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A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO THAD D.

CHRISTOFER ON HIS APPOINT-
MENT TO ATTEND THE U.S.
NAVAL ACADEMY

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998
Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay special tribute to a truly outstanding young
man from Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District,
Thad D. Christofer. Thad has recently accept-
ed his offer of appointment to attend the
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland.

Thad, who is from Republic, Ohio, will soon
be completing his high school years, and will
be preparing to begin what figures to be one
of the most challenging and educational op-
portunities of his life: his four-year commitment
at the Naval Academy.

During his high school years, Thad has
proven himself to be an exceptional student.
In the classroom, Thad’s achievements are
certainly something of which he and his family
can be proud. Currently, he is carrying a per-
fect 4.0 grade point average. In addition, Thad
has extended his scholastic efforts by attend-
ing classes at Tiffin University and Heidelberg
College.

In addition, Thad is a National Merit Scholar
Semifinalist, and is listed in the Who’s Who
Among American High School Students. Thad
has been active in the VFW Voice of Democ-
racy Competition, and has served as Presi-
dent of the Seneca County Chapter of the Dis-
tributive Education Clubs of America (DECA).
And, for the first time in fifty-three years, Thad
represented Seneca County as a member of
the state DECA Board, serving as its Parlia-
mentarian.

Mr. Speaker, each year, I am privileged to
nominate several outstanding young men and
women from my district to the nation’s military
academy. Thad Christofer is certainly a fine
student and a fine young man. I am sure he
will do very well at the Naval Academy and in
all of his future endeavors. Mr. Speaker, I
would urge my colleagues to stand and join
me in paying tribute to Thad D. Christofer, and
in wishing him well at the United States Naval
Academy.
f

REMARKS ON JOHN C. ‘‘THUNDER’’
THORNTON

HON. ZACH WAMP
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise to bring to
the House’s attention a wonderful and heart-
warming story about a distinguished citizen of
the 3rd District of Tennessee. It is a story of
service above and beyond the call of duty,
courage and of a man who knows how to say
thanks with grace and style. That man is John
C. ‘‘Thunder’’ Thornton, who has built a highly
successful business career in Chattanooga
and who owns the Crescent H. Guest Ranch
in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Describing what
happened, Thornton says, ‘‘If you don’t believe
in Guardian Angels, I’ve got a story for you.’’

It begins on Friday, March 27, a day that
started out as a happy family outing to San

Antonio, Texas to see the final four basketball
tournament but that nearly ended in sudden,
tragic death. As ‘‘Thunder’’ Thornton tells it, he
and his daughter, Dori, 17, and son Johnny,
14, were met at the San Antonio Airport by
Cesar Hernandez, who was to drive them in
his cab for a tour of the city. They’d planned
to visit Trinity University there and to see all
the sights in that beautiful old city.

Without warning, Thornton began to feel a
numbness in his arm and shortness of breath
followed by pain and a feverish feeling ‘‘Thun-
der’’ Thornton realized that he might be having
a heart attack. He asked Hernandez to get
him to the hospital as quickly as possible.
Then he passed out. He awoke to find himself
in the car at the curbside outside the hospital.
Hernandez got him into a wheel chair and into
the hospital where he received first-class treat-
ment from Cardiologist Dr. Rusty Felton. Even
as the treatment began he could hear Hernan-
dez comforting his son and daughter.

Some cab drivers—and many people—
would have thought they had done enough by
doing only what their job called for in this situ-
ation. They’d just call an ambulance and head
off to make more fares. But Hernandez went
far above what duty required him to do. He
rushed Thunder Thornton to the hospital. Then
he stayed with Thornton’s children while they
faced fear and danger, far from home and with
neither of their parents in a position to help
them. He displayed one of the best traits we
like to think we share as Americans, a natural
instinct to help others who were in harm’s
way—even at some personal cost. Unfortu-
nately, we do not see as much of this behav-
ior as we would like in America today. But it
was definitely there when it counted that Fri-
day in San Antonio. And Thornton believes
that Mr. Hernandez saved his life.

