H1856

BESTEA IS A GOOD BILL

(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, today
the House of Representatives will con-
sider H.R. 2400, the surface transpor-
tation bill known as BESTEA. | rise
today to simply say that BESTEA is a
good, bipartisan bill. It will provide
better, safer roads. It will provide new
and improved public transit systems. It
will improve air quality by reducing
traffic congestion and by promoting
public transit. It will provide good jobs
for middle-class Americans. It will en-
sure America’s future as a world leader
by maintaining and improving our
world class transportation system.

I strongly urge all of my colleagues
to vote to invest in America’s future
and vote in favor of H.R. 2400 today.

TAX REFORM NOW

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, a recent
survey asking Americans to rank the
least three desirable situations, re-
vealed the following: Number three was
being called by your boss and saying
you are fired. Number two, well, it was
going to lunch at a nice restaurant and
finding your spouse dining with an ex-
boyfriend or girlfriend. And the first
worst nightmare for Americans was
going to the mailbox and finding a let-
ter whose return address was the IRS.

These examples, think about it, while
graphic, illustrate the growing fear and
frustrations the American people have
with our tax system. April 1st is a day
that brings practical jokes to the
minds of many, yet the clock ticks on
toward April 15th, a day that brings
fear and paralysis to all working men
and women.

Mr. Speaker, only a few citizens are
left in this country who can do their
own taxes, and yet horror stories of
IRS abuse are still mounting. The time
to act is now. | urge my colleagues to
join me in the tax reform effort, to
make this the last April 1st where the
American taxpayers are made out to be
the fools.

HOUSE SHOULD DELAY PROPOSED
TRANSPLANT RULES

(Mr. BOSWELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity this
morning to bring forth the perilous
condition of one of my youngest con-
stituents, Mekenzie Lee of Ottumwa,
lowa, to your attention.

Little 5-year-old Mekenzie has liver
cancer and desperately needs a liver
transplant. Perhaps today, there are
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going to be proposed rules by HHS to
make a major modification to how this
system works.

While the stated purpose of the rule
is admirable and | strongly support ef-
forts to increase the donations, | fear
this rule may in fact result in a num-
ber of unintended consequences.

It will take the decisionmaking proc-
ess away from the physicians, those
who are the most skilled and proficient
to able to deal with this, who have got
the expertise, and put it into the hands
of some bureaucrats. Forcing a one-
size-fits-all is questionable to me.

I would ask that members join the ef-
forts to save Mekenzie and every trans-
plant patient like her who may be
harmed by this proposed rule by be-
coming a cosponsor, and delaying this
process for one year and give us time
to review it, to get input from the phy-
sicians and the places around the coun-
try that do this work, to be in play. So
please join me in cosponsoring H.R.
3584.

SUPPORT BESTEA

(Mr. COOK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, it is not
every day that we get to vote for legis-
lation that will directly and tangibly
improve the quality of life for every
single American. That is what
BESTEA does. BESTEA will repair and
rebuild the highways and roads Ameri-
cans use every day. BESTEA also re-
stores trust with the American people.

BESTEA does what no highway bill
has done in two decades; spends gas
taxes for its intended purposes.
BESTEA is also fiscally responsible. In
fact, it is paid for twice. First, it only
spends what the government takes in
in gas taxes. Second, much of it will be
offset by spending cuts.

Also, and often overlooked, BESTEA
will save more lives than any other leg-
islation we will act on this year.

This is a great bill for the future of
America, and | urge all my colleagues
to support it.

NEEDS OF NATIONAL SECURITY
BRAIN TRUST

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
Pentagon says China and Russia are
engaged in a nuclear arms race. They
say both China and Russia can hit
every city in America with a ballistic
missile.

Now, if that is not enough to cause
you to fall on your sword, the Penta-
gon further says Russia and China are
doing this with American dollars.

Unbelievable. Let us check this out.
China gets $60 billion in MFN from
Uncle Sam. Russia gets $15 billion in
foreign aid from Uncle Sam. In ex-
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change, Uncle Sam gets nuclear mis-
siles pointed at our cities, two tape
decks and three cases of vodka.

