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Alexander has been accorded international

recognition governmental officials and social
work leaders of 52 countries during his dec-
ade in office and as president of the Inter-
national Federation of Social Workers (IFSW).
Concomitantly, he authored the official Inter-
national Code of Ethics for Professional Social
Workers, the International Policy on Human
Rights and other policy documents.

After graduating with a degree in psychol-
ogy from the University of California at Los
Angeles, he earned a Master’s degree in So-
cial Work at the University of Southern Califor-
nia. He completed his academic work and ex-
aminations for a doctoral degree.

Alexander, age 82, and his wife, Sally, age
84, have five children, eight grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize Chauncey Alexander. I thank him for
his years of dedicated service and I wish him
continued success in his professional outreach
to our community.
f

BUILDING EFFICIENT SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION AND EQUITY
ACT OF 1998

SPEECH OF
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OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2400) to authorize
funds for Federal-aid highways, highway
safety programs, and transit programs, and
for other purposes:

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Chairman, I rise today
to applaud H.R. 2400, Building Efficient Sur-
face Transportation and Equity Act (BESTEA),
and specifically the section that streamlines
the environmental review process for highway
construction projects.

The National Environmental Protection Act
of 1969 (NEPA) requires that an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) be prepared
for any major federal undertaking that affects
the environment. As various factors are con-
sidered, additional federal agencies become
involved and additional reviews are proposed.
Each review takes significant amounts of time,
requires lengthy studies, and delays projects
even further. While I support regulations which
protect our environment, we must streamline
the process to avoid the costly and timely
delays that have affected so many projects.
This bill will help keep projects in my district
on track, streamlining this cumbersome ap-
proach and allow them to be completed in a
timely, efficient manner.

Since the 1970’s, local, state, and federal
officials have been working in my Congres-
sional District to provide an additional crossing
of the Ocmulgee River for the city of Macon,
Georgia. While the environmental process has
yet to determine the route for this project, this
much-needed fifth crossing would relieve the
current traffic congestion that exists on the
four bridges currently in Macon. In addition to
easing Macon’s traffic problems, the crossing
could be used to link up middle Georgia with
a statewide corridor which would connect
Macon with the cities of Augusta and Colum-
bus.

The bill before us today take great strides to
remedy the bureaucratic problems we have
encountered in my district and many others.
This bill requires all involved federal agencies
to be clearly identified at the outset and a rea-
sonable time-line to be established and fol-
lowed. All environmental reviews are then con-
ducted concurrently rather than sequentially,
moving the process along in an expedient
manner without reinventing the wheel over or
compromising important concerns. This legis-
lative provision will help streamline one of the
most exhaustive and burdensome processes
in the country and I applaud its inclusion in
BESTEA.
f
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Mr. RYUN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, April 28,

1998, I was unavoidably detained and missed
roll call vote 110, roll call vote 111, and roll
call vote 112. If I had been here, I would have
voted yes on roll call 110, yes on roll call 111,
and yes on roll call 112.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, over the next sev-

eral weeks the House of Representatives will
finally be given the opportunity to vote on
campaign finance reform. Having delivered a
daily statement on the floor of the House of
Representatives advocating for an open and
honest debate, I am pleased to hear that we
will soon be given that opportunity. I hope that
our colleagues in the Senate will be given the
same opportunity.

Earlier this year the Senate failed to pass
campaign finance reform legislation in spite of
the support of a majority of the members.
Likewise, last month the House of Represent-
atives attempted to push through sham legis-
lation that they claimed was campaign finance
reform. Luckily a majority of the members re-
fused to fall for that trick. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
the attempts by the leadership to kill campaign
finance has backfired and forced this House to
finally deal directly with this important issue. I
hope that the leadership in the Senate will see
that the will of the majority cannot be denied
and they will allow a fair vote on campaign fi-
nance reform.

Mr. Speaker this issue is too important to
the people of this nation to deny the will of the
majority. Now is the time for both houses of
Congress to act to change our out of control
campaign finance system. The people of my
district will not accept ‘‘no’’ for an answer.
f
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I insert the fol-

lowing for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

MY VOICE IN OUR DEMOCRACY

1997–98 VFW VOICE OF DEMOCRACY SCHOLARSHIP
COMPETITION COLORADO WINNER

(By Neil Rhodes)
A few years ago, when I was about eleven

years old, I was profoundly affected by the
chronicle of a young Jewish girl during the
second world war: a girl who, while hiding
out from the Nazis, wrote in the red-check-
ered diary she had received for her thir-
teenth birthday; a martyr who was eventu-
ally discovered and sent to her death in a
concentration camp; a visionary whose diary
writings encompassed the plight of millions
around the world. That little girl was Anne
Frank.

One of the final entries in Anne’s red-
checkered diary proclaimed the desperation
of a nation without democracy. It read:
‘‘ideals, dreams, and cherished hopes rise
within us only to meet the horrible truth
and be shattered . * * *’’

At the young age I was, this was the first
real connection I had ever experienced with
the evils of tyranny. Since then I’ve encoun-
tered a multitude of other stories and situa-
tions that have increased my awareness of
democracy.