But, Mr. Speaker, this is also a story of grat-
itude and having the good grace to express it.
Many folks would have simply sent Mr. Her-
nandez a note of thanks. But for Thunder
Thornton, that would never have been
enough. He arranged a two-part gift. The first
was a one-week vacation to Thornton’s Cres-
cent H Guest Ranch in Jackson Hole. And the
second was a brand new White Cadillac
DeVille, which Thornton presented to Hernan-
dez in a video-taped family ‘‘thank you card’’
that was played at a luncheon in San Antonio.
Thunder Thornton’s action shows that it is im-
portant to celebrate those ‘‘Guardian Angels’’
our society needs so badly. It also goes a long
way toward telling us the kind of man John
Thornton is.

Mr. Speaker, the 3rd District of Tennessee
is fortunate to count him among its citizens.
f

TRIBUTE TO LT. COL. DARRYL B.
KREITMAN

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Lieutenant Colonel Darryl B.
Kreitman as he retires with 20 years of distin-
guished service in the U.S. Air Force.

Lieutenant Colonel Kreitman is retiring from
his position as Deputy Chief of the Air Force’s
Legislative Weapons Systems Liaison Divi-
sion. In this capacity he is responsible for liai-

son between the Air Force and Congress on
annual authorizations of $30 billion for all Air
Force weapons systems, munitions and relat-
ed technologies. His expertise in this arena
and his knowledge of Air Force policy and di-
rection is unparalleled.

In 1978, after receiving his commission as a
Second Lieutenant from OTS, he entered Un-
dergraduate Navigator Training at Mather Air
Force Base, CA. He then flew as a B–52 navi-
gator and instructor navigator at Griffiss Air
Force Base, New York.

Following a one year Pentagon assignment,
Darryl began a remarkable tour of duty in the
B–1 at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas. From
1986 through 1994, he showed exemplary
performance through a range of duties begin-
ning as a B–1 Instructor Offensive Systems
Officer and culminating as Commander of the
7th Transportation Squadron. His professional-
ism was highlighted when he served as Chief
of Transportation while deployed to Saudi Ara-
bia. It was during his 8 year tour at Dyess that
his wife Judy gave birth to their beautiful little
Texas girl—Robbin.

Darryl’s expertise was recognized when he
returned to the Pentagon in 1994; he was se-
lected to manage the B–1 program for the Air
Force’s Acquisition community. He then went
on to become the B–1 Branch Chief and the
Bomber Division Chief.

Mr. Speaker, I join with my colleagues who
have directly benefited from the outstanding
support Lieutenant Colonel Kreitman has pro-
vided the Congress and the executive branch,
in both his capacities in legislative liaison and
as a premier aviator in the Air Force, in con-
gratulating him for a job extremely well done
and in wishing his family the very best in the
future. Colonel Kreitman is a professional
among professionals and has brought great
credit upon himself and the United States Air
Force.
f

TEEN PREGNANCY PREVENTION
MONTH

HON. JANE HARMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998
Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

address a subject of utmost importance: teen
pregnancy prevention.

Mr. Speaker, today the United States retains
the unfortunate distinction of having the high-
est rate of teen pregnancy among industri-
alized western nations. Over the past decade
we have made some progress in bringing
down the number of pregnancies among
teens. But too many kids are still having kids,
and suffering social and economic repercus-
sions throughout their lives because of it. We
can and must do better.

We must do better because unintended teen
pregnancies mean more difficult lives, and
fewer opportunities, for teen parents and their
children. We know that teen mothers are less
likely to graduate from high school, and more
likely to depend on welfare. And their children
start life at a distinct disadvantage—on aver-
age smaller at birth, they are more likely to be
hospitalized, more likely to perform poorly in
school, and more likely to suffer abuse and
neglect.

