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So (two-thirds not having voted in
favor thereof) the joint resolution was
not passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid upon
the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ISTOOK. Mr. Speaker, I regret could not
be present to vote for the Tax Limitation
Amendment. I am attending a special family
milestone—my oldest son’s graduation from
college. Had I been present I would have
voted AYE.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. 1150,
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EX-
TENSION, AND EDUCATION RE-
FORM ACT OF 1998

Mr. SMITH of Oregon submitted the
following conference report and state-
ment on the Senate bill (S. 1150) to en-
sure that federally funded agricultural
research, extension, and education ad-

dress high-priority concerns with na-
tional or multistate significance, to re-
form, extend, and eliminate certain ag-
ricultural research programs, and for
other purposes:

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 105–492)
The committee of conference on the dis-

agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the House to the bill (S. 1150),
to ensure that federally funded agricultural
research, extension, and education address
high-priority concerns with national or
multistate significance, to reform, extend,
and eliminate certain agricultural research
programs, and for other purposes, having
met, after full and free conference, have
agreed to recommend and do recommend to
their respective Houses as follows:

That the Senate recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the House and
agree to the same with an amendment as fol-
lows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the House amendment, insert the
following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Education Reform Act of 1998’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.
Sec. 3. Short titles for Smith-Lever Act and

Hatch Act of 1887.

TITLE I—PRIORITIES, SCOPE, REVIEW,
AND COORDINATION OF AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDU-
CATION

Sec. 101. Standards for Federal funding of agri-
cultural research, extension, and
education.

Sec. 102. Priority setting process.
Sec. 103. Relevance and merit of agricultural

research, extension, and edu-
cation funded by the Department.

Sec. 104. Research formula funds for 1862 Insti-
tutions.

Sec. 105. Extension formula funds for 1862 In-
stitutions.

Sec. 106. Research facilities.

TITLE II—REFORM OF EXISTING AGRICUL-
TURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND
EDUCATION AUTHORITIES

Subtitle A—Smith-Lever Act and Hatch Act of
1887

Sec. 201. Cooperative agricultural extension
work by 1862, 1890, and 1994 Insti-
tutions.

Sec. 202. Plans of work to address critical re-
search and extension issues and
use of protocols to measure suc-
cess of plans.

Sec. 203. Consistent matching funds require-
ments under Hatch Act of 1887
and Smith-Lever Act.

Sec. 204. Integration of research and extension.

Subtitle B—Competitive, Special, and
Facilities Research Grant Act

Sec. 211. Competitive grants.
Sec. 212. Special grants.

Subtitle C—National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977

Sec. 221. Definitions regarding agricultural re-
search, extension, and education.

Sec. 222. Advisory Board.
Sec. 223. Grants and fellowships for food and

agricultural sciences education.
Sec. 224. Policy research centers.
Sec. 225. Plans of work for 1890 Institutions to

address critical research and ex-
tension issues and use of protocols
to measure success of plans.

Sec. 226. Matching funds requirement for re-
search and extension activities at
1890 Institutions.

Sec. 227. International research, extension, and
teaching.

Sec. 228. United States-Mexico joint agricul-
tural research.

Sec. 229. Competitive grants for international
agricultural science and edu-
cation programs.

Sec. 230. General administrative costs.
Sec. 231. Expansion of authority to enter into

cost-reimbursable agreements.
Subtitle D—Food, Agriculture, Conservation,

and Trade Act of 1990
Sec. 241. Agricultural Genome Initiative.
Sec. 242. High-priority research and extension

initiatives.
Sec. 243. Nutrient management research and ex-

tension initiative.
Sec. 244. Organic agriculture research and ex-

tension initiative.
Sec. 245. Agricultural telecommunications pro-

gram.
Sec. 246. Assistive technology program for farm-

ers with disabilities.
Subtitle E—Other Laws

Sec. 251. Equity in Educational Land-Grant
Status Act of 1994.

Sec. 252. Fund for Rural America.
Sec. 253. Forest and rangeland renewable re-

sources research.
TITLE III—EXTENSION OR REPEAL OF AG-

RICULTURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION,
AND EDUCATION AUTHORITIES

Sec. 301. Extensions.
Sec. 302. Repeals.
TITLE IV—NEW AGRICULTURAL RE-

SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDUCATION
INITIATIVES

Sec. 401. Initiative for Future Agriculture and
Food Systems.

Sec. 402. Partnerships for high-value agricul-
tural product quality research.

Sec. 403. Precision agriculture.
Sec. 404. Biobased products.
Sec. 405. Thomas Jefferson Initiative for Crop

Diversification.
Sec. 406. Integrated research, education, and

extension competitive grants pro-
gram.

Sec. 407. Coordinated program of research, ex-
tension, and education to improve
viability of small and medium size
dairy, livestock, and poultry oper-
ations.

Sec. 408. Support for research regarding dis-
eases of wheat and barley caused
by Fusarium graminearum.

TITLE V—AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM
ADJUSTMENTS

Subtitle A—Food Stamp Program
Sec. 501. Reductions in funding of employment

and training programs.
Sec. 502. Reductions in payments for adminis-

trative costs.
Sec. 503. Extension of eligibility period for refu-

gees and certain other qualified
aliens from 5 to 7 years.

Sec. 504. Food stamp eligibility for certain dis-
abled aliens.

Sec. 505. Food stamp eligibility for certain Indi-
ans.

Sec. 506. Food stamp eligibility for certain el-
derly individuals.

Sec. 507. Food stamp eligibility for certain chil-
dren.

Sec. 508. Food stamp eligibility for certain
Hmong and Highland Laotians.

Sec. 509. Conforming amendments.
Sec. 510. Effective dates.
Subtitle B—Information Technology Funding
Sec. 521. Information technology funding.

Subtitle C—Crop Insurance
Sec. 531. Funding.
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Sec. 532. Budgetary offsets.
Sec. 533. Procedures for responding to certain

inquiries.
Sec. 534. Time period for responding to submis-

sion of new policies.
Sec. 535. Crop insurance study.
Sec. 536. Required terms and conditions of

Standard Reinsurance Agree-
ments.

Sec. 537. Effective date.
TITLE VI—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—Existing Authorities
Sec. 601. Retention and use of fees.
Sec. 602. Office of Energy Policy and New Uses.
Sec. 603. Kiwifruit research, promotion, and

consumer information program.
Sec. 604. Food Animal Residue Avoidance Data-

base program.
Sec. 605. Honey research, promotion, and con-

sumer information.
Sec. 606. Technical corrections.

Subtitle B—New Authorities
Sec. 611. Nutrient composition data.
Sec. 612. National Swine Research Center.
Sec. 613. Role of Secretary regarding food and

agricultural sciences research and
extension.

Sec. 614. Office of Pest Management Policy.
Sec. 615. Food Safety Research Information Of-

fice and National Conference.
Sec. 616. Safe food handling education.
Sec. 617. Reimbursement of expenses incurred

under Sheep Promotion, Research,
and Information Act of 1994.

Sec. 618. Designation of Crisis Management
Team within Department.

Sec. 619. Designation of Kika de la Garza Sub-
tropical Agricultural Research
Center, Weslaco, Texas.
Subtitle C—Studies

Sec. 631. Evaluation and assessment of agricul-
tural research, extension, and
education programs.

Sec. 632. Study of federally funded agricultural
research, extension, and edu-
cation.

Subtitle D—Senses of Congress
Sec. 641. Sense of Congress regarding Agricul-

tural Research Service emphasis
on field research regarding methyl
bromide alternatives.

Sec. 642. Sense of Congress regarding impor-
tance of school-based agricultural
education.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.
In this Act:
(1) 1862 INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘1862 Institu-

tion’’ means a college or university eligible to re-
ceive funds under the Act of July 2, 1862 (12
Stat. 503, chapter 130; 7 U.S.C. 301 et seq.).

(2) 1890 INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘1890 Institu-
tion’’ means a college or university eligible to re-
ceive funds under the Act of August 30, 1890 (26
Stat. 419, chapter 841; 7 U.S.C. 321 et seq.), in-
cluding Tuskegee University.

(3) 1994 INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘1994 Institu-
tion’’ means 1 of the 1994 Institutions (as de-
fined in section 532 of the Equity in Educational
Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–
382; 7 U.S.C. 301 note)) (as amended by section
251(a)).

(4) ADVISORY BOARD.—The term ‘‘Advisory
Board’’ means the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, Education, and Economics
Advisory Board established under section 1408
of the National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C.
3123).

(5) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Agriculture.

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.
SEC. 3. SHORT TITLES FOR SMITH-LEVER ACT

AND HATCH ACT OF 1887.
(a) SMITH-LEVER ACT.—The Act of May 8,

1914 (commonly known as the ‘‘Smith-Lever

Act’’) (38 Stat. 372, chapter 79; 7 U.S.C. 341 et
seq.), is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:
‘‘SEC. 11. SHORT TITLE.

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Smith-Lever
Act’.’’.

(b) HATCH ACT OF 1887.—The Act of March 2,
1887 (commonly known as the ‘‘Hatch Act of
1887’’) (24 Stat. 440, chapter 314; 7 U.S.C. 361a et
seq.), is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:
‘‘SEC. 10. SHORT TITLE.

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Hatch Act of
1887’.’’.
TITLE I—PRIORITIES, SCOPE, REVIEW,

AND COORDINATION OF AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDU-
CATION

SEC. 101. STANDARDS FOR FEDERAL FUNDING OF
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EXTEN-
SION, AND EDUCATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure
that agricultural research, extension, or edu-
cation activities described in subsection (b) ad-
dress a concern that—

(1) is a priority, as determined under section
102(a); and

(2) has national, multistate, or regional sig-
nificance.

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsection (a) applies to—
(1) research activities conducted by the Agri-

cultural Research Service; and
(2) research, extension, or education activities

administered, on a competitive basis, by the Co-
operative State Research, Education, and Ex-
tension Service.
SEC. 102. PRIORITY SETTING PROCESS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Consistent with section
1402 of the National Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3101), the Secretary shall establish prior-
ities for agricultural research, extension, and
education activities conducted or funded by the
Department.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF SECRETARY.—In es-
tablishing priorities for agricultural research,
extension, and education activities conducted or
funded by the Department, the Secretary shall
solicit and consider input and recommendations
from persons who conduct or use agricultural
research, extension, or education.

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES OF 1862, 1890, AND 1994
INSTITUTIONS.—

(1) PROCESS.—Effective October 1, 1999, to ob-
tain agricultural research, extension, or edu-
cation formula funds from the Secretary, each
1862 Institution, 1890 Institution, and 1994 Insti-
tution shall establish and implement a process
for obtaining input from persons who conduct or
use agricultural research, extension, or edu-
cation concerning the use of the funds.

(2) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pro-
mulgate regulations that prescribe—

(A) the requirements for an institution re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) to comply with para-
graph (1); and

(B) the consequences for an institution of not
complying with paragraph (1), which may in-
clude the withholding or redistribution of funds
to which the institution may be entitled until
the institution complies with paragraph (1).

(d) MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES.—To the maxi-
mum extent practicable, the Secretary shall en-
sure that federally supported and conducted ag-
ricultural research, extension, and education
activities are accomplished in a manner that—

(1) integrates agricultural research, extension,
and education functions to better link research
to technology transfer and information dissemi-
nation activities;

(2) encourages regional and multistate pro-
grams to address relevant issues of common con-
cern and to better leverage scarce resources; and

(3) achieves agricultural research, extension,
and education objectives through multi-institu-
tional and multifunctional approaches and by
conducting research at facilities and institutions
best equipped to achieve those objectives.

SEC. 103. RELEVANCE AND MERIT OF AGRICUL-
TURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND
EDUCATION FUNDED BY THE DE-
PARTMENT.

(a) REVIEW OF COOPERATIVE STATE RESEARCH,
EDUCATION, AND EXTENSION SERVICE.—

(1) PEER REVIEW OF RESEARCH GRANTS.—The
Secretary shall establish procedures that provide
for scientific peer review of each agricultural re-
search grant administered, on a competitive
basis, by the Cooperative State Research, Edu-
cation, and Extension Service of the Depart-
ment.

(2) MERIT REVIEW OF EXTENSION AND EDU-
CATION GRANTS.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCEDURES.—The
Secretary shall establish procedures that provide
for merit review of each agricultural extension
or education grant administered, on a competi-
tive basis, by the Cooperative State Research,
Education, and Extension Service.

(B) CONSULTATION WITH ADVISORY BOARD.—
The Secretary shall consult with the Advisory
Board in establishing the merit review proce-
dures.

(b) ADVISORY BOARD REVIEW.—On an annual
basis, the Advisory Board shall review—

(1) the relevance to the priorities established
under section 102(a) of the funding of all agri-
cultural research, extension, or education ac-
tivities conducted or funded by the Department;
and

(2) the adequacy of the funding.
(c) REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS.—
(1) REVIEW RESULTS.—As soon as practicable

after the review is conducted under subsection
(b) for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall consider
the results of the review when formulating each
request for proposals, and evaluating proposals,
involving an agricultural research, extension, or
education activity funded, on a competitive
basis, by the Department.

(2) INPUT.—In formulating a request for pro-
posals described in paragraph (1) for a fiscal
year, the Secretary shall solicit and consider
input from persons who conduct or use agricul-
tural research, extension, or education regard-
ing the prior year’s request for proposals.

(d) SCIENTIFIC PEER REVIEW OF AGRICUL-
TURAL RESEARCH.—

(1) PEER REVIEW PROCEDURES.—The Secretary
shall establish procedures that ensure scientific
peer review of all research activities conducted
by the Department.

(2) REVIEW PANEL REQUIRED.—As part of the
procedures established under paragraph (1), a
review panel shall verify, at least once every 5
years, that each research activity of the Depart-
ment and research conducted under each re-
search program of the Department has scientific
merit and relevance.

(3) MISSION AREA.—If the research activity or
program to be reviewed is included in the re-
search, educational, and economics mission area
of the Department, the review panel shall con-
sider—

(A) the scientific merit and relevance of the
activity or research in light of the priorities es-
tablished pursuant to section 102; and

(B) the national or multistate significance of
the activity or research.

(4) COMPOSITION OF REVIEW PANEL.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—A review panel shall be com-

posed of individuals with scientific expertise, a
majority of whom are not employees of the agen-
cy whose research is being reviewed.

(B) SCIENTISTS FROM COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES.—To the maximum extent practicable, the
Secretary shall use scientists from colleges and
universities to serve on the review panels.

(5) SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—The results of
the panel reviews shall be submitted to the Advi-
sory Board.

(e) MERIT REVIEW.—
(1) 1862 AND 1890 INSTITUTIONS.—Effective Oc-

tober 1, 1999, to be eligible to obtain agricultural
research or extension funds from the Secretary
for an activity, each 1862 Institution and 1890
Institution shall—
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(A) establish a process for merit review of the

activity; and
(B) review the activity in accordance with the

process.
(2) 1994 INSTITUTIONS.—Effective October 1,

1999, to be eligible to obtain agricultural exten-
sion funds from the Secretary for an activity,
each 1994 Institution shall—

(A) establish a process for merit review of the
activity; and

(B) review the activity in accordance with the
process.

(f) REPEAL OF PROVISIONS FOR WITHHOLDING
FUNDS.—

(1) SMITH-LEVER ACT.—Section 6 of the Smith-
Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 346) is repealed.

(2) HATCH ACT OF 1887.—Section 7 of the Hatch
Act of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361g) is amended by strik-
ing the last paragraph.

(3) NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EX-
TENSION, AND TEACHING POLICY ACT OF 1977.—
The National Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 is amended—

(A) in section 1444 (7 U.S.C. 3221)—
(i) by striking subsection (f); and
(ii) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-

section (f);
(B) in section 1445(g) (7 U.S.C. 3222(g)), by

striking paragraph (3); and
(C) by striking section 1468 (7 U.S.C. 3314).

SEC. 104. RESEARCH FORMULA FUNDS FOR 1862
INSTITUTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the Hatch Act
of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361c) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)—
(A) by redesignating paragraphs 1, 2, 3, and 5

as paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4), respectively;
and

(B) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(3) Not less than 25 percent shall be allotted
to the States for cooperative research employing
multidisciplinary approaches in which a State
agricultural experiment station, working with
another State agricultural experiment station,
the Agricultural Research Service, or a college
or university, cooperates to solve problems that
concern more than 1 State. The funds available
under this paragraph, together with the funds
available under subsection (b) for a similar pur-
pose, shall be designated as the ‘Multistate Re-
search Fund, State Agricultural Experiment
Stations’.’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(h) PEER REVIEW AND PLAN OF WORK.—
‘‘(1) PEER REVIEW.—Research carried out

under subsection (c)(3) shall be subject to sci-
entific peer review. The review of a project con-
ducted under this paragraph shall be considered
to satisfy the merit review requirements of sec-
tion 103(e) of the Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Education Reform Act of 1998.

‘‘(2) PLAN OF WORK.—The State shall include
in the plan of work of the State required under
section 7 a description of the manner in which
the State will meet the requirements of sub-
section (c)(3).’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 3 of
the Hatch Act of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361c) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section 3(c)(3)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection
(c)(3)’’; and

(2) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘subsection
3(c)3’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)(3)’’.
SEC. 105. EXTENSION FORMULA FUNDS FOR 1862

INSTITUTIONS.
Section 3 of the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343)

is amended by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(h) MULTISTATE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

ACTIVITIES.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less than the applicable

percentage specified under paragraph (2) of the
amounts that are paid to a State under sub-
sections (b) and (c) during a fiscal year shall be
expended by States for cooperative extension ac-
tivities in which 2 or more States cooperate to

solve problems that concern more than 1 State
(referred to in this subsection as ‘multistate ac-
tivities’).

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGES.—
‘‘(A) 1997 EXPENDITURES ON MULTISTATE AC-

TIVITIES.—Of the Federal formula funds that
were paid to each State for fiscal year 1997
under subsections (b) and (c), the Secretary of
Agriculture shall determine the percentage that
the State expended for multistate activities.

‘‘(B) REQUIRED EXPENDITURES ON MULTISTATE
ACTIVITIES.—Of the Federal formula funds that
are paid to each State for fiscal year 2000 and
each subsequent fiscal year under subsections
(b) and (c), the State shall expend for the fiscal
year for multistate activities a percentage that is
at least equal to the lesser of—

‘‘(i) 25 percent; or
‘‘(ii) twice the percentage for the State deter-

mined under subparagraph (A).
‘‘(C) REDUCTION BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-

retary may reduce the minimum percentage re-
quired to be expended for multistate activities
under subparagraph (B) by a State in a case of
hardship, infeasibility, or other similar cir-
cumstance beyond the control of the State, as
determined by the Secretary.

‘‘(D) PLAN OF WORK.—The State shall include
in the plan of work of the State required under
section 4 a description of the manner in which
the State will meet the requirements of this
paragraph.

‘‘(3) APPLICABILITY.—This subsection does not
apply to funds provided—

‘‘(A) by a State or local government pursuant
to a matching requirement;

‘‘(B) to a 1994 Institution (as defined in sec-
tion 532 of the Equity in Educational Land-
Grant Status Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–382; 7
U.S.C. 301 note)); or

‘‘(C) to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, or Guam.

‘‘(i) MERIT REVIEW.—
‘‘(1) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Effective October 1,

1999, extension activity carried out under sub-
section (h) shall be subject to merit review.

‘‘(2) OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—An extension ac-
tivity for which merit review is conducted under
paragraph (1) shall be considered to have satis-
fied the requirements for review under section
103(e) of the Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Education Reform Act of 1998.’’.
SEC. 106. RESEARCH FACILITIES.

(a) CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL.—Section
3(c)(2)(C)(ii) of the Research Facilities Act (7
U.S.C. 390a(c)(2)(C)(ii)) is amended by striking
‘‘regional needs’’ and inserting ‘‘national or
multistate needs’’.

(b) NATIONAL OR MULTISTATE NEEDS SERVED
BY ARS FACILITIES.—Section 3 of the Research
Facilities Act (7 U.S.C. 390a) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

‘‘(e) NATIONAL OR MULTISTATE NEEDS SERVED
BY ARS FACILITIES.—The Secretary shall ensure
that each research activity conducted by a facil-
ity of the Agricultural Research Service serves a
national or multistate need.’’.

(c) 10-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN.—Section 4(d) of
the Research Facilities Act (7 U.S.C. 390b(d)) is
amended by striking ‘‘regional’’ and inserting
‘‘multistate’’.

(d) COMPREHENSIVE RESEARCH CAPACITY.—
Section 4 of the Research Facilities Act (7 U.S.C.
390b) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(g) COMPREHENSIVE RESEARCH CAPACITY.—
After submission of the 10-year strategic plan re-
quired under subsection (d), the Secretary shall
continue to review periodically each operating
agricultural research facility constructed in
whole or in part with Federal funds, and each
planned agricultural research facility proposed
to be constructed in whole or in part with Fed-
eral funds, pursuant to criteria established by
the Secretary, to ensure that a comprehensive
research capacity is maintained.’’.

TITLE II—REFORM OF EXISTING AGRICUL-
TURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND
EDUCATION AUTHORITIES

Subtitle A—Smith-Lever Act and Hatch Act of
1887

SEC. 201. COOPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL EXTEN-
SION WORK BY 1862, 1890, AND 1994
INSTITUTIONS.

Section 3(b)(3) of the Smith-Lever Act (7
U.S.C. 343(b)(3)) is amended in the last sentence
by striking ‘‘State institutions’’ and all that fol-
lows through the period at the end and insert-
ing ‘‘1994 Institutions (in accordance with regu-
lations that the Secretary may promulgate) and
may be administered by the 1994 Institutions
through cooperative agreements with colleges
and universities eligible to receive funds under
the Act of July 2, 1862 (12 Stat. 503, chapter 130;
7 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), or the Act of August 30,
1890 (26 Stat. 419, chapter 841; 7 U.S.C. 321 et
seq.), including Tuskegee University, located in
any State.’’.
SEC. 202. PLANS OF WORK TO ADDRESS CRITICAL

RESEARCH AND EXTENSION ISSUES
AND USE OF PROTOCOLS TO MEAS-
URE SUCCESS OF PLANS.

(a) SMITH-LEVER ACT.—Section 4 of the
Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 344) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘SEC. 4.’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing:
‘‘SEC. 4. ASCERTAINMENT OF ENTITLEMENT OF

STATE TO FUNDS; TIME AND MAN-
NER OF PAYMENT; STATE REPORT-
ING REQUIREMENTS; PLANS OF
WORK.

‘‘(a) ASCERTAINMENT OF ENTITLEMENT.—’’;
(2) in the last sentence, by striking ‘‘Such

sums’’ and inserting the following:
‘‘(b) TIME AND MANNER OF PAYMENT; RELAT-

ED REPORTS.—The amount to which a State is
entitled’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(c) REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO PLAN OF

WORK.—Each extension plan of work for a State
required under subsection (a) shall contain de-
scriptions of the following:

‘‘(1) The critical short-term, intermediate, and
long-term agricultural issues in the State and
the current and planned extension programs
and projects targeted to address the issues.

‘‘(2) The process established to consult with
extension users regarding the identification of
critical agricultural issues in the State and the
development of extension programs and projects
targeted to address the issues.

‘‘(3) The efforts made to identify and collabo-
rate with other colleges and universities within
the State, and within other States, that have a
unique capacity to address the identified agri-
cultural issues in the State and the extent of
current and emerging efforts (including regional
efforts) to work with those other institutions.

‘‘(4) The manner in which research and exten-
sion, including research and extension activities
funded other than through formula funds, will
cooperate to address the critical issues in the
State, including the activities to be carried out
separately, the activities to be carried out se-
quentially, and the activities to be carried out
jointly.

‘‘(5) The education and outreach programs al-
ready underway to convey available research
results that are pertinent to a critical agricul-
tural issue, including efforts to encourage multi-
county cooperation in the dissemination of re-
search results.

‘‘(d) EXTENSION PROTOCOLS.—
‘‘(1) DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary of Agri-

culture shall develop protocols to be used to
evaluate the success of multistate, multi-institu-
tional, and multidisciplinary extension activities
and joint research and extension activities in
addressing critical agricultural issues identified
in the plans of work submitted under subsection
(a).

‘‘(2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall develop the protocols in consulta-
tion with the National Agricultural Research,
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Extension, Education, and Economics Advisory
Board established under section 1408 of the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3123) and
land-grant colleges and universities.

‘‘(e) TREATMENT OF PLANS OF WORK FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.—To the maximum extent
practicable, the Secretary shall consider a plan
of work submitted under subsection (a) to sat-
isfy other appropriate Federal reporting require-
ments.’’.

(b) HATCH ACT OF 1887.—Section 7 of the
Hatch Act of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361g) (as amended
by section 103(f)(2)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘SEC. 7.’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing:
‘‘SEC. 7. DUTIES OF SECRETARY; ASCERTAIN-

MENT OF ENTITLEMENT OF STATE
TO FUNDS; PLANS OF WORK.

‘‘(a) DUTIES OF SECRETARY.—’’;
(2) by striking ‘‘On or before’’ and inserting

the following:
‘‘(b) ASCERTAINMENT OF ENTITLEMENT.—On or

before’’;
(3) by striking ‘‘Whenever it shall appear’’

and inserting the following:
‘‘(c) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO EXPEND FULL AL-

LOTMENT.—Whenever it shall appear’’; and
(4) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(d) PLAN OF WORK REQUIRED.—Before funds

may be provided to a State under this Act for
any fiscal year, a plan of work to be carried out
under this Act shall be submitted by the proper
officials of the State and shall be approved by
the Secretary of Agriculture.

‘‘(e) REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO PLAN OF
WORK.—Each plan of work for a State required
under subsection (d) shall contain descriptions
of the following:

‘‘(1) The critical short-term, intermediate, and
long-term agricultural issues in the State and
the current and planned research programs and
projects targeted to address the issues.

‘‘(2) The process established to consult with
users of agricultural research regarding the
identification of critical agricultural issues in
the State and the development of research pro-
grams and projects targeted to address the
issues.

‘‘(3) The efforts made to identify and collabo-
rate with other colleges and universities within
the State, and within other States, that have a
unique capacity to address the identified agri-
cultural issues in the State and the extent of
current and emerging efforts (including regional
efforts) to work with those other institutions.

‘‘(4) The manner in which research and exten-
sion, including research and extension activities
funded other than through formula funds, will
cooperate to address the critical issues in the
State, including the activities to be carried out
separately, the activities to be carried out se-
quentially, and the activities to be carried out
jointly.

‘‘(f) RESEARCH PROTOCOLS.—
‘‘(1) DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary of Agri-

culture shall develop protocols to be used to
evaluate the success of multistate, multi-institu-
tional, and multidisciplinary research activities
and joint research and extension activities in
addressing critical agricultural issues identified
in the plans of work submitted under subsection
(d).

‘‘(2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall develop the protocols in consulta-
tion with the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, Education, and Economics Advisory
Board established under section 1408 of the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3123) and
land-grant colleges and universities.

‘‘(g) TREATMENT OF PLANS OF WORK FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.—To the maximum extent
practicable, the Secretary shall consider a plan
of work submitted under subsection (d) to sat-
isfy other appropriate Federal reporting require-
ments.’’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section take effect on October 1, 1999.

SEC. 203. CONSISTENT MATCHING FUNDS RE-
QUIREMENTS UNDER HATCH ACT OF
1887 AND SMITH-LEVER ACT.

(a) HATCH ACT OF 1887.—Section 3 of the
Hatch Act of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361c) is amended by
striking subsection (d) and inserting the follow-
ing:

‘‘(d) MATCHING FUNDS.—
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—No allotment shall be

made to a State under subsection (b) or (c), and
no payments from the allotment shall be made to
a State, in excess of the amount that the State
makes available out of non-Federal funds for
agricultural research and for the establishment
and maintenance of facilities for the perform-
ance of the research.

