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President confronting another difficult
time, offered the advice that the Presi-
dent should answer the questions fully
and completely, because the American
people are forgiving people. It is in
that spirit that I offer the same advice
today, not for purposes of partisan
tomfoolery, but because these ques-
tions cut to the very core of our con-
stitutional Republic. Indeed, Mr.
Speaker, it is difficult to rule or exer-
cise moral leadership when there ap-
pears to be little moral authority.

So I offer these observations not to
stand and offer contentions for the
rules of the House, not to be provoca-
tive, but because the questions need
answers. Mr. Speaker, in that vein, for
the public good, not for partisan politi-
cal points, I would simply ask this
President, Mr. Speaker, to follow the
advice that Hubert Humphrey offered
nearly a quarter century ago. Because
these issues transcend partisan poli-
tics, these issues need to be answered.

Mr. Speaker, I gladly yield my re-
maining time to my colleague the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LATHAM).
f

TRIBUTE TO 185TH FIGHTER WING
OF THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD
Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I thank

the gentleman from Arizona for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the men and women of the Air National
Guard’s 185th Fighter Wing based out
of Sioux City, Iowa.

Last week, members of the 185th
began a month-long deployment to Ku-
wait to assist in the enforcement of the
no-fly zone over Iraq. Each member of
the 185th that is participating in this
mission has volunteered for this duty.
This nationally recognized group of
men and women are among the finest
of America’s defenders and
Siouxlanders are very proud to be rec-
ognized as their home base.

The 185th exemplifies the importance
of Guard and Reserve units throughout
this country in ensuring the readiness
of our Nation’s national defense. They
are men and women who unselfishly
take time away from their families and
their civilian roles in defense of free-
dom.

In addition to the members of the
185th, I would also like to recognize the
family members of the men and women
who serve in Guard and Reserve units.
Many times, the difficulty of their sac-
rifices of time away from their loved
ones is not properly acknowledged. I
want those families to know that we
are praying for a successful mission for
the 185th and for the safe return home
of their loved ones. Again, I want to
say we are praying for their safe return
from Kuwait.
f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until 2 p.m.

b 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

At a time when there are great op-
portunities to do the works of justice
and to show deeds of kindness, we pray
for the spiritual energy to do our work
and to be of service to every person. We
pray, O gracious God, for a strong faith
and for the enthusiasm to translate
that faith into action; we pray for wis-
dom so that we will have the discern-
ment to make good decisions; we pray
for a spirit of hope and for the everlast-
ing yearnings we have for a better Na-
tion and a world at peace. So on this
new day, O God, we are grateful for
your daily blessings and for your won-
drous gifts of grace. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Chair’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 5,
rule I, further proceedings on this ques-
tion will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MARKEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

ELECTION OF HON. RICHARD K.
ARMEY AS SPEAKER PRO TEM-
PORE ON TODAY

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
privileged resolution (H. Res. 386) elect-
ing the Honorable RICHARD K. ARMEY

of Texas to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

HOUSE RESOLUTION 386
Resolved, that the Honorable Richard K.

Armey, a Representative from the State of
Texas, be, and he is hereby, elected Speaker
pro tempore on this day.

SEC. 2. The Clerk of the House shall notify
the President and the Senate of the election
of the Honorable Richard K. Armey as
Speaker pro tempore during the absence of
the Speaker.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

SWEARING IN OF HON. RICHARD K.
ARMEY AS SPEAKER PRO TEM-
PORE DURING ABSENCE OF THE
SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. ARMEY) come forward
and take the oath of office.

Mr. ARMEY took the oath of office
administered to him by the Speaker, as
follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will
support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that you will
bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that you take this obligation
freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion, and that you will
well and faithfully discharge the duties
of the office on which you are about to
enter. So help you God.
f

PALESTINIAN WARNS SETTLERS

(Mr. PAPPAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, in today’s
New York Times an article appeared
entitled ‘‘Palestinian Warns Settlers,’’
and it says that the Palestinian secu-
rity chief in the West Bank warned
Jewish settlers today that they would
‘‘not leave alive’’ if they tried to at-
tack residents.

Mr. Speaker, we are in a very impor-
tant time in the history of the State of
Israel. Statements such as this cer-
tainly are not conducive to the peace
process, and I certainly hope that in
the future people in responsible posi-
tions such as this will not make these
kinds of statements.
f

SLUSH FUND ACCOUNTABILITY

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, last year
House Republicans created a $7.9 mil-
lion reserve fund for unanticipated
committee expenses. They always an-
ticipated, of course, spending the
money. What they could not anticipate
was which partisan witch-hunts they
would use it for.
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This cash stash is nothing but a slush

fund for GOP priorities. Committees
cook up schemes; if the Speaker ap-
proves, the Committee on House Over-
sight rubber stamps, and money flows.
There is no floor debate, no vote, and
no accountability. Millions have been
disbursed this way, and Republicans
are now scheming how to spend the $4
million left in the fund.

I have introduced legislation, Mr.
Speaker, requiring a House vote on fu-
ture payouts from the slush fund. If
Republicans want to waste public
money on partisan witch-hunts, they
should have to debate and vote in pub-
lic.

