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of parishioners, the Catholic Archdiocese an-
nounced the closing of Lady of Mount Carmel
and several other area churches. The parish’s
final date for services will be July 12, 1998,
the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

The church’s diamond anniversary celebra-
tion was moved to May of 1998, to give the
congregation time to properly celebrate the
history and life of their beloved parish commu-
nity. Although the coming months may present
a great many challenges as decisions are
made concerning the future of this congrega-
tion, please join me in celebrating the 60 won-
derful years of this devoted and faithful parish.

May the Lord bless them on whatever paths
their futures hold.
f
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Quinn Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church of Sumter, South Carolina.
This Church has provided a means of worship
to the Sumter community for one hundred and
fifty years, an anniversary which underscores
the important role the Church plays in the
Sumter community. It was my great honor to
worship with the congregation March 15th as
they celebrated this momentous occasion.

The precise date of the Church’s construc-
tion is unknown. The building was originally
erected in the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury, but Quinn Chapel African Methodist
Church was burned to the ground a few years
ago later when the adjacent school building
caught fire. In the absence of a physical
church building, members used a ‘‘bush shed’’
for worship. Rebuilt in 1864, the Church stood
for the next 98 years until 1962.

A new sanctuary was erected in 1964 under
the leadership of the Reverend B.J. Johnson,
and in 1993, the Memorial Hall was added
under Reverend H.H. Felix. Family and friends
of the Church provided leadership and funds
for the initial building phase, and the Hall was
dedicated in September of 1993. In January
1996, renovation of the sanctuary and bath-
room facilities was completed under Reverend
F.J. Gadson, whose vision of an enlarged
sanctuary and new educational building was
realized in October of 1996.

Throughout the physical changes, Quinn
Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church
has held true to its mission to be an outreach
ministry that provides support and relief to the
disheartened, disadvantaged, and
disenfranchised. The Church continues to
serve the Sumter community by being a loving
ambassador for Christ.

I ask that Congress join me in showing true
appreciation for Quinn Chapel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church as it continues to play
such an important role in South Carolina, guid-
ing Christian men, women, and children in
their daily lives. The Sumter community is in-
debted to the Church, as the gift of love is dif-
ficult to repay. I congratulate the Quinn Chapel
African Methodist Episcopal Church as it
reaches a landmark One Hundred Fiftieth An-
niversary.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the USDA on its decision to re-
vise the proposed rule on national organic
standards.

On December 16, 1997, the USDA pub-
lished a proposed rule for national organic
standards that would have undermined some
of the basic tenets of organic farming. USDA
wisely requested comment from the public on
its proposal. The organic industry instantly mo-
bilized and circled its wagons around the
widely accepted, although uncodified, stand-
ards that the industry has been following for
decades. Organic farmers and consumers
wanted to protect the standards behind the
label they trust.

The USDA received 200,000 comments on
its proposed rule, largely because of the ef-
forts of organic farmers, consumer advocates,
and industry groups which publicized the holes
in the rule and urged people to voice their
concerns. I applaud the efforts of those who
have worked to protect the integrity of the or-
ganic label. I would like to thank Rep. DEFAZIO
for organizing a letter to Secretary Glickman
urging him to work with the organic industry to
bring the rule more into line with current
standards and consumer preferences. And I
commend the thirty-five of my colleagues who
signed the letter.

Finally, I congratulate Secretary Glickman
on his decision to revise the proposed rule. In
a press release dated May 8, Secretary Glick-
man noted that ‘‘If organic farmers and con-
sumers reject our national standards, we have
failed.’’ I couldn’t agree more. Consumer ex-
pectations and preferences have driven the or-
ganic market to where it is today, earning over
$3 billion in sales. Strict organic standards that
reinforce current practices and promote con-
sumer preferences will help the market grow
even more.

I look forward to reviewing the revised pro-
posal from USDA and to working with my col-
leagues and the organic industry to ensure
that our national organic standards are mean-
ingful and conform to consumer expectations.
f
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Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
call the attention of the House to the work of
Marisa Erdman of Millsboro, DE. Marisa is
Delaware’s State winner of the Veterans of
Foreign War’s Voice of Democracy script writ-
ing contest and has been named a national
winner and recipient of a $1,000 scholarship
award from the VFW. I congratulate Marisa,
her family, and VFW Post 7422 in Millsboro,
DE for sponsoring this excellent program.

As my colleagues know, the VFW has spon-
sored the Voice of Democracy Competition for
51 years to promote patriotic and civic respon-

sibility among our young people and to help
them attend college through the scholarship
awards. The competition requires students to
write and record a 3 to 5 minute essay on a
patriotic theme. This year, over 93,000 sec-
ondary school students participated in the con-
test on the theme: ‘‘My Voice in our Democ-
racy.’’ I am very proud to share with the
House, Marisa’s excellent essay on the need
for young people to be involved in their com-
munity, to gain knowledge, and to use their
experience as a voice in our democracy.