‘‘(2) FAILURE TO PROVIDE MATCHING FUNDS.—
If a State fails to comply with the requirement
to provide matching funds for a fiscal year
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall withhold from payment to the
State for that fiscal year an amount equal to the
difference between—

‘‘(A) the amount that would be allotted and
paid to the State under subsections (b) and (c)
(if the full amount of matching funds were pro-
vided by the State); and

‘‘(B) the amount of matching funds actually
provided by the State.

‘‘(3) REAPPORTIONMENT.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri-

culture shall reapportion amounts withheld
under paragraph (2) for a fiscal year among the
States satisfying the matching requirement for
that fiscal year.

‘‘(B) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—Any reappor-
tionment of funds under this paragraph shall be
subject to the matching requirement specified in
paragraph (1).’’.

(b) SMITH-LEVER ACT.—Section 3 of the
Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)—
(A) by redesignating paragraphs 1 and 2 as

paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively; and
(B) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated), by

striking ‘‘census: Provided, That payments’’
and all that follows through ‘‘Provided further,
That any’’ and inserting ‘‘census. Any’’; and

(2) by striking subsections (e) and (f) and in-
serting the following:

‘‘(e) MATCHING FUNDS.—
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided in

subsection (f), no allotment shall be made to a
State under subsection (b) or (c), and no pay-
ments from the allotment shall be made to a
State, in excess of the amount that the State
makes available out of non-Federal funds for
cooperative extension work.

‘‘(2) FAILURE TO PROVIDE MATCHING FUNDS.—
If a State fails to comply with the requirement
to provide matching funds for a fiscal year
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall withhold from payment to the
State for that fiscal year an amount equal to the
difference between—

‘‘(A) the amount that would be allotted and
paid to the State under subsections (b) and (c)
(if the full amount of matching funds were pro-
vided by the State); and

‘‘(B) the amount of matching funds actually
provided by the State.

‘‘(3) REAPPORTIONMENT.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri-

culture shall reapportion amounts withheld
under paragraph (2) for a fiscal year among the
States satisfying the matching requirement for
that fiscal year.

‘‘(B) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—Any reappor-
tionment of funds under this paragraph shall be
subject to the matching requirement specified in
paragraph (1).

‘‘(f) MATCHING FUNDS EXCEPTION FOR 1994 IN-
STITUTIONS.—There shall be no matching re-
quirement for funds made available to a 1994 In-
stitution pursuant to subsection (b)(3).’’.

(c) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—
(1) RECOGNITION OF STATEHOOD OF ALASKA

AND HAWAII.—Section 1 of the Hatch Act of 1887

(7 U.S.C. 361a) is amended in the second sen-
tence by striking ‘‘Alaska, Hawaii,’’.

(2) ROLE OF SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE.—
Section 3 of the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343)
is amended—

(A) in subsections (b)(1), (c), and (d), by strik-
ing ‘‘Federal Extension Service’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘Secretary of Agri-
culture’’; and

(B) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘‘through
the Federal Extension Service’’.

(3) REFERENCES TO REGIONAL RESEARCH
FUND.—Section 5 of the Hatch Act of 1887 (7
U.S.C. 361e) is amended in the first sentence by
striking ‘‘regional research fund authorized by
subsection 3(c)(3)’’ and inserting ‘‘Multistate
Research Fund, State Agricultural Experiment
Stations’’.
SEC. 204. INTEGRATION OF RESEARCH AND EX-

TENSION.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the Hatch Act

of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361c) (as amended by section
104(a)(2)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘‘(i) INTEGRATION OF RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less than the applicable
percentage specified under paragraph (2) of the
Federal formula funds that are paid under this
Act and subsections (b) and (c) of section 3 of
the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343) to colleges
and universities eligible to receive funds under
the Act of July 2, 1862 (12 Stat. 503, chapter 130;
7 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), during a fiscal year shall
be expended for activities that integrate cooper-
ative research and extension (referred to in this
subsection as ‘integrated activities’).

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGES.—
‘‘(A) 1997 EXPENDITURES ON MULTISTATE AC-

TIVITIES.—Of the Federal formula funds that
were paid to each State for fiscal year 1997
under this Act and subsections (b) and (c) of
section 3 of the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343),
the Secretary of Agriculture shall determine the
percentage that the State expended for inte-
grated activities.

‘‘(B) REQUIRED EXPENDITURES ON MULTISTATE
ACTIVITIES.—Of the Federal formula funds that
are paid to each State for fiscal year 2000 and
each subsequent fiscal year under this Act and
subsections (b) and (c) of section 3 of the Smith-
Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343), the State shall expend
for the fiscal year for integrated activities a per-
centage that is at least equal to the lesser of—

‘‘(i) 25 percent; or
‘‘(ii) twice the percentage for the State deter-

mined under subparagraph (A).
‘‘(C) REDUCTION BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-

retary of Agriculture may reduce the minimum
percentage required to be expended by a State
for integrated activities under subparagraph (B)
in a case of hardship, infeasibility, or other
similar circumstance beyond the control of the
State, as determined by the Secretary.

‘‘(D) PLAN OF WORK.—The State shall include
in the plan of work of the State required under
section 7 of this Act or section 4 of the Smith-
Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 344), as applicable, a de-
scription of the manner in which the State will
meet the requirements of this paragraph.

‘‘(3) APPLICABILITY.—This subsection does not
apply to funds provided—

‘‘(A) by a State or local government pursuant
to a matching requirement;

‘‘(B) to a 1994 Institution (as defined in sec-
tion 532 of the Equity in Educational Land-
Grant Status Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–382; 7
U.S.C. 301 note)); or

‘‘(C) to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, or Guam.

‘‘(4) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Federal formula funds described in
paragraph (1) that are used by a State for a fis-
cal year for integrated activities in accordance
with paragraph (2)(B) may also be used to sat-
isfy the multistate activities requirements of sub-
section (c)(3) of this section and section 3(h) of
the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(h)) for the
same fiscal year.’’.
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(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 3 of

the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343) (as amended
by section 105) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘(j) INTEGRATION OF RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Section 3(i) of the Hatch Act of 1887 (7
U.S.C. 361c(i)) shall apply to amounts made
available to carry out this Act.’’.

Subtitle B—Competitive, Special, and
Facilities Research Grant Act

SEC. 211. COMPETITIVE GRANTS.
The Competitive, Special, and Facilities Re-

search Grant Act (7 U.S.C. 450i) is amended in
subsection (b)—

(1) in the first sentence of paragraph (1), by
inserting ‘‘national laboratories,’’ after ‘‘Fed-
eral agencies,’’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘regional’’
and inserting ‘‘multistate’’;

(3) in the second sentence of paragraph (3)(E),
by striking ‘‘an individual shall have less than’’
and all that follows through ‘‘research experi-
ence’’ and inserting ‘‘an individual shall be
within 5 years of the individual’s initial career
track position’’; and

(4) in paragraph (8)(B)—
(A) by striking ‘‘the cost’’ and inserting ‘‘the

cost of’’; and
(B) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘The

Secretary may waive all or part of the matching
requirement under this subparagraph in the
case of a smaller college or university (as de-
scribed in section 793(c)(2)(C)(ii) of the Federal
Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of
1996 (7 U.S.C. 2204f(c)(2)(C)(ii))) if the equip-
ment to be acquired costs not more than $25,000
and has multiple uses within a single research
project or is usable in more than 1 research
project.’’.
SEC. 212. SPECIAL GRANTS.

The Competitive, Special, and Facilities Re-
search Grant Act (7 U.S.C. 450i) is amended in
subsection (c)—

(1) in paragraph (1)—
(A) by striking ‘‘5 years’’ and inserting ‘‘3

years’’;
(B) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘, ex-

tension, or education activities’’ after ‘‘conduct-
ing research’’; and

(C) in subparagraph (B)—
(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘, extension, or education’’ after ‘‘agri-
cultural research’’;

(ii) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, extension, or
education’’ after ‘‘research’’; and

(iii) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘among States
through regional research’’ and inserting ‘‘, ex-
tension, or education among States through re-
gional’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(5) REVIEW REQUIREMENTS.—
‘‘(A) RESEARCH ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary

shall make a grant under this subsection for a
research activity only if the activity has under-
gone scientific peer review arranged by the
grantee in accordance with regulations promul-
gated by the Secretary.

‘‘(B) EXTENSION AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—
The Secretary shall make a grant under this
subsection for an extension or education activity
only if the activity has undergone merit review
arranged by the grantee in accordance with reg-
ulations promulgated by the Secretary.

‘‘(6) REPORTS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A recipient of a grant

under this subsection shall submit to the Sec-
retary on an annual basis a report describing
the results of the research, extension, or edu-
cation activity and the merit of the results.

‘‘(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

clause (ii), on request, the Secretary shall make
the report available to the public.

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTIONS.—Clause (i) shall not apply
to the extent that making the report, or a part
of the report, available to the public is not au-
thorized or permitted by section 552 of title 5,

United States Code, or section 1905 of title 18,
United States Code.’’.
Subtitle C—National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977

SEC. 221. DEFINITIONS REGARDING AGRICUL-
TURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND
EDUCATION.

(a) FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES.—Sec-
tion 1404 of the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3103) is amended by striking paragraph
(8) and inserting the following:

‘‘(8) FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES.—The
term ‘food and agricultural sciences’ means
basic, applied, and developmental research, ex-
tension, and teaching activities in food and
fiber, agricultural, renewable natural resources,
forestry, and physical and social sciences, in-
cluding activities relating to the following:

‘‘(A) Animal health, production, and well-
being.

‘‘(B) Plant health and production.
‘‘(C) Animal and plant germ plasm collection

and preservation.
‘‘(D) Aquaculture.
‘‘(E) Food safety.
‘‘(F) Soil and water conservation and im-

provement.
‘‘(G) Forestry, horticulture, and range man-

agement.
‘‘(H) Nutritional sciences and promotion.
‘‘(I) Farm enhancement, including financial

management, input efficiency, and profitability.
‘‘(J) Home economics.
‘‘(K) Rural human ecology.
‘‘(L) Youth development and agricultural edu-

cation, including 4–H clubs.
‘‘(M) Expansion of domestic and international

markets for agricultural commodities and prod-
ucts, including agricultural trade barrier identi-
fication and analysis.

‘‘(N) Information management and technology
transfer related to agriculture.

‘‘(O) Biotechnology related to agriculture.
‘‘(P) The processing, distributing, marketing,

and utilization of food and agricultural prod-
ucts.’’.

(b) REFERENCES TO TEACHING OR EDU-
CATION.—Section 1404(14) of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103(14)) is amended
by striking ‘‘the term ‘teaching’ means’’ and in-
serting ‘‘TEACHING AND EDUCATION.—The terms
‘teaching’ and ‘education’ mean’’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 1404
of the National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C.
3103) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘title—’’ and inserting ‘‘title:’’;

(2) in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), (5), (6), (7), (10)
through (13), (15), (16), and (17), by striking
‘‘the term’’ each place it appears and inserting
‘‘The term’’;

(3) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘the terms’’
and inserting ‘‘The terms’’;

(4) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘the term’’
the first place it appears and inserting ‘‘The
term’’;

(5) by striking the semicolon at the end of
paragraphs (1) through (7) and (9) through (15)
and inserting a period; and

(6) in paragraph (16)(F), by striking ‘‘; and’’
and inserting a period.
SEC. 222. ADVISORY BOARD.

(a) REPRESENTATION ON BOARD.—Section
1408(b) of the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3123(b)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘(7) EQUAL REPRESENTATION OF PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE SECTOR MEMBERS.—In appointing mem-
bers to serve on the Advisory Board, the Sec-
retary shall ensure, to the maximum extent
practicable, equal representation of public and
private sector members.’’.

(b) CONSULTATION.—Section 1408(d) of the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and

Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3123(d)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘In’’ and inserting the follow-
ing:

‘‘(1) DUTIES OF ADVISORY BOARD.—In’’; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(2) DUTIES OF SECRETARY.—To comply with a

provision of this title or any other law that re-
quires the Secretary to consult or cooperate with
the Advisory Board or that authorizes the Advi-
sory Board to submit recommendations to the
Secretary, the Secretary shall—

‘‘(A) solicit the written opinions and rec-
ommendations of the Advisory Board; and

‘‘(B) provide a written response to the Advi-
sory Board regarding the manner and extent to
which the Secretary will implement rec-
ommendations submitted by the Advisory
Board.’’.

(c) LIMITATION ON EXPENSES OF ADVISORY
BOARD.—Section 1408 of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3123) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (h); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the follow-
ing:

‘‘(g) ANNUAL LIMITATION ON ADVISORY BOARD
EXPENSES.—

‘‘(1) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—Not more than
$350,000 may be used to cover the necessary ex-
penses of the Advisory Board for each fiscal
year.

‘‘(2) GENERAL LIMITATION.—The expenses of
the Advisory Board shall not be counted toward
any general limitation on the expenses of advi-
sory committees, panels, commissions, and task
forces of the Department of Agriculture con-
tained in any Act making appropriations for the
Department of Agriculture, whether enacted be-
fore, on, or after the date of enactment of this
paragraph, unless the appropriation Act specifi-
cally refers to this subsection and specifically
includes this Advisory Board within the general
limitation.’’.
SEC. 223. GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS FOR FOOD

AND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES EDU-
CATION.

Section 1417 of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of
1977 (7 U.S.C. 3152) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (c), (d), (e),
(f), (g), (h), (i), and (j) as subsections (d), (f),
(g), (h), (i), (j), (k), and (l), respectively;

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the follow-
ing:

‘‘(c) PRIORITIES.—In awarding grants under
subsection (b), the Secretary shall give priority
to—

‘‘(1) applications for teaching enhancement
projects that demonstrate enhanced coordina-
tion among all types of institutions eligible for
funding under this section; and

‘‘(2) applications for teaching enhancement
projects that focus on innovative, multidisci-
plinary education programs, material, and cur-
ricula.’’; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (d) (as redes-
ignated by paragraph (1)) the following:

‘‘(e) FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION IN-
FORMATION SYSTEM.—From amounts made
available for grants under this section, the Sec-
retary may maintain a national food and agri-
cultural education information system that con-
tains—

‘‘(1) information on enrollment, degrees
awarded, faculty, and employment placement in
the food and agricultural sciences; and

‘‘(2) such other similar information as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.’’.
SEC. 224. POLICY RESEARCH CENTERS.

Section 1419A(a) of the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act
of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3155(a)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘and trade agreements’’ after ‘‘public poli-
cies’’.
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SEC. 225. PLANS OF WORK FOR 1890 INSTITU-

TIONS TO ADDRESS CRITICAL RE-
SEARCH AND EXTENSION ISSUES
AND USE OF PROTOCOLS TO MEAS-
URE SUCCESS OF PLANS.

(a) EXTENSION AT 1890 INSTITUTIONS.—Section
1444(d) of the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3221(d)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘(d)’’ and inserting the follow-
ing:

‘‘(d) ASCERTAINMENT OF ENTITLEMENT TO
FUNDS; TIME AND MANNER OF PAYMENT; STATE
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS; PLANS OF WORK.—

‘‘(1) ASCERTAINMENT OF ENTITLEMENT.—’’;
(2) in the last sentence, by striking ‘‘Such

sums’’ and inserting the following:
‘‘(2) TIME AND MANNER OF PAYMENT; RELATED

REPORTS.—The amount to which an eligible in-
stitution is entitled’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(3) REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO PLAN OF

WORK.—Each plan of work for an eligible insti-
tution required under this section shall contain
descriptions of the following:

‘‘(A) The critical short-term, intermediate,
and long-term agricultural issues in the State in
which the eligible institution is located and the
current and planned extension programs and
projects targeted to address the issues.

‘‘(B) The process established to consult with
extension users regarding the identification of
critical agricultural issues in the State and the
development of extension programs and projects
targeted to address the issues.

‘‘(C) The efforts made to identify and collabo-
rate with other colleges and universities within
the State, and within other States, that have a
unique capacity to address the identified agri-
cultural issues in the State and the extent of
current and emerging efforts (including regional
extension efforts) to work with those other insti-
tutions.

‘‘(D) The manner in which research and ex-
tension, including research and extension ac-
tivities funded other than through formula
funds, will cooperate to address the critical
issues in the State, including the activities to be
carried out separately, the activities to be car-
ried out sequentially, and the activities to be
carried out jointly.

‘‘(E) The education and outreach programs
already underway to convey currently available
research results that are pertinent to a critical
agricultural issue, including efforts to encour-
age multicounty cooperation in the dissemina-
tion of research results.

‘‘(4) EXTENSION PROTOCOLS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-

velop protocols to be used to evaluate the suc-
cess of multistate, multi-institutional, and mul-
tidisciplinary extension activities and joint re-
search and extension activities in addressing
critical agricultural issues identified in the
plans of work submitted under this section.

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop the protocols in consultation with the Ad-
visory Board and land-grant colleges and uni-
versities.

‘‘(5) TREATMENT OF PLANS OF WORK FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.—To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary shall consider a plan of
work submitted under this section to satisfy
other appropriate Federal reporting require-
ments.’’.

(b) AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AT 1890 INSTITU-
TIONS.—Section 1445(c) of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3222(c)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘(c)’’ and inserting the follow-
ing:

‘‘(c) PROGRAM AND PLANS OF WORK.—
‘‘(1) INITIAL COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM OF AG-

RICULTURAL RESEARCH.—’’; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(2) PLAN OF WORK REQUIRED.—Before funds

may be provided to an eligible institution under
this section for any fiscal year, a plan of work

to be carried out under this section shall be sub-
mitted by the research director specified in sub-
section (d) and shall be approved by the Sec-
retary.

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO PLAN OF
WORK.—Each plan of work required under para-
graph (2) shall contain descriptions of the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(A) The critical short-term, intermediate,
and long-term agricultural issues in the State in
which the eligible institution is located and the
current and planned research programs and
projects targeted to address the issues.

‘‘(B) The process established to consult with
users of agricultural research regarding the
identification of critical agricultural issues in
the State and the development of research pro-
grams and projects targeted to address the
issues.

‘‘(C) Other colleges and universities within
the State, and within other States, that have a
unique capacity to address the identified agri-
cultural issues in the State.

‘‘(D) The current and emerging efforts to work
with those other institutions to build on each
other’s experience and take advantage of each
institution’s unique capacities.

‘‘(E) The manner in which research and ex-
tension, including research and extension ac-
tivities funded other than through formula
funds, will cooperate to address the critical
issues in the State, including the activities to be
carried out separately, the activities to be car-
ried out sequentially, and the activities to be
carried out jointly.

‘‘(4) RESEARCH PROTOCOLS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-

velop protocols to be used to evaluate the suc-
cess of multistate, multi-institutional, and mul-
tidisciplinary research activities and joint re-
search and extension activities in addressing
critical agricultural issues identified in the
plans of work submitted under paragraph (2).

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop the protocols in consultation with the Ad-
visory Board and land-grant colleges and uni-
versities.

‘‘(5) TREATMENT OF PLANS OF WORK FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.—To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary shall consider a plan of
work submitted under paragraph (2) to satisfy
other appropriate Federal reporting require-
ments.’’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section take effect on October 1, 1999.
SEC. 226. MATCHING FUNDS REQUIREMENT FOR

RESEARCH AND EXTENSION ACTIVI-
TIES AT 1890 INSTITUTIONS.

(a) IMPOSITION OF REQUIREMENT.—Subtitle G
of the National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 is amend-
ed by inserting after section 1448 (7 U.S.C. 3222c)
the following:
‘‘SEC. 1449. MATCHING FUNDS REQUIREMENT

FOR RESEARCH AND EXTENSION AC-
TIVITIES AT ELIGIBLE INSTITU-
TIONS.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
‘‘(1) ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION.—The term ‘eligible

institution’ means a college eligible to receive
funds under the Act of August 30, 1890 (7 U.S.C.
321 et seq.) (commonly known as the ‘Second
Morrill Act’), including Tuskegee University.

‘‘(2) FORMULA FUNDS.—The term ‘formula
funds’ means the formula allocation funds dis-
tributed to eligible institutions under sections
1444 and 1445.

‘‘(b) DETERMINATION OF NON-FEDERAL
SOURCES OF FUNDS.—Not later than September
30, 1999, each eligible institution shall submit to
the Secretary a report describing for fiscal year
1999—

‘‘(1) the sources of non-Federal funds made
available by the State to the eligible institution
for agricultural research, extension, and edu-
cation to meet the requirements of this section;
and

‘‘(2) the amount of such funds generally
available from each source.

‘‘(c) MATCHING FORMULA.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of this subtitle, the distribu-
tion of formula funds to an eligible institution
shall be subject to the following matching re-
quirements:

‘‘(1) For fiscal year 2000, the State shall pro-
vide matching funds from non-Federal sources
in an amount equal to not less than 30 percent
of the formula funds to be distributed to the eli-
gible institution.

‘‘(2) For fiscal year 2001, the State shall pro-
vide matching funds from non-Federal sources
in an amount equal to not less than 45 percent
of the formula funds to be distributed to the eli-
gible institution.

‘‘(3) For fiscal year 2002 and each fiscal year
thereafter, the State shall provide matching
funds from non-Federal sources in an amount
equal to not less than 50 percent of the formula
funds to be distributed to the eligible institution.

‘‘(d) LIMITED WAIVER AUTHORITY.—
‘‘(1) FISCAL YEAR 2000.—Notwithstanding sub-

section (f), the Secretary may waive the match-
ing funds requirement under subsection (c)(1)
for fiscal year 2000 for an eligible institution of
a State if the Secretary determines that, based
on the report received under subsection (b), the
State will be unlikely to satisfy the matching re-
quirement.

‘‘(2) FUTURE FISCAL YEARS.—The Secretary
may not waive the matching requirement under
subsection (c) for any fiscal year other than fis-
cal year 2000.

‘‘(e) USE OF MATCHING FUNDS.—Under terms
and conditions established by the Secretary,
matching funds provided as required by sub-
section (c) may be used by an eligible institution
for agricultural research, extension, and edu-
cation activities.

‘‘(f) REDISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—
‘‘(1) REDISTRIBUTION REQUIRED.—Federal

funds that are not matched by a State in ac-
cordance with subsection (c) for a fiscal year
shall be redistributed by the Secretary to eligible
institutions whose States have satisfied the
matching funds requirement for that fiscal year.

‘‘(2) ADMINISTRATION.—Any redistribution of
funds under this subsection shall be subject to
the applicable matching requirement specified in
subsection (c) and shall be made in a manner
consistent with sections 1444 and 1445, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
1445(g) of the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3222(g)) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (2); and
(2) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-

graph (2).
(c) REFERENCES TO TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY.—

The National Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 is amended—

(1) in section 1404 (7 U.S.C. 3103), by striking
‘‘the Tuskegee Institute’’ in paragraphs (10) and
(16)(B) and inserting ‘‘Tuskegee University’’;

(2) in section 1444 (7 U.S.C. 3221)—
(A) by striking the section heading and ‘‘SEC.

1444.’’ and inserting the following:
‘‘SEC. 1444. EXTENSION AT 1890 LAND-GRANT COL-

LEGES, INCLUDING TUSKEGEE UNI-
VERSITY.’’;

and
(B) in subsections (a) and (b), by striking

‘‘Tuskegee Institute’’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘Tuskegee University’’; and

(3) in section 1445 (7 U.S.C. 3222)—
(A) by striking the section heading and ‘‘SEC.

1445.’’ and inserting the following:
‘‘SEC. 1445. AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AT 1890

LAND-GRANT COLLEGES, INCLUDING
TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY.’’;

and
(B) in subsections (a) and (b)(2)(B), by strik-

ing ‘‘Tuskegee Institute’’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘Tuskegee University’’.
SEC. 227. INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH, EXTEN-

SION, AND TEACHING.
(a) INCLUSION OF TEACHING.—Section 1458 of

the National Agricultural Research, Extension,
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and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3291)
is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘RE-
SEARCH AND EXTENSION’’ and inserting ‘‘RESEARCH, EX-
TENSION, AND TEACHING’’;

(2) in subsection (a)—
(A) in paragraph (1)—
(i) by striking ‘‘related research and exten-

sion’’ and inserting ‘‘related research, exten-
sion, and teaching’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘research
and extension on’’ and inserting ‘‘research, ex-
tension, and teaching activities that address’’;

(B) in paragraphs (2) and (6), by striking
‘‘education’’ each place it appears and inserting
‘‘teaching’’;

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘scientists
and experts’’ and inserting ‘‘science and edu-
cation experts’’;

(D) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘teaching,’’
after ‘‘development,’’;

(E) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘research
and extension that is’’ and inserting ‘‘research,
extension, and teaching programs’’; and

(F) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘research ca-
pabilities’’ and inserting ‘‘research, extension,
and teaching capabilities’’; and

(3) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘counterpart
agencies’’ and inserting ‘‘counterpart research,
extension, and teaching agencies’’.

(b) GRANTS FOR COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS.—
Section 1458(a) of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of
1977 (7 U.S.C. 3291(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the
end;

(2) in paragraph (8), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(9) make competitive grants for collaborative

projects that—
‘‘(A) involve Federal scientists or scientists

from land-grant colleges and universities or
other colleges and universities with scientists at
international agricultural research centers in
other nations, including the international agri-
cultural research centers of the Consultative
Group on International Agriculture Research;

‘‘(B) focus on developing and using new tech-
nologies and programs for—

‘‘(i) increasing the production of food and
fiber, while safeguarding the environment
worldwide and enhancing the global competi-
tiveness of United States agriculture; or

‘‘(ii) training scientists;
‘‘(C) are mutually beneficial to the United

States and other countries; and
‘‘(D) encourage private sector involvement

and the leveraging of private sector funds.’’.
(c) REPORTS.—Section 1458 of the National

Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3291) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘‘(d) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall provide
biennial reports to the Committee on Agriculture
of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
of the Senate on efforts of the Federal Govern-
ment—

‘‘(1) to coordinate international agricultural
research within the Federal Government; and

‘‘(2) to more effectively link the activities of
domestic and international agricultural re-
searchers, particularly researchers of the Agri-
cultural Research Service.’’.

(d) FULL PAYMENT OF FUNDS MADE AVAIL-
ABLE FOR CERTAIN BINATIONAL PROJECTS.—Sec-
tion 1458 of the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3291) is amended by inserting after sub-
section (d) (as added by subsection (c) of this
section) the following:

‘‘(e) FULL PAYMENT OF FUNDS MADE AVAIL-
ABLE FOR CERTAIN BINATIONAL PROJECTS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the
full amount of any funds appropriated or other-
wise made available to carry out cooperative
projects under the arrangement entered into be-

tween the Secretary and the Government of
Israel to support the Israel-United States Bina-
tional Agricultural Research and Development
Fund shall be paid directly to the Fund.’’.

(e) SUBTITLE HEADING.—Subtitle I of title XIV
of the National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C.
3291 et seq.) is amended by striking the subtitle
heading and inserting the following:

‘‘Subtitle I—International Research,
Extension, and Teaching’’.

SEC. 228. UNITED STATES-MEXICO JOINT AGRI-
CULTURAL RESEARCH.

Subtitle I of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of
1977 is amended by inserting after section 1458 (7
U.S.C. 3291) the following:
‘‘SEC. 1459. UNITED STATES-MEXICO JOINT AGRI-

CULTURAL RESEARCH.
‘‘(a) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PRO-

GRAM.—The Secretary may provide for an agri-
cultural research and development program
with the United States/Mexico Foundation for
Science. The program shall focus on binational
problems facing agricultural producers and con-
sumers in the 2 countries, in particular pressing
problems in the areas of food safety, plant and
animal pest control, and the natural resources
base on which agriculture depends.

‘‘(b) ADMINISTRATION.—Grants under the re-
search and development program shall be
awarded competitively through the Foundation.

‘‘(c) MATCHING REQUIREMENTS.—The provi-
sion of funds to the Foundation by the United
States Government shall be subject to the condi-
tion that the Government of Mexico match, on
at least a dollar-for-dollar basis, any funds pro-
vided by the United States Government.