And the cycle is likely to be repeated. Over
20 percent of children of teen mothers will in
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turn have children at a young age. Mr. Speak-
er, our society suffers when our children start
life with such odds against them.

We must do also better because an ounce
of prevention is indeed worth a pound of
cure—prevention works. Studies show that the
federal government spends more than $39 bil-
lion in assistance to families begun by teen
parents and only $131 million to prevent teen
pregnancy. When we work with our kids to
prepare them to avoid pregnancy, through
good parental communication and involvement
in their lives, education, and family planning
programs, the numbers are clear: unintended
birth decline.

What a better way, Mr. Speaker, to reduce
abortion in this country than to prevent unin-
tended pregnancies? I hope today we can all
renew our efforts to support and fund teen
pregnancy prevention programs.
f

SALUTE TO LARRY CARPENTER

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to an outstanding public servant on
his retirement, Ventura County Sheriff Larry
Carpenter. Sheriff Carpenter protected the
people of Ventura County, California, for al-
most 30 years, serving the community as a
defender of the law and an educator of safety.
I am proud to say Larry has been my friend
for many, many years.

As a committed and highly ethical officer of
the law, Larry quickly climbed the ladder of
rank and responsibility within the department.
Joining the Ventura County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment in 1969 he has served in many capac-
ities, from public speaking, to personnel and
training, to narcotics, to managing court serv-
ices and custody. In 1974, Larry was pro-
moted to senior deputy sheriff and later that
same year, promoted again, making him a
sergeant. In 1984, Larry was appointed under-
sheriff and managed the operations of the en-
tire department as second in command.
Larry’s long law enforcement culminated in
1993 when he became sheriff.

Those who have worked with, and for, Larry
have described him as a loyal person with the
finest ethical standards. His interpersonal and
organizational skills made him a good man-
ager, but Larry’s stellar professional attributes
were not his only strong points—they simply
served as a vehicle for his creative and ambi-
tious ideas which he implemented for the good
of his community.

Larry developed the Sheriff department’s
‘‘hostage negotiation team’’ and was an active
proponent of opening the Todd Road Jail,
which boasts an innovative inmate manage-
ment philosophy. He led the fight to continue
the use of military surplus helicopters, saving
millions of local tax dollars annually, and im-
plemented a platoon response plan for tactical
emergencies. In addition, he opened ‘‘store-
front’’ operations to deliver sheriff’s services
into the neighborhoods. These are merely few
of sheriff Carpenter’s achievements which
have made real differences in the lives of Ven-
tura County’s citizens.

You cannot put a price on safety, or thank
someone enough for putting their life on the

line to protect others. We can never really
repay the heroism and bravery which protects
us each day, which often goes unnoticed. But
we can say thank you: Thank you sheriff Larry
Carpenter for your years of service protecting
our families and for making our community a
safer and better place to live. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing my friend Larry
a long and happy retirement.
f

TRIBUTE TO RONALD SNYDER

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a great teacher, Mr. Ronald Snyder,
on his retirement from St. John’s Lutheran
School in Red Bud, Illinois.

Over the last 43 years, Mr. Snyder has
shared his many talents with the community.
Mr. Snyder joined the St. John’s staff in 1955
and has taught both the seventh and eighth
grade classes. In his early years he also
served the school as Principal, Choir Director
and Youth Director.

For over a decade, Mr. Snyder has been
taking the eighth graders, who he teaches all
subjects to, on a trip to the Nation’s Capital.
Mr. Snyder has helped the students experi-
ence this once in a lifetime trip through many
hours of hard work and fundraising efforts.

