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resolve. Since 1949, NATO, a system of col-
lective security based on shared democratic
values, kept the peace and kept the Soviets in
check. NATO is history’s most successful alli-
ance.

Now is the moment to consolidate the west-
ern victory in the Cold War, and to take into
NATO the new democracies of Eastern Eu-
rope. NATO expansion will enhance Europe’s
political stability. It will strengthen the new de-
mocracies. These countries can no longer be
the target of Russian or other imperial ambi-
tions.

Since 1989, the countries of Eastern Europe
have undergone a remarkable rebirth. the re-
construction of democracy and of democratic
societies is underway. Free elections are a
hallmark of new political cultures. The East
Europeans have also begun to integrate them-
selves into Western economic institutions.
They are on the way back to Europe.

Membership in NATO is a culminating mo-
ment in Eastern Europe’s political and eco-
nomic rebirth. Today we gather here to cele-
brate Poland’s constitution of May 3rd, 1791
and her rebirth in the 18th century. At the
same time, we celebrate and recognize her
modern rebirth. We welcome Poland, the
Czech Republic, and Hungary as America’s
newest NATO allies. With a Europe renewed
and re-invigorated, we move forward with con-
fidence into the next millenium. In securing
north Atlantic collective security, we secure
and pass on to the next generation our com-
mon democratic values.
f
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Wednesday, April 29, 1998

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a dedicated public servant.
When I was elected to Congress in 1992, one
of my top priorities was securing the funding
to guarantee that the important Westside Light
Rail project would open on time and on budg-
et. While I have had the opportunity to work
with many good people at Tri-Met throughout
my six years in Congress, Dick Feeney has
been a constant source of good counsel and
support. I would not have had as much suc-
cess without his steadying influence.

Dick’s contributions to Oregon are not lim-
ited to his work with our local transit agency,
Tri-Met, where he has worked for twenty
years. Dick began his distinguished career in
1966 as a Legislative Assistant to Congress-
woman Edith Green, and later worked for the
Multnomah County Chairman. He was an in-
structor at Portland State University and
served as Director of the Institute of policy
Studies. He has been President of the Oregon
Transit Association, and is currently a member
of the Archdiocesan Board of Catholic Char-
ities and the disciplinary panel of the Oregon
State Bar. I also know that Dick can carry an
Irish tune with the best of them.

Dick Feeney is one of those people who ef-
fectively and consistently serve the public, day
in and day out, and never ask for any recogni-
tion. Today, on behalf of Portland and all my
constituents, I would like to give him the credit
he deserves. Happy Birthday, Dick.
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Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, on April 30, Fred
Hitz will complete seven and one-half years in
office as the Central Intelligence Agency’s in-
spector general, and a career in the federal
government which exceeds twenty years.

In addition to service at the CIA before his
confirmation as Inspector General, Mr. Hitz
served in Republican and Democratic adminis-
trations in a variety of demanding positions at
the Departments of State, Defense, and En-
ergy. His tenure in each of these posts was
characterized by uncommon dedication and
exceptional performance. Mr. Hitz’ experience
in government, his first-hand knowledge of the
unique aspects of working in the CIA, and the
high regard in which he was held on Capitol
Hill, made him an excellent choice in 1990 to
be the CIA’s first presidentially appointed in-
spector general.

Inspectors general with independence guar-
anteed by the fact that they are appointed by,
and serve at the pleasure of, the President are
essential to the effective operation of execu-
tive agencies, and to the maintenance of the
public’s confidence that officials at these agen-
cies will be held accountable for their actions.
I suspect that only by serving in one of these
posts could someone fully appreciate how dif-
ficult it is to function simultaneously as a sen-
ior manager, and an independent critic, of the
same agency. As challenging as service as an
inspector general must be at most agencies, it
is even more so at the CIA where the need to
compartment activities for security purposes
makes it hard to trace the path of certain deci-
sions, and where the inclination is not to vol-
unteer information, especially to those not per-
ceived to be part of ‘‘the team.’’

Fred Hitz has worked tirelessly to create
and sustain an inspector general’s process
which was supported both inside and outside
of the CIA. That he has succeeded is a testa-
ment to his great ability and unquestionable
integrity. The reputation which the Office of
the Inspector General enjoys for conducting
audits, inspections, and investigations which
are thorough and follow the facts wherever
they might lead, and for making tough rec-
ommendations for improvement regardless of
their popularity, is a reflection of Mr. Hitz’ lead-
ership abilities. He will be sorely missed at the
CIA, but his most important legacy may be the
degree to which he has institutionalized in the
inspector general’s office his commitment to
uncovering the truth.