‘‘(d) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—Funds
provided under this section may not be used for
the planning, repair, rehabilitation, acquisition,
or construction of a building or facility.’’.
SEC. 229. COMPETITIVE GRANTS FOR INTER-

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE
AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

Subtitle I of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of
1977 (7 U.S.C. 3291 et seq.) is amended by insert-
ing after section 1459 (as added by section 228)
the following:
‘‘SEC. 1459A. COMPETITIVE GRANTS FOR INTER-

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE
AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

‘‘(a) COMPETITIVE GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The
Secretary may make competitive grants to col-
leges and universities in order to strengthen
United States economic competitiveness and to
promote international market development.

‘‘(b) PURPOSE OF GRANTS.—Grants under this
section shall be directed to agricultural re-
search, extension, and teaching activities that
will—

‘‘(1) enhance the international content of the
curricula in colleges and universities so as to en-
sure that United States students acquire an un-
derstanding of the international dimensions and
trade implications of their studies;

‘‘(2) ensure that United States scientists, ex-
tension agents, and educators involved in agri-
cultural research and development activities
outside of the United States have the oppor-
tunity to convey the implications of their activi-
ties and findings to their peers and students in
the United States and to the users of agricul-
tural research, extension, and teaching;

‘‘(3) enhance the capabilities of colleges and
universities to do collaborative research with
other countries, in cooperation with other Fed-
eral agencies, on issues relevant to United
States agricultural competitiveness;

‘‘(4) enhance the capabilities of colleges and
universities to provide cooperative extension
education to promote the application of new
technology developed in foreign countries to
United States agriculture; and

‘‘(5) enhance the capability of United States
colleges and universities, in cooperation with

other Federal agencies, to provide leadership
and educational programs that will assist
United States natural resources and food pro-
duction, processing, and distribution businesses
and industries to compete internationally, in-
cluding product market identification, inter-
national policies limiting or enhancing market
production, development of new or enhancement
of existing markets, and production efficiencies.

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.’’.

SEC. 230. GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

(a) LIMITATION ON CHARGING INDIRECT
COSTS.—Subtitle K of the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act
of 1977 is amended by inserting before section
1463 (7 U.S.C. 3311) the following:

‘‘SEC. 1462. LIMITATION ON INDIRECT COSTS FOR
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EDU-
CATION, AND EXTENSION PRO-
GRAMS.

‘‘Except as otherwise provided in law, indirect
costs charged against a competitive agricultural
research, education, or extension grant awarded
under this Act or any other Act pursuant to au-
thority delegated to the Under Secretary of Ag-
riculture for Research, Education, and Econom-
ics shall not exceed 19 percent of the total Fed-
eral funds provided under the grant award, as
determined by the Secretary.’’.

(b) LIMITATION ON DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRA-
TIVE COSTS.—Section 1469 of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3315) is amended—

(1) by striking the section heading and all
that follows through ‘‘Except as’’ and inserting
the following:

‘‘SEC. 1469. AUDITING, REPORTING, BOOK-
KEEPING, AND ADMINISTRATIVE RE-
QUIREMENTS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as’’;
(2) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting the

following:
‘‘(3) the Secretary may retain up to 4 percent

of amounts appropriated for agricultural re-
search, extension, and teaching assistance pro-
grams for the administration of those programs
authorized under this Act or any other Act;
and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(b) COMMUNITY FOOD PROJECTS.—The Sec-

retary may retain, for the administration of
community food projects under section 25 of the
Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2034), 4 per-
cent of amounts available for the projects, not-
withstanding the availability of any appropria-
tion for administrative expenses of the projects.

‘‘(c) PEER PANEL EXPENSES.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law regarding a competi-
tive research, education, or extension grant pro-
gram of the Department of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary may use grant program funds, as nec-
essary, to supplement funds otherwise available
for program administration, to pay for the costs
associated with peer review of grant proposals
under the program.

‘‘(d) DEFINITION OF IN-KIND SUPPORT.—In
any law relating to agricultural research, edu-
cation, or extension activities administered by
the Secretary, the term ‘in-kind support’, with
regard to a requirement that the recipient of
funds provided by the Secretary match all or
part of the amount of the funds, means con-
tributions such as office space, equipment, and
staff support.’’.

SEC. 231. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY TO ENTER
INTO COST-REIMBURSABLE AGREE-
MENTS.

Section 1473A of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of
1977 (7 U.S.C. 3319a) is amended in the first sen-
tence by inserting ‘‘or other colleges and univer-
sities’’ after ‘‘institutions’’.
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Subtitle D—Food, Agriculture, Conservation,

and Trade Act of 1990
SEC. 241. AGRICULTURAL GENOME INITIATIVE.

Section 1671 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5924)
is amended to read as follows:
‘‘SEC. 1671. AGRICULTURAL GENOME INITIATIVE.

‘‘(a) GOALS.—The goals of this section are—
‘‘(1) to expand the knowledge of public and

private sector entities and persons concerning
genomes for species of importance to the food
and agriculture sectors in order to maximize the
return on the investment in genomics of agri-
culturally important species;

‘‘(2) to focus on the species that will yield sci-
entifically important results that will enhance
the usefulness of many agriculturally important
species;

‘‘(3) to build on genomic research, such as the
Human Genome Initiative and the Arabidopsis
Genome Project, to understand gene structure
and function that is expected to have consider-
able payoffs in agriculturally important species;

‘‘(4) to develop improved bioinformatics to en-
hance both sequence or structure determination
and analysis of the biological function of genes
and gene products;

‘‘(5) to encourage Federal Government partici-
pants to maximize the utility of public and pri-
vate partnerships for agricultural genome re-
search;

‘‘(6) to allow resources developed under this
section, including data, software, germplasm,
and other biological materials, to be openly ac-
cessible to all persons, subject to any confiden-
tiality requirements imposed by law; and

‘‘(7) to encourage international partnerships
with each partner country responsible for fi-
nancing its own strategy for agricultural ge-
nome research.

‘‘(b) DUTIES OF SECRETARY.—The Secretary of
Agriculture (referred to in this section as the
‘Secretary’) shall conduct a research initiative
(to be known as the ‘Agricultural Genome Ini-
tiative’) for the purpose of—

‘‘(1) studying and mapping agriculturally sig-
nificant genes to achieve sustainable and secure
agricultural production;

‘‘(2) ensuring that current gaps in existing ag-
ricultural genetics knowledge are filled;

‘‘(3) identifying and developing a functional
understanding of genes responsible for economi-
cally important traits in agriculturally impor-
tant species, including emerging plant and ani-
mal diseases causing economic hardship;

‘‘(4) ensuring future genetic improvement of
agriculturally important species;

‘‘(5) supporting preservation of diverse
germplasm;

‘‘(6) ensuring preservation of biodiversity to
maintain access to genes that may be of impor-
tance in the future; and

‘‘(7) otherwise carrying out this section.
‘‘(c) GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-

MENTS.—
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may make

grants or enter into cooperative agreements with
individuals and organizations in accordance
with section 1472 of the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act
of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3318).

‘‘(2) COMPETITIVE BASIS.—A grant or coopera-
tive agreement under this subsection shall be
made or entered into on a competitive basis.

‘‘(d) ADMINISTRATION.—Paragraphs (1), (6),
(7), and (11) of subsection (b) of the Competitive,
Special, and Facilities Research Grant Act (7
U.S.C. 450i) shall apply with respect to the mak-
ing of a grant or cooperative agreement under
this section.

‘‘(e) MATCHING OF FUNDS.—
‘‘(1) GENERAL REQUIREMENT.—If a grant or co-

operative agreement under this section provides
a particular benefit to a specific agricultural
commodity, the Secretary shall require the recip-
ient to provide funds or in-kind support to
match the amount of funds provided by the Sec-

retary under the grant or cooperative agree-
ment.

‘‘(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
matching funds requirement of paragraph (1)
with respect to a research project if the Sec-
retary determines that—

‘‘(A) the results of the project, while of par-
ticular benefit to a specific agricultural com-
modity, are likely to be applicable to agricul-
tural commodities generally; or

‘‘(B) the project involves a minor commodity,
the project deals with scientifically important
research, and the recipient is unable to satisfy
the matching funds requirement.

‘‘(f) CONSULTATION WITH NATIONAL ACADEMY
OF SCIENCES.—The Secretary may use funds
made available under this section to consult
with the National Academy of Sciences regard-
ing the administration of the Agricultural Ge-
nome Initiative.’’.
SEC. 242. HIGH-PRIORITY RESEARCH AND EXTEN-

SION INITIATIVES.
Section 1672 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-

servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5925)
is amended to read as follows:
‘‘SEC. 1672. HIGH-PRIORITY RESEARCH AND EX-

TENSION INITIATIVES.
‘‘(a) COMPETITIVE SPECIALIZED RESEARCH AND

EXTENSION GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary of Agriculture (referred to in this section
as the ‘Secretary’) may make competitive grants
to support research and extension activities
specified in subsections (e), (f), and (g). The
Secretary shall make the grants in consultation
with the National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, Education, and Economics Advisory
Board.

‘‘(b) ADMINISTRATION.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this section, paragraphs (1), (6), (7),
and (11) of subsection (b) of the Competitive,
Special, and Facilities Research Grant Act (7
U.S.C. 450i) shall apply with respect to the mak-
ing of grants under this section.

‘‘(2) USE OF TASK FORCES.—To facilitate the
making of research and extension grants under
this section in the research and extension areas
specified in subsection (e), the Secretary may
appoint a task force for each such area to make
recommendations to the Secretary. The Sec-
retary may not incur costs in excess of $1,000 for
any fiscal year in connection with each task
force established under this paragraph.

‘‘(c) MATCHING FUNDS REQUIRED.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall require

the recipient of a grant under this section to
provide funds or in-kind support from non-Fed-
eral sources in an amount at least equal to the
amount provided by the Federal Government.

‘‘(2) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may
waive the matching funds requirement specified
in paragraph (1) with respect to a research
project if the Secretary determines that—

‘‘(A) the results of the project, while of par-
ticular benefit to a specific agricultural com-
modity, are likely to be applicable to agricul-
tural commodities generally; or

‘‘(B) the project involves a minor commodity,
the project deals with scientifically important
research, and the grant recipient is unable to
satisfy the matching funds requirement.

‘‘(d) PARTNERSHIPS ENCOURAGED.—Following
the completion of a peer review process for grant
proposals received under this section, the Sec-
retary may provide a priority to those grant pro-
posals, found in the peer review process to be
scientifically meritorious, that involve the co-
operation of multiple entities.

‘‘(e) HIGH-PRIORITY RESEARCH AND EXTENSION
AREAS.—

‘‘(1) BROWN CITRUS APHID AND CITRUS
TRISTEZA VIRUS RESEARCH AND EXTENSION.—Re-
search and extension grants may be made under
this section for the purpose of—

‘‘(A) developing methods to control or eradi-
cate the brown citrus aphid and the citrus
tristeza virus from citrus crops grown in the
United States; or

‘‘(B) adapting citrus crops grown in the
United States to the brown citrus aphid and the
citrus tristeza virus.

‘‘(2) ETHANOL RESEARCH AND EXTENSION.—Re-
search and extension grants may be made under
this section for the purpose of carrying out or
enhancing research on ethanol derived from ag-
ricultural crops as an alternative fuel source.

‘‘(3) AFLATOXIN RESEARCH AND EXTENSION.—
Research and extension grants may be made
under this section for the purpose of identifying
and controlling aflatoxin in the food and feed
chains.

‘‘(4) MESQUITE RESEARCH AND EXTENSION.—
Research and extension grants may be made
under this section for the purpose of developing
enhanced production methods and commercial
uses of mesquite.

‘‘(5) PRICKLY PEAR RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be
made under this section for the purpose of in-
vestigating enhanced genetic selection and proc-
essing techniques of prickly pears.

‘‘(6) DEER TICK ECOLOGY RESEARCH AND EX-
TENSION.—Research and extension grants may
be made under this section for the purpose of
studying the population ecology of deer ticks
and other insects and pests that transmit Lyme
disease.

‘‘(7) RED MEAT SAFETY RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be
made under this section for the purpose of de-
veloping—

‘‘(A) intervention strategies that reduce micro-
bial contamination on carcass surfaces;

‘‘(B) microbiological mapping of carcass sur-
faces; and

‘‘(C) model hazard analysis and critical con-
trol point plans.

‘‘(8) GRAIN SORGHUM ERGOT RESEARCH AND EX-
TENSION.—Research and extension grants may
be made under this section for the purpose of
developing techniques for the eradication of sor-
ghum ergot.

‘‘(9) PEANUT MARKET ENHANCEMENT RESEARCH
AND EXTENSION.—Research and extension grants
may be made under this section for the purpose
of evaluating the economics of applying innova-
tive technologies for peanut processing in a com-
mercial environment.

‘‘(10) DAIRY FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT RE-
SEARCH AND EXTENSION.—Research and exten-
sion grants may be made under this section for
the purpose of providing research, development,
or education materials, information, and out-
reach programs regarding risk management
strategies for dairy producers and for dairy co-
operatives and other processors and marketers
of milk.

‘‘(11) COTTON RESEARCH AND EXTENSION.—Re-
search and extension grants may be made under
this section for the purpose of improving pest
management, fiber quality enhancement, eco-
nomic assessment, textile production, and opti-
mized production systems for short staple cot-
ton.

‘‘(12) METHYL BROMIDE RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be
made under this section for the purpose of—

‘‘(A) developing and evaluating chemical and
nonchemical alternatives, and use and emission
reduction strategies, for pre-planting and post-
harvest uses of methyl bromide; and

‘‘(B) transferring the results of the research
for use by agricultural producers.

‘‘(13) POTATO RESEARCH AND EXTENSION.—Re-
search and extension grants may be made under
this section for the purpose of developing and
evaluating new strains of potatoes that are re-
sistant to blight and other diseases, as well as
insects. Emphasis may be placed on developing
potato varieties that lend themselves to innova-
tive marketing approaches.

‘‘(14) WOOD USE RESEARCH AND EXTENSION.—
Research and extension grants may be made
under this section for the purpose of developing
new uses for wood from underused tree species
as well as investigating methods of modifying
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wood and wood fibers to produce better building
materials.

‘‘(15) LOW-BUSH BLUEBERRY RESEARCH AND
EXTENSION.—Research and extension grants
may be made under this section for the purpose
of evaluating methods of propagating and devel-
oping low-bush blueberry as a marketable crop.

‘‘(16) WETLANDS USE RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be
made under this section for the purpose of better
use of wetlands in diverse ways to provide var-
ious economic, agricultural, and environmental
benefits.

‘‘(17) WILD PAMPAS GRASS CONTROL, MANAGE-
MENT, AND ERADICATION RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be
made under this section for the purpose of con-
trol, management, and eradication of wild pam-
pas grass.

‘‘(18) FOOD SAFETY, INCLUDING PATHOGEN DE-
TECTION AND LIMITATION, RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be
made under this section for the purpose of in-
creasing food safety, including the identifica-
tion of advanced detection and processing meth-
ods to limit the presence of pathogens (including
hepatitis A and E. coli 0157:H7) in domestic and
imported foods.

‘‘(19) FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT RESEARCH
AND EXTENSION.—Research and extension grants
may be made under this section for the purpose
of providing research, development, or edu-
cation materials, information, and outreach pro-
grams regarding financial risk management
strategies for agricultural producers and for co-
operatives and other processors and marketers
of any agricultural commodity.

‘‘(20) ORNAMENTAL TROPICAL FISH RESEARCH
AND EXTENSION.—Research and extension grants
may be made under this section for the purpose
of meeting the needs of commercial producers of
ornamental tropical fish and aquatic plants for
improvements in the areas of fish reproduction,
health, nutrition, predator control, water use,
water quality control, and farming technology.

‘‘(21) SHEEP SCRAPIE RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be
made under this section for the purpose of in-
vestigating the genetic aspects of scrapie in
sheep.

‘‘(22) GYPSY MOTH RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be
made under this section for the purpose of de-
veloping biological control, management, and
eradication methods against nonnative insects,
including Lymantria dispar (commonly known
as the ‘gypsy moth’), that contribute to signifi-
cant agricultural, economic, or environmental
harm.

‘‘(23) FORESTRY RESEARCH AND EXTENSION.—
Research and extension grants may be made
under this section to develop and distribute
new, high-quality, science-based information for
the purpose of improving the long-term produc-
tivity of forest resources and contributing to for-
est-based economic development by addressing
such issues as—

‘‘(A) forest land use policies;
‘‘(B) multiple-use forest management, includ-

ing wildlife habitat development, improved for-
est regeneration systems, and timber supply;
and

‘‘(C) improved development, manufacturing,
and marketing of forest products.

‘‘(24) TOMATO SPOTTED WILT VIRUS RESEARCH
AND EXTENSION.—Research and extension grants
may be made under this section for the purpose
of control, management, and eradication of to-
mato spotted wilt virus.

‘‘(f) IMPORTED FIRE ANT CONTROL, MANAGE-
MENT, AND ERADICATION.—

‘‘(1) TASK FORCE.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a task force pursuant to subsection (b)(2)
regarding the control, management, and eradi-
cation of imported fire ants. The Secretary shall
solicit and evaluate grant proposals under this
subsection in consultation with the task force.

‘‘(2) INITIAL GRANTS.—

‘‘(A) REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS.—The Secretary
shall publish a request for proposals for grants
for research or demonstration projects related to
the control, management, and possible eradi-
cation of imported fire ants.

‘‘(B) SELECTION.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of publication of the request for propos-
als, the Secretary shall evaluate the grant pro-
posals submitted in response to the request and
may select meritorious research or demonstra-
tion projects related to the control, management,
and possible eradication of imported fire ants to
receive an initial grant under this subsection.

‘‘(3) SUBSEQUENT GRANTS.—
‘‘(A) EVALUATION OF INITIAL GRANTS.—If the

Secretary awards grants under paragraph
(2)(B), the Secretary shall evaluate all of the re-
search or demonstration projects conducted
under the grants for their use as the basis of a
national plan for the control, management, and
possible eradication of imported fire ants by the
Federal Government, State and local govern-
ments, and owners and operators of land.

‘‘(B) SELECTION.—On the basis of the evalua-
tion under subparagraph (A), the Secretary may
select the projects that the Secretary considers
most promising for additional research or dem-
onstration related to preparation of a national
plan for the control, management, and possible
eradication of imported fire ants. The Secretary
shall notify the task force of the projects se-
lected under this subparagraph.

‘‘(4) SELECTION AND SUBMISSION OF NATIONAL
PLAN.—

‘‘(A) EVALUATION OF SUBSEQUENT GRANTS.—If
the Secretary awards grants under paragraph
(3)(B), the Secretary shall evaluate all of the re-
search or demonstration projects conducted
under the grants for use as the basis of a na-
tional plan for the control, management, and
possible eradication of imported fire ants by the
Federal Government, State and local govern-
ments, and owners and operators of land.

‘‘(B) SELECTION.—On the basis of the evalua-
tion under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall select 1 project funded under paragraph
(3)(B), or a combination of those projects, for
award of a grant for final preparation of the
national plan.

‘‘(C) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary shall submit
to Congress the final national plan prepared
under subparagraph (B) for the control, man-
agement, and possible eradication of imported
fire ants.

‘‘(g) FORMOSAN TERMITE RESEARCH AND
ERADICATION.—

‘‘(1) RESEARCH PROGRAM.—The Secretary may
make competitive research grants under this
subsection to regional and multijurisdictional
entities, local government planning organiza-
tions, and local governments for the purpose of
conducting research for the control, manage-
ment, and possible eradication of Formosan ter-
mites in the United States.

‘‘(2) ERADICATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary
may enter into cooperative agreements with re-
gional and multijurisdictional entities, local
government planning organizations, and local
governments for the purposes of—

‘‘(A) conducting projects for the control, man-
agement, and possible eradication of Formosan
termites in the United States; and

‘‘(B) collecting data on the effectiveness of the
projects.

‘‘(3) FUNDING PRIORITY.—In allocating funds
made available to carry out paragraph (2), the
Secretary shall provide a higher priority for re-
gions or locations with the highest historical
rates of infestation of Formosan termites.

‘‘(4) MANAGEMENT COORDINATION.—The pro-
gram management of research grants, coopera-
tive agreements, and projects under this sub-
section shall be conducted under existing au-
thority in coordination with the national formo-
san termite management and research dem-
onstration program conducted by the Agricul-
tural Research Service.

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such

sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.’’.
SEC. 243. NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT RESEARCH

AND EXTENSION INITIATIVE.
The Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and

Trade Act of 1990 is amended by inserting after
section 1672 (7 U.S.C. 5925) the following:
‘‘SEC. 1672A. NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT RESEARCH

AND EXTENSION INITIATIVE.
‘‘(a) COMPETITIVE RESEARCH AND EXTENSION

GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture (referred to in this section as the ‘Sec-
retary’) may make competitive grants to support
research and extension activities specified in
subsection (e). The Secretary shall make the
grants in consultation with the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, Education, and
Economics Advisory Board.

‘‘(b) ADMINISTRATION.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraphs (1), (6), (7),

and (11) of subsection (b) of the Competitive,
Special, and Facilities Research Grant Act (7
U.S.C. 450i) shall apply with respect to the mak-
ing of grants under this section.

‘‘(2) USE OF TASK FORCES.—To facilitate the
making of research and extension grants under
this section in the research and extension areas
specified in subsection (e), the Secretary may
appoint a task force for each such area to make
recommendations to the Secretary. The Sec-
retary may not incur costs in excess of $1,000 for
any fiscal year in connection with each task
force established under this paragraph.

‘‘(c) MATCHING FUNDS REQUIRED.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall require

the recipient of a grant under this section to
provide funds or in-kind support from non-Fed-
eral sources in an amount at least equal to the
amount provided by the Federal Government.

‘‘(2) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may
waive the matching funds requirement specified
in paragraph (1) with respect to a research
project if the Secretary determines that—

‘‘(A) the results of the project, while of par-
ticular benefit to a specific agricultural com-
modity, are likely to be applicable to agricul-
tural commodities generally; or

‘‘(B) the project involves a minor commodity,
the project deals with scientifically important
research, and the grant recipient is unable to
satisfy the matching funds requirement.

‘‘(d) PARTNERSHIPS ENCOURAGED.—Following
the completion of a peer review process for grant
proposals received under this section, the Sec-
retary may provide a priority to those grant pro-
posals, found in the peer review process to be
scientifically meritorious, that involve the co-
operation of multiple entities.

‘‘(e) NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT RESEARCH AND
EXTENSION AREAS.—

‘‘(1) ANIMAL WASTE AND ODOR MANAGEMENT.—
Research and extension grants may be made
under this section for the purpose of—

‘‘(A) identifying, evaluating, and demonstrat-
ing innovative technologies for animal waste
management and related air quality manage-
ment and odor control;

‘‘(B) investigating the unique microbiology of
specific animal wastes, such as swine waste, to
develop improved methods to effectively manage
air and water quality; and

‘‘(C) conducting information workshops to
disseminate the results of the research.

‘‘(2) WATER QUALITY AND AQUATIC ECO-
SYSTEMS.—Research and extension grants may
be made under this section for the purpose of in-
vestigating the impact on aquatic food webs, es-
pecially commercially important aquatic species
and their habitats, of microorganisms of the
genus Pfiesteria and other microorganisms that
are a threat to human or animal health.

‘‘(3) RURAL AND URBAN INTERFACE.—Research
and extension grants may be made under this
section for the purpose of identifying, evaluat-
ing, and demonstrating innovative technologies
to be used for animal waste management (in-
cluding odor control) in rural areas adjacent to
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urban or suburban areas in connection with
waste management activities undertaken in
urban or suburban areas.

‘‘(4) ANIMAL FEED.—Research and extension
grants may be made under this section for the
purpose of maximizing nutrition management
for livestock, while limiting risks, such as min-
eral bypass, associated with livestock feeding
practices.

‘‘(5) ALTERNATIVE USES OF ANIMAL WASTE.—
Research and extension grants may be made
under this section for the purpose of finding in-
novative methods and technologies for economic
use or disposal of animal waste.

‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.’’.
SEC. 244. ORGANIC AGRICULTURE RESEARCH

AND EXTENSION INITIATIVE.
The Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and

Trade Act of 1990 is amended by inserting after
section 1672A (as added by section 243) the fol-
lowing:
‘‘SEC. 1672B. ORGANIC AGRICULTURE RESEARCH

AND EXTENSION INITIATIVE.
‘‘(a) COMPETITIVE SPECIALIZED RESEARCH AND

EXTENSION GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—In consulta-
tion with the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, Education, and Economics Advisory
Board, the Secretary of Agriculture (referred to
in this section as the ‘Secretary’) may make
competitive grants to support research and ex-
tension activities regarding organically grown
and processed agricultural commodities for the
purposes of—

‘‘(1) facilitating the development of organic
agriculture production and processing methods;

‘‘(2) evaluating the potential economic bene-
fits to producers and processors who use organic
methods; and

‘‘(3) exploring international trade opportuni-
ties for organically grown and processed agri-
cultural commodities.

‘‘(b) GRANT TYPES AND PROCESS, PROHIBITION
ON CONSTRUCTION.—Paragraphs (1), (6), (7), and
(11) of subsection (b) of the Competitive, Special,
and Facilities Research Grant Act (7 U.S.C.
450i) shall apply with respect to the making of
grants under this section.

‘‘(c) MATCHING FUNDS REQUIRED.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall require

the recipient of a grant under this section to
provide funds or in-kind support from non-Fed-
eral sources in an amount at least equal to the
amount provided by the Federal Government.

‘‘(2) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may
waive the matching funds requirement specified
in paragraph (1) with respect to a research
project if the Secretary determines that—

‘‘(A) the results of the project, while of par-
ticular benefit to a specified agricultural com-
modity, are likely to be applicable to agricul-
tural commodities generally; or

‘‘(B) the project involves a minor commodity,
the project deals with scientifically important
research, and the grant recipient is unable to
satisfy the matching funds requirement.

‘‘(d) PARTNERSHIPS ENCOURAGED.—Following
the completion of a peer review process for grant
proposals received under this section, the Sec-
retary may provide a priority to those grant pro-
posals, found in the peer review process to be
scientifically meritorious, that involve the co-
operation of multiple entities.

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.’’.
SEC. 245. AGRICULTURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS

PROGRAM.
Section 1673 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-

servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5926)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)—
(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through

(5) as paragraphs (2) through (6), respectively;

(B) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as so re-
designated) the following:

‘‘(1) A*DEC.—The term ‘A*DEC’ means the
distance education consortium known as
A*DEC.’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(7) SECRETARY.—Except as provided in sub-

section (d)(1), the term ‘Secretary’ means the
Secretary of Agriculture, acting through
A*DEC.’’;

(2) in subsection (d)(1), by striking ‘‘The Sec-
retary shall establish a program, to be adminis-
tered by the Assistant Secretary for Science and
Education,’’ and inserting ‘‘The Secretary of
Agriculture shall establish a program, to be ad-
ministered through a grant provided to A*DEC
under terms and conditions established by the
Secretary of Agriculture,’’; and

(3) in the first sentence of subsection (f)(2), by
striking ‘‘the Assistant Secretary for Science
and Education’’ and inserting ‘‘A*DEC’’.
SEC. 246. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM FOR

FARMERS WITH DISABILITIES.
Section 1680 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-

servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5933)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph
(6);

(2) in subsection (b)—
(A) by striking ‘‘DISSEMINATION.—’’ and all

that follows through ‘‘GENERAL.—The’’ and in-
serting ‘‘DISSEMINATION.—The’’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and
(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),

there is authorized to be appropriated to carry
out this section $6,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 1999 through 2002.

‘‘(2) NATIONAL GRANT.—Not more than 15 per-
cent of the amounts made available under para-
graph (1) for a fiscal year shall be used to carry
out subsection (b).’’.