Like the time I visited a small holocaust
museum and spoke with Mr. Kelen—a sur-
vivor of the holocaust himself, or the time I
traveled just across the Mexican border, and
witnessed first-hand the crippling poverty
caused by government corruption; the time I
sat glued to the television, my eyes locked
on the image of a young Chinese boy facing
certain death as he stood in the path of an
oncoming military tank.

Every new experience helped shape my
thoughts, mold my perspective, and
strengthen my voice as an American citizen.
I have come to realize just how fortunate I
am—how fortunate we all are—to possess the
light of democracy.

I’ve learned that democracy is priceless
and powerful. Priceless, because our basic
rights are stained with the blood of millions
who fought to gain them. Democracy also
has boundless power: quite simply, the power
to shatter the chains of bondage forever.

But as we live our lives in freedom we
must remember the horrible truth that Anne
Frank wrote about. The horrible truth is
that there are still millions of people living
in the darkness of oppression. For those not
yet experiencing liberty, we must continue
the battle. If we believe in our own sov-
ereignty, that is our duty. The Declaration
of Independence does not say ‘‘All Americans
are created equal’’ but that ‘‘All men’’—all
around the world—‘‘are created equal.’’
Thus, we cannot simply work to continue
our own democratic system; we must bring
that system to the rest of the world. Only
then will the visions of our forefathers be
completed.

In the social and political arena every
American has a voice—a platform from
which to speak. In many parts of the globe
that could not be farther from the truth.
Anne Frank never had a voice. I, however,
do. I stand before you now, and I speak on
behalf of those who couldn’t and those who
still cannot.

My voice in our democracy is the reflec-
tion of a free person; my voice pays tribute
to the thousands who died for the cause of
liberty; my voice cries out an urging for the
respect of our nation and an offering of hope
for the future.

Yes, even in the midst of the cruelest op-
pression, hope is one thing that can never be
destroyed. Because, you see, I never finished
the quotation by Anne Frank that I gave
earlier. Here is the quote in its entirety:
‘‘ideals, dreams, and cherished hopes rise
within us only to meet the horrible truth
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and be shattered * * * yet in spite of every-
thing I still believe that people really are
good at heart.’’

Anne Frank’s devotion to the human spirit
should serve as an example to all of us, and
especially to Americans. Progress in the
world must begin with you and me. I would
hope that one day all Americans would un-
derstand that with strength, compassion,
diligence, and the fortitude of our voices, we
have the ability to change democracy from
an ideal, a dream, and a cherished hope * * *
into a powerful and permeating reality.

f

CONGRESSMAN JERRY COSTELLO
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in rec-
ognition of the new Illinois state champions on
the Sparta High School Math Team. This vic-
tory marks the sixth consecutive time students
from Sparta High School have won the state
title in the small school division of the Illinois
Council of Teachers of Mathematics state
competition.

The students serve as highly successful am-
bassadors for their school and the community
of Sparta. Sparta High School students have
won the state title in twelve of the past 18
years of competition. This Sparta team won
this year’s competition with a total score of
754 points.

Team members compete in twelve different
areas of team and individual competition.
Events include Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra
II, Precalculus, Eight Person Team, Calculator
Team, Two Person, Relay, and an Oral Com-
petition focusing on mathematics in medicine.

Coach and Sparta teacher Eric Hoflich en-
courages team members to take on some of
the teaching responsibilities as another way
for them to learn. Older students help younger
ones, and the element of competition encour-
ages students to improve their performance
compared to other teams and to their own pre-
vious performance.

The Town of Sparta has proclaimed this
week ‘‘Sparta High School State Champion
Math Team Week‘‘ in honor of the team’s first
place finish. Team members sharing in this
victory are: T.J. Joiner, Vanessa Salarda, Jeff
Russell, Jonathan King, Curt Holland, Brittany
Godwin, Betsey Berry, Josh Holder, Jared
Cox, Trevor Coop, Brad Ashley, Jimmy Conn,
Patrick Zweigart, Brett Matzenbacher, Ryan
Pigford, Rachel Shaw, J.R. Blind, Jennifer
Ebers, Matt King, Angela Hess, Ryan Pillers,
Reid Holland, Kendra Holder, Nathan Pigford,
Nikki Joiner, Jamie Sparks, Erik Perks, Brett
Lessley, Rachel Dickey, Sahra Kloth, Rachel
Stephens, Cory Husemann, Erica Salarda,
Erin Tolliver, Elizabeth King, Brandy Hagene,
Kendra McConachie, Laurie Juenger, and
Alicia Barrowes. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing these tal-
ented and accomplished students.