Mr. Snyder was raised in Columbus, Indi-
ana. From there he went to teacher training
school at Concordia Lutheran College in River
Forest, Illinois where he majored in Elemen-
tary Education. Right out of college he was
called to teach at St. John’s Lutheran School.
Over the years, he has taught 786 students
and has served with sixty-two other teachers.
As the eighth grade teacher for the majority of
his dedicated service to St. Johns he has in-
fluenced many young lives. Mr. Snyder who
lives in Red Bud, Illinois with his wife Eunice,
will retire at the end of this school year.

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Ronald Snyder on his retirement
after many devoted years of service to the
children of St. Johns and the entire commu-
nity.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE ASSISTING
ACQUISITION OF RUSSIAN MATE-
RIAL ACT

HON. TED STRICKLAND
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, today, I am
introducing legislation, the Assisting Acquisi-
tion of Russian Material (AARM) Act, along
with my colleague ED WHITFIELD of Kentucky,
which would provide the Department of En-
ergy with ‘‘standby’’ authority to purchase Rus-
sian uranium under the U.S.-Russian-HEU
Agreement signed in 1993. The Russian Fed-
eration and the United States entered into this
agreement to ensure that highly enriched ura-
nium (HEU) from dismantled nuclear war-
heads would be used for peaceful purposes
only. In January 1994, President Clinton an-
nounced that the U.S. and Russia signed a

contract to purchase $12 billion of highly en-
riched uranium over a 20-year period. The
U.S. purchase of 500 metric tons of this mate-
rial is clearly a crucial national security initia-
tive. This foreign policy measure provides an
important incentive to the Russian Federation
to continue dismantling its nuclear weapons
and ultimately helps to safeguard the U.S. and
the rest of the world from the threat of a nu-
clear incident.

I strongly support this foreign policy objec-
tive which serves our national security inter-
ests and those interests of the entire world.
However, under this U.S.-Russian Agreement,
the United States Enrichment Corporation
(USEC) will serve as the Executive Agent re-
sponsible for acquiring the downblended Rus-
sian uranium which it will then sell as commer-
cial nuclear reactor fuel. The status of USEC
as the Executive Agent under this agreement
troubles me because, at this time, the govern-
ment is privatizing the industry responsible for
implementing the U.S.-Russian HEU Agree-
ment. A private USEC acting as the Executive
Agent will face conflicting obligations to maxi-
mize profits and to fulfill its requirements
under both the U.S.-Russian Agreement and
the statutory purposes guiding the privatization
process of the corporation.

Under the laws governing privatization of
USEC, Congress specifically outlined eight
statutory criteria, including a requirement that
privatization lead to ‘‘continued operation’’ of
the gaseous diffusion plants in Portsmouth,
Ohio and Paducah, Kentucky. However, if
USEC is forced to purchase significant quan-
tities of Russian uranium under the HEU
Agreement, the corporation may be forced to
reduce work at the plants or to close one en-
tirely. Clearly, the role of USEC as the Execu-
tive Agent under the Agreement could lead the
newly privatized corporation to choose be-
tween the national security purpose of import-
ing higher priced Russian material and its own
desire to maximize profits. Furthermore, the
public objective of purchasing specific quan-
tities of Russian uranium directly conflicts with
and adversely affects the statutory criteria call-
ing for continued operation of the gaseous dif-
fusion plants.

In order to help resolve these potential con-
flicts and ensure that U.S. foreign and domes-
tic policy objectives are met, the AARM Act
states that the Department of Energy will have
the authority to purchase, hold and resell the
downblended HEU imported from Russia
under the U.S.-Russian Agreement. This legis-
lation helps to preserve the livelihoods of
those in the communities surrounding the gas-
eous diffusion plants while ensuring that the
U.S. continues to purchase Russian uranium
to reduce the threat posed to the world by dis-
mantled nuclear warheads. The bill represents
a common-sense solution, ensuring that the
government maintains responsibility over our
national security interests and that the private
sector can function without being saddled with
unnecessary burdens.
f

TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT LEE

HON. JOE SCARBOROUGH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998
Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, Taiwan,

known as the Republic of China, marked its
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