Subtitle E—Other Laws
SEC. 251. EQUITY IN EDUCATIONAL LAND-GRANT

STATUS ACT OF 1994.
(a) DEFINITION OF 1994 INSTITUTIONS.—Section

532 of the Equity in Educational Land-Grant
Status Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–382; 7 U.S.C.
301 note) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘‘(30) Little Priest Tribal College.’’.
(b) ACCREDITATION.—Section 533(a) of the Eq-

uity in Educational Land-Grant Status Act of
1994 (Public Law 103–382; 7 U.S.C. 301 note) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(3) ACCREDITATION.—To receive funding
under sections 534 and 535, a 1994 Institution
shall certify to the Secretary that the 1994 Insti-
tution—

‘‘(A) is accredited by a nationally recognized
accrediting agency or association determined by
the Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Education, to be a reliable authority
regarding the quality of training offered; or

‘‘(B) is making progress toward the accredita-
tion, as determined by the nationally recognized
accrediting agency or association.’’.

(c) RESEARCH GRANTS.—The Equity in Edu-
cational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (Public
Law 103–382; 7 U.S.C. 301 note) is amended by
adding at the end the following:
‘‘SEC. 536. RESEARCH GRANTS.

‘‘(a) RESEARCH GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The
Secretary of Agriculture may make grants under
this section, on the basis of a competitive appli-
cation process (and in accordance with such
regulations as the Secretary may promulgate),
to a 1994 Institution to assist the Institution to
conduct agricultural research that addresses
high priority concerns of tribal, national, or
multistate significance.

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Grant applications sub-
mitted under this section shall certify that the
research to be conducted will be performed
under a cooperative agreement with at least 1
other land-grant college or university (exclusive
of another 1994 Institution).

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.
Amounts appropriated shall remain available
until expended.’’.
SEC. 252. FUND FOR RURAL AMERICA.

Section 793(b) of the Federal Agriculture Im-
provement and Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C.
2204f(b)) is amended by striking paragraph (1)
and inserting the following:

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On October 1, 1998, and
each October 1 thereafter through October 1,
2002, out of any funds in the Treasury not oth-
erwise appropriated, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall transfer $60,000,000 to the Account.’’.
SEC. 253. FOREST AND RANGELAND RENEWABLE

RESOURCES RESEARCH.
(a) FINDINGS.—Section 2 of the Forest and

Rangeland Renewable Resources Research Act
of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1641) is amended by striking
‘‘SEC. 2.’’ and subsection (a) and inserting the
following:
‘‘SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:
‘‘(1) Forests and rangeland, and the resources

of forests and rangeland, are of strategic eco-
nomic and ecological importance to the United
States, and the Federal Government has an im-
portant and substantial role in ensuring the
continued health, productivity, and sustain-
ability of the forests and rangeland of the
United States.

‘‘(2) Over 75 percent of the productive com-
mercial forest land in the United States is pri-
vately owned, with some 60 percent owned by
small nonindustrial private owners. These
10,000,000 nonindustrial private owners are criti-
cal to providing both commodity and non-
commodity values to the citizens of the United
States.

‘‘(3) The National Forest System manages
only 17 percent of the commercial timberland of
the United States, with over half of the standing
softwoods inventory located on that land. Dra-
matic changes in Federal agency policy during
the early 1990’s have significantly curtailed the
management of this vast timber resource, caus-
ing abrupt shifts in the supply of timber from
public to private ownership. As a result of these
shifts in supply, some 60 percent of total wood
production in the United States is now coming
from private forest land in the southern United
States.

‘‘(4) At the same time that pressures are build-
ing for the removal of even more land from com-
mercial production, the Federal Government is
significantly reducing its commitment to produc-
tivity-related research regarding forests and
rangeland, which is critically needed by the pri-
vate sector for the sustained management of re-
maining available timber and forage resources
for the benefit of all species.

‘‘(5) Uncertainty over the availability of the
United States timber supply, increasing regu-
latory burdens, and the lack of Federal Govern-
ment support for research is causing domestic
wood and paper producers to move outside the
United States to find reliable sources of wood
supplies, which in turn results in a worsening of
the United States trade balance, the loss of em-
ployment and infrastructure investments, and
an increased risk of infestations of exotic pests
and diseases from imported wood products.

‘‘(6) Wood and paper producers in the United
States are being challenged not only by shifts in
Federal Government policy, but also by inter-
national competition from tropical countries
where growth rates of trees far exceed those in
the United States. Wood production per acre
will need to quadruple from 1996 levels for the
United States forestry sector to remain inter-
nationally competitive on an ever decreasing
forest land base.

‘‘(7) Better and more frequent forest
inventorying and analysis is necessary to iden-
tify productivity-related forestry research needs
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and to provide forest managers with the current
data necessary to make timely and effective
management decisions.’’.

(b) HIGH PRIORITY FORESTRY AND RANGELAND
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION.—Section 3 of the
Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Re-
search Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1642) is amended
by striking subsection (d) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(d) HIGH PRIORITY FORESTRY AND RANGE-
LAND RESEARCH AND EDUCATION.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
duct, support, and cooperate in forestry and
rangeland research and education that is of the
highest priority to the United States and to
users of public and private forest land and
rangeland in the United States.

‘‘(2) PRIORITIES.—The research and education
priorities include the following:

‘‘(A) The biology of forest organisms and
rangeland organisms.

‘‘(B) Functional characteristics and cost-ef-
fective management of forest and rangeland eco-
systems.

‘‘(C) Interactions between humans and forests
and rangeland.

‘‘(D) Wood and forage as a raw material.
‘‘(E) International trade, competition, and co-

operation.
‘‘(3) NORTHEASTERN STATES RESEARCH COOPER-

ATIVE.—The Secretary may cooperate with the
northeastern States of New Hampshire, New
York, Maine, and Vermont, land-grant colleges
and universities of those States, natural re-
sources and forestry schools of those States,
other Federal agencies, and other interested per-
sons in those States to coordinate and improve
ecological and economic research relating to ag-
ricultural research, extension, and education,
including—

‘‘(A) research on ecosystem health, forest
management, product development, economics,
and related fields;

‘‘(B) research to assist those States and land-
owners in those States to achieve sustainable
forest management;

‘‘(C) technology transfer to the wood products
industry of technologies that promote efficient
processing, pollution prevention, and energy
conservation;

‘‘(D) dissemination of existing and new infor-
mation to landowners, public and private re-
source managers, State forest citizen advisory
committees, and the general public through pro-
fessional associations, publications, and other
information clearinghouse activities; and

‘‘(E) analysis of strategies for the protection
of areas of outstanding ecological significance
or high biological diversity, and strategies for
the provision of important recreational opportu-
nities and traditional uses, including strategies
for areas identified through State land con-
servation planning processes.’’.

(c) FOREST INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS.—Sec-
tion 3 of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Research Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1642)
is amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(e) FOREST INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS.—
‘‘(1) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—In compliance with

other applicable provisions of law, the Secretary
shall establish a program to inventory and ana-
lyze, in a timely manner, public and private for-
ests and their resources in the United States.

‘‘(2) ANNUAL STATE INVENTORY.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the end of

each full fiscal year beginning after the date of
enactment of this subsection, the Secretary shall
prepare for each State, in cooperation with the
State forester for the State, an inventory of for-
ests and their resources in the State.

‘‘(B) SAMPLE PLOTS.—For purposes of prepar-
ing the inventory for a State, the Secretary shall
measure annually 20 percent of all sample plots
that are included in the inventory program for
that State.

‘‘(C) COMPILATION OF INVENTORY.—On com-
pletion of the inventory for a year, the Sec-
retary shall make available to the public a com-

pilation of all data collected for that year from
measurements of sample plots as well as any
analysis made of the samples.

‘‘(3) 5-YEAR REPORTS.—Not more often than
every 5 full fiscal years after the date of enact-
ment of this subsection, the Secretary shall pre-
pare, publish, and make available to the public
a report, prepared in cooperation with State for-
esters, that—

‘‘(A) contains a description of each State in-
ventory of forests and their resources, incor-
porating all sample plot measurements con-
ducted during the 5 years covered by the report;

‘‘(B) displays and analyzes on a nationwide
basis the results of the annual reports required
by paragraph (2); and

‘‘(C) contains an analysis of forest health
conditions and trends over the previous 2 dec-
ades, with an emphasis on such conditions and
trends during the period subsequent to the im-
mediately preceding report under this para-
graph.

‘‘(4) NATIONAL STANDARDS AND DEFINITIONS.—
To ensure uniform and consistent data collec-
tion for all forest land that is publicly or pri-
vately owned and for each State, the Secretary
shall develop, in consultation with State for-
esters and Federal land management agencies
not under the jurisdiction of the Secretary, and
publish national standards and definitions to be
applied in inventorying and analyzing forests
and their resources under this subsection. The
standards shall include a core set of variables to
be measured on all sample plots under para-
graph (2) and a standard set of tables to be in-
cluded in the reports under paragraph (3).

‘‘(5) PROTECTION FOR PRIVATE PROPERTY
RIGHTS.—The Secretary shall obtain authoriza-
tion from property owners prior to collecting
data from sample plots located on private prop-
erty pursuant to paragraphs (2) and (3).

‘‘(6) STRATEGIC PLAN.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall prepare and submit
to Congress a strategic plan to implement and
carry out this subsection, including the annual
updates required by paragraph (2) and the re-
ports required by paragraph (3), that shall de-
scribe in detail—

‘‘(A) the financial resources required to imple-
ment and carry out this subsection, including
the identification of any resources required in
excess of the amounts provided for forest
inventorying and analysis in recent appropria-
tions Acts;

‘‘(B) the personnel necessary to implement
and carry out this subsection, including any
personnel in addition to personnel currently
performing inventorying and analysis functions;

‘‘(C) the organization and procedures nec-
essary to implement and carry out this sub-
section, including proposed coordination with
Federal land management agencies and State
foresters;

‘‘(D) the schedules for annual sample plot
measurements in each State inventory required
by paragraph (2) within the first 5-year interval
after the date of enactment of this subsection;

‘‘(E) the core set of variables to be measured
in each sample plot under paragraph (2) and the
standard set of tables to be used in each State
and national report under paragraph (3); and

‘‘(F) the process for employing, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Energy and the Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, remote sensing, global po-
sitioning systems, and other advanced tech-
nologies to carry out this subsection, and the
subsequent use of the technologies.’’.

(d) FORESTRY AND RANGELAND COMPETITIVE
RESEARCH GRANTS.—Section 5 of the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Research Act
of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1644) is amended—

(1) by striking the section heading and ‘‘SEC.
5.’’ and inserting the following:
‘‘SEC. 5. FORESTRY AND RANGELAND COMPETI-

TIVE RESEARCH GRANTS.
‘‘(a) COMPETITIVE GRANT AUTHORITY.—’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(b) EMPHASIS ON CERTAIN HIGH PRIORITY

FORESTRY RESEARCH.—The Secretary may use
up to 5 percent of the amounts made available
for research under section 3 to make competitive
grants regarding forestry research in the high
priority research areas identified under section
3(d).

‘‘(c) EMPHASIS ON CERTAIN HIGH PRIORITY
RANGELAND RESEARCH.—The Secretary may use
up to 5 percent of the amounts made available
for research under section 3 to make competitive
grants regarding rangeland research in the high
priority research areas identified under section
3(d).

‘‘(d) PRIORITIES.—In making grants under
subsections (b) and (c), the Secretary shall give
priority to research proposals under which—

‘‘(1) the proposed research will be collabo-
rative research organized through a center of
scientific excellence;

‘‘(2) the applicant agrees to provide matching
funds (in the form of direct funding or in-kind
support) in an amount equal to not less than 50
percent of the grant amount; and

‘‘(3) the proposed research will be conducted
as part of an existing private and public part-
nership or cooperative research effort and in-
volves several interested research partners.’’.
TITLE III—EXTENSION OR REPEAL OF AG-

RICULTURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION,
AND EDUCATION AUTHORITIES

SEC. 301. EXTENSIONS.
(a) NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EX-

TENSION, AND TEACHING POLICY ACT OF 1977.—
The National Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 is amended—

(1) in subsection (l) of section 1417 (7 U.S.C.
3152) (as redesignated by section 223(1)), by
striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’;

(2) in section 1419(d) (7 U.S.C. 3154(d)), by
striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’;

(3) in section 1419A(d) (7 U.S.C. 3155(d)), by
striking ‘‘fiscal years 1996 and 1997’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘each of fiscal years 1996 through 2002’’;

(4) in section 1424(d) (7 U.S.C. 3174(d)), by
striking ‘‘fiscal years 1996 and 1997’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘each of fiscal years 1996 through 2002’’;

(5) in section 1424A(d) (7 U.S.C. 3174a(d)), by
striking ‘‘fiscal year 1997’’ and inserting ‘‘each
of fiscal years 1997 through 2002’’;

(6) in section 1425(c)(3) (7 U.S.C. 3175(c)(3)),
by striking ‘‘and 1997’’ and inserting ‘‘through
2002’’;

(7) in the first sentence of section 1433(a) (7
U.S.C. 3195(a)), by striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting
‘‘2002’’;

(8) in section 1434(a) (7 U.S.C. 3196(a)), by
striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’;

(9) in section 1447(b) (7 U.S.C. 3222b(b)), by
striking ‘‘and 1997’’ and inserting ‘‘through
2002’’;

(10) in section 1448 (7 U.S.C. 3222c)—
(A) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘and

1997’’ and inserting ‘‘through 2002’’; and
(B) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘1997’’ and

inserting ‘‘2002’’;
(11) in section 1455(c) (7 U.S.C. 3241(c)), by

striking ‘‘fiscal year 1997’’ and inserting ‘‘each
of fiscal years 1997 through 2002’’;

(12) in section 1463 (7 U.S.C. 3311), by striking
‘‘1997’’ each place it appears in subsections (a)
and (b) and inserting ‘‘2002’’;

(13) in section 1464 (7 U.S.C. 3312), by striking
‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’;

(14) in section 1473D(a) (7 U.S.C. 3319d(a)), by
striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’;

(15) in the first sentence of section 1477 (7
U.S.C. 3324), by striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting
‘‘2002’’; and

(16) in section 1483(a) (7 U.S.C. 3336(a)), by
striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’.

(b) FOOD, AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION, AND
TRADE ACT OF 1990.—The Food, Agriculture,
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 1635(b) (7 U.S.C. 5844(b)), by
striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’;



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2182 April 22, 1998
(2) in section 1673(h) (7 U.S.C. 5926(h)), by

striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’;
(3) in section 2381(e) (7 U.S.C. 3125b(e)), by

striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’.
(c) CRITICAL AGRICULTURAL MATERIALS

ACT.—Section 16(a) of the Critical Agricultural
Materials Act (7 U.S.C. 178n(a)) is amended by
striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’.

(d) RESEARCH FACILITIES ACT.—Section 6(a) of
the Research Facilities Act (7 U.S.C. 390d(a)) is
amended by striking ‘‘fiscal years 1996 and
1997’’ and inserting ‘‘each of fiscal years 1996
through 2002’’.

(e) NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EX-
TENSION, AND TEACHING POLICY ACT AMEND-
MENTS OF 1985.—Section 1431 of the National
Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act Amendments of 1985 (Public Law 99–
198; 99 Stat. 1556) is amended by striking ‘‘1997’’
and inserting ‘‘2002’’.

(f) COMPETITIVE, SPECIAL, AND FACILITIES RE-
SEARCH GRANT ACT.—Subsection (b)(10) of the
Competitive, Special, and Facilities Research
Grant Act (7 U.S.C. 450i(b)(10)) is amended by
striking ‘‘1997’’ and inserting ‘‘2002’’.

(g) EQUITY IN EDUCATIONAL LAND-GRANT STA-
TUS ACT OF 1994.—Sections 533(b) and 535 of the
Equity in Educational Land-Grant Status Act of
1994 (Public Law 103–382; 7 U.S.C. 301 note) are
amended by striking ‘‘2000’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘2002’’.

(h) RENEWABLE RESOURCES EXTENSION ACT OF
1978.—Section 6 of the Renewable Resources Ex-
tension Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1675) is amended
in the first sentence by striking ‘‘the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1988,’’ and all that follows
through the period at the end and inserting
‘‘each of fiscal years 1987 through 2002.’’.

(i) NATIONAL AQUACULTURE ACT OF 1980.—
Section 10 of the National Aquaculture Act of
1980 (16 U.S.C. 2809) is amended by striking ‘‘the
fiscal years 1991, 1992, and 1993’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 1991 through
2002’’.
SEC. 302. REPEALS.

(a) NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EX-
TENSION, AND TEACHING POLICY ACT OF 1977.—
Section 1476 of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of
1977 (7 U.S.C. 3323) is repealed.

(b) NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EX-
TENSION, AND TEACHING POLICY ACT AMEND-
MENTS OF 1981.—Subsection (b) of section 1432 of
the National Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act Amendments of 1981
(Public Law 97–98; 7 U.S.C. 3222 note) is re-
pealed.

(c) FOOD, AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION,
AND TRADE ACT OF 1990.—Subtitle G of title XIV
and sections 1670 and 1675 of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7
U.S.C. 5501 et seq., 5923, 5928) are repealed.

(d) FEDERAL AGRICULTURE IMPROVEMENT AND
REFORM ACT OF 1996.—Subtitle E of title VIII of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–127; 110 Stat.
1184) is repealed.
TITLE IV—NEW AGRICULTURAL RE-

SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDUCATION
INITIATIVES

SEC. 401. INITIATIVE FOR FUTURE AGRICULTURE
AND FOOD SYSTEMS.

(a) TREASURY ACCOUNT.—There is established
in the Treasury of the United States an account
to be known as the Initiative for Future Agri-
culture and Food Systems (referred to in this
section as the ‘‘Account’’) to provide funds for
activities authorized under this section.

(b) FUNDING.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—On October 1, 1998, and each

October 1 thereafter through October 1, 2002,
out of any funds in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, the Secretary of the Treasury
shall transfer $120,000,000 to the Account.

(2) ENTITLEMENT.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture—

(A) shall be entitled to receive the funds
transferred to the Account under paragraph (1);

(B) shall accept the funds; and
(C) shall use the funds to carry out this sec-

tion.
(c) PURPOSES.—
(1) CRITICAL EMERGING ISSUES.—The Secretary

shall use the funds in the Account—
(A) subject to paragraph (2), for research, ex-

tension, and education grants (referred to in
this section as ‘‘grants’’) to address critical
emerging agricultural issues related to—

(i) future food production;
(ii) environmental quality and natural re-

source management; or
(iii) farm income; and
(B) for activities carried out under the Alter-

native Agricultural Research and Commer-
cialization Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5901 et seq.).

(2) PRIORITY MISSION AREAS.—In making
grants under this section, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Advisory Board, shall address
priority mission areas related to—

(A) agricultural genome;
(B) food safety, food technology, and human

nutrition;
(C) new and alternative uses and production

of agricultural commodities and products;
(D) agricultural biotechnology;
(E) natural resource management, including

precision agriculture; and
(F) farm efficiency and profitability, includ-

ing the viability and competitiveness of small-
and medium-sized dairy, livestock, crop, and
other commodity operations.

(d) ELIGIBLE GRANTEES.—The Secretary may
make a grant under this section to—

(1) a Federal research agency;
(2) a national laboratory;
(3) a college or university or a research foun-

dation maintained by a college or university; or
(4) a private research organization with an es-

tablished and demonstrated capacity to perform
research or technology transfer.

(e) SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS.—
(1) SMALLER INSTITUTIONS.—The Secretary

may award grants under this section in a man-
ner that ensures that the faculty of small and
mid-sized institutions that have not previously
been successful in obtaining competitive grants
under subsection (b) of the Competitive, Special,
and Facilities Research Grant Act (7 U.S.C.
450i(b)) receive a portion of the grants under
this section.

(2) PRIORITIES.—In making grants under this
section, the Secretary shall provide a higher pri-
ority to—

(A) a project that is multistate, multi-institu-
tional, or multidisciplinary; or

(B) a project that integrates agricultural re-
search, extension, and education.

(f) ADMINISTRATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—In making grants under this

section, the Secretary shall—
(A) seek and accept proposals for grants;
(B) determine the relevance and merit of pro-

posals through a system of peer review in ac-
cordance with section 103;

(C) award grants on the basis of merit, qual-
ity, and relevance to advancing the purposes
and priority mission areas established under
subsection (c); and

(D) solicit and consider input from persons
who conduct or use agricultural research, exten-
sion, or education in accordance with section
102(b).

(2) COMPETITIVE BASIS.—A grant under this
section shall be awarded on a competitive basis.

(3) TERM.—A grant under this section shall
have a term that does not exceed 5 years.

(4) MATCHING FUNDS.—As a condition of mak-
ing a grant under this section, the Secretary
shall require the funding of the grant be
matched with equal matching funds from a non-
Federal source if the grant is—

(A) for applied research that is commodity-
specific; and

(B) not of national scope.
(5) DELEGATION.—The Secretary shall admin-

ister this section through the Cooperative State

Research, Education, and Extension Service of
the Department. The Secretary may establish 1
or more institutes to carry out all or part of the
activities authorized under this section.

(6) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds for grants
under this section shall be available to the Sec-
retary for obligation for a 2-year period.

(7) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The Secretary
may use not more than 4 percent of the funds
made available for grants under this section for
administrative costs incurred by the Secretary in
carrying out this section.

(8) BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES.—Funds made
available for grants under this section shall not
be used for the construction of a new building
or facility or the acquisition, expansion, remod-
eling, or alteration of an existing building or fa-
cility (including site grading and improvement
and architect fees).
SEC. 402. PARTNERSHIPS FOR HIGH-VALUE AGRI-

CULTURAL PRODUCT QUALITY RE-
SEARCH.

(a) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE PARTNERSHIP.—In
this section, the term ‘‘eligible partnership’’
means a partnership consisting of a land-grant
college or university and other entities specified
in subsection (c)(1) that satisfies the eligibility
criteria specified in subsection (c).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PARTNERSHIPS BY
GRANT.—The Secretary of Agriculture may make
competitive grants to an eligible partnership to
coordinate and manage research and extension
activities to enhance the quality of high-value
agricultural products.

(c) CRITERIA FOR AN ELIGIBLE PARTNERSHIP.—
(1) PRIMARY INSTITUTIONS IN PARTNERSHIP.—

The primary institution involved in an eligible
partnership shall be a land-grant college or uni-
versity, acting in partnership with other colleges
or universities, nonprofit research and develop-
ment entities, and Federal laboratories.

(2) PRIORITIZATION OF RESEARCH ACTIVITIES.—
An eligible partnership shall prioritize research
and extension activities in order to—

(A) enhance the competitiveness of United
States agricultural products;

(B) increase exports of such products; and
(C) substitute such products for imported

products.
(3) COORDINATION.—An eligible partnership

shall coordinate among the entities comprising
the partnership the activities supported by the
eligible partnership, including the provision of
mechanisms for sharing resources between insti-
tutions and laboratories and the coordination of
public and private sector partners to maximize
cost-effectiveness.

(d) TYPES OF RESEARCH AND EXTENSION AC-
TIVITIES.—Research or extension supported by
an eligible partnership may address the full
spectrum of production, processing, packaging,
transportation, and marketing issues related to
a high-value agricultural product. Such issues
include—

(1) environmentally responsible—
(A) pest management alternatives and bio-

technology;
(B) sustainable farming methods; and
(C) soil conservation and enhanced resource

management;
(2) genetic research to develop improved agri-

cultural-based products;
(3) refinement of field production practices

and technology to improve quality, yield, and
production efficiencies;

(4) processing and package technology to im-
prove product quality, stability, or flavor inten-
sity;

(5) marketing research regarding consumer
perceptions and preferences;

(6) economic research, including industry
characteristics, growth, and competitive analy-
sis; and

(7) research to facilitate diversified, value-
added enterprises in rural areas.

(e) ELEMENTS OF GRANT MAKING PROCESS.—
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(1) PERIOD OF GRANT.—The Secretary may

award a grant under this section for a period
not to exceed 5 years.

(2) PREFERENCES.—In making grants under
this section, the Secretary shall provide a pref-
erence to proposals that—

(A) demonstrate linkages with—
(i) agencies of the Department;
(ii) other related Federal research laboratories

and agencies;
(iii) colleges and universities; and
(iv) private industry; and
(B) guarantee matching funds in excess of the

amounts required by paragraph (3).
(3) MATCHING FUNDS.—An eligible partnership

shall contribute an amount of non-Federal
funds for the operation of the partnership that
is at least equal to the amount of grant funds
received by the partnership under this section.

(f) LIMITATION ON USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—
Funds provided under this section may not be
used for the planning, repair, rehabilitation, ac-
quisition, or construction of a building or facil-
ity.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.
SEC. 403. PRECISION AGRICULTURE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) AGRICULTURAL INPUTS.—The term ‘‘agri-

cultural inputs’’ includes all farm management,
agronomic, and field-applied agricultural pro-
duction inputs, such as machinery, labor, time,
fuel, irrigation water, commercial nutrients,
feed stuffs, veterinary drugs and vaccines, live-
stock waste, crop protection chemicals, agro-
nomic data and information, application and
management services, seed, and other inputs
used in agricultural production.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible en-
tity’’ means—

(A) a State agricultural experiment station;
(B) a college or university;
(C) a research institution or organization;
(D) a Federal or State government entity or

agency;
(E) a national laboratory;
(F) a private organization or corporation;
(G) an agricultural producer or other land

manager; or
(H) a precision agriculture partnership re-

ferred to in subsection (g).
(3) PRECISION AGRICULTURE.—The term ‘‘pre-

cision agriculture’’ means an integrated
information- and production-based farming sys-
tem that is designed to increase long-term, site-
specific, and whole farm production efficiencies,
productivity, and profitability while minimizing
unintended impacts on wildlife and the environ-
ment by—

(A) combining agricultural sciences, agricul-
tural inputs and practices, agronomic produc-
tion databases, and precision agriculture tech-
nologies to efficiently manage agronomic and
livestock production systems;

(B) gathering on-farm information pertaining
to the variation and interaction of site-specific
spatial and temporal factors affecting crop and
livestock production;

(C) integrating such information with appro-
priate data derived from field scouting, remote
sensing, and other precision agriculture tech-
nologies in a timely manner in order to facilitate
on-farm decisionmaking; or

(D) using such information to prescribe and
deliver site-specific application of agricultural
inputs and management practices in agricul-
tural production systems.

(4) PRECISION AGRICULTURE TECHNOLOGIES.—
The term ‘‘precision agriculture technologies’’
includes—

(A) instrumentation and techniques ranging
from sophisticated sensors and software systems
to manual sampling and data collection tools
that measure, record, and manage spatial and
temporal data;

(B) technologies for searching out and assem-
bling information necessary for sound agricul-
tural production decisionmaking;

(C) open systems technologies for data net-
working and processing that produce valued
systems for farm management decisionmaking;
or

(D) machines that deliver information-based
management practices.

(5) SYSTEMS RESEARCH.—The term ‘‘systems
research’’ means an integrated, coordinated,
and iterative investigative process that in-
volves—

(A) the multiple interacting components and
aspects of precision agriculture systems, includ-
ing synthesis of new knowledge regarding the
physical-chemical-biological processes and com-
plex interactions of the systems with cropping,
livestock production practices, and natural re-
source systems;

(B) precision agriculture technologies develop-
ment and implementation;

(C) data and information collection and inter-
pretation;

(D) production scale planning;
(E) production-scale implementation; and
(F) farm production efficiencies, productivity,

and profitability.
(b) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agriculture
may make competitive grants, for periods not to
exceed 5 years, to eligible entities to conduct re-
search, education, or information dissemination
projects for the development and advancement
of precision agriculture.

(2) PRIVATE SECTOR FINANCING.—A grant
under this section shall be used to support only
a project that the Secretary determines is un-
likely to be financed by the private sector.

(3) CONSULTATION WITH ADVISORY BOARD.—
The Secretary shall make grants under this sec-
tion in consultation with the Advisory Board.
(c) PURPOSES OF PROJECTS.—A research, edu-
cation, or information dissemination project
supported by a grant under this section shall
address 1 or more of the following purposes:

(1) The study and promotion of components of
precision agriculture technologies using a sys-
tems research approach designed to increase
long-term site-specific and whole-farm produc-
tion efficiencies, productivity, and profitability.