Beam me up. | say our national secu-
rity brain trust needs a proctologist on
staff.

EMERGENCY PHONES FOR
EMERGENCIES

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, this
morning while reading H.R. 4-1-98, |
found hidden deep in the Senate appro-
priations bill a $60,000 expenditure to
install telephones in the Members-only
Congressional bathrooms. That s
right, $60,000 for Members to conduct
business while doing their business.
Emergency phones for emergencies.

While Members have little time to
waste, Mr. Speaker, that does not
mean we have any more emergencies
than the next guy. And, what is worse,
this proposal calls for drilling holes in
the historic mahogany shoeshine chair,
which was donated to the House of
Representatives by the Woodrow Wil-
son estate.

Mr. Speaker, this is not good waste
management. Let us see this proposal,
H.R. 4-1-98, for the joke that it is, or
we would be a bunch of April fools.

DISARMING DRUNK DRIVERS

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
was saddened that the Republican lead-
ership, which Monday killed a chance
for a vote on meaningful campaign
spending reform, breaking Speaker
GINGRICH’s promise, last night voted to
deny the House even the right to vote
on the .08 provisions so passionately
supported by the Mothers Against
Drunk Drivers volunteers.

Fortunately, there is one element to
reduce the carnage of repeat drunk
drivers on our roads: Taking away
their cars. Modeled on a program |
started in Portland, which dramati-
cally reduced the rate of repeat drunk
drivers and is now used from North
Carolina to Anchorage, H.R. 2400 pro-
vides incentives for all States to dis-
arm these people who have no right on
the road.

Take away the cars of repeat drunk
drivers. Use these provisions to save
the lives of American families.

GIVING HIGHWAY MONEY BACK TO
THE STATES

(Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington.
Mr. Speaker, each day in every rural
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community and in every bustling com-
munity across this Nation, families
pull up to the gas tank, fill their tank
with gas, and pay 18 cents a gallon to
the Federal Government for transpor-
tation projects. But, unfortunately,
each year Congress has allocated near-
ly a third less of the money than they
have paid for the transportation
projects.

Many of us stood up against that last
year, even in the budget. We would not
vote for the general budget, and we
would not vote for the transportation
budget, because the plan was to take
$65 billion out of the money that was to
come back to the communities for
their safe roads, and we held out.

Today we are going to have a vote to
put the money back. We are going to
have a vote to put the money back into
communities for safe roads. Anybody
who says they are for families and does
not do something about the transpor-
tation projects is dooming them to
spending hours in their cars instead of
being home with their families.

The vote today is good. It is about
the projects our communities need;
about projects they need to keep their
families safe and which will allow them
to spend time with their families.

PRIORITY LEGISLATION NOT
BEING PASSED

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, when
the gentleman from Georgia (Speaker
GINGRICH) promised a fair and open de-
bate on campaign finance reform, it
must have been an April Fools’ joke.
Unfortunately, it was not the only joke
the GOP has played on the American
people.

In the 40 legislative days that this
body has been in session this year, the
House has failed to pass bills that the
Republican leadership claimed were
priorities. The American people have
had no disaster relief, no IRS reform,
no budget resolution and no campaign
finance reform.
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In addition, the Republicans have
completely ignored other issues that
the American public are clamoring for
action on. They have had no managed
care reform, and there is bipartisan
support for managed care reform, no
bills to improve our public schools, and
no minimum wage increase.

Mr. Speaker, | only wish | could say
this was an April Fools’ joke. But it
looks like the joke is on us and the
American people.

BESTEA WILL CREATE JOBS, KEEP

NATION COMPETITIVE, AND
SAVE LIVES
(Mr. LATOURETTE asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker,
over 40 years ago, President Eisen-
hower made a deal with the American
public. If folks would pay gasoline
taxes when they bought gas, the gov-
ernment would build and maintain
highways so that they could travel to
work, so that we could maintain our
position in the world and move goods
to market, and so that Americans
could travel with their families on safe
transportation systems.