Again, congratulations to Marisa, the
Erdman family, and the members of the VFW
Post 7422 for their fine work.
‘‘MY VOICE IN OUR DEMOCRACY’’—1997–1998

VFW VOICE OF DEMOCRACY SCHOLARSHIP
COMPETITION

(By Marisa Erdman)
The Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco,

California, which was once the world’s larg-
est bridge, attracts hundreds of thousands of
West Coast tourists annually. Each day, mil-
lions of travelers cross the Kanmon Bridge
between the Japanese islands of Hunshu and
Kyushu. With a length of 4,626 feet, the
Humber Bridge in eastern England is the
longest single span bridge in the world. What
do these three famous bridges have in com-
mon? They are all suspension bridges in
which towers holding long steel cables sup-
port the roadway. And although the towers
serve as the main structures, it is the
bridge’s many individual cables that provide
the strength needed to sustain the weight
crossing the bridge.

A democracy, such as that of our United
States, because of its design is much like a
suspension bridge. Democracy serves at the
backbone of our nation’s strength supporting
the weight of natural disaster, economic re-
cession, war, and change. Our forefathers
crossed from the shore of oppression and tyr-
anny into the promise land of choice and
freedom. The principles and spirit of democ-
racy are the towers serving as the basis for
all other ideas that branch from our govern-
ment. The individuals who comprise and fuel
our government with their voices and in-
sights serve as the cables that lift our great
nation. Without several of its cables, a
bridge will stand and function, however it
will not prove as sturdy and may eventually
collapse. Just as a democracy without the
contribution of all its voices will still run, it
will not be a true representation of the
wants and needs of the people.

But how can I make my one individual
voice heard? Because of my young age, I
often feel that I am unable to play an impor-
tant role in our democracy. But like many
people, I keep the spirit of democracy alive
by being active in my community. Millions
of teenagers like myself volunteer in pro-
grams such as Big Brothers and Big Sisters
and participate in food drives, benefit walks,
and charity fundraisers in an effort to help
those in need. By being involved in organiza-
tions such as the Student Government Asso-
ciation and by furthering my education, I
can familiarize myself with the workings,
ideas, and functions of our government.
Through actions such as this, I have begun
to keep the spirit of our democracy alive and
thriving by dedicating my time, energy, and
ideas.

In the future, I can make my individual
voice heard by supporting the principles of
our democracy in louder ways. I can support
the plans and ideas of politicians by casting
my vote for the candidate I feel will best sat-
isfy my needs. Above and beyond that, I have
the opportunity to represent my fellow citi-
zens by serving on community councils or by
holding political office. Like the millions of
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Americans who have bravely risked their
lives far and away to keep the bridge of de-
mocracy standing, I also have the oppor-
tunity to defend my country by serving in
the military. I can help keep the principles
of our democracy alive through my talents,
skills, and actions for the betterment of my
community and our great nation.

Through knowledge and contribution, I
have become an effective cable in the bridge
of our democracy that will allow our great
society to cross into the future . . . and my
voice in our democracy will be heard.

f
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join Innovations in American Government, an
awards program of the Ford Foundation and
Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy’s
School of Government in partnership with the
Council for Excellence in Government, in com-
mending the exciting efforts of Brooklyn Child
Advocacy Center (BCAC) in creating a pro-
gram which put children first.

Innovations in American Government is rec-
ognized as one of the most prestigious public
awards in the country. Innovations awards and
recognizes programs and policies that rep-
resent original and effective government initia-
tives. The Brooklyn Child Advocacy Center is
among the 100 semifinalists for the award this
year. BCAC is an inter-agency partnership that
brings together all the jurisdictional agencies
responsible for the investigation and prosecu-
tion of child sexual abuse.

Traditionally, the investigation of child sex-
ual abuse meant multiple interviews with mul-
tiple professionals, disclosing the abuse to
three separate agencies. Through the creation
of BCAC, previous practices have changed
dramatically. When children disclose sexual
abuse, they are brought to the BCAC, a child-
friendly environment, instead of police pre-
cincts, emergency rooms, and municipal of-
fices. At the Center, specialized units of each
agency’s staff work together in a coordinated,
multidisciplinary team approach.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Brooklyn Child Advocacy Center for all of its
achievements and hard work to meet the
needs of children who have been victimized.
f
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a few minutes today to give tribute to Ms.
Patricia K. O’Connor, the principal of St. Ed-
mund Elementary School, in recognition of her
25 years of service to the students of St. Ed-
mund.