(2) The improvement in the understanding of
agronomic systems, including, soil, water, land
cover (including grazing land), pest manage-
ment systems, and meteorological variability.

(3) The provision of training and educational
programs for State cooperative extension serv-
ices agents, and other professionals involved in
the production and transfer of integrated preci-
sion agriculture technology.

(4) The development, demonstration, and dis-
semination of information regarding precision
agriculture technologies and systems and the
potential costs and benefits of precision agri-
culture as it relates to—

(A) increased long-term farm production effi-
ciencies, productivity, and profitability;

(B) the maintenance of the environment;
(C) improvements in international trade; and
(D) an integrated program of education for

agricultural producers and consumers, includ-
ing family owned and operated farms.

(5) The promotion of systems research and
education projects focusing on the integration of
the multiple aspects of precision agriculture, in-
cluding development, production-scale imple-
mentation, and farm production efficiencies,
productivity, and profitability.

(6) The study of whether precision agriculture
technologies are applicable and accessible to
small and medium-size farms and the study of
methods of improving the applicability of preci-
sion agriculture technologies to those farms.
(d) GRANT PRIORITIES.—In making grants to eli-
gible entities under this section, the Secretary,
in consultation with the Advisory Board, shall
give priority to research, education, or informa-
tion dissemination projects designed to accom-
plish the following:

(1) Evaluate the use of precision agriculture
technologies using a systems research approach
to increase long-term site-specific and whole
farm production efficiencies, productivity, prof-
itability.

(2) Integrate research, education, and infor-
mation dissemination components in a practical
and readily available manner so that the find-
ings of the project will be made readily usable
by agricultural producers.

(3) Demonstrate the efficient use of agricul-
tural inputs, rather than the uniform reduction
in the use of agricultural inputs.

(4) Maximize the involvement and cooperation
of precision agriculture producers, certified crop
advisers, State cooperative extension services
agents, agricultural input machinery, product
and service providers, nonprofit organizations,
agribusinesses, veterinarians, land-grant col-
leges and universities, and Federal agencies in
precision agriculture systems research projects
involving on-farm research, education, and dis-
semination of precision agriculture information.

(5) Maximize collaboration with multiple
agencies and other partners, including through
leveraging of funds and resources.

(e) MATCHING FUNDS.—The amount of a grant
under this section to an eligible entity (other
than a Federal agency) may not exceed the
amount that the eligible entity makes available
out of non-Federal funds for precision agri-
culture research and for the establishment and
maintenance of facilities necessary for conduct-
ing precision agriculture research.

(f) RESERVATION OF FUNDS FOR EDUCATION
AND INFORMATION DISSEMINATION PROJECTS.—
Of the funds made available for grants under
this section, the Secretary shall reserve a por-
tion of the funds for grants for projects regard-
ing precision agriculture related to education or
information dissemination.

(g) PRECISION AGRICULTURE PARTNERSHIPS.—
In carrying out this section, the Secretary, in
consultation with the Advisory Board, shall en-
courage the establishment of appropriate
multistate and national partnerships or consor-
tia between—

(1) land-grant colleges and universities, State
agricultural experiment stations, State coopera-
tive extension services, other colleges and uni-
versities with demonstrable expertise regarding
precision agriculture, agencies of the Depart-
ment, national laboratories, agribusinesses, ag-
ricultural equipment and input manufacturers
and retailers, certified crop advisers, commodity
organizations, veterinarians, other Federal or
State government entities and agencies, or non-
agricultural industries and nonprofit organiza-
tions with demonstrable expertise regarding pre-
cision agriculture; and

(2) agricultural producers or other land man-
agers.

(h) LIMITATION REGARDING FACILITIES.—A
grant made under this section may not be used
for the planning, repair, rehabilitation, acquisi-
tion, or construction of a building or facility.

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be

appropriated such sums as are necessary to
carry out this section for each of fiscal years
1999 through 2002, of which, for each fiscal
year—

(A) not less than 30 percent shall be available
to make grants for research to be conducted by
multidisciplinary teams; and

(B) not less than 40 percent shall be available
to make grants for research to be conducted by
eligible entities conducting systems research di-
rectly applicable to producers and agricultural
production systems.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds made
available under paragraph (1) shall be available
for obligation for a 2-year period beginning on
October 1 of the fiscal year for which the funds
are made available.
SEC. 404. BIOBASED PRODUCTS.

(a) DEFINITION OF BIOBASED PRODUCT.—In
this section, the term ‘‘biobased product’’ means
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a product suitable for food or nonfood use that
is derived in whole or in part from renewable
agricultural and forestry materials.

(b) COORDINATION OF BIOBASED PRODUCT AC-
TIVITIES.—The Secretary of Agriculture shall—

(1) coordinate the research, technical exper-
tise, economic information, and market informa-
tion resources and activities of the Department
to develop, commercialize, and promote the use
of biobased products;

(2) solicit input from private sector persons
who produce, or are interested in producing,
biobased products;

(3) provide a centralized contact point for ad-
vice and technical assistance for promising and
innovative biobased products; and

(4) submit an annual report to Congress de-
scribing the coordinated research, marketing,
and commercialization activities of the Depart-
ment relating to biobased products.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS FOR BIOBASED
PRODUCTS.—

(1) AGREEMENTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
may enter into cooperative agreements with pri-
vate entities described in subsection (d), under
which the facilities and technical expertise of
the Agricultural Research Service may be made
available to operate pilot plants and other large-
scale preparation facilities for the purpose of
bringing technologies necessary for the develop-
ment and commercialization of new biobased
products to the point of practical application.

(2) DESCRIPTION OF COOPERATIVE ACTIVI-
TIES.—Cooperative activities may include—

(A) research on potential environmental im-
pacts of a biobased product;

(B) methods to reduce the cost of manufactur-
ing a biobased product; and

(C) other appropriate research.
(d) ELIGIBLE PARTNERS.—The following enti-

ties shall be eligible to enter into a cooperative
agreement under subsection (c):

(1) A party that has entered into a cooperative
research and development agreement with the
Secretary under section 12 of the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15
U.S.C. 3710a).

(2) A recipient of funding from the Alternative
Agricultural Research and Commercialization
Corporation established under section 1658 of
the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5902).

(3) A recipient of funding from the Bio-
technology Research and Development Corpora-
tion.

(4) A recipient of funding from the Secretary
under a Small Business Innovation Research
Program established under section 9 of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 638).

(e) PILOT PROJECT.—The Secretary, acting
through the Agricultural Research Service, may
establish and carry out a pilot project under
which grants are provided, on a competitive
basis, to scientists of the Agricultural Research
Service to—

(1) encourage innovative and collaborative
science; and

(2) during each of fiscal years 1999 through
2001, develop biobased products with promising
commercial potential.

(f) SOURCE OF FUNDS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), to carry out this section, the Sec-
retary may use—

(A) funds appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion; and

(B) funds otherwise available for cooperative
research and development agreements under the
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.).

(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may not use
funds referred to in paragraph (1)(B) to carry
out subsection (e).

(g) SALE OF DEVELOPED PRODUCTS.—For the
purpose of determining the market potential for
new biobased products produced at a pilot plant
or other large-scale preparation facility under a
cooperative agreement under this section, the

Secretary shall authorize the private partner or
partners to the agreement to sell the products.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.
SEC. 405. THOMAS JEFFERSON INITIATIVE FOR

CROP DIVERSIFICATION.
(a) INITIATIVE REQUIRED.—The Secretary of

Agriculture shall provide for a research initia-
tive (to be known as the ‘‘Thomas Jefferson Ini-
tiative for Crop Diversification’’) for the pur-
pose of conducting research and development, in
cooperation with other public and private enti-
ties, on the production and marketing of new
and nontraditional crops needed to strengthen
and diversify the agricultural production base
of the United States.

(b) RESEARCH AND EDUCATION EFFORTS.—The
initiative shall include research and education
efforts regarding new and nontraditional crops
designed—

(1) to identify and overcome agronomic bar-
riers to profitable production;

(2) to identify and overcome other production
and marketing barriers; and

(3) to develop processing and utilization tech-
nologies for new and nontraditional crops.

(c) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the initiative
are—

(1) to develop a focused program of research
and development at the regional and national
levels to overcome barriers to the development
of—

(A) new crop opportunities for agricultural
producers; and

(B) related value-added enterprises in rural
communities; and

(2) to ensure a broad-based effort encompass-
ing research, education, market development,
and support of entrepreneurial activity leading
to increased agricultural diversification.

(d) ESTABLISHMENT OF INITIATIVE.—The Sec-
retary shall coordinate the initiative through a
nonprofit center or institute that will coordinate
research and education programs in cooperation
with other public and private entities. The Sec-
retary shall administer research and education
grants made under this section.

(e) REGIONAL EMPHASIS.—
(1) REQUIRED.—The Secretary shall support

development of multistate regional efforts in
crop diversification.

(2) SITE-SPECIFIC CROP DEVELOPMENT EF-
FORTS.—Of funding made available to carry out
the initiative, not less than 50 percent shall be
used for regional efforts centered at colleges and
universities in order to facilitate site-specific
crop development efforts.

(f) ELIGIBLE GRANTEE.—The Secretary may
award funds under this section to colleges or
universities, nonprofit organizations, public
agencies, or individuals.

(g) ADMINISTRATION.—
(1) GRANTS AND CONTRACTS.—Grants awarded

through the initiative shall be selected on a
competitive basis.

(2) PRIVATE BUSINESSES.—The recipient of a
grant may use a portion of the grant funds for
standard contracts with private businesses, such
as for test processing of a new or nontraditional
crop.

(3) TERMS.—The term of a grant awarded
through the initiative may not exceed 5 years.

(4) MATCHING FUNDS.—The Secretary shall re-
quire the recipient of a grant awarded through
the initiative to contribute an amount of funds
from non-Federal sources that is at least equal
to the amount provided by the Federal Govern-
ment.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.
SEC. 406. INTEGRATED RESEARCH, EDUCATION,

AND EXTENSION COMPETITIVE
GRANTS PROGRAM.

(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this section
to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to es-

tablish an integrated research, education, and
extension competitive grant program to provide
funding for integrated, multifunctional agricul-
tural research, extension, and education activi-
ties.

(b) COMPETITIVE GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—Sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations to
carry out this section, the Secretary may award
grants to colleges and universities (as defined in
section 1404 of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of
1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103)) on a competitive basis for
integrated agricultural research, education, and
extension projects in accordance with this sec-
tion.

(c) CRITERIA FOR GRANTS.—Grants under this
section shall be awarded to address priorities in
United States agriculture, determined by the
Secretary in consultation with the Advisory
Board, that involve integrated research, exten-
sion, and education activities.

(d) MATCHING OF FUNDS.—
(1) GENERAL REQUIREMENT.—If a grant under

this section provides a particular benefit to a
specific agricultural commodity, the Secretary
shall require the recipient of the grant to pro-
vide funds or in-kind support to match the
amount of funds provided by the Secretary in
the grant.

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
matching funds requirement specified in para-
graph (1) with respect to a grant if the Secretary
determines that—

(A) the results of the project, while of particu-
lar benefit to a specific agricultural commodity,
are likely to be applicable to agricultural com-
modities generally; or

(B) the project involves a minor commodity,
the project deals with scientifically important
research, and the grant recipient is unable to
satisfy the matching funds requirement.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.
SEC. 407. COORDINATED PROGRAM OF RE-

SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDU-
CATION TO IMPROVE VIABILITY OF
SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZE DAIRY,
LIVESTOCK, AND POULTRY OPER-
ATIONS.

(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of
Agriculture may carry out a coordinated pro-
gram of research, extension, and education to
improve the competitiveness, viability, and sus-
tainability of small and medium size dairy, live-
stock, and poultry operations (referred to in this
section as ‘‘operations’’).

(b) COMPONENTS.—To the extent the Secretary
elects to carry out the program, the Secretary
shall conduct—

(1) research, development, and on-farm exten-
sion and education concerning low-cost produc-
tion facilities and practices, management sys-
tems, and genetics that are appropriate for the
operations;

(2) in the case of dairy and livestock oper-
ations, research and extension on management-
intensive grazing systems for dairy and livestock
production to realize the potential for reduced
capital and feed costs through greater use of
management skills, labor availability optimiza-
tion, and the natural benefits of grazing pas-
tures;

(3) research and extension on integrated crop
and livestock or poultry systems that increase
efficiencies, reduce costs, and prevent environ-
mental pollution to strengthen the competitive
position of the operations;

(4) economic analyses and market feasibility
studies to identify new and expanded opportu-
nities for producers on the operations that pro-
vide tools and strategies to meet consumer de-
mand in domestic and international markets,
such as cooperative marketing and value-added
strategies for milk, meat, and poultry produc-
tion and processing; and

(5) technology assessment that compares the
technological resources of large specialized pro-
ducers with the technological needs of producers
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on the operations to identify and transfer exist-
ing technology across all sizes and scales and to
identify the specific research and education
needs of the producers.

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary may use
the funds, facilities, and technical expertise of
the Agricultural Research Service and the Coop-
erative State Research, Education, and Exten-
sion Service and other funds available to the
Secretary (other than funds of the Commodity
Credit Corporation) to carry out this section.
SEC. 408. SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH REGARDING

DISEASES OF WHEAT AND BARLEY
CAUSED BY FUSARIUM
GRAMINEARUM.

(a) RESEARCH GRANT AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary of Agriculture may make a grant to a
consortium of land-grant colleges and univer-
sities to enhance the ability of the consortium to
carry out a multi-State research project aimed
at understanding and combating diseases of
wheat and barley caused by Fusarium
graminearum and related fungi (referred to in
this section as ‘‘wheat scab’’).

(b) RESEARCH COMPONENTS.—Funds provided
under this section shall be available for the fol-
lowing collaborative, multi-State research ac-
tivities:

(1) Identification and understanding of the
epidemiology of wheat scab and the toxi-
cological properties of vomitoxin, a toxic me-
tabolite commonly occurring in wheat and bar-
ley infected with wheat scab.

(2) Development of crop management strate-
gies to reduce the risk of wheat scab occurrence.

(3) Development of—
(A) efficient and accurate methods to monitor

wheat and barley for the presence of wheat scab
and resulting vomitoxin contamination;

(B) post-harvest management techniques for
wheat and barley infected with wheat scab; and

(C) milling and food processing techniques to
render contaminated grain safe.

(4) Strengthening and expansion of plant-
breeding activities to enhance the resistance of
wheat and barley to wheat scab, including the
establishment of a regional advanced breeding
material evaluation nursery and a germplasm
introduction and evaluation system.

(5) Development and deployment of alter-
native fungicide application systems and formu-
lations to control wheat scab and consideration
of other chemical control strategies to assist
farmers until new more resistant wheat and bar-
ley varieties are available.

(c) COMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS.—Funds pro-
vided under this section shall be available for
efforts to concentrate, integrate, and dissemi-
nate research, extension, and outreach-ori-
entated information regarding wheat scab.

(d) MANAGEMENT.—To oversee the use of a
grant made under this section, the Secretary
may establish a committee composed of the di-
rectors of the agricultural experiment stations in
the States in which land-grant colleges and uni-
versities that are members of the consortium are
located.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to carry
out this section $5,200,000 for each of fiscal
years 1999 through 2002.

TITLE V—AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM
ADJUSTMENTS

Subtitle A—Food Stamp Program
SEC. 501. REDUCTIONS IN FUNDING OF EMPLOY-

MENT AND TRAINING PROGRAMS.
Section 16(h)(1)(A) of the Food Stamp Act of

1977 (7 U.S.C. 2025(h)(1)(A)) is amended—
(1) in clause (iv)(II), by striking

‘‘$131,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$31,000,000’’; and
(2) in clause (v)(II), by striking ‘‘$131,000,000’’

and inserting ‘‘$86,000,000’’.
SEC. 502. REDUCTIONS IN PAYMENTS FOR ADMIN-

ISTRATIVE COSTS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 16 of the Food

Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2025) is amended—
(1) in the first sentence of subsection (a), by

striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject
to subsection (k), the Secretary’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(k) REDUCTIONS IN PAYMENTS FOR ADMINIS-

TRATIVE COSTS.—
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
‘‘(A) AFDC PROGRAM.—The term ‘AFDC pro-

gram’ means the program of aid to families with
dependent children established under part A of
title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601
et seq. (as in effect, with respect to a State, dur-
ing the base period for that State)).

‘‘(B) BASE PERIOD.—The term ‘base period’
means the period used to determine the amount
of the State family assistance grant for a State
under section 403 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 603).

‘‘(C) MEDICAID PROGRAM.—The term ‘medicaid
program’ means the program of medical assist-
ance under a State plan or under a waiver of
the plan under title XIX of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.).

‘‘(2) DETERMINATIONS OF AMOUNTS ATTRIB-
UTABLE TO BENEFITING PROGRAMS.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of this
subsection, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, in consultation with the Secretary of
Agriculture and the States, shall, with respect
to the base period for each State, determine—

‘‘(A) the annualized amount the State re-
ceived under section 403(a)(3) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 603(a)(3) (as in effect during
the base period)) for administrative costs com-
mon to determining the eligibility of individuals,
families, and households eligible or applying for
the AFDC program and the food stamp program,
the AFDC program and the medicaid program,
and the AFDC program, the food stamp pro-
gram, and the medicaid program that were allo-
cated to the AFDC program; and

‘‘(B) the annualized amount the State would
have received under section 403(a)(3) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 603(a)(3) (as so in
effect)), section 1903(a)(7) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(a)(7) (as so in effect)), and
subsection (a) of this section (as so in effect), for
administrative costs common to determining the
eligibility of individuals, families, and house-
holds eligible or applying for the AFDC program
and the food stamp program, the AFDC program
and the medicaid program, and the AFDC pro-
gram, the food stamp program, and the medicaid
program, if those costs had been allocated
equally among such programs for which the in-
dividual, family, or household was eligible or
applied for.

‘‘(3) REDUCTION IN PAYMENT.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other

provision of this section, effective for each of fis-
cal years 1999 through 2002, the Secretary shall
reduce, for each fiscal year, the amount paid
under subsection (a) to each State by an amount
equal to the amount determined for the food
stamp program under paragraph (2)(B). The
Secretary shall, to the extent practicable, make
the reductions required by this paragraph on a
quarterly basis.

‘‘(B) APPLICATION.—If the Secretary of Health
and Human Services does not make the deter-
minations required by paragraph (2) by Septem-
ber 30, 1999—

‘‘(i) during the fiscal year in which the deter-
minations are made, the Secretary shall reduce
the amount paid under subsection (a) to each
State by an amount equal to the sum of the
amounts determined for the food stamp program
under paragraph (2)(B) for fiscal year 1999
through the fiscal year during which the deter-
minations are made; and

‘‘(ii) for each subsequent fiscal year through
fiscal year 2002, subparagraph (A) applies.

‘‘(4) APPEAL OF DETERMINATIONS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 days after

the date on which the Secretary of Health and
Human Services makes any determination re-
quired by paragraph (2) with respect to a State,
the Secretary shall notify the chief executive of-
ficer of the State of the determination.

‘‘(B) REVIEW BY ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
JUDGE.—

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after
the date on which a State receives notice under
subparagraph (A) of a determination, the State
may appeal the determination, in whole or in
part, to an administrative law judge of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services by fil-
ing an appeal with the administrative law
judge.

‘‘(ii) DOCUMENTATION.—The administrative
law judge shall consider an appeal filed by a
State under clause (i) on the basis of such docu-
mentation as the State may submit and as the
administrative law judge may require to support
the final decision of the administrative law
judge.

‘‘(iii) REVIEW.—In deciding whether to uphold
a determination, in whole or in part, the admin-
istrative law judge shall conduct a thorough re-
view of the issues and take into account all rel-
evant evidence.

‘‘(iv) DEADLINE.—Not later than 60 days after
the date on which the record is closed, the ad-
ministrative law judge shall—

‘‘(I) make a final decision with respect to an
appeal filed under clause (i); and

‘‘(II) notify the chief executive officer of the
State of the decision.

‘‘(C) REVIEW BY DEPARTMENTAL APPEALS
BOARD.—

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which a State receives notice under
subparagraph (B) of a final decision, the State
may appeal the decision, in whole or in part, to
the Departmental Appeals Board established in
the Department of Health and Human Services
(referred to in this paragraph as the ‘Board’) by
filing an appeal with the Board.

‘‘(ii) REVIEW.—The Board shall review the de-
cision on the record.

‘‘(iii) DEADLINE.—Not later than 60 days after
the date on which the appeal is filed, the Board
shall—

‘‘(I) make a final decision with respect to an
appeal filed under clause (i); and

‘‘(II) notify the chief executive officer of the
State of the decision.

‘‘(D) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—The determinations
of the Secretary of Health and Human Services
under paragraph (2), and a final decision of the
administrative law judge or Board under sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C), respectively, shall not
be subject to judicial review.

‘‘(E) REDUCED PAYMENTS PENDING APPEAL.—
The pendency of an appeal under this para-
graph shall not affect the requirement that the
Secretary reduce payments in accordance with
paragraph (3).

‘‘(5) ALLOCATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No funds or expenditures

described in subparagraph (B) may be used to
pay for costs—

‘‘(i) eligible for reimbursement under sub-
section (a) (or costs that would have been eligi-
ble for reimbursement but for this subsection);
and

‘‘(ii) allocated for reimbursement to the food
stamp program under a plan submitted by a
State to the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to allocate administrative costs for pub-
lic assistance programs.

‘‘(B) FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES.—Subpara-
graph (A) applies to—

‘‘(i) funds made available to carry out part A
of title IV, or title XX, of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 601 et seq., 1397 et seq.);

‘‘(ii) expenditures made as qualified State ex-
penditures (as defined in section 409(a)(7)(B) of
that Act (42 U.S.C. 609(a)(7)(B)));

‘‘(iii) any other Federal funds (except funds
provided under subsection (a)); and

‘‘(iv) any other State funds that are—
‘‘(I) expended as a condition of receiving Fed-

eral funds; or
‘‘(II) used to match Federal funds under a

Federal program other than the food stamp pro-
gram.’’.

(b) REVIEW OF METHODOLOGY USED TO MAKE
CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS.—Not later
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than 1 year after the date of enactment, the
Comptroller General of the United States shall—

(1) review the adequacy of the methodology
used in making the determinations required
under section 16(k)(2)(B) of the Food Stamp Act
of 1977 (as added by subsection (a)(2)); and

(2) submit a written report on the results of
the review to the Committee on Agriculture of
the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate.
SEC. 503. EXTENSION OF ELIGIBILITY PERIOD

FOR REFUGEES AND CERTAIN
OTHER QUALIFIED ALIENS FROM 5
TO 7 YEARS.

Section 402(a)(2)(A) of the Personal Respon-
sibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(a)(2)(A)) is amended—

(1) by striking clause (ii);
(2) by striking ‘‘ASYLEES.—’’ and all that fol-

lows through ‘‘paragraph (3)(A)’’ and inserting
‘‘ASYLEES.—With respect to the specified Federal
programs described in paragraph (3)’’; and

(3) by redesignating subclauses (I) through
(V) as clauses (i) through (v) and indenting ap-
propriately.
SEC. 504. FOOD STAMP ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN

DISABLED ALIENS.
Section 402(a)(2)(F) of the Personal Respon-

sibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(a)(2)(F)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘program defined in paragraph
(3)(A) (relating to the supplemental security in-
come program)’’ and inserting ‘‘specified Fed-
eral programs described in paragraph (3)’’; and

(2) in clause (ii)—
(A) by inserting ‘‘(I) in the case of the speci-

fied Federal program described in paragraph
(3)(A),’’ after ‘‘(ii)’’;

(B) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(II) in the case of the specified Federal pro-

gram described in paragraph (3)(B), is receiving
benefits or assistance for blindness or disability
(within the meaning of section 3(r) of the Food
Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2012(r))).’’.
SEC. 505. FOOD STAMP ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN

INDIANS.
Section 402(a)(2)(G) of the Personal Respon-

sibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(a)(2)(G)) is amended—

(1) in the subparagraph heading, by striking
‘‘SSI EXCEPTION’’ and inserting ‘‘EXCEPTION’’;
and

(2) by striking ‘‘program defined in paragraph
(3)(A) (relating to the supplemental security in-
come program)’’ and inserting ‘‘specified Fed-
eral programs described in paragraph (3)’’.
SEC. 506. FOOD STAMP ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN

ELDERLY INDIVIDUALS.
Section 402(a)(2) of the Personal Responsibil-

ity and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(a)(2)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘‘(I) FOOD STAMP EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN EL-
DERLY INDIVIDUALS.—With respect to eligibility
for benefits for the specified Federal program
described in paragraph (3)(B), paragraph (1)
shall not apply to any individual who on Au-
gust 22, 1996—

‘‘(i) was lawfully residing in the United
States; and

‘‘(ii) was 65 years of age or older.’’.
SEC. 507. FOOD STAMP ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN

CHILDREN.
Section 402(a)(2) of the Personal Responsibil-

ity and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(a)(2)) (as amended by section
506) is amended by adding at the end the follow-
ing:

‘‘(J) FOOD STAMP EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN
CHILDREN.—With respect to eligibility for bene-
fits for the specified Federal program described
in paragraph (3)(B), paragraph (1) shall not
apply to any individual who—

‘‘(i) was lawfully residing in the United States
on August 22, 1996; and

‘‘(ii) is under 18 years of age.’’.
SEC. 508. FOOD STAMP ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN

HMONG AND HIGHLAND LAOTIANS.
Section 402(a)(2) of the Personal Responsibil-

ity and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(a)(2)) (as amended by section
507) is amended by adding at the end the follow-
ing:

‘‘(K) FOOD STAMP EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN
HMONG AND HIGHLAND LAOTIANS.—With respect
to eligibility for benefits for the specified Fed-
eral program described in paragraph (3)(B),
paragraph (1) shall not apply to—

‘‘(i) any individual who—
‘‘(I) is lawfully residing in the United States;

and
‘‘(II) was a member of a Hmong or Highland

Laotian tribe at the time that the tribe rendered
assistance to United States personnel by taking
part in a military or rescue operation during the
Vietnam era (as defined in section 101 of title 38,
United States Code);

‘‘(ii) the spouse, or an unmarried dependent
child, of such an individual; or

‘‘(iii) the unremarried surviving spouse of
such an individual who is deceased.’’.
SEC. 509. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

Section 403(d) of the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1613(d)) is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking
‘‘SSI’’ and all that follows through ‘‘INDIANS’’
and inserting ‘‘BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN GROUPS’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘not apply to an individual’’
and inserting ‘‘not apply to—

‘‘(1) an individual’’;
(3) by striking ‘‘(a)(3)(A)’’ and inserting

‘‘(a)(3)’’; and
(4) by striking the period at the end and in-

serting ‘‘; or’’; and
(5) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(2) an individual, spouse, or dependent de-

scribed in section 402(a)(2)(K), but only with re-
spect to the specified Federal program described
in section 402(a)(3)(B).’’.
SEC. 510. EFFECTIVE DATES.

(a) REDUCTIONS.—The amendments made by
sections 501 and 502 take effect on the date of
enactment of this Act.

(b) FOOD STAMP ELIGIBILITY.—The amend-
ments made by sections 503 through 509 take ef-
fect on November 1, 1998.

Subtitle B—Information Technology Funding
SEC. 521. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FUNDING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4(g) of the Commod-
ity Credit Corporation Charter Act (15 U.S.C.
714b(g)) is amended in the first sentence by
striking ‘‘$275,000,000’’ and inserting
‘‘$193,000,000’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) takes effect on October 1, 1997.

Subtitle C—Crop Insurance
SEC. 531. FUNDING.