A graduate of Princeton University, Mr. Hitz
will be returning to his alma mater, this time
as a member of the faculty. Anyone who has
heard or read Fred’s views on subjects like
the organization of the intelligence community,
or the community’s role in the post-Cold War
world, knows him to be a person who gives
important issues great thought and who ex-
presses himself on them with clarity and care.
He will be an excellent teacher from whom
students at Princeton will learn a great deal.

Mr. Hitz has served the country with great
distinction. I want to wish him, and his wife,

Mary Buford, only the best in the years to
come. I hope that he will not mind an occa-
sional call for advice from those of us who
have come to rely on his counsel.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2400) to authorize
funds for Federal-aid highways, highway
safety programs, and transit programs, and
for other purposes:

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I rise today to
state my disappointment that this legislation
contains no legislative language authorizing
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program
(CMAQ) funds to be utilized for the operation
and construction of telecommuting centers.

In 1991 ISTEA broke new ground by allow-
ing CMAQ funding to be used to study the
benefits of telecommuting centers. These cen-
ters are presently funded by the General Serv-
ices Administration and allow federal employ-
ees to use an alternative workplace in lieu of
traveling to their main offices several times a
month. This concept, which has been tested in
Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s counties, has
been very successful.

I remember vividly speaking to a young
woman about the impact of telecommuting
about a year ago. She was the mother of two
small children who lived about an hour and a
half outside of Washington. Every morning she
got up before 5 a.m. in order to get her chil-
dren to daycare and still be at work by 8 a.m.
On a good day, her morning commute was
about 90 minutes. However, if there was an
accident or bad weather it could take her two
or more hours to get to work. After getting two
sleepy children ready for the day and fighting
traffic she told me that she often felt ex-
hausted before she even started her job as a
computer programmer.

Mr. Speaker, there is a telecommuting cen-
ter located not far from her home in Lexington
Park. A few times a month she works out of
the telecommuting center instead of driving up
to Washington. What is the impact? For start-
ers there is one less car on the highway. One
less car equals less congestion on the crowd-
ed Washington metropolitan corridor and a de-
crease in air pollution. She is also more pro-
ductive at her job as a programmer because
she is better rested and less stressed, she
gets to spend more time with her children, and
she saves money, gas, and wear and tear on
her car with a shorter commute.

Mr. Speaker, telecommuting makes a real
difference in the lives of constituents in my
district. There is a need for additional centers
in Maryland and the rest of the country and I
hope that H.R. 2400 will be amended in Con-
ference to allow CMAQ funds to be used for
the design, construction, and operation of tele-
commuting centers.
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Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, on May 2–4,
more than 1200 students from across the
United States will be in Washington, DC to
compete in the national finals of We the Peo-
ple . . . The Citizen and the Constitution pro-
gram. I would especially like to congratulate
the Hampton High School State Championship
team from Allison Park, Pennsylvania, which
will represent the state of Pennsylvania in the
competition. After months of studying constitu-
tional issues to prepare for the competition,
the students in Mrs. Tara O’Brien’s sixth pe-
riod political science class won the state com-
petition, entitling them to participate in the na-
tional competition.

The We the People . . . The Citizen and
the Constitution program provides curricular
materials at upper elementary, middle, and
high school levels for more than 75,000 teach-
ers and 24 million students nationwide. The
three-day national competition simulates a
congressional hearing. Students demonstrate
their knowledge by defending positions on his-
torical and contemporary constitutional issues.
Entire classes participate together, so students
learn team skills in addition to civics.

The following are the students who will rep-
resent Hampton High and the state of Penn-
sylvania in the national finals: Angela Am-
brose, Rebecca Amrhein, Aren Bierkan, Chris-
tine Brady, Heather Gahagan, Emily Huie,
Jessica Kiefer, Lauren Klemens, Jessica Lin,
Rina Mansukhani, Lauren Montgomery, Laura
Ostapenko, Andrew Scharff, Christian
Spearline, Countney Vetter, and Katrina
Werger.

Again, I would like to congratulate these stu-
dent son their accomplishments and wish
them the best of luck in next week’s competi-
tion. I am proud to represent such accom-
plished young people, and I look forward to
meeting them when they visit Capitol Hill.
f
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the exemplary work of Ms. Clara
Bartsch, who for many years has served as Il-
linois’ Congressional Liaison for Medicare. Be-
cause Clara’s employer, Blue Cross/Blue
Shield, will not be retaining its contact with the
Health Care Finance Administration, she will
be leaving her position. Together with all
members of the Illinois Congressional Delega-
tion, I want to let Clara know how much we
appreciate her dedication and her tremendous
work on behalf of Medicare recipients through-
out our state.

