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has taken such a toll on these peace officers.
We can best honor their service by seeing that
today’s officers have the training, equipment
and public support they need to accomplish
their dangerous mission. To quote Lincoln
again, our greatest tribute to these fallen offi-
cers is to see that they ‘‘shall not have died
in vain.’’
f
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Thursday, May 14, 1998

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to submit the following for the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD:

‘‘MY VOICE IN OUR DEMOCRACY’’
(By Lori Parcel, Indiana Winner)

Who hasn’t solved a jigsaw puzzle? We all
have been faced with the task at one time or
another. I remember the last time I tried to
solve one. After hours of work, the puzzle
was nearly complete . . . and then I realized
that some of the pieces were missing. I
scoured the area in search of the missing
pieces, but I was unable to find them. The
puzzle remained incomplete. In many ways,
our democracy is a puzzle that consists of
over 250 million pieces. Over 250 million
voices which are inextricably bound. And
interlocked within this tapestry, the tap-
estry of democracy, is my voice.

I realize that all of the pieces of the puzzle
must be present for our government to be
fully effective. However, looking around, I
can’t help but notice gaps in democracy’s
tapestry. Gaps which surely weaken the en-
tire structure. I raise my voice to cry out to
the missing pieces, to tell them to join the
majority of Americans, to exchange ideas
and strengthen our government, but my cry
does not reach some. They do not understand
that by discounting their own voices, and by
ignoring my plea, they are hurting both
themselves and our government. They do not
realize that a democracy such as ours cannot
effectively operate without their input. I use
my voice to tell them about the time I was
paging in the state legislature. I tell of a
man who came into the statehouse and ob-
served me tallying opinion surveys. The
man, presumably a stray piece, was surprised
that the surveys were tallied. He expressed
his astonishment by saying, ‘‘That’s where
those surveys go. You actually read these. I
did not think anyone listened, or that it was
worth spending money for a stamp.’’ The
man did not understand that the absence a
single voice, a solitary note in the symphony
of our government, can throw harmony into
discord.

I plea to the stray pieces once again. I tell
them that, during my experience paging, I
learned that legislators are people. They
have pictures of their families on their
desks, and they even drink coffee. They are
no different from the rest of us except they
have decided to make a career out of using
their voices to build our democracy, to add
more pieces to the puzzle in hope of solving
our nation’s problems.

But certainly one does not have to hold
public office to have a voice in our govern-
ment. Rosa Parks provided the impetus for
the Civil Rights movement by simply refus-
ing to give up her seat on the bus. She did
not even have to open her mouth to have her
voice heard throughout the nation.

My voice will not be the missing piece of
the puzzle or the chord absent in the sym-

phony. I may speak loudly and run for public
office. Or I may speak softly by writing to
my representative to tell him my opinions
on an issue. But regardless of how I speak,
my voice will always be audible. It must be,
in order for me to be a fully participating
member of our democracy. It is my duty to
those who have sacrificed and those who con-
tinue to work for freedom throughout the
world to exercise my right to participate in
our government.

I realize that using my voice is critical to
the continuation of democracy. Our govern-
ment consists of millions of voices. Those of
politicians and those of voters, but all of
which are American voices. Exercising our
voices through voting is our privilege, right,
and duty as American citizens. In order to
truly have a government of, by, and for the
people, we must all work to build it. We
must all contribute our piece of the puzzle,
our voice, to our democracy. When I cast my
vote a year from now, I will be doing far
more than choosing one candidate from the
ballot. I will be contributing my voice to the
extensive puzzle which depicts the tapestry
of our government. And I will be raising my
voice, in harmony, to contribute to that
symphony we call democracy.
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Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring to the attention of my colleagues a very
special anniversary in my district, that of our
local television channel, WIVB–TV.

On May 14, 1948, then known as WBEN–
TV, WIVB began service to the Greater Buf-
falo areas as our community’s first television
station. In addition to being the first television
station in Western New York, WIVB was also
first to offer live news broadcasts, live weather
reports, live coverage of sporting events, and
color broadcasting. This pioneering and inno-
vative spirit has established WIVB a leader in
local broadcasting.

In that proud tradition, WIVB–TV looks to
the future with a continued commitment to eth-
ical and ambitious journalism, technological in-
novations through Doppler Radar, and a grow-
ing system of local weather stations.

These impressive accomplishments would
not have been possible without the many tal-
ented individuals who have served WIVB.
Whether as an on-air television personality, or
as one of the countless behind-the-scenes
men and women who contribute so much to
the success of the program, WIVB–TV, and in-
deed, our entire community, are indebted to
their service.

Mr. Speaker, today I would like to join with
the many residents of Buffalo and Western
New York who enjoy WIVB’s programming ev-
eryday in expressing my enthusiastic com-
mendation to WIVB–TV Channel 4 on the oc-
casion of its Fiftieth Anniversary, and send our
best wishes for the next half-century.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to congratulate Jack V. Pandol for being
honored with the Boy Scouts of America
Southern Sierra Council’s Great American
Award. This is one of the highest awards
given by the Boy Scouts and is only the fourth
in the 86-year history of the local Scout Coun-
cil. As a man who has made lasting contribu-
tions to his community and country, Jack is
very deserving of this award.