Section 516 of the Federal Crop Insurance Act
(7 U.S.C. 1516) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—
(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting

the following:
‘‘(1) DISCRETIONARY EXPENSES.—There are au-

thorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 1999
and each subsequent fiscal year such sums as
are necessary to cover the salaries and expenses
of the Corporation.’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—
(i) by inserting after ‘‘are necessary to cover’’

the following: ‘‘for each of the 1999 and subse-
quent reinsurance years’’; and

(ii) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following:

‘‘(A) the administrative and operating ex-
penses of the Corporation for the sales commis-
sions of agents; and’’; and

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting the
following:

‘‘(b) PAYMENT OF CORPORATION EXPENSES
FROM INSURANCE FUND.—

‘‘(1) EXPENSES GENERALLY.—For each of the
1999 and subsequent reinsurance years, the Cor-
poration may pay from the insurance fund es-
tablished under subsection (c) all expenses of
the Corporation (other than expenses covered by
subsection (a)(1) and expenses covered by para-
graph (2)(A)), including—

‘‘(A) premium subsidies and indemnities;
‘‘(B) administrative and operating expenses of

the Corporation necessary to pay the sales com-
missions of agents; and

‘‘(C) all administrative and operating expense
reimbursements due under a reinsurance agree-
ment with an approved insurance provider.

‘‘(2) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT EXPENSES.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For each of the 1999 and

subsequent reinsurance years, the Corporation
may pay from the insurance fund established
under subsection (c) research and development
expenses of the Corporation, but not to exceed
$3,500,000 for each fiscal year.

‘‘(B) DAIRY OPTIONS PILOT PROGRAM.—
Amounts necessary to carry out the dairy op-
tions pilot program shall not be counted toward
the limitation on research and development ex-
penses specified in subparagraph (A).’’.

SEC. 532. BUDGETARY OFFSETS.

(a) ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR CATASTROPHIC
RISK PROTECTION.—Section 508(b) of the Federal
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(b)) is amend-
ed by striking paragraph (5) and inserting the
following:

‘‘(5) ADMINISTRATIVE FEE.—
‘‘(A) BASIC FEE.—Each producer shall pay an

administrative fee for catastrophic risk protec-
tion in an amount equal to 10 percent of the pre-
mium for the catastrophic risk protection or $50
per crop per county, whichever is greater, as de-
termined by the Corporation.

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL FEE.—In addition to the
amount required under subparagraph (A), the
producer shall pay a $10 fee for each amount de-
termined under subparagraph (A).

‘‘(C) TIME FOR PAYMENT.—The amounts re-
quired under subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall
be paid by the producer on the date that pre-
mium for a policy of additional coverage would
be paid by the producer.

‘‘(D) USE OF FEES.—
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The amounts paid under

this paragraph shall be deposited in the crop in-
surance fund established under section 516(c), to
be available for the programs and activities of
the Corporation.

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—No funds deposited in the
crop insurance fund under this subparagraph
may be used to compensate an approved insur-
ance provider or agent for the delivery of serv-
ices under this subsection.

‘‘(E) WAIVER OF FEE.—The Corporation shall
waive the amounts required under this para-
graph for limited resource farmers, as defined by
the Corporation.’’.

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR ADDITIONAL
COVERAGE.—Section 508(c)(10) of the Federal
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(c)(10)) is
amended—

(1) by striking subparagraph (A) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(A) FEE REQUIRED.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this paragraph, if a producer elects to
purchase additional coverage for a crop at a
level that is less than 65 percent of the recorded
or appraised average yield indemnified at 100
percent of the expected market price, or an
equivalent coverage, the producer shall pay an
administrative fee for the additional coverage.
The administrative fee for the producer shall be
$50 per crop per county, but not to exceed $200
per producer per county, up to a maximum of
$600 per producer for all counties in which a
producer has insured crops. Subparagraphs (D)
and (E) of subsection (b)(5) shall apply with re-
spect to the use of administrative fees under this
subparagraph.’’; and
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(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘$10’’

and inserting ‘‘$20’’.
(c) REIMBURSEMENT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AND

OPERATING COSTS.—Section 508(k) of the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(k)) is
amended by striking paragraph (4) and insert-
ing the following:

‘‘(4) RATE.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraph (B), the rate established by the
Board to reimburse approved insurance provid-
ers and agents for the administrative and oper-
ating costs of the providers and agents shall not
exceed—

‘‘(i) for the 1998 reinsurance year, 27 percent
of the premium used to define loss ratio; and

‘‘(ii) for each of the 1999 and subsequent rein-
surance years, 24.5 percent of the premium used
to define loss ratio.

‘‘(B) PROPORTIONAL REDUCTIONS.—A policy of
additional coverage that received a rate of reim-
bursement for administrative and operating
costs for the 1998 reinsurance year that is lower
than the rate specified in subparagraph (A)(i)
shall receive a reduction in the rate of reim-
bursement that is proportional to the reduction
in the rate of reimbursement between clauses (i)
and (ii) of subparagraph (A).’’.

(d) LOSS ADJUSTMENT EXPENSES FOR CATA-
STROPHIC RISK PROTECTION.—Section 508(b) of
the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C.
1508(b)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘‘(11) LOSS ADJUSTMENT.—The rate for reim-
bursing an approved insurance provider or
agent for expenses incurred by the approved in-
surance provider or agent for loss adjustment in
connection with a policy of catastrophic risk
protection shall not exceed 11 percent of the pre-
mium for catastrophic risk protection that is
used to define loss ratio.’’.
SEC. 533. PROCEDURES FOR RESPONDING TO

CERTAIN INQUIRIES.
Section 506 of the Federal Crop Insurance Act

(7 U.S.C. 1506) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘(s) PROCEDURES FOR RESPONDING TO CER-
TAIN INQUIRIES.—

‘‘(1) PROCEDURES REQUIRED.—The Corpora-
tion shall establish procedures under which the
Corporation will provide a final agency deter-
mination in response to an inquiry regarding
the interpretation by the Corporation of this
title or any regulation issued under this title.

‘‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Corporation shall issue regulations
to implement this subsection. At a minimum, the
regulations shall establish—

‘‘(A) the manner in which inquiries described
in paragraph (1) are required to be submitted to
the Corporation; and

‘‘(B) a reasonable maximum number of days
within which the Corporation will respond to all
inquiries.

‘‘(3) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO TIMELY RE-
SPOND.—If the Corporation fails to respond to
an inquiry in accordance with the procedures
established pursuant to this subsection, the per-
son requesting the interpretation of this title or
regulation may assume the interpretation is cor-
rect for the applicable reinsurance year.’’.
SEC. 534. TIME PERIOD FOR RESPONDING TO

SUBMISSION OF NEW POLICIES.
Section 508(h) of the Federal Crop Insurance

Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(h)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘‘(10) TIME LIMITS FOR RESPONSE TO SUBMIS-
SION OF NEW POLICIES.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall establish
a reasonable time period within which the
Board shall approve or disapprove a proposal
from a person regarding a new policy submitted
in accordance with this subsection.

‘‘(B) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO MEET TIME LIM-
ITS.—Except as provided in subparagraph (C), if
the Board fails to provide a response to a pro-

posal described in subparagraph (A) in accord-
ance with subparagraph (A), the new policy
shall be deemed to be approved by the Board for
purposes of this subsection for the initial rein-
surance year designated for the new policy in
the request.

‘‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.—Subparagraph (B) shall
not apply to a proposal submitted under this
subsection if the Board and the person submit-
ting the request agree to an extension of the
time period.’’.
SEC. 535. CROP INSURANCE STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Agriculture shall enter into a contract, with
1 or more entities outside the Federal Govern-
ment with expertise in the establishment and de-
livery of crop and revenue insurance to agricul-
tural producers, under which the contractor
shall conduct a study of crop insurance issues
specified in the contract, including—

(1) improvement of crop insurance service to
agricultural producers;

(2) options for transforming the role of the
Federal Government from a crop insurance pro-
vider to solely that of a crop insurance regu-
lator; and

(3) privatization of crop insurance coverage.
(b) CONTRACTOR.—Not later than 180 days

after the date the contract is entered into, the
contractor shall complete the study and submit
a report on the study, including appropriate
recommendations, to the Secretary.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after the
date the Secretary receives the report, the Sec-
retary shall submit the report, and any com-
ments on the report, to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate.
SEC. 536. REQUIRED TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF

STANDARD REINSURANCE AGREE-
MENTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
‘‘approved insurance provider’’ and ‘‘Corpora-
tion’’ have the meanings given the terms in sec-
tion 502(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7
U.S.C. 1502(b)).

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
(1) INCORPORATION OF AMENDMENTS.—For

each of the 1999 and subsequent reinsurance
years, the Corporation shall ensure that each
Standard Reinsurance Agreement between an
approved insurance provider and the Corpora-
tion reflects the amendments to the Federal
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) that
are made by this subtitle to the extent the
amendments are applicable to approved insur-
ance providers.

(2) RETENTION OF EXISTING PROVISIONS.—Ex-
cept to the extent necessary to implement the
amendments made by this subtitle, each Stand-
ard Reinsurance Agreement described in para-
graph (1) shall contain the following provisions
of the Standard Reinsurance Agreement for the
1998 reinsurance year:

(A) Section II, concerning the terms of rein-
surance and underwriting gain and loss for an
approved insurance provider.

(B) Section III, concerning the terms for sub-
sidies and administrative fees for an approved
insurance provider.

(C) Section IV, concerning the terms for loss
adjustment for an approved insurance provider
under catastrophic risk protection.

(D) Section V.C., concerning interest pay-
ments between the Corporation and an approved
insurance provider.

(E) Section V.I.5., concerning liquidated dam-
ages.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—To implement this sub-
title and the amendments made by this subtitle,
the Corporation is not required to amend provi-
sions of the Standard Reinsurance Agreement
not specifically affected by this subtitle or an
amendment made by this subtitle.

SEC. 537. EFFECTIVE DATE.
Except as provided in section 535, this subtitle

and the amendments made by this subtitle take
effect on July 1, 1998.
TITLE VI—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—Existing Authorities
SEC. 601. RETENTION AND USE OF FEES.

(a) ORGANIC CERTIFICATION.—Section 2107 of
the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7
U.S.C. 6506) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘(d) AVAILABILITY OF FEES.—
‘‘(1) ACCOUNT.—Fees collected under sub-

section (a)(10) (including late payment penalties
and interest earned from investment of the fees)
shall be credited to the account that incurs the
cost of the services provided under this title.

‘‘(2) USE.—The collected fees shall be avail-
able to the Secretary, without further appro-
priation or fiscal-year limitation, to pay the ex-
penses of the Secretary incurred in providing
accreditation services under this title.’’.

(b) NATIONAL ARBORETUM.—Section 6(b) of
the Act of March 4, 1927 (20 U.S.C. 196(b)), is
amended by striking ‘‘Treasury’’ and inserting
‘‘Treasury. Amounts in the special fund shall be
available to the Secretary of Agriculture, with-
out further appropriation,’’.

(c) PATENT CULTURE COLLECTION FEES.—
(1) RETENTION.—All funds collected by the Ag-

ricultural Research Service of the Department of
Agriculture in connection with the acceptance
of microorganisms for deposit in, or the distribu-
tion of microorganisms from, the Patent Culture
Collection maintained and operated by the Agri-
cultural Research Service shall be credited to
the appropriation supporting the maintenance
and operation of the Patent Culture Collection.

(2) USE.—The collected funds shall be avail-
able to the Agricultural Research Service, with-
out further appropriation or fiscal-year limita-
tion, to carry out its responsibilities under law
(including international treaties) with respect to
the Patent Culture Collection.
SEC. 602. OFFICE OF ENERGY POLICY AND NEW

USES.
The Department of Agriculture Reorganiza-

tion Act of 1994 is amended by inserting after
section 219 (7 U.S.C. 6919) the following:
‘‘SEC. 220. OFFICE OF ENERGY POLICY AND NEW

USES.
‘‘The Secretary shall establish for the Depart-

ment, in the Office of the Secretary, an Office of
Energy Policy and New Uses.’’.
SEC. 603. KIWIFRUIT RESEARCH, PROMOTION,

AND CONSUMER INFORMATION PRO-
GRAM.

(a) AMENDMENTS TO ORDERS.—Section 554(c)
of the National Kiwifruit Research, Promotion,
and Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C.
7463(c)) is amended in the second sentence by
inserting before the period at the end the follow-
ing: ‘‘, except that an amendment to an order
shall not require a referendum to become effec-
tive’’.

(b) NATIONAL KIWIFRUIT BOARD.—Section 555
of the National Kiwifruit Research, Promotion,
and Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 7464) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraphs
(1) through (3) and inserting the following:

‘‘(1) 10 members who are producers, exporters,
or importers (or their representatives), based on
a proportional representation of the level of do-
mestic production and imports of kiwifruit (as
determined by the Secretary).

‘‘(2) 1 member appointed from the general
public.’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—
(A) by striking ‘‘MEMBERSHIP.—’’ and all that

follows through ‘‘paragraph (2), the’’ and in-
serting ‘‘MEMBERSHIP.—Subject to the 11-mem-
ber limit, the’’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and
(3) in subsection (c)—
(A) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘who are

producers’’ after ‘‘members’’;
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(B) in paragraph (3)—
(i) by inserting ‘‘who are importers or export-

ers’’ after ‘‘members’’; and
(ii) by striking ‘‘(a)(2)’’ and inserting

‘‘(a)(1)’’; and
(C) in the second sentence of paragraph (5),

by inserting ‘‘and alternate’’ after ‘‘member’’.
SEC. 604. FOOD ANIMAL RESIDUE AVOIDANCE

DATABASE PROGRAM.
(a) CONTINUATION OF PROGRAM.—The Sec-

retary of Agriculture shall continue operation of
the Food Animal Residue Avoidance Database
program (referred to in this section as the
‘‘FARAD program’’) through contracts, grants,
or cooperative agreements with appropriate col-
leges or universities.

(b) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the FARAD
program, the Secretary shall—

(1) provide livestock producers, extension spe-
cialists, scientists, and veterinarians with infor-
mation to prevent drug, pesticide, and environ-
mental contaminant residues in food animal
products;

(2) maintain up-to-date information concern-
ing—

(A) withdrawal times on FDA-approved food
animal drugs and appropriate withdrawal inter-
vals for drugs used in food animals in the
United States, as established under section
512(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (21 U.S.C. 360b(a));

(B) official tolerances for drugs and pesticides
in tissues, eggs, and milk;

(C) descriptions and sensitivities of rapid
screening tests for detecting residues in tissues,
eggs, and milk; and

(D) data on the distribution and fate of
chemicals in food animals;

(3) publish periodically a compilation of food
animal drugs approved by the Food and Drug
Administration;

(4) make information on food animal drugs
available to the public through handbooks and
other literature, computer software, a telephone
hotline, and the Internet;

(5) furnish producer quality-assurance pro-
grams with up-to-date data on approved drugs;

(6) maintain a comprehensive and up-to-date,
residue avoidance database;

(7) provide professional advice for determining
the withdrawal times necessary for food safety
in the use of drugs in food animals; and

(8) engage in other activities designed to pro-
mote food safety.

(c) CONTRACT, GRANTS, AND COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary shall offer to enter
into a contract, grant, or cooperative agreement
with 1 or more appropriate colleges and univer-
sities to operate the FARAD program. The term
of the contract, grant, or cooperative agreement
shall be 3 years, with options to extend the term
of the contract triennially.

(d) INDIRECT COSTS.—Federal funds provided
by the Secretary under a contract, grant, or co-
operative agreement under this section shall be
subject to reduction for indirect costs of the re-
cipient of the funds in an amount not to exceed
19 percent of the total Federal funds provided
under the contract, grant, or cooperative agree-
ment.
SEC. 605. HONEY RESEARCH, PROMOTION, AND

CONSUMER INFORMATION.
(a) FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.—Section 2 of the

Honey Research, Promotion, and Consumer In-
formation Act (7 U.S.C. 4601) is amended—

(1) by striking the section heading and all
that follows through ‘‘The Congress finds that:’’
and inserting the following:
‘‘SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following
findings:’’;

(2) in subsection (a) (as so designated)—
(A) in paragraphs (6) and (7), by striking

‘‘and consumer education’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘consumer education, and
industry information’’; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (7) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(8) The ability to develop and maintain pu-
rity standards for honey and honey products is
critical to maintaining the consumer confidence,
safety, and trust that are essential components
of any undertaking to maintain and develop
markets for honey and honey products.

‘‘(9) Research directed at improving the cost
effectiveness and efficiency of beekeeping, as
well as developing better means of dealing with
pest and disease problems, is essential to keep-
ing honey and honey product prices competitive
and facilitating market growth as well as main-
taining the financial well-being of the honey in-
dustry.

‘‘(10) Research involving the quality, safety,
and image of honey and honey products and
how that quality, safety, and image may be af-
fected during the extraction, processing, pack-
aging, marketing, and other stages of the honey
and honey product production and distribution
process, is highly important to building and
maintaining markets for honey and honey prod-
ucts.’’; and

(3) by striking subsection (b) and inserting the
following:

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

‘‘(1) to authorize the establishment of an or-
derly procedure for the development and financ-
ing, through an adequate assessment, of an ef-
fective, continuous, and nationally coordinated
program of promotion, research, consumer edu-
cation, and industry information designed to—

‘‘(A) strengthen the position of the honey in-
dustry in the marketplace;

‘‘(B) maintain, develop, and expand domestic
and foreign markets and uses for honey and
honey products;

‘‘(C) maintain and improve the competitive-
ness and efficiency of the honey industry; and

‘‘(D) sponsor research to develop better means
of dealing with pest and disease problems;

‘‘(2) to maintain and expand the markets for
all honey and honey products in a manner
that—

‘‘(A) is not designed to maintain or expand
any individual producer’s, importer’s, or han-
dler’s share of the market; and

‘‘(B) does not compete with or replace individ-
ual advertising or promotion efforts designed to
promote individual brand name or trade name
honey or honey products; and

‘‘(3) to authorize and fund programs that re-
sult in government speech promoting govern-
ment objectives.

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION.—Nothing in this Act—
‘‘(1) prohibits the sale of various grades of

honey;
‘‘(2) provides for control of honey production;
‘‘(3) limits the right of the individual honey

producer to produce honey; or
‘‘(4) creates a trade barrier to honey or honey

products produced in a foreign country.’’.
(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3 of the Honey Re-

search, Promotion, and Consumer Information
Act (7 U.S.C. 4602) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (7) and inserting the
following:

‘‘(7) HANDLE.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘handle’ means

to process, package, sell, transport, purchase, or
in any other way place or cause to be placed in
commerce, honey or a honey product.

‘‘(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘handle’ includes
selling unprocessed honey that will be consumed
or used without further processing or packag-
ing.

‘‘(C) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘handle’ does not
include—

‘‘(i) the transportation of unprocessed honey
by a producer to a handler;

‘‘(ii) the transportation by a commercial car-
rier of honey, whether processed or unprocessed,
for a handler or producer; or

‘‘(iii) the purchase of honey or a honey prod-
uct by a consumer or other end-user of the
honey or honey product.’’;

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(19) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘Department’
means the Department of Agriculture.

‘‘(20) HONEY PRODUCTION.—The term ‘honey
production’ means all beekeeping operations re-
lated to—

‘‘(A) managing honey bee colonies to produce
honey;

‘‘(B) harvesting honey from the colonies;
‘‘(C) extracting honey from the honeycombs;

and
‘‘(D) preparing honey for sale for further

processing.
‘‘(21) INDUSTRY INFORMATION.—The term ‘in-

dustry information’ means information or a pro-
gram that will lead to the development of new
markets, new marketing strategies, or increased
efficiency for the honey industry, or an activity
to enhance the image of honey and honey prod-
ucts and of the honey industry.

‘‘(22) NATIONAL HONEY MARKETING COOPERA-
TIVE.—The term ‘national honey marketing co-
operative’ means a cooperative that markets its
products in at least 2 of the following 4 regions
of the United States, as determined by the Sec-
retary:

‘‘(A) The Atlantic Coast, including the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico.

‘‘(B) The Mideast.
‘‘(C) The Midwest.
‘‘(D) The Pacific, including the States of Alas-

ka and Hawaii.
‘‘(23) QUALIFIED NATIONAL ORGANIZATION REP-

RESENTING HANDLER INTERESTS.—The term
‘qualified national organization representing
handler interests’ means an organization that
the Secretary certifies as being eligible to rec-
ommend nominations for the Committee handler,
handler-importer, alternate handler, and alter-
nate handler-importer members of the Honey
Board under section 7(b).

‘‘(24) QUALIFIED NATIONAL ORGANIZATION REP-
RESENTING IMPORTER INTERESTS.—The term
‘qualified national organization representing
importer interests’ means an organization that
the Secretary certifies as being eligible to rec-
ommend nominations for the Committee im-
porter, handler-importer, alternate importer,
and alternate handler-importer members of the
Honey Board under section 7(b).’’; and

(3) by reordering the paragraphs so that they
are in alphabetical order by term defined and
redesignating the paragraphs accordingly.

(c) HONEY RESEARCH, PROMOTION, AND CON-
SUMER INFORMATION ORDER.—Section 4 of the
Honey Research, Promotion, and Consumer In-
formation Act (7 U.S.C. 4603) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and regulations’’ after ‘‘orders’’.

(d) NOTICE AND HEARING.—Section 5 of the
Honey Research, Promotion, and Consumer In-
formation Act (7 U.S.C. 4604) is amended to read
as follows:
‘‘SEC. 5. NOTICE AND HEARING.

‘‘(a) NOTICE AND COMMENT.—In issuing an
order under this Act, an amendment to an order,
or a regulation to carry out this Act, the Sec-
retary shall comply with section 553 of title 5,
United States Code.

‘‘(b) FORMAL AGENCY ACTION.—Sections 556
and 557 of that title shall not apply with respect
to the issuance of an order, an amendment to an
order, or a regulation under this Act.

‘‘(c) PROPOSAL OF AN ORDER.—A proposal for
an order may be submitted to the Secretary by
any organization or interested person affected
by this Act.’’.

(e) FINDINGS AND ISSUANCE OF ORDER.—Sec-
tion 6 of the Honey Research, Promotion, and
Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 4605) is
amended to read as follows:
‘‘SEC. 6. FINDINGS AND ISSUANCE OF ORDER.

‘‘After notice and opportunity for comment
has been provided in accordance with section
5(a), the Secretary shall issue an order, an
amendment to an order, or a regulation under
this Act, if the Secretary finds, and specifies in
the order, amendment, or regulation, that the
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issuance of the order, amendment, or regulation
will assist in carrying out the purposes of this
Act.’’.

(f) REQUIRED TERMS OF AN ORDER.—
(1) NATIONAL HONEY NOMINATIONS COMMIT-

TEE.—Section 7(b) of the Honey Research, Pro-
motion, and Consumer Information Act (7
U.S.C. 4606(b)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘except’’ and
all that follows through ‘‘three-year terms’’ and
inserting ‘‘except that the term of appointments
to the Committee may be staggered periodically,
as determined by the Secretary’’; and

(B) in paragraph (5)—
(i) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘after

the first annual meeting’’; and
(ii) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘per cen-

tum’’ and inserting ‘‘percent’’.
(2) HONEY BOARD.—Section 7(c) of the Honey

Research, Promotion, and Consumer Informa-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 4606(c)) is amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through
(6) as paragraphs (8) through (11), respectively;

(B) in paragraph (2)—
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘seven’’

and inserting ‘‘7’’; and
(ii) by striking subparagraphs (B) through (E)

and all that follows and inserting the following:
‘‘(B) 2 members who are handlers appointed

from nominations submitted by the Committee
from recommendations made by qualified na-
tional organizations representing handler inter-
ests;

‘‘(C) if approved in a referendum conducted
under this Act, 2 members who—

‘‘(i) are handlers of honey;
‘‘(ii) during any 3 of the preceding 5 years,

were also importers of record of at least 40,000
pounds of honey; and

‘‘(iii) are appointed from nominations submit-
ted by the Committee from recommendations
made by—

‘‘(I) qualified national organizations rep-
resenting handler interests or qualified national
organizations representing importer interests; or

‘‘(II) if the Secretary determines that there is
not a qualified national organization represent-
ing handler interests or a qualified national or-
ganization representing importer interests, indi-
vidual handlers or importers that have paid as-
sessments to the Honey Board on imported
honey or honey products;

‘‘(D) 2 members who are importers appointed
from nominations submitted by the Committee
from recommendations made by—

‘‘(i) qualified national organizations rep-
resenting importer interests; or

‘‘(ii) if the Secretary determines that there is
not a qualified national organization represent-
ing importer interests, individual importers that
have paid assessments to the Honey Board on
imported honey or honey products; and

‘‘(E) 1 member who is an officer, director, or
employee of a national honey marketing cooper-
ative appointed from nominations submitted by
the Committee from recommendations made by
qualified national honey marketing coopera-
tives.’’;

(C) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(3) ALTERNATES.—The Committee shall sub-
mit nominations for an alternate for each mem-
ber of the Honey Board described in paragraph
(2). An alternate shall be appointed in the same
manner as a member and shall serve when the
member is absent from a meeting or is disquali-
fied.

‘‘(4) RECONSTITUTION.—
‘‘(A) REVIEW.—If approved in a referendum

conducted under this Act and in accordance
with rules issued by the Secretary, the Honey
Board shall review, at times determined under
subparagraph (E)—

‘‘(i) the geographic distribution of the quan-
tities of domestically produced honey assessed
under the order; and

‘‘(ii) changes in the annual average percent-
age of assessments owed by importers under the

order relative to assessments owed by producers
and handlers of domestic honey, including—

‘‘(I) whether any changes in assessments owed
on imported quantities are owed by importers
described in paragraph (5)(B); or

‘‘(II) whether such importers are handler-im-
porters described in paragraph (2)(C).

‘‘(B) RECOMMENDATIONS.—If warranted and
in accordance with this subsection, the Honey
Board shall recommend to the Secretary—

‘‘(i) changes in the regional representation of
honey producers established by the Secretary;

‘‘(ii) if necessary to reflect any changes in the
proportion of domestic and imported honey as-
sessed under the order or the source of assess-
ments on imported honey or honey products, the
reallocation of—

‘‘(I) handler-importer member positions under
paragraph (2)(C) as handler member positions
under paragraph (2)(B);

‘‘(II) importer member positions under para-
graph (2)(D) as handler-importer member posi-
tions under paragraph (2)(C); or

‘‘(III) handler-importer member positions
under paragraph (2)(C) as importer member po-
sitions under paragraph (2)(D); or

‘‘(iii) if necessary to reflect any changes in the
proportion of domestic and imported honey or
honey products assessed under the order, the
addition of members to the Honey Board under
subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of paragraph
(2).

‘‘(C) SCOPE OF REVIEW.—The review required
under subparagraph (A) shall be based on data
from the 5-year period preceding the year in
which the review is conducted.

‘‘(D) BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS.—
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraph (F), recommendations made under
subparagraph (B) shall be based on—

‘‘(I) the 5-year average annual assessments,
excluding the 2 years containing the highest
and lowest disparity between the proportion of
assessments owed from imported and domestic
honey or honey products, determined pursuant
to the review that is conducted under subpara-
graph (A); and

‘‘(II) whether any change in the average an-
nual assessments is from the assessments owed
by importers described in paragraph (5)(B) or
from the assessments owed by handler-importers
described in paragraph (2)(C).

‘‘(ii) PROPORTIONS.—The Honey Board shall
recommend a reallocation or addition of mem-
bers pursuant to clause (ii) or (iii) of subpara-
graph (B) only if 1 or more of the following pro-
portions change by more than 6 percent from the
base period proportion determined in accordance
with subparagraph (F):

‘‘(I) The proportion of assessments owed by
handler-importers described in paragraph (2)(C)
compared with the proportion of assessments
owed by importers described in paragraph
(2)(D).

‘‘(II) The proportion of assessments owed by
importers compared with the proportion of as-
sessments owed on domestic honey by producers
and handlers.

‘‘(E) TIMING OF REVIEW.—
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Honey Board shall

conduct the reviews required under this para-
graph not more than once during each 5-year
period.