Sadly, during the 1960s, when the uni-
fied budget was used to hide the cost of
the Vietnam conflict, the trust fund,
and | want to emphasize the word
“trust” fund, was used to mask the size
of that overspending. Since that time,
we have failed to keep faith with the
Americans who pay the tax with the
expectation that we will keep that deal
made so long ago.

Today, we have the opportunity to
keep the contract with the American
public by passing BESTEA. BESTEA
will create jobs, it will keep our Nation
competitive, and it will save lives.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, there is
criticism in some quarters that
BESTEA falls outside the budget deal
of last year. The Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure has
worked hard to make sure that
BESTEA not only comes within those
budget caps but also restores truth in
budgeting. It says that the Highway
Trust Fund is a contract with the
American people, and today we in this
House must force Washington to keep
its end of the bargain.

PASS BESTEA BILL AND INVEST
IN NATION’S ECONOMY

(Mr. MASCARA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, one
thing that get lost in the debate on
BESTEA is the importance of our Na-
tion’s highway system. Nearly $6 tril-
lion worth of goods are shipped each
year over our country’s highways. Sev-
enty-five percent of the total value of
our Nation’s commodities are shipped
interstate over our national highway
system.

Our economy depends heavily on our
transportation system. Yet we are
watching it while it crumbles. Our
country has long neglected its infra-
structure needs. The condition of our
roads and highways continue to de-
cline.

The Department of Transportation
estimates that 59 percent of the Na-
tion’s highways are in disrepair. These
road conditions, poor road conditions,
cost American drivers over $23 billion a
year, or equivalent to $132 for each
driver.

Traffic on our highways has more
than doubled in the past 25 years, while
new road construction has stagnated.
It is time to invest in our Nation’s in-
frastructure. It is time to fix our roads.
Join me in voting for H.R. 2400 and in-
vest in our Nation’s economy.
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DOLLARS TO THE CLASSROOM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, can we talk
about education in this country with-
out talking about the most important
recipients of education, our Kkids?
Someone should explain to us how Fed-
eral studies like ‘“‘Channeling Your
Donna Reed Syndrome’ or ‘‘Cement,
the Concrete Experience’”’, even studies
on researchers researching their re-
search techniques have anything to do
with kids learning their ABCs or basic
skills. This is exactly the kind of waste
that is produced in the bloated bu-
reaucracy here in Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, instead of sending our
Federal tax dollars to parents, teachers
and local educators, the dollars get lost
in the abyss of the bureaucracy and on
Federal studies. The Committee on
Education and the Workforce estimates
that, on the average, only 65 cents of
every Federal education dollar gets
into the classroom.

We now have the opportunity to send
our Federal education tax dollars di-
rectly to the classrooms of the Nation.
The Dollars to the Classroom Act en-
sures that 95 cents of every Federal
education dollar goes directly to the
classroom, to the hands of someone
who knows your child’s name. Mr.
Speaker, this means microscopes, com-
puters, books and not bureaucrats. Let
us send the dollars to the classroom.

DEMOCRATS UNVEIL MANAGED
CARE REFORM LEGISLATION

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today is
April Fool’s Day; and so it seems ap-
propriate that the Republican leader-
ship is having a rally to celebrate the
achievements of the GOP Congress be-
fore Members leave Washington for the
recess.

The Republican Congress has simply
wasted time in 1998, producing no re-
sults to improve the lives of the aver-
age working American. Important
issues like managed care reform, Medi-
care expansion for those 55 to 64, a
minimum wage increase, school mod-
ernization and reduced class size have
simply been neglected.

Democrats and President Clinton
have prioritized these issues because
they know they are important to the
American people and will improve the
quality of their lives. Just yesterday,
Democrats unveiled their managed
care reform legislative proposal with
President Clinton’s strong backing.
But the Republican leadership, they
just want to go home. They are incapa-
ble of addressing the issues of real con-
cern to working Americans.

SUPPORT THE BESTEA BILL

(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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