Principal O’Connor spent her first twelve
years at St. Edmund teaching students in the
middle and upper grades before assuming the
position of principal in 1984. Since then, her

dedicated spirit and enthusiasm have left an
indelible mark on St. Edmund Elementary
School.

During her tenure, Principal O’Connor has
helped St. Edmund to flourish and grow. She
introduced a pre-Kindergarten program and a
full-day Kindergarten program for the benefit
of the youngest students at St. Edmund.
Keeping pace with new technologies, Principal
O’Connor has ensured that the school has a
fully equipped computer lab for use by the stu-
dents. Her efforts have won Middle States Ac-
creditation for St. Edmund Elementary School.

A school is not just an academic institution,
it is also a community of students, parents,
and teachers. Principal O’Connor has contrib-
uted to this community in the same way, and
with the same dedicated work, that she has
contributed to the classrooms of St. Edmund
Elementary. She has started the Children’s
Choir which performs at many Liturgical cele-
brations in addition to establishing a Children’s
Liturgy at Mass on the third Sunday of each
month. She has organized school plays such
as a Christmas Pageant and a Passion Play
which is performed during Holy Week. By
helping to start a student-run newspaper she
has strengthened the sense of community at
St. Edmund immeasurably.

Principal O’Connor’s talents have been pre-
viously recognized through her position as Li-
aison to District #22 for Remediation. I am
sure that all of my colleagues today will be de-
lighted to join with me in honoring Principal
Patricia K. O’Connor for her twenty-five years
of service to the community of St. Edmund El-
ementary School as a teacher, a principal, and
as a leader.
f
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Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, May 13,

1998 will mark the 75th anniversary of south
central Pennsylvania’s, Hanover Chamber of
Commerce. Since its establishment in 1923,
the Chamber has been dedicated to serving
the community and promoting the economic
interests of Hanover’s merchants and manu-
facturers.

For three quarters of a century, the Hanover
area has benefitted tremendously from the
Chambers efforts to improve the quality of life
in the community. Because of the Chamber’s
enduring dedication to promote the business
opportunities in the area, Hanover has be-
come Pennsylvania’s fifth largest retail trading
area and eighth largest manufacturing center.

Today, the Chamber’s leadership has been
even more vital to the future of their commu-
nity. As Hanover continues to experience an
explosion of commercial and residential
growth, the Chamber recognized this chal-
lenge by adopting a visionary agenda—the
Hanover 2000 Plan—to effectively manage
this tremendous expansion. The plan focuses
on community development, human services,
water and scenic resource protection, and in-
frastructure improvements.

This combination of economic promotion
and community service initiatives are sure to

bring the Hanover area to the forefront of ex-
cellence as we enter the 20th century. In rec-
ognition of its past and future successes, I am
pleased to associate myself with such an im-
portant organization committed to better serv-
ing the greater Hanover area and join them as
they celebrate their Diamond Anniversary.
f
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Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a great man.

Roger Shepherd was a person who was
proud of his community and envisioned great
things for the future. As a school teacher, he
touched the lives of children and helped to
shape future generations. As Mayor of Harris-
burg, Arkansas, he touched an entire city.

In serving from 1975 to 1976, Mayor Shep-
herd produced an impressive list of accom-
plishments, He worked continually to bring
grants into the city to help Harrisburg reach its
full potential. Mayor Shepherd was responsible
for the creation of a city park in Harrisburg. He
was mayor when our nation celebrated its
200th birthday and directed the successful
Harrisburg Bicentennial Celebration.

The city of Harrisburg will remember Mayor
Shepherd through an upcoming city festival
being held in his honor. The festival will serve
as a testament to him and the contributions he
made to his hometown. It is selfless people
like Roger Shepherd that make the world a
better place.
f
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Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, it is a thrill for
me to speak in this chamber today not to talk
about any pressing matters at hand or particu-
lar legislation, but to pay tribute to an out-
standing company that is based in Georgia’s
1st Congressional District. This company is
known as Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation,
and they have reached a milestone.

Throughout my years as a public servant, I
have come to know the Gulfstream Family in
Savannah. They truly represent what it takes
to become the nation’s leading manufacturer
in corporate/business jets. Every time I visit a
member of this fine organization, I am always
reminded of what symbolizes dedication and
excellence.

Because of their unprecedented achieve-
ment, the Gulfstream V, and their flawless rep-
utation, the National Aeronautic Association
has awarded the 1997 Robert J. Collier Tro-
phy to the Gulfstream Family. This acknowl-
edgment is no ordinary, run-of-the-mill trophy.
It is the aviation’s most prestigious award.

The Collier Trophy is given annually by the
National Aeronautic Association to recognize
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