Jack Pandol began his service in the United
States Army 25th Infantry Division during
World War II. He fought in the Philippines and
Japan and received the Purple Heart, Bronze
Star, and Combat Infantry Badge for his distin-
guished service.

Jack V. Pandol is of Croatian descent and
has been a Delano based farmer since 1941.
In 1948, Jack and his two brothers purchased
400 acres of land from their parents. Today,
this family owned farming operation has grown
to over 6,000 acres of land in Kern and Tulare
counties. He began as a grape grower, but
soon branched out to become a grower, mar-
keter, exporter, and importer. Jack is currently
the President of Pandol Brothers, Inc. National
and International Sales, and a partner in
Pandol & Sons Farming. The Pandol firm cur-
rently does business in over thirty countries,
representing growers from Washington state
to South America and as far away as China.

Jack has been instrumental in the opening
of foreign markets for international trade in Eu-
rope, the Orient and South America. He is
known for his innovations in ‘‘barter’’ trade,
fresh produce marketing, and general agri-
culture. Jack has received many awards for
his work in the farming and shipping indus-
tries, and has served in many distinguished
positions. Among these are Director of Califor-
nia Pacific Corporation, Advisory Board Mem-
ber for the U.S. Department of Agriculture for
Fruit and Vegetables, Member of the Califor-
nia Export Finance Board, Advisory Board
Member for the U.S. Maritime Commission,
President of Delano Grape Products, Vice
President of the Rag Gulch Water District, and
President of the California Grape and Tree
Fruit League.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I
congratulate Jack V. Pandol for being honored
with the Boy Scouts of America Southern Si-
erra Council’s Great American Award. Jack
Pandol is an exceptional patriot whose con-
tributions to agriculture have made a promi-
nent impact in his community and beyond. I
ask my colleagues to join me in wishing Jack
V. Pandol many more years of success.
f
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as a proud alum-
nus of the University of Chicago, I rise today
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to welcome Dr. Hugo F. Sonnenschein, Presi-
dent of the University of Chicago, to Washing-
ton, D.C. and the U.S. Capitol on Thursday,
May 21, 1998 in recognition of his substantial
contribution to American education and to the
general welfare of the United States as leader
of that esteemed institution. On Thursday,
May 21, President Sonnenschein will pay a
rare visit to the University of Chicago alumni
in the Greater Washington, D.C. area, to bring
them news of developments at the University,
and learn of developments among alumni in
the Nation’s capital.

Dr. Sonnenschein has served American
higher education with extraordinary distinction,
as researcher, teacher, and administrator. Be-
fore becoming the 11th President of the Uni-
versity of Chicago in 1993, Dr. Sonnenschein
(A.B., University of Rochester, 1961; Ph.D.,
Purdue University, 1964) served as Provost,
Princeton University, 1991 to 1993; Dean,
School of Arts and Sciences, University of
Pennsylvania, 1988 to 1991; and as a re-
spected scholar of microeconomics.

Mr. Speaker, President Sonnenschein’s visit
to the Nation’s capital is particularly significant.
There are some four thousand graduates of
the University of Chicago who enrich the politi-
cal, educational, scientific, cultural, legal and
business life of Greater Washington, D.C. The
university educates all manner of leaders, and
in the Nation’s capital alone has produced dis-
tinguished Members of this great Congress,
dedicated managers and administrators in the
Executive Branch, and effective judges in the
Federal Courts.

In addition, the University of Chicago takes
special pride in its reputation as a teacher of
teachers. A great number of its graduates are
educators improving the lives of students at all
levels of the American educational system and
all over the world.

Mr. Speaker, since its founding in 1892, the
University has been uniquely devoted to the
creation of knowledge, and the research of its
scholars in the humanities, social sciences, bi-
ological sciences, and natural sciences has
made innumerable contributions both to our
national life and to international progress.

The University’s Washington, D.C.-area
alumni look forward to greeting President
Sonnenschein on May 21 to make friends, ex-
change ideas, and express their appreciation
for his outstanding service to that esteemed
educational institution.

For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor and a privilege to ask my colleagues in
this great Congress to join me in recognizing
University of Chicago President Hugo F.
Sonnenschein on his visit to the Nation’s cap-
ital.
f
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I voted

against the ‘‘Freedom From Religious Perse-
cution Act’’ because of conversations I had
with religious leaders from around the world
who convinced me this approach would not
stop religious persecution, but could actually
backfire.

During a meeting with a variety of Christian
religious leaders organized by the National
Council of Churches, I had the opportunity to
visit with a number of bishops and ministers
from Indonesian, Pakistan, the Middle East
and the former Soviet Union. They were unan-
imous in their fear that the United States had
very little cause to force countries to be more
tolerant with different religious faiths. They
were unanimous in their fear that this bill could
be perceived interference by the United States
and could actually make things worse for the
members of their faith.