‘‘(ii) INITIAL REVIEW.—The Honey Board shall
conduct the initial review required under this
paragraph prior to the initial continuation ref-
erendum conducted under section 13(c) follow-
ing the referendum conducted under section 14.

‘‘(F) BASE PERIOD PROPORTIONS.—
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The base period proportions

for determining the magnitude of change under
subparagraph (D) shall be the proportions de-
termined during the prior review conducted
under this paragraph.

‘‘(ii) INITIAL REVIEW.—In the case of the ini-
tial review required under subparagraph (E)(ii),
the base period proportions shall be the propor-
tions determined by the Honey Board for fiscal
year 1996.

‘‘(5) RESTRICTIONS ON NOMINATION AND AP-
POINTMENT.—

‘‘(A) PRODUCER-PACKERS AS PRODUCERS.—No
producer-packer that, during any 3 of the pre-
ceding 5 years, purchased for resale more honey
than the producer-packer produced shall be eli-
gible for nomination or appointment to the
Honey Board as a producer described in para-
graph (2)(A) or as an alternate to such a pro-
ducer.

‘‘(B) IMPORTERS.—No importer that, during
any 3 of the preceding 5 years, did not receive
at least 75 percent of the gross income generated
by the sale of honey and honey products from
the sale of imported honey and honey products
shall be eligible for nomination or appointment
to the Honey Board as an importer described in
paragraph (2)(D) or an alternate to such an im-
porter.

‘‘(6) CERTIFICATION OF ORGANIZATIONS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The eligibility of an orga-

nization to participate in the making of rec-
ommendations to the Committee for nomination
to the Honey Board to represent handlers or im-
porters under this section shall be certified by
the Secretary.

‘‘(B) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—Subject to the
other provisions of this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall certify an organization that the
Secretary determines meets the eligibility criteria
established by the Secretary under this para-
graph.

‘‘(C) FINALITY.—An eligibility determination
of the Secretary under this paragraph shall be
final.

‘‘(D) BASIS FOR CERTIFICATION.—Certification
of an organization under this paragraph shall
be based on, in addition to other available infor-
mation, a factual report submitted by the orga-
nization that contains information considered
relevant by the Secretary, including—

‘‘(i) the geographic territory covered by the
active membership of the organization;

‘‘(ii) the nature and size of the active member-
ship of the organization, including the propor-
tion of the total number of active handlers or
importers represented by the organization;

‘‘(iii) evidence of the stability and perma-
nency of the organization;

‘‘(iv) sources from which the operating funds
of the organization are derived;

‘‘(v) the functions of the organization; and
‘‘(vi) the ability and willingness of the organi-

zation to further the purposes of this Act.
‘‘(E) PRIMARY CONSIDERATIONS.—A primary

consideration in determining the eligibility of an
organization under this paragraph shall be
whether—

‘‘(i) the membership of the organization con-
sists primarily of handlers or importers that de-
rive a substantial quantity of their income from
sales of honey and honey products; and

‘‘(ii) the organization has an interest in the
marketing of honey and honey products.

‘‘(F) NONMEMBERS.—As a condition of certifi-
cation under this paragraph, an organization
shall agree—

‘‘(i) to notify nonmembers of the organization
of Honey Board nomination opportunities for
which the organization is certified to make rec-
ommendations to the Committee; and

‘‘(ii) to consider the nomination of nonmem-
bers when making the nominations of the orga-
nization to the Committee, if nonmembers indi-
cate an interest in serving on the Honey Board.

‘‘(7) MINIMUM PERCENTAGE OF HONEY PRODUC-
ERS.—Notwithstanding any other provision of
this subsection, at least 50 percent of the mem-
bers of the Honey Board shall be honey produc-
ers.’’; and

(D) in paragraph (8) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘except’’ and all that follows through
‘‘three-year terms’’ and inserting ‘‘except that
appointments to the Honey Board may be stag-
gered periodically, as determined by the Sec-
retary, to maintain continuity of the Honey
Board with respect to all members and with re-
spect to members representing particular
groups.’’.
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(3) ASSESSMENTS.—Section 7(e) of the Honey

Research, Promotion, and Consumer Informa-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 4606(e)) is amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as
paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively;

(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Honey Board shall ad-
minister collection of the assessment provided
for in this subsection, and may accept voluntary
contributions from other sources, to finance the
expenses described in subsections (d) and (f).

‘‘(2) RATE.—Except as provided in paragraph
(3), the assessment rate shall be $0.0075 per
pound (payable in the manner described in sec-
tion 9), with—

‘‘(A) in the case of honey produced in the
United States, $0.0075 per pound payable by
honey producers; and

‘‘(B) in the case of honey or honey products
imported into the United States, $0.0075 per
pound payable by honey importers.

‘‘(3) ALTERNATIVE RATE APPROVED IN REF-
ERENDUM.—If approved in a referendum con-
ducted under this Act, the assessment rate shall
be $0.015 per pound (payable in the manner de-
scribed in section 9)—

‘‘(A) in the case of honey produced in the
United States—

‘‘(i) $0.0075 per pound payable by—
‘‘(I) honey producers; and
‘‘(II) producer-packers on all honey produced

by the producer-packers; and
‘‘(ii) $0.0075 per pound payable by—
‘‘(I) handlers; and
‘‘(II) producer-packers on all honey and

honey products handled by the producer-pack-
ers, including honey produced by the producer-
packers); and

‘‘(B) in the case of honey and honey products
imported into the United States, $0.015 per
pound payable by honey importers, of which
$0.0075 per pound represents the assessment due
from the handler to be paid by the importer on
behalf of the handler.’’;

(C) in paragraph (4) (as so redesignated), by
striking subparagraph (B) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(B) SMALL QUANTITIES.—
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A producer, producer-pack-

er, handler, or importer that produces, imports,
or handles during a year less than 6,000 pounds
of honey or honey products shall be exempt in
that year from payment of an assessment on
honey or honey products that the person distrib-
utes directly through local retail outlets, as de-
termined by the Secretary, during that year.

‘‘(ii) INAPPLICABILITY.—If a person no longer
meets the requirements of clause (i) for an ex-
emption, the person shall—

‘‘(I) file a report with the Honey Board in the
form and manner prescribed by the Honey
Board; and

‘‘(II) pay an assessment on or before March 15
of the subsequent year on all honey or honey
products produced, imported, or handled by the
person during the year in which the person no
longer meets the requirements of clause (i) for
an exemption.’’; and

(D) in paragraph (5) (as so redesignated)—
(i) by inserting ‘‘handler,’’ after ‘‘producer-

packer’’ each place it appears;
(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)’’ and inserting

‘‘paragraph (4)’’; and
(iii) by inserting ‘‘, handler,’’ after ‘‘pro-

ducer’’ the last place it appears.
(4) USE OF FUNDS.—Section 7(f) of the Honey

Research, Promotion, and Consumer Informa-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 4606(f)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘(f) Funds collected by the
Honey Board from the assessments’’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘‘(f) FUNDS.—
‘‘(1) USE.—Funds collected by the Honey

Board’’;
(B) by striking ’’The Secretary shall’’ and in-

serting the following:
‘‘(3) REIMBURSEMENT.—The Secretary shall’’;

and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) (as des-
ignated by subparagraph (A)) the following:

‘‘(2) RESEARCH PROJECTS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If approved in a referen-

dum conducted under this Act, the Honey Board
shall reserve at least 8 percent of all assessments
collected during a year for expenditure on ap-
proved research projects designed to advance
the cost effectiveness, competitiveness, effi-
ciency, pest and disease control, and other man-
agement aspects of beekeeping, honey produc-
tion, and honey bees.

‘‘(B) CARRYOVER.—If all funds reserved under
subparagraph (A) are not allocated to approved
research projects in a year, any reserved funds
remaining unallocated shall be carried forward
for allocation and expenditure under subpara-
graph (A) in subsequent years.’’.

(5) FALSE OR UNWARRANTED CLAIMS OR STATE-
MENTS.—Section 7(g) of the Honey Research,
Promotion, and Consumer Information Act (7
U.S.C. 4606(g)) is amended by striking ‘‘with as-
sessments collected’’ and inserting ‘‘by the
Honey Board’’.

(6) INFLUENCING GOVERNMENTAL POLICY OR
ACTION.—Section 7(h) of the Honey Research,
Promotion, and Consumer Information Act (7
U.S.C. 4606(h)) is amended by striking ‘‘through
assessments authorized by’’ and inserting ‘‘by
the Honey Board under’’.

(g) PERMISSIVE TERMS AND PROVISIONS.—Sec-
tion 8 of the Honey Research, Promotion, and
Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 4607) is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—’’ before
‘‘On’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(8) If approved in a referendum conducted

under this Act, providing authority for the de-
velopment of programs and related rules and
regulations that will, with the approval of the
Secretary, establish minimum purity standards
for honey and honey products that are designed
to maintain a positive and wholesome marketing
image for honey and honey products.

‘‘(b) INSPECTION AND MONITORING SYSTEM.—
‘‘(1) INSPECTION.—Any program, rule, or regu-

lation under subsection (a)(8) may provide for
the inspection, by the Secretary, of honey and
honey products being sold for domestic con-
sumption in, or for export from, the United
States.

‘‘(2) MONITORING SYSTEM.—The Honey Board
may develop and recommend to the Secretary a
system for monitoring the purity of honey and
honey products being sold for domestic con-
sumption in, or for export from, the United
States, including a system for identifying adul-
terated honey.

‘‘(3) COORDINATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL
AGENCIES.—The Secretary may coordinate, to
the maximum extent practicable, with the head
of any other Federal agency that has authority
to ensure compliance with labeling or other re-
quirements relating to the purity of honey and
honey products concerning an enforcement ac-
tion against any person that does not comply
with a rule or regulation issued by any other
Federal agency concerning the labeling or pu-
rity requirements of honey and honey products.

‘‘(4) AUTHORITY TO ISSUE REGULATIONS.—The
Secretary may issue such rules and regulations
as are necessary to carry out this subsection.

‘‘(c) VOLUNTARY QUALITY ASSURANCE PRO-
GRAM.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to or independ-
ent of any program, rule, or regulation under
subsection (b), the Honey Board, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, may establish and carry
out a voluntary quality assurance program con-
cerning purity standards for honey and honey
products.

‘‘(2) COMPONENTS.—The program may in-
clude—

‘‘(A) the establishment of an official Honey
Board seal of approval to be displayed on honey
and honey products of producers, handlers, and
importers that participate in the voluntary pro-

gram and are found to meet such standards of
purity as are established under the program;

‘‘(B) actions to encourage producers, han-
dlers, and importers to participate in the pro-
gram;

‘‘(C) actions to encourage consumers to pur-
chase honey and honey products bearing the of-
ficial seal of approval; and

‘‘(D) periodic inspections by the Secretary, or
other parties approved by the Secretary, of
honey and honey products of producers, han-
dlers, and importers that participate in the vol-
untary program.

‘‘(3) DISPLAY OF SEAL OF APPROVAL.—To be el-
igible to display the official seal of approval es-
tablished under paragraph (2)(A) on a honey or
honey product, a producer, handler, or importer
shall participate in the voluntary program
under this subsection.

‘‘(d) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of this Act,
the Secretary shall have the authority to ap-
prove or disapprove the establishment of mini-
mum purity standards, the inspection and mon-
itoring system under subsection (b), and the vol-
untary quality assurance program under sub-
section (c).’’.

(h) COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS.—
(1) NEW ASSESSMENT.—Section 9 of the Honey

Research, Promotion, and Consumer Informa-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 4608) is amended—

(A) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(a) HANDLERS.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, a first handler of honey
shall be responsible, at the time of first pur-
chase—

‘‘(1) for the collection, and payment to the
Honey Board, of the assessment payable by a
producer under section 7(e)(2)(A) or, if approved
in a referendum conducted under this Act,
under section 7(e)(3)(A)(i); and

‘‘(2) if approved in a referendum conducted
under this Act, for the payment to the Honey
Board of an additional assessment payable by
the handler under section 7(e)(3)(A)(ii).’’;

(B) by striking subsection (c) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(c) IMPORTERS.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, at the time of entry of
honey and honey products into the United
States, an importer shall remit to the Honey
Board through the United States Customs Serv-
ice—

‘‘(1) the assessment on the imported honey
and honey products required under section
7(e)(2)(B); or

‘‘(2) if approved in a referendum conducted
under this Act, the assessment on the imported
honey and honey products required under sec-
tion 7(e)(3)(B), of which the amount payable
under section 7(e)(3)(A)(ii) represents the assess-
ment due from the handler to be paid by the im-
porter on behalf of the handler.’’; and

(C) by striking subsection (e) and inserting the
following:

‘‘(e) PRODUCER-PACKERS.—Except as other-
wise provided in this section, a producer-packer
shall be responsible for the collection, and pay-
ment to the Honey Board, of—

‘‘(1) the assessment payable by the producer-
packer under section 7(e)(2)(A) or, if approved
in a referendum conducted under this Act,
under section 7(e)(3)(A)(i) on honey produced by
the producer-packer;

‘‘(2) at the time of first purchase, the assess-
ment payable by a producer under section
7(e)(2)(A) or, if approved in a referendum con-
ducted under this Act, under section
7(e)(3)(A)(i) on honey purchased by the pro-
ducer-packer as a first handler; and

‘‘(3) if approved in a referendum conducted
under this Act, an additional assessment pay-
able by the producer-packer under section
7(e)(3)(A)(ii).’’.

(2) INSPECTION; BOOKS AND RECORDS.—Section
9 of the Honey Research, Promotion, and Con-
sumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 4608) is amend-
ed by striking subsection (f) and inserting the
following:



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2191April 22, 1998
‘‘(f) INSPECTION; BOOKS AND RECORDS.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To make available to the

Secretary and the Honey Board such informa-
tion and data as are necessary to carry out this
Act (including an order or regulation issued
under this Act), a handler, importer, producer,
or producer-packer responsible for payment of
an assessment under this Act, and a person re-
ceiving an exemption from an assessment under
section 7(e)(4), shall—

‘‘(A) maintain and make available for inspec-
tion by the Secretary and the Honey Board such
books and records as are required by the order
and regulations issued under this Act; and

‘‘(B) file reports at the times, in the manner,
and having the content prescribed by the order
and regulations, which reports shall include the
total number of bee colonies maintained, the
quantity of honey produced, and the quantity
of honey and honey products handled or im-
ported.

‘‘(2) EMPLOYEE OR AGENT.—To conduct an in-
spection or review a report of a handler, im-
porter, producer, or producer-packer under
paragraph (1), an individual shall be an em-
ployee or agent of the Department or the Honey
Board, and shall not be a member or alternate
member of the Honey Board.

‘‘(3) CONFIDENTIALITY.—An employee or agent
described in paragraph (2) shall be subject to
the confidentiality requirements of subsection
(g).’’.

(3) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION; DISCLO-
SURE.—Section 9 of the Honey Research, Pro-
motion, and Consumer Information Act (7
U.S.C. 4608) is amended by striking subsection
(g) and inserting the following:

‘‘(g) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION; DIS-
CLOSURE.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—All information obtained
under subsection (f) shall be kept confidential
by all officers, employees, and agents of the De-
partment or of the Honey Board.

‘‘(2) DISCLOSURE.—Information subject to
paragraph (1) may be disclosed—

‘‘(A) only in a suit or administrative hearing
brought at the request of the Secretary, or to
which the Secretary or any officer of the United
States is a party, that involves the order with
respect to which the information was furnished
or acquired; and

‘‘(B) only if the Secretary determines that the
information is relevant to the suit or administra-
tive hearing.

‘‘(3) EXCEPTIONS.—Nothing in this subsection
prohibits—

‘‘(A) the issuance of general statements based
on the reports of a number of handlers subject
to an order, if the statements do not identify the
information furnished by any person; or

‘‘(B) the publication, by direction of the Sec-
retary, of the name of any person that violates
any order issued under this Act, together with a
statement of the particular provisions of the
order violated by the person.

‘‘(4) VIOLATION.—Any person that knowingly
violates this subsection, on conviction—

‘‘(A) shall be fined not more than $1,000, im-
prisoned not more than 1 year, or both; and

‘‘(B) if the person is an officer or employee of
the Honey Board or the Department, shall be re-
moved from office.’’.

(4) REFUNDS.—Section 9 of the Honey Re-
search, Promotion, and Consumer Information
Act (7 U.S.C. 4608) is amended by striking sub-
section (h).

(5) ADMINISTRATION AND REMITTANCE.—Sec-
tion 9 of the Honey Research, Promotion, and
Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 4608) (as
amended by paragraph (4)) is amended by in-
serting after subsection (g) the following:

‘‘(h) ADMINISTRATION AND REMITTANCE.—Ad-
ministration and remittance of the assessments
under this Act shall be conducted—

‘‘(1) in the manner prescribed in the order and
regulations issued under this Act; and

‘‘(2) if approved in a referendum conducted
under this Act, in a manner that ensures that

all honey and honey products are assessed a
total of, but not more than, $0.015 per pound,
including any producer or importer assess-
ment.’’.

(6) LIABILITY FOR ASSESSMENTS.—Section 9(i)
of the Honey Research, Promotion, and Con-
sumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 4608(i)) is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘(i) If’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(i) LIABILITY FOR ASSESSMENTS.—
‘‘(1) PRODUCERS.—If’’; and
(B) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(2) IMPORTERS.—If the United States Cus-

toms Service fails to collect an assessment from
an importer or an importer fails to pay an as-
sessment at the time of entry of honey and
honey products into the United States under
this section, the importer shall be responsible for
the remission of the assessment to the Honey
Board.’’.

(i) PETITION AND REVIEW.—Section 10 of the
Honey Research, Promotion, and Consumer In-
formation Act (7 U.S.C. 4609) is amended by
striking subsection (a) and inserting the follow-
ing:

‘‘(a) FILING OF PETITION; HEARING.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (4), a

person subject to an order may file a written pe-
tition with the Secretary—

‘‘(A) that states that the order, any provision
of the order, or any obligation imposed in con-
nection with the order is not in accordance with
law; and

‘‘(B) that requests—
‘‘(i) a modification of the order, provision, or

obligation; or
‘‘(ii) to be exempted from the order, provision,

or obligation.
‘‘(2) HEARING.—In accordance with regula-

tions issued by the Secretary, the petitioner
shall be given an opportunity for a hearing on
the petition.

‘‘(3) RULING.—After the hearing, the Secretary
shall make a ruling on the petition that shall be
final, if in accordance with law.

‘‘(4) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—A petition
filed under this subsection that challenges an
order, any provision of the order, or any obliga-
tion imposed in connection with the order, shall
be filed not later than 2 years after the later
of—

‘‘(A) the effective date of the order, provision,
or obligation challenged in the petition; or

‘‘(B) the date on which the petitioner became
subject to the order, provision, or obligation
challenged in the petition.’’.

(j) ENFORCEMENT.—Subsections (a) and (b) of
section 11 of the Honey Research, Promotion,
and Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 4610)
are amended by striking ‘‘plan’’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘order’’.

(k) REQUIREMENTS OF REFERENDUM.—Section
12 of the Honey Research, Promotion, and Con-
sumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 4611) is amend-
ed to read as follows:
‘‘SEC. 12. REQUIREMENTS OF REFERENDUM.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of
ascertaining whether issuance of an order is ap-
proved by producers, importers, and in the case
of an order assessing handlers, handlers, the
Secretary shall conduct a referendum among
producers, importers, and, in the case of an
order assessing handlers, handlers, not exempt
under section 7(e)(4), that, during a representa-
tive period determined by the Secretary, have
been engaged in the production, importation, or
handling of honey or honey products.

‘‘(b) EFFECTIVENESS OF ORDER.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No order issued under this

Act shall be effective unless the Secretary deter-
mines that—

‘‘(A) the order is approved by a majority of
the producers, importers, and if covered by the
order, handlers, voting in the referendum; and

‘‘(B) the producers, importers, and handlers
comprising the majority produced, imported,

and handled not less than 50 percent of the
quantity of the honey and honey products pro-
duced, imported, and handled during the rep-
resentative period by the persons voting in the
referendum.

‘‘(2) AMENDMENTS TO ORDERS.—The Secretary
may amend an order in accordance with the ad-
ministrative procedures specified in sections 5
and 6, except that the Secretary may not amend
a provision of an order that implements a provi-
sion of this Act that specifically provides for ap-
proval in a referendum without the approval
provided for in this section.

‘‘(c) PRODUCER-PACKERS AND IMPORTERS.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each producer-packer and

each importer shall have 1 vote as a handler as
well as 1 vote as a producer or importer (unless
exempt under section 7(e)(4)) in all referenda
concerning orders assessing handlers to the ex-
tent that the individual producer-packer or im-
porter owes assessments as a handler.

‘‘(2) ATTRIBUTION OF QUANTITY OF HONEY.—
For the purpose of subsection (b)(1)(B)—

‘‘(A) the quantity of honey or honey products
on which the qualifying producer-packer or im-
porter owes assessments as a handler shall be
attributed to the person’s vote as a handler
under paragraph (1); and

‘‘(B) the quantity of honey or honey products
on which the producer-packer or importer owes
an assessment as a producer or importer shall be
attributed to the person’s vote as a producer or
importer.

‘‘(d) CONFIDENTIALITY.—The ballots and other
information or reports that reveal, or tend to re-
veal, the identity or vote of any producer, im-
porter, or handler of honey or honey products
shall be held strictly confidential and shall not
be disclosed.’’.

(l) TERMINATION OR SUSPENSION.—Section 13
of the Honey Research, Promotion, and Con-
sumer Information Act (7 U.S.C. 4612) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘‘SEC. 13. TERMINATION OR SUSPENSION.

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF PERSON.—In this section,
the term ‘person’ means a producer, importer, or
handler.

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY.—If the Sec-
retary finds that an order issued under this Act,
or any provision of the order, obstructs or does
not tend to effectuate the purposes of this Act,
the Secretary shall terminate or suspend the op-
eration of the order or provision.

‘‘(c) PERIODIC REFERENDA.—Except as pro-
vided in subsection (d)(3) and section 14(g), on
the date that is 5 years after the date on which
the Secretary issues an order authorizing the
collection of assessments on honey or honey
products under this Act, and every 5 years
thereafter, the Secretary shall conduct a ref-
erendum to determine if the persons subject to
assessment under the order approve continu-
ation of the order in accordance with section 12.

‘‘(d) REFERENDA ON REQUEST.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On the request of the

Honey Board or the petition of at least 10 per-
cent of the total number of persons subject to as-
sessment under the order, the Secretary shall
conduct a referendum to determine if the per-
sons subject to assessment under the order ap-
prove continuation of the order in accordance
with section 12.

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—Referenda conducted under
paragraph (1) may not be held more than once
every 2 years.

‘‘(3) EFFECT ON PERIODIC REFERENDA.—If a
referendum is conducted under this subsection
and the Secretary determines that continuation
of the order is approved under section 12, any
referendum otherwise required to be conducted
under subsection (c) shall not be held before the
date that is 5 years after the date of the referen-
dum conducted under this subsection.

‘‘(e) TIMING AND REQUIREMENTS FOR TERMI-
NATION OR SUSPENSION.—
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‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall termi-

nate or suspend an order at the end of the mar-
keting year during which a referendum is con-
ducted under subsection (c) or (d) if the Sec-
retary determines that continuation of an order
is not approved under section 12.

‘‘(2) SUBSEQUENT REFERENDUM.—If the Sec-
retary terminates or suspends an order that as-
sesses the handling of honey and honey prod-
ucts under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall,
not later than 90 days after submission of a pro-
posed order by an interested party—

‘‘(A) propose another order to establish a re-
search, promotion, and consumer information
program; and

‘‘(B) conduct a referendum on the order
among persons that would be subject to assess-
ment under the order.

‘‘(3) EFFECTIVENESS OF ORDER.—Section 12
shall apply in determining the effectiveness of
the subsequent amended order under paragraph
(2).’’.

(m) IMPLEMENTATION OF AMENDMENTS.—The
Honey Research, Promotion, and Consumer In-
formation Act is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 13 (7 U.S.C. 4612) the following:
‘‘SEC. 14. IMPLEMENTATION OF AMENDMENTS

MADE BY AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDU-
CATION REFORM ACT OF 1998.

‘‘(a) ISSUANCE OF AMENDED ORDER.—To im-
plement the amendments made to this Act by
section 605 of the Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Education Reform Act of 1998 (other
than subsection (m) of that section), the Sec-
retary shall issue an amended order under sec-
tion 4 that reflects those amendments.

‘‘(b) PROPOSAL OF AMENDED ORDER.—Not
later than 90 days after the date of enactment of
this section, the Secretary shall publish a pro-
posed order under section 4 that reflects the
amendments made by section 605 of the Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Education Re-
form Act of 1998. The Secretary shall provide
notice and an opportunity for public comment
on the proposed order in accordance with sec-
tion 5.

‘‘(c) ISSUANCE OF AMENDED ORDER.—Not later
than 240 days after publication of the proposed
order, the Secretary shall issue an order under
section 6, taking into consideration the com-
ments received and including in the order such
provisions as are necessary to ensure that the
order conforms with the amendments made by
section 605 of the Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Education Reform Act of 1998.

‘‘(d) REFERENDUM ON AMENDED ORDER.—
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—On issuance of an order

under section 6 reflecting the amendments made
by section 605 of the Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Education Reform Act of 1998, the
Secretary shall conduct a referendum under this
section for the sole purpose of determining
whether the order as amended shall become ef-
fective.

‘‘(B) INDIVIDUAL PROVISIONS.—No individual
provision of the amended order shall be subject
to a separate vote under the referendum.

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE VOTERS.—The Secretary shall
conduct the referendum among persons subject
to assessment under the order that have been
producers, producer-packers, importers, or han-
dlers during the 2-calendar-year period that
precedes the referendum, which period shall be
considered to be the representative period.

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION OF QUANTITY.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Producer-packers, import-

ers, and handlers shall be allowed to vote as if—
‘‘(i) the amended order had been in place dur-

ing the representative period described in para-
graph (2); and

‘‘(ii) they had owed the increased assessments
provided by the amended order.

‘‘(B) VOTES AND ATTRIBUTED QUANTITY FOR
PRODUCER-PACKERS AND IMPORTERS.—The votes
and the quantity of honey and honey products
attributed to the votes of producer-packers and

importers shall be determined in accordance
with section 12.

‘‘(C) ATTRIBUTED QUANTITY FOR HANDLERS.—
The quantity of honey and honey products at-
tributed to the vote of a handler shall be the
quantity handled in the representative period
described in paragraph (2) for which the han-
dler would have owed assessments had the
amended order been in effect.

‘‘(4) EFFECTIVENESS OF ORDER.—The amended
order shall become effective only if the Secretary
determines that the amended order is effective in
accordance with section 12.

‘‘(e) CONTINUATION OF EXISTING ORDER IF
AMENDED ORDER IS REJECTED.—If adoption of
the amended order is not approved—

‘‘(1) the order issued under section 4 that is in
effect on the date of enactment of this section
shall continue in full force and effect; and

‘‘(2) the Secretary may amend the order to en-
sure the conformity of the order with this Act
(as in effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of this section).

‘‘(f) EFFECT OF REJECTION ON SUBSEQUENT
ORDERS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), if
adoption of the amended order is not approved
in the referendum required under subsection (d),
the Secretary may issue an amended order that
implements some or all of the amendments made
to this Act by section 605 of the Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Education Reform Act of
1998, or makes other changes to an existing
order, in accordance with the administrative
procedures specified in sections 5 and 6.

‘‘(2) APPROVAL.—An amendment to an order
that implements a provision that is subject to a
referendum shall be approved in accordance
with section 12 before becoming effective.

‘‘(g) EFFECT ON PERIODIC REFERENDA.—If the
amended order becomes effective, any referen-
dum otherwise required to be conducted under
section 13(c) shall not be held before the date
that is 5 years after the date of the referendum
conducted under this section.’’.
SEC. 606. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.