HONORING THE BEST OF RESTON
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OF VIRGINIA
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to rise today to pay tribute
to this year’s winner of the Best of Reston
Community Service Awards. These awards
are made annually by the Reston Chamber of
Commerce and Reston Interfaith to honor
businesses and individuals who have provided
extraordinary service to others in the commu-
nity.

This year’s winners are:
Appalachian Spring for community outreach

and leadership as a small business. Manager
Gina Cocomello and her staff have made
enormous contributions to the community by
conducting food and supply drives for the
Embry Rucker Community Shelter, selling tick-
ets to Reston Interfaith events, and supporting
South Lakes High School and the Northern
Virginia Fine Arts Festival. They are also ac-
tive in the Chamber’s Small Business Coun-
sel. Appalachian Spring has generously pro-
vided community support wherever needed.

Atlantic Realty Companies for commitment
to the belief that developers must help meet
the needs of the communities in which they
build and that a safety net of social services
is important for the entire community. Atlantic
Realty’s contributions include supplying space
for child care benefiting low-income families, a
freshly mulched playground for homeless chil-
dren, and a Village Center where senior Fel-
lowship House residents can safely and con-
veniently shop. By joining their professional
mission with the original vision of Reston, At-
lantic Realty has improved the quality of life
for those that work, live, and play in Reston.

David M. Haas for continuous service and
outstanding leadership as a civic leader and
arts supporter. As a member of the Reston
Association Board of Directors, the Reston
Community Center Board of Governors, and
the Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce,
David has exercised intelligence, compassion,
and fairness in balancing economic needs with
good planning and community stewardship.
His artistic contributions have been highlighted
in his work with GRACE, the Arts Alliance of
Reston, and the Reston Community Players.
David has offered a wealth of enjoyment to
the community through his artistic vision.

Calvin Larson for advocating the legal rights
of AIDS victims and for thirty years of service
to the Reston Community. Cal has provided
pro bono legal advice to the Whitman Walker
Clinic in Northern Virginia, treating clients and
their cases with compassion and sensitivity.
He has served in leadership positions on the
Reston Community Association Board, RA
Pathways, RA Elections committees and the
Save Lake Anna Committee. As a member of
Friends of the Community Center, he started
the Venture Mentoring Program, Cal has
helped shape Reston through his service and
generosity to others.

Lynn Lilienthal for her lifetime of tireless
work as a children’s advocate and for her
leadership in the Greater Reston Community.
Lynn served on the Reston Interfaith Board for
twelve years, including five years as Presi-
dent. She is co-owner and Executive Director

of PALS Early Learning Center, and is chair-
person of the Embry Rucker Community Shel-
ter Citizens Support Committee. Her three
decades of community service have touched
thousands of lives in the community.

Susan Spencer for recognizing the needs of
under-privileged children in our community
and for finding creative solutions to help the
children and parents at Forest Edge Elemen-
tary School. A physical education teacher and
technology specialist, Susan established the
Community Service Club, to help students ob-
tain holiday gifts for their families and friends.
Sensing the need for students to be computer
literate, she spent evenings, weekends, and
holidays installing computer equipment and
setting up computer labs. She donated her
own money for equipment, then taught herself
how to install it, bringing the Internet into the
classroom. Susan’s dedication to Forest Edge
Elementary School has encouraged the hopes
and dreams of its students and parents.

Charles Veatch for his dedication to pre-
serving Reston’s past and improving Reston’s
future. Chuck’s contributions include starting
Ethics Day at South Lakes High School, creat-
ing an archival record at George Mason Uni-
versity detailing the Development of Reston,
serving on the board of Reston Historic Trust
for Community Revitalization, and donating the
use of a large storage facility to the Embry
Rucker Community Shelter for collecting food
and supplies for those in need. Chuck has
helped thousands in the community develop a
sense of the past and of the success that the
future may hold.

Richard Williams for kindly and quietly sup-
porting the less fortunate in the Greater Res-
ton Community through an endless number of
volunteer activities. Since retiring from the
government, Richard dedicates his time to his
family, his community, and those most in
need. His efforts include donating food to a
single parent undergoing chemotherapy, build-
ing a house with Habitat to Humanity, shop-
ping for swimsuits for homeless children at-
tending Laurel Learning Center, cooking din-
ner for Reston Interfaith-sponsored parenting
classes, and providing rides for those needing
transportation. Nicknamed ‘‘Saint Richard’’ by
staff and children at Laurel Learning Center,
Richard unassumingly touches the lives of
hundreds of the community.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me
in commending the Best of Reston Award win-
ners for all of their hard work and dedication
in making their community an outstanding
place to live and work.
f

GREAT MILLS HIGH SCHOOL
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION
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OF MARYLAND
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize one of the outstanding high schools
in the great State of Maryland. Since 1927,
Great Mills High School has set an example in
Southern Maryland and across the State for its
dedication to educating tomorrow’s leaders.
For more than 70 years, Great Mills has been
a partner with the local community, providing
students valuable opportunities both inside
and outside of the classroom.
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