Every member of this body understands the
vital role our offices fulfill in assisting constitu-
ents overcome difficulties in dealing with fed-
eral government agencies. As caseworkers
endeavor to explain and interpret the often

confusing maze of federal rules, guidelines
and regulations, they depend heavily upon liai-
son personnel. As all the caseworkers in my
office and other offices in our delegation will
attest, Clara Bartsch is among the very best li-
aisons in the business.

Clara’s commitment to the people we all
serve is second to no one. She consistently
goes above and beyond the call of duty—mak-
ing sure that all congressional inquiries are
handled expeditiously and professionally. The
caseworkers who have relied upon Clara will
tell you that her responsiveness and outreach
efforts are nothing short of outstanding. In par-
ticular, her annual Medicare Seminars have
been invaluable to all of our offices, helping us
stay on top of changes in the Medicare pro-
gram and providing in-depth information on
the latest developments.

In short, Mr. Speaker, Clara Bartsch leaves
a legacy of outstanding service in her role as
Medicare Liaison and has helped the entire Il-
linois delegation better serve the people we
are privileged to represent. For her tremen-
dous contributions, she has the gratitude of
every member of our delegation and our very
best wishes for her future success and happi-
ness.
f
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Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, today I in-
troduced a bill designed to help farmers par-
ticipating in the PL 480 Food for Peace Pro-
gram who have experienced trouble moving
their product by rail to U.S. ports.

Under PL 480, the Department of Agri-
culture invites farmers and processors to sell
their product (e.g. grain, peas, lentils, barley)
to the federal government. At the time they
advertise their tender, the Department also
specifies where and when the product has to
be delivered. Farmers and processors are
able to calculate their bids based on the cost
to produce, the cost associated with rail ship-
ment, the time normally required to get empty
rail cars, and the time needed to have the rail-
road move cars to the port specified by the
Department. Successful bidders sign a con-
tract with the Department prior to shipping
their product, but they don’t receive payment
from the government until after it is delivered
to the port.

This arrangement has generally worked well
over the years, but last summer and fall a
large number of farmers and processors—
through no fault of their own—experienced tre-
mendous difficulty abiding by the terms of their
contracts with the Department. Rail congestion
in the midwest and west caused many ship-
ments to arrive late, thus missing sailing dates
and generating expensive damage claims
against farmers and processors. My bill would
hold farmers and processors harmless against
these kinds of damages.

It is unreasonable for the government to
hold farmers and processors liable for dam-
ages in instances where they make a good
faith effort to load and transport their product
on a timely basis. Farmers and processors

surrender their product to a railroad for ship-
ment to a port, but they have no ability to con-
trol its delivery and, under current program
rules, they pay damages for late arrival.

As an aside, I am aware that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has relieved some PL 480
participants from damages arising from last
summer’s rail service difficulties in the mid-
west, but I don’t think it prudent to leave the
issue of future damages to the discretion of
the Department. Farmers and processors
need the certainty of knowing that they will not
be liable for transportation problems beyond
their control.

I ask all Members to cosponsor this legisla-
tion. The PL 480 Food for Peace Program is
an important market for many farmers and
processors, but under the current rules, it pre-
sents a whole host of unknowns that jeopard-
ize future participation, especially in light of
ongoing rail service problems.
f
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,

in commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the
creation of the State of Israel, I rise to pay
tribute to the pioneers and visionaries who
survived the holocaust and who built this mag-
nificent nation. Fifty years after its creation,
Israel is still the lone beacon of democracy in
the Middle East, and our most stalwart ally.

At midnight on May 14, 1948, the State of
Israel was established as the British mandate
over Palestine ended. The moment that Israel
declared itself a free state, U.S. President
Harry S. Truman of Independence, Missouri
declared our country’s support for this fledg-
ling nation. President Truman’s words still ring
true. He said, ‘‘I had faith in Israel before it
was established, I have faith in it now. I be-
lieve it has a glorious future before it—not just
another sovereign nation, but as an embodi-
ment of the great ideals of our civilization.’’ On
May 15, the day after President Truman rec-
ognized the state of Israel, the surrounding
nations invaded to crush this newly free soci-
ety.

Mr. Speaker, in 1993 I visited Israel to study
their culture, their laws and their government,
and I was impressed by the accomplishments
of the citizens who built a thriving economy
and ability to manage its diversity. Throughout
all of challenges that this nation has faced, its
citizens remain positive about the future and
secure in their belief in democracy and per-
sonal liberty.

In 1998, 50 years after President Truman’s
prescient remarks, Israel is a vibrant democ-
racy experiencing strong economic growth and
a period of relative peace. As we congratulate
the people of Israel on their 50th anniversary,
we must not forget the mutual support and the
strong ties that exist between us. As the
Congressperson who represents President
Truman’s home, I feel a special connection to
the people of Israel, and on this day I would
like to congratulate them and wish them suc-
cess as they decide on a common purpose
that will unify the country.
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