Since I’ve arrived in Congress I have been
working to understand the role the United
States plays as the remaining superpower,
militarily and economically, and I would hope
morally. I have met with religious and busi-
ness and political leaders both overseas and
here in the United States including Aung San
Suu Kyi, the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize winner
from Myanmar (formerly known as Burma) and
known dissidents in Thailand. I am convinced
we do have a constructive role to play regard-
ing religious persecution, but this legislation
does not meet that goal.
f
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Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to our Gold Star
Mothers who have suffered the terrible losses
of their sons and daughters for the defense of
our nation. These young men and women
were in the prime of life, full of hope and
youthful promise, when they died defending
their country and preserving our freedom.

Their loss was and is heart-breaking for the
families and friends left behind. And—enjoying
the long period of peace and freedom that
these young American service men and
women bought so dearly—we are in danger of
forgetting their great sacrifice.

But there is one group of fine Americans
who are uniquely able to make sure that the
rest of us do not forget. They are the Gold
Star Mothers. Each one lost a child who died
in the military service of our country during
this of war.

I am proud and grateful that we have a
strong and active group of Gold Star Mothers
in the Delaware Valley region including the
13th District of Pennsylvania which I represent
in Congress.

The cast of ‘‘Reflections’’ is composed of
students from Erdenheim Elementary School
in Springfield Township, Montgomery County
and students from Upper Dublin High School
from Fort Washington, Pennsylvania as well
as students from Thomas Edison and Olney
High Schools in Philadelphia. The play is a
retrospective of our patriotism and a testament
to the sacrifices our country has asked of its
mothers.

The Play was written, produced and di-
rected by one of my constituents, Vietnam
Veteran Frank ‘‘Bud’’ Kowalewski. I commend
his tireless work in offering our young people
the opportunity to honor lost lives, and teach-
ing them the nature of valor and patriotism.
The play strives to educate the nation on the

sacrifices made by Gold Star Mothers. I con-
gratulate the cast on their achievements in re-
minding us all the true reason we celebrate
Memorial Day in America.

On May 21st, 1998, the cast, dressed in his-
torical period costumes, will accompany a
local Gold Star Mother on a trip to Buffalo,
New York. There, the cast will perform with
students from Riverside High School in their
Memorial Day Assembly. This production—
‘‘Reflections Going Home’’—is dedicated as a
Mother’s Day Card Gold Card to all Gold Star
Mothers.

Previously, the troupe has traveled to our
nation’s capital where they laid a wreath at the
Vietnam War Memorial on the National Mall
and were honored by Congress just last year.

The Gold Star Mothers are part of a group
that had its roots in the first great conflict of
the 20th Century—World War I. President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed that service flags
would be displayed at homes that had family
members serving the country. Blue Stars were
displayed for each family member in the
Armed Forces. And, as the war progressed
and casualties mounted, the stars were turned
to Gold Stars to represent each service mem-
ber killed defending our country.

The Gold Star Mothers were officially orga-
nized in Washington, DC, in 1929. But one
does not have to be a formal member of the
national organization to be a Gold Star Moth-
er. The standard for entering this revered
group of Americans is much, much higher and
more difficult than simply joining an organiza-
tion. One must have had a child who made
the supreme sacrifice for our country. It is a
non-profit, non-political organization which was
first organized by 25 mothers in June 1928 an
was incorporated on January 5, 1929. In 1936
Congress—in a joint resolution—designated
the last Sunday in September as Gold Star
Mother’s Day. In 1940, President Franklin
Roosevelt further recognized the day.

These Gold Star Mothers, perhaps better
than anyone else, know the agony that comes
from caring for, nurturing, and raising up a
child only to see that young life lost just as it
is beginning. But these fine Americans de-
serve the greatest admiration, thanks and re-
spect from all of us and I find it remarkable
that this group of courageous women is that
they refuse to allow their grief to become the
victor. Instead, they chose to channel their
pain and suffering into productive work to ben-
efit veterans and the community at large.

These ladies whose loved ones did not
make it home devote themselves to caring for
and helping those who did. In a supreme act
of love and concern for others, many Gold
Star Mothers dedicate themselves to helping
the children of other mothers, children who
survived war. Gold Star Mothers assist in all
manner of ways. They visit veterans’ hospitals
to help service people there. They take part in
patriotic observances that help all of us re-
member the sacrifices that bought our free-
dom.

But the Gold Star Mothers did not stop
there. They wanted to expand their opportuni-
ties to assist veterans and their families and
sought a Congressional Charter so they could
work in veterans’ hospitals throughout the
country. Their charter was granted in 1984
and outlines the objectives and purposes for
which they were organized including; (1) as-
sisting all veterans and their dependents in
claims to the U.S. Veterans Administration, (2)
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