I am certain that the Members of the
House will join me in paying tribute to Larry for
being named one of the top-ten new-car deal-
ers in the United States.
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with pleas-
ure that I rise today to congratulate the Ham-
mond High School wrestling team on their out-
standing accomplishments during the 1997–
1998 season. Having previously captured
County, Regional and State Dual Meet cham-
pionships, as well as team titles in the Howard
County and South Region Tournaments, on
March 6–7 the Golden Bears completed a
sweep of all six championships by winning the
Class 1A/2A Maryland Public High Schools
State Wrestling Tournament team title for the
first time.

Led by a core of experienced junior and
senior wrestlers, the Hammond High School
team sought out the highest level of competi-
tion, wrestling against teams from throughout
Maryland, as well as Delaware, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, and as far away as California.
Committed to both individual and team excel-
lence, the Golden Bears achieved outstanding
results in all weight classes. The team was
undefeated in 18 dual meets and all 13 wres-
tlers finished in the top four places at the
Howard County Tournament. Without a single
returning County champion, this year’s Ham-
mond High team produced six County and two
Regional champions. Two Hammond wres-
tlers, Scott Osborn and Matt Nelson, placed
2nd in the State, and one, Vaymond Dennis,
finished the season as the 112 pound Mary-
land State Champion.

As noteworthy as the achievements of the
team on the wrestling mat, Coach Bill Smith
and his staff should be commended for their
uncompromising attention to the personal de-
velopment of these young men. From the first
day of practice in November, team members
were required to meet high standards—of aca-
demic performance and of personal behavior.
I applaud Coach Smith, as an educator, for
teaching lessons that will have value long into
the future.

I offer my congratulations to Dr. Sylvia
Patillo, Principal of Hammond High School, as
well as to the parents and fans of the Golden
Bear wrestling team. I am sure that they are
proud, as I am, of the accomplishments of the
student-athletes of the 1997–1998 team. I am
pleased to note that the school’s tradition of
wrestling excellence now includes a Maryland
State Tournament Championship title.
f

DISTRUST IN GOVERNMENT

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
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