(a) SUPPLEMENTAL AND ALTERNATIVE CROPS
RESEARCH.—Effective as of April 6, 1996, section
819(b)(5) of the Federal Agriculture Improve-
ment and Reform Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–
127; 110 Stat. 1167) is amended by striking
‘‘paragraph (3)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection
(c)(3)’’.

(b) JOINT COUNCIL ON FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURAL SCIENCES.—Section 1413(b) of the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3128(b)) is
amended by striking ‘‘Joint Council, the Advi-
sory Board,’’ and inserting ‘‘Advisory Board’’.

(c) ADVISORY BOARD.—
(1) SUPPORT FOR ADVISORY BOARD.—Section

1412 of the National Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3127) is amended—

(A) in subsections (a) and (b), by striking
‘‘their duties’’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘its duties’’; and

(B) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘their rec-
ommendations’’ and inserting ‘‘its recommenda-
tions’’.

(2) GENERAL PROVISIONS.—Section 1413(a) of
the National Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C.
3128(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘their powers’’
and inserting ‘‘its duties’’.

(d) ANIMAL HEALTH AND DISEASE RESEARCH.—
The National Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 is amended—

(1) in section 1430 (7 U.S.C. 3192)—
(A) in paragraph (3), by adding ‘‘and’’ at the

end;
(B) by striking paragraph (4); and
(C) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-

graph (4);
(2) in section 1433(b)(3) (7 U.S.C. 3195(b)(3)),

by striking ‘‘with the advice, when available, of
the Board’’;

(3) in section 1434(c) (7 U.S.C. 3196(c))—
(A) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘and

the Board’’; and
(B) in the fourth sentence, by striking ‘‘, the

Advisory Board, and the Board’’ and inserting
‘‘and the Advisory Board’’; and

(4) in the first sentence of section 1437 (7
U.S.C. 3199), by striking ‘‘with the advice, when
available, of the Board’’.

(e) RANGELAND RESEARCH.—The second sen-
tence of section 1483(b) of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3336(b)) is amended by
striking the last sentence.

(f) PLANT AND ANIMAL PEST AND DISEASE
CONTROL PROGRAM.—Section 1629(g) of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act
of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5832(g)) is amended by striking
‘‘section 1650,’’.

(g) GRANTS TO UPGRADE 1890 INSTITUTIONS
EXTENSION FACILITIES.—Effective as of April 6,
1996, section 873 of the Federal Agriculture Im-
provement and Reform Act of 1996 (Public Law
104–127; 110 Stat. 1175) is amended by striking
‘‘1981’’ and inserting ‘‘1985’’.

(h) COMPETITIVE AND SPECIAL GRANTS.—The
Competitive, Special, and Facilities Research
Grant Act (7 U.S.C. 450i) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘Joint
Council on Food and Agricultural Sciences and
the National Agricultural Research and Exten-
sion Users Advisory Board’’ and inserting ‘‘Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, Edu-
cation, and Economics Advisory Board (as es-
tablished under section 1408 of the National Ag-
ricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3123))’’; and

(2) by striking subsection (l).
Subtitle B—New Authorities

SEC. 611. NUTRIENT COMPOSITION DATA.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agriculture

shall update, on a periodic basis, nutrient com-
position data.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Agriculture of
the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate a report that describes—

(1) the method the Secretary will use to up-
date nutrient composition data, including the
quality assurance criteria that will be used and
the method for generating the data; and

(2) the timing for updating the data.
SEC. 612. NATIONAL SWINE RESEARCH CENTER.

Subject to the availability of appropriations to
carry out this section, or through a reprogram-
ming of funds provided for swine research to
carry out this section pursuant to established
procedures, during the period beginning on the
date of enactment of this Act and ending De-
cember 31, 1998, the Secretary of Agriculture,
acting through the Agricultural Research Serv-
ice, may accept as a gift, and administer, the
National Swine Research Center located in
Ames, Iowa.
SEC. 613. ROLE OF SECRETARY REGARDING FOOD

AND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES RE-
SEARCH AND EXTENSION.

The Secretary of Agriculture shall be the prin-
cipal official in the executive branch responsible
for coordinating all Federal research and exten-
sion activities related to food and agricultural
sciences.
SEC. 614. OFFICE OF PEST MANAGEMENT POLICY.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is
to establish an Office of Pest Management Pol-
icy to provide for the effective coordination of
agricultural policies and activities within the
Department of Agriculture related to pesticides
and of the development and use of pest manage-
ment tools, while taking into account the effects
of regulatory actions of other government agen-
cies.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE; PRINCIPAL RE-
SPONSIBILITIES.—The Secretary of Agriculture
shall establish in the Department an Office of
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Pest Management Policy, which shall be respon-
sible for—

(1) the development and coordination of De-
partment policy on pest management and pes-
ticides;

(2) the coordination of activities and services
of the Department, including research, exten-
sion, and education activities, regarding the de-
velopment, availability, and use of economically
and environmentally sound pest management
tools and practices;

(3) assisting other agencies of the Department
in fulfilling their responsibilities related to pest
management or pesticides under the Food Qual-
ity Protection Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–170;
110 Stat. 1489), the Federal Insecticide, Fun-
gicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 136 et
seq.), the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), and other applicable
laws; and

(4) performing such other functions as may be
required by law or prescribed by the Secretary.

(c) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—In support
of its responsibilities under subsection (b), the
Office of Pest Management Policy shall provide
leadership to ensure coordination of interagency
activities with the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Food and Drug Administration,
and other Federal and State agencies.

(d) OUTREACH.—The Office of Pest Manage-
ment Policy shall consult with agricultural pro-
ducers that may be affected by pest management
or pesticide-related activities or actions of the
Department or other agencies as necessary in
carrying out the Office’s responsibilities under
this section.

(e) DIRECTOR.—The Office of Pest Manage-
ment Policy shall be under the direction of a Di-
rector appointed by the Secretary, who shall re-
port directly to the Secretary or a designee of
the Secretary.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section
for each of fiscal years 1999 through 2002.
SEC. 615. FOOD SAFETY RESEARCH INFORMATION

OFFICE AND NATIONAL CON-
FERENCE.

(a) FOOD SAFETY RESEARCH INFORMATION OF-
FICE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall establish a Food Safety Research
Information Office at the National Agricultural
Library.

(2) PURPOSE.—The Office shall provide to the
research community and the general public in-
formation on publicly funded, and to the maxi-
mum extent practicable, privately funded food
safety research initiatives for the purpose of—

(A) preventing unintended duplication of food
safety research; and

(B) assisting the executive and legislative
branches of the Federal Government and private
research entities to assess food safety research
needs and priorities.

(3) COOPERATION.—The Office shall carry out
this subsection in cooperation with the National
Institutes of Health, the Food and Drug Admin-
istration, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, public institutions, and, on a vol-
untary basis, private research entities.

(b) NATIONAL CONFERENCE; ANNUAL WORK-
SHOPS.—Not later than 120 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
sponsor a conference to be known as the ‘‘Na-
tional Conference on Food Safety Research’’,
for the purpose of beginning the task of
prioritization of food safety research. The Sec-
retary shall sponsor annual workshops in each
of the subsequent 4 years after the conference so
that priorities can be updated or adjusted to re-
flect changing food safety concerns.

(c) FOOD SAFETY REPORT.—With regard to the
study and report to be prepared by the National
Academy of Sciences on the scientific and orga-
nizational needs for an effective food safety sys-
tem, the study shall include recommendations to
ensure that the food safety inspection system,

within the resources traditionally available to
existing food safety agencies, protects the public
health.
SEC. 616. SAFE FOOD HANDLING EDUCATION.

The Secretary of Agriculture shall continue to
develop a national program of safe food han-
dling education for adults and young people to
reduce the risk of food-borne illness. The na-
tional program shall be suitable for adoption
and implementation through State cooperative
extension services and school-based education
programs.
SEC. 617. REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES IN-

CURRED UNDER SHEEP PROMOTION,
RESEARCH, AND INFORMATION ACT
OF 1994.

Using funds available to the Agricultural
Marketing Service, the Service may reimburse
the American Sheep Industry Association for ex-
penses incurred by the American Sheep Industry
Association between February 6, 1996, and May
17, 1996, in preparation for the implementation
of a sheep and wool promotion, research, edu-
cation, and information order under the Sheep
Promotion, Research, and Information Act of
1994 (7 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.).
SEC. 618. DESIGNATION OF CRISIS MANAGEMENT

TEAM WITHIN DEPARTMENT.
(a) DESIGNATION OF CRISIS MANAGEMENT

TEAM.—The Secretary of Agriculture shall des-
ignate a Crisis Management Team within the
Department of Agriculture, which shall be—

(1) composed of senior departmental personnel
with strong subject matter expertise selected
from each relevant agency of the Department;
and

(2) headed by a team leader with management
and communications skills.

(b) DUTIES OF CRISIS MANAGEMENT TEAM.—
The Crisis Management Team shall be respon-
sible for the following:

(1) Developing a Department-wide crisis man-
agement plan, taking into account similar plans
developed by other government agencies and
other large organizations, and developing writ-
ten procedures for the implementation of the cri-
sis management plan.

(2) Conducting periodic reviews and revisions
of the crisis management plan and procedures
developed under paragraph (1).

(3) Ensuring compliance with crisis manage-
ment procedures by personnel of the Department
and ensuring that appropriate Department per-
sonnel are familiar with the crisis management
plan and procedures and are encouraged to
bring information regarding crises or potential
crises to the attention of members of the Crisis
Management Team.

(4) Coordinating the Department’s informa-
tion gathering and dissemination activities con-
cerning issues managed by the Crisis Manage-
ment Team.

(5) Ensuring that Department spokespersons
convey accurate, timely, and scientifically
sound information regarding crises or potential
crises that can be easily understood by the gen-
eral public.

(6) Cooperating with, and coordinating
among, other Federal agencies, States, local
governments, industry, and public interest
groups, Department activities regarding a crisis.

(c) ROLE IN PRIORITIZING CERTAIN RE-
SEARCH.—The Crisis Management Team shall
cooperate with the Advisory Board in the
prioritization of agricultural research conducted
or funded by the Department regarding animal
health, natural disasters, food safety, and other
agricultural issues.

(d) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall seek to enter into cooperative agree-
ments with other Federal departments and
agencies that have related programs or activities
to help ensure consistent, accurate, and coordi-
nated dissemination of information throughout
the executive branch in the event of a crisis,
such as, in the case of a threat to human health
from food-borne pathogens, developing a rapid

and coordinated response among the Depart-
ment, the Centers for Disease Control, and the
Food and Drug Administration.
SEC. 619. DESIGNATION OF KIKA DE LA GARZA

SUBTROPICAL AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH CENTER, WESLACO, TEXAS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Federal facilities lo-
cated at 2413 East Highway 83, and 2301 South
International Boulevard, in Weslaco, Texas,
and known as the ‘‘Subtropical Agricultural Re-
search Center’’, shall be known and designated
as the ‘‘Kika de la Garza Subtropical Agricul-
tural Research Center’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the Federal facili-
ties referred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘‘Kika de la Garza Sub-
tropical Agricultural Research Center’’.

Subtitle C—Studies
SEC. 631. EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF AG-

RICULTURAL RESEARCH, EXTEN-
SION, AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

(a) EVALUATION.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall conduct a performance evaluation
to determine whether federally funded agricul-
tural research, extension, and education pro-
grams result in public goods that have national
or multistate significance.

(b) CONTRACT.—The Secretary shall enter into
a contract with 1 or more entities with expertise
in research assessment and performance evalua-
tion to provide input and recommendations to
the Secretary with respect to federally funded
agricultural research, extension, and education
programs.

(c) GUIDELINES FOR PERFORMANCE MEASURE-
MENT.—The contractor selected under sub-
section (b) shall develop and propose to the Sec-
retary practical guidelines for measuring per-
formance of federally funded agricultural re-
search, extension, and education programs. The
guidelines shall be consistent with the Govern-
ment Performance and Results Act of 1993 (Pub-
lic Law 103–62) and amendments made by that
Act.
SEC. 632. STUDY OF FEDERALLY FUNDED AGRI-

CULTURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION,
AND EDUCATION.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than January 1, 1999,
the Secretary of Agriculture shall request the
National Academy of Sciences to conduct a
study of the role and mission of federally fund-
ed agricultural research, extension, and edu-
cation.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The study shall—
(1) evaluate the strength of science conducted

by the Agricultural Research Service and the
relevance of the science to national priorities;

(2) examine how the work of the Agricultural
Research Service relates to the capacity of the
agricultural research, extension, and education
system of the United States;

(3) examine the appropriateness of the for-
mulas for the allocation of funds under the
Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 341 et seq.) and the
Hatch Act of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361a et seq.) with re-
spect to current conditions of the agricultural
economy and other factors of the various re-
gions and States of the United States and de-
velop recommendations to revise the formulas to
more accurately reflect the current conditions;
and

(4) examine the system of competitive grants
for agricultural research, extension, and edu-
cation.

(c) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall prepare
and submit to the Committee on Agriculture of
the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry of the
Senate—

(1) not later than 18 months after the com-
mencement of the study, a report that describes
the results of the study as it relates to para-
graphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b), including
any appropriate recommendations; and

(2) not later than 3 years after the commence-
ment of the study, a report that describes the re-
sults of the study as it relates to paragraphs (3)
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1 The House Report (H.Rept.105-376) and the Senate
Report (S.Rept.105-73) are incorporated by reference.

and (4) of subsection (b), including the rec-
ommendations developed under paragraph (3) of
subsection (b) and other appropriate rec-
ommendations.

Subtitle D—Senses of Congress
SEC. 641. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING AGRI-

CULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE EM-
PHASIS ON FIELD RESEARCH RE-
GARDING METHYL BROMIDE ALTER-
NATIVES.

It is the sense of Congress that, of the Agricul-
tural Research Service funds made available for
a fiscal year for research regarding the develop-
ment for agricultural use of alternatives to
methyl bromide, the Secretary of Agriculture
should use a substantial portion of the funds for
research to be conducted in real field conditions,
especially pre-planting and post-harvest condi-
tions, so as to expedite the development and
commercial use of methyl bromide alternatives.
SEC. 642. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING IM-

PORTANCE OF SCHOOL-BASED AGRI-
CULTURAL EDUCATION.

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary
of Agriculture and the Secretary of Education
should collaborate and cooperate in providing
both instructional and technical support for
school-based agricultural education.

And the House agree to the same.

ROBERT SMITH,
LARRY COMBEST,
BILL BARRETT,
CHARLES W. STENHOLM,
CALVIN DOOLEY,

Managers on the Part of the House.

RICHARD G. LUGAR,
THAD COCHRAN,
PAUL D. COVERDELL,
TOM HARKIN,
PATRICK LEAHY,

Managers on the Part of the Senate.

JOINT EXPLANATORY STATEMENT OF
THE COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE

The Managers on the part of the House and
the Senate at the Conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the House to the bill (S. 1150)
to ensure that federally funded agricultural
research, extension, and education address
high-priority concerns with national or
multistate significance and to reform, ex-
tend, and eliminate certain agricultural re-
search programs and for other purposes, sub-
mit the following joint statement to the
House and the Senate in explanation of the
effect of the action agreed upon by the man-
agers and recommended in the accompany-
ing conference report: 1

The House amendment struck out all of
the Senate bill after the enacting clause and
inserted a substitute text.

The Senate recedes from its disagreement
to the amendment of the House with an
amendment which is a substitute for the
Senate bill and the House amendment. The
differences between the Senate bill, the
House amendment, and the substitute agreed
to in conference are noted below, except for
clerical corrections, conforming changes
made necessary by agreements reached by
the conferees, and minor drafting and clari-
fying changes.

(1) SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Senate bill titles the Act the ‘‘Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Education
Reform Act of 1997’’. (Section 1)

The House amendment states that this Act
may be cited at the ‘‘Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Education Reauthorization
Act of 1997’’. (Section 1)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 1)

(2) DEFINITIONS

The Senate bill contains definitions for
terms used throughout the bill, including
‘‘1862’’, ‘‘1890’’ and ‘‘1994’’ Institutions, ‘‘Ad-
visory Board,’’ ‘‘Department,’’ ‘‘Hatch Act of
1887,’’ ‘‘Secretary,’’ ‘‘Smith-Lever Act,’’ and
‘‘Stakeholder.’’ (Section 2)

The House amendment amends the defini-
tion of ‘‘Food and Agricultural Sciences’’ as
it currently appears in the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 to simplify the references
to animal and plant production and health;
specify food safety as a research objective;
substitute the term ‘‘rural human ecology’’
for rural community welfare and develop-
ment; and add information management,
technology transfer, and agricultural bio-
technology as subject areas under the food
and agricultural sciences. The House amend-
ment in subsection (b) clarifies that ref-
erences to ‘‘Teaching’’ shall mean ‘‘Teaching
and Education.’’

The House amendment defines ‘‘in-kind
support’’ and designates the definitions in-
cluded in the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act
of 1977 as the principle definitions when used
in this title or any law pertaining to the De-
partment of Agriculture relating to research,
extension, or education regarding the food
and agricultural sciences unless the context
requires otherwise. (Section 102)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment striking
the definition for stakeholder (Section 2) and
adopts the House provision with an amend-
ment to retain current law on processing of
agricultural commodities (Sections 221 and
230).

The Managers consider many critical
emerging issues related to international ag-
ricultural trade as being of primary impor-
tance to United States agricultural competi-
tiveness and farm income. The Managers en-
courage the Secretary to provide priority
funding for research to address these issues
and facilitate export market expansion for
United States agricultural products, includ-
ing the identification, removal or reduction
of barriers to agricultural trade. The Man-
agers intend that the Secretary should take
into account input and recommendations
from the agricultural community and others
concerned with agricultural trade in order to
ensure that research activities in food and
agricultural sciences respond to the current
and anticipated needs of United States agri-
cultural producers and exporters.
(3) STANDARDS FOR FEDERAL FUNDING OF AGRI-

CULTURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDU-
CATION

The Senate bill requires the Secretary to
ensure that agricultural research, extension
or education activities conducted by ARS or
on a competitive basis by CSREES address
concerns that are high priority and have na-
tional or multi state significance. (Section
101)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to clarify
that research have national, multi state or
regional significance. (Section 101)

This section establishes a standard for re-
search conducted by the ARS and funding
awarded competitively by CSREES. The
Managers expect that the Department would
require applicants for grant funding to dem-
onstrate that the project is of multi state or
national relevance and to demonstrate the
gap in knowledge they are trying to fill. The
Managers intend that the term ‘‘regional’’ as
used in this section may include a region
covering a multi-state area or an area within
one state.

(4) PRIORITY SETTING PROCESS

The Senate bill requires the Secretary to
establish priorities for agricultural research,
extension and education activities conducted
by or for the Department. In establishing
these priorities, the Secretary must solicit
and consider input and recommendations
from stakeholders. The Secretary must no-
tify the Advisory Board in writing regarding
the implementation of its recommendations
and must send copies of the letter to the
Senate and House Agriculture Committees
regarding the recommendations of the Advi-
sory Board if the recommendations are re-
garding the priority mission areas under the
Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food
Systems. This section also requires the 1862,
1890, and 1994 institutions to establish and
implement a process for obtaining stake-
holder input concerning the uses of Federal
formula funds and the Secretary is directed
to establish regulations on the requirements
for complying with the stakeholder input re-
quirement and the consequences of not com-
plying.

The section also adds a list of management
principles for research, extension and edu-
cation funded by the Department. (Section
102)

The House amendment requires the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the National
Agricultural Research, Extension, Edu-
cation, and Economics Advisory Board (Ad-
visory Board) and persons who conduct or
use agricultural research, to establish prior-
ities for Federally funded agricultural re-
search, extension, and education activities
that are conducted by or funded by the De-
partment.

The House amendment also adds a list of
management principles for research, edu-
cation, and extension activities funded by
the Department. (Section 101)

The House amendment amends section 1408
of the National Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 by
requiring that the Advisory Board, whenever
there is a required consultation, solicit opin-
ions and recommendations from persons who
will benefit from and use Federally funded
agricultural research, extension, education,
and economics. Whenever the Secretary pro-
poses to perform any duty or activity that
requires the Secretary to consult or cooper-
ate with the Advisory Board or authorizes
the Advisory Board to submit recommenda-
tions with regard to that duty or activity,
the Secretary shall solicit written opinions
and recommendations from the Advisory
Board and provide a written response to the
Advisory Board regarding the manner and
extent to which the Secretary will imple-
ment the recommendations. (Section 103)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to delete
one of the management principles and an
amendment exempting the Advisory Board
from Departmental limitations on expenses
for advisory committees and setting an an-
nual cap of $350,000 for Advisory Board ex-
penses. (Section 102 and Section 222)

The Managers intend that the term ‘‘re-
gional’’ as used in this section may include a
region covering a multi-state area or an area
within one state.

The Managers recognize the increasingly
important role that international trade
plays in ensuring the viability of United
States agriculture. The Managers are aware
that many historical tariff barriers have
been replaced with various non-tariff trade
barriers to agricultural trade, such as the
sanitary and phytosanitary restrictions. The
Managers feel strongly that the Secretary
and the research community should take
into account the tremendous importance of
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agricultural trade when establishing prior-
ities for federally funded agricultural re-
search, extension, and education. The Sec-
retary should designate an appropriate per-
son in the Department to receive input from
the agricultural community, the Advisory
Board, Federal agencies concerned with agri-
cultural trade, and other interested parties
to help ensure that research activities in
food and agricultural sciences are prioritized
in a way that responds to the current and fu-
ture needs of agricultural producers and ex-
porters, including the development of meth-
ods to identify, remove, or reduce potential
and existing barriers to agricultural trade.
By recognizing the significance of agricul-
tural trade in the priority setting process,
the Secretary will be better able to focus ag-
ricultural research to help enhance the com-
petitiveness of the United States agriculture
and food industry.
(5) RELEVANCE AND MERIT OF FEDERALLY FUND-

ED AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION,
AND EDUCATION

The Senate bill requires the Secretary to
establish procedures that ensure scientific
peer review of each agricultural research
grant funded, on a competitive basis, by
CSREES. This section also requires the Sec-
retary to establish procedures that ensure
merit review of each agricultural extension
or education grant funded, on a competitive
basis, by CSREES.

The Senate bill requires the Advisory
Board to perform an annual review of the
relevancy of the Department’s agricultural
research, extension and education funding
portfolio in relation to the Secretary’s prior-
ities established under section 102. The re-
sults of this review are to be considered
when formulating requests for proposals for
the next fiscal year, if the results are avail-
able then. The Secretary is also required to
solicit and consider input from stakeholders
on the prior year’s request for proposals
when formulating a request for proposals for
a new year.

The Senate bill requires the Secretary to
establish procedures to ensure scientific peer
review of ARS research activities and the re-
search of each scientist employed by ARS at
least once every 5 years by a review panel to
verify that the activities have scientific
merit and relevance to the Secretary’s prior-
ities as well as national or multistate sig-
nificance. The review panel under this sec-
tion is to be comprised of individuals with
scientific expertise, a majority of whom are
not employees of ARS. The results of these
reviews are to be transmitted to Congress
and the Advisory Board.

The Senate bill requires the 1862 and 1890
Institutions to establish and implement a
process for merit review in order to obtain
agricultural research or extension funds and
1994 Institutions are required to establish
and implement a merit review process in
order to receive extension funds from the
Secretary.

The Senate bill also repeals outdated au-
thority of the Secretary to withhold formula
funds. (Section 103)

The House amendment amends subtitle K
of the National Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 by
inserting a new section before section 1463.
This new section requires the Secretary to
establish procedures to ensure scientific
peer-review of each agricultural research
grant funded on a competitive basis by
CSREES. The Secretary, in consultation
with the Advisory Board, must establish pro-
cedures that ensure merit review of each ag-
ricultural extension or education grant com-
petitively funded by CSREES. When formu-
lating a request for proposals involving an
agricultural research, extension, or edu-

cation activity funded on a competitive
basis, the Secretary shall solicit and con-
sider input from the Advisory Board and
users of agricultural research, extension, and
education regarding the request for propos-
als from the previous year. If the activity
has not been the subject of a previous re-
quest for proposals, the Secretary shall so-
licit and consider input from the Advisory
Board and users of such research, extension,
and education.

The House amendment requires the Sec-
retary to establish procedures for a scientific
peer-review of all research activities con-
ducted by the Department. A review panel
comprised of individuals with scientific ex-
pertise, the majority of which cannot be
USDA employees, shall verify that each re-
search project has scientific merit, and the
panel shall review each research activity at
least once every three years.

In the House amendment, beginning Octo-
ber 1, 1998, each 1862 and 1890 Institution
shall develop a process for merit review of
the activity and review the activity in ac-
cordance with that process as a condition for
receiving Federal formula funds for research
or extension. In the House amendment, be-
ginning October 1, 1998 each 1994 institution
shall develop a process for merit review of
the activity in accordance with that process
as a condition for receiving Federal formula
funds for extension.

The House amendment repeals outdated
provisions of the Smith-Lever Act, Hatch
Act of 1887, and the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy
Act of 1977 that require the Secretary to re-
port to the President when the Secretary
withholds funds from a land-grant college or
university. (Section 104)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with amendments to delete
the requirement that input be required be-
fore issuing a RFP, to require that review of
USDA research be every five years, to re-
quire the Advisory Board to perform an an-
nual relevancy review, and to strike the
FACA exemption. (Section 103)

(6) RESEARCH FORMULA FUNDS FOR 1862
INSTITUTIONS

The Senate bill amends the Hatch Act to
require that not less than 25 percent of a
State’s Hatch Act funds will be used for
projects in which a state agricultural experi-
ment station, working with another agricul-
tural experiment station, ARS, or a college
or university, cooperates to solve multi-
state problems utilizing multidisciplinary
approaches. This research will be subject to
scientific peer review. A project reviewed
under this section will also be deemed to
have satisfied the merit review requirements
of section 103. (Section 104).

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to ref-
erence the plans of work. (Section 104)

The Managers recognize that issues of na-
tional significance would meet the require-
ment of multi-state interest as required by
this section, and that the research of na-
tional significance may be conducted be-
tween partners in a single state.

(7) EXTENSION FORMULA FUNDS FOR 1862
INSTITUTIONS

The Senate bill amends the Smith-Lever
Act by requiring that a certain percentage of
Smith-Lever (b) and (c) funds going to a
State be used for cooperative extension ac-
tivities in which 2 or more states cooperate
to solve problems that concern more than
one State. In order to determine the applica-
ble percentage, the Secretary shall deter-
mine the percentage of Federal formula
funds that a State spent for fiscal year 1997

for multistate activities. Then starting in
fiscal year 2000, the applicable percentage
will be 25 percent or twice the percentage de-
termined to be spent on multistate activities
in 1997, whichever is less. The Secretary is
given the authority to reduce the minimum
percentage required in a case of hardship, in-
feasibility or other similar circumstance be-
yond the control of the State.

In the Senate bill, States are to include in
their plans of work the manner in which
they will meet the applicable percentage re-
quirement. State and local matching funds
are not subject to the percentage require-
ment. The section also imposes a merit re-
view requirement for these funds. The merit
review in this section will satisfy the merit
review requirement of section 103 as well.
(Section 105)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to ref-
erence plans of work. (Section 105)

(8) RESEARCH FACILITIES

The Senate bill amends the Research Fa-
cilities Act by replacing the word ‘‘regional’’
everywhere it appears with ‘‘multi state.’’
This section requires the Secretary to ensure
that ARS research facilities serve national
or multi state needs. The section requires
the Secretary to periodically review each op-
erating agricultural research facilities con-
structed in whole or in part with Federal
funds and each planned agricultural research
facility. The Competitive, Special and Fa-
cilities Research Grant Act is also amended
by replacing the word ‘‘regional’’ everywhere
it appears with ‘‘national or multi state.’’
(Section 106)

The House amendment repeals the Re-
search Facilities Act but transfers the exist-
ing authority for the task force on agri-
culture research facilities to the National
Agriculture Research, Extension, and Teach-
ing Policy Act of 1977