The majority loves to talk about ac-
countability. Let us see if they can put
the slush fund where their mouth is.
f

CHILD SURVIVAL

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to share the stories of a Kenyan doctor
who describes the use of U.S. funded
population control dollars in Africa.
Dr. Stephen Karanja states, ‘‘Our
health sector has collapsed. Thousands
of Kenyan people will die of malaria
whose treatment costs a few cents, in
health facilities whose stores are
stacked to the roof with millions of
dollars worth of pills, IUDs, Norplant
Depo-provera, most of which are sup-
plied with American money.’’

He goes on to say, ‘‘Some of these
contraceptives, like Depo-provera,
cause terrible side effects to the poor
people of Kenya, who do not even have
competent medical check-ups before
injection.’’

He continues, ‘‘A mother brought a
child to me for pneumonia, but I had
no penicillin to give the child. What I
have in the stores are cases of contra-
ceptives.’’

Colleagues, we should reexamine our
spending priorities. We are overfunding
family planning and underfunding
child survival. We should focus our ef-
forts on saving lives.
f

CARNAGE OF NAFTA GOES ON AND
ON

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
carnage of NAFTA goes on. Thompson
Electric is laying off a thousand work-
ers and moving to Mexico. Bass Shoe
Company is laying off 350 workers and
moving to the Caribbean. Mitsubishi
Electric is moving to Mexico. Matsui
Battery is moving to Mexico. Kobe
Steel is moving to Mexico. Sanyo Plas-
tics is moving to Mexico. Divisions of
Sony and Hitachi are moving to Mex-
ico. Asahi Glass is moving to Mexico.
And Fuji Electric is on their way to
Mexico. And not to be left behind in

America, Samsung of Korea is moving
to Mexico.

Free trade, my assets. The American
worker is getting screwed, and Uncle
Sam is passing out cigars. Beam me up.
If this is free trade, then I am a fashion
leader.

f

EVERY YEAR IS THE SAME; TAX
TAKERS ASK FOR MORE AND
MORE FROM TAXPAYERS

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, as
our country becomes increasingly di-
vided between taxpayers and tax tak-
ers, the taxpayers are starting to stand
up and tell their Representatives in
Washington that America will no
longer be the land of opportunity if the
current trend continues.

Just this month, USA Today had on
page 1 a chart showing the rising tax
burden on the taxpayers. And the most
interesting thing about the chart was
that the tax burden has been rising
steadily year after year for all fami-
lies. It is rising for families with one
income; it is rising for families with
two incomes.

Funny how those who claim it is
harder and harder for middle-class fam-
ilies to get ahead never seem to men-
tion that one of the biggest reasons
might be the rising tax burden. Funny
how they never tire in opposing tax
cuts on the grounds of fairness, and
they never seem to consider the fair-
ness towards the people who pay the
taxes that Uncle Sam takes, between
one-quarter and one-third of a middle-
class family’s income.

Every year it is the same old thing,
tax takers ask for more and more from
taxpayers, and every year the tax-
payers sacrifice a little more freedom
and find a little less opportunity in re-
turn.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). The Chair reminds all per-
sons in the gallery that they are here
as guests of the House, and that any
manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings is in violation
of the rules of the House.

f

DEMOCRATS PROPOSE TO EXPAND
MEDICARE COVERAGE FOR PEO-
PLE AGED 62 TO 64

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today in
my home State of Connecticut there
are over 30,000 people ages 55 to 64 who
are uninsured; 1 in every 10 individuals
in this age group. That is simply unac-
ceptable.

Democrats have a plan to help vul-
nerable uninsured Americans between
the ages of 55 and 64 obtain health cov-
erage under the Medicare program. The
Democratic proposal would make it
possible for those who are near retire-
ment age not to be wiped out by an ill-
ness because they do not have health
coverage. The program would expand
Medicare coverage for people ages 62 to
64, and displaced workers over 55 whose
employers renege on their promise of
retiree health benefits. The program is
self-financed and would not cost the
Medicare Trust Fund one dime.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Republican
colleagues to stop sending us home and
start scheduling action on important
issues like Medicare expansion. This
proposal would be a significant and an
important step toward ensuring that
those who are near retirement age
would not be without health coverage
if they had a serious illness.
f

CONGRESS MUST NOT RETURN TO
THE FAILED POLICIES OF THE
PAST

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, for
the first time in a generation, Congress
will spend less than it takes in this
year. We should take this good news
with a dose of caution. I am afraid that
President Clinton has a different opin-
ion. With surpluses in sight, he has de-
cided that the era of saying ‘‘the era of
big government is over’’ is over.

In his budget, the President proposes
85 new government initiatives costing
$150 billion over the next 5 years. He
pays for these programs with $129 bil-
lion in new taxes and user fees, raising
taxes to their highest level since 1945.
Even worse than that, the Clinton
budget falls out of balance next year
and breaks the spending caps of last
summer’s balanced budget agreement
by $69 billion.

The President’s budget is built with
higher taxes, deficit spending, bigger
government and broken promises. My
grandmother used to say, ‘‘If you al-
ways do what you have always done,
you will always get what you have al-
ways got.’’

In 3 short years we have cut taxes,
eliminated deficits and kept our prom-
ises. We must not now return to the
failed policies of the past.
f

FRESHMAN CAMPAIGN FINANCE
REFORM

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, the
Thompson report released last week
has confirmed what we all know; that
the integrity of our political system
has been undermined by the influence
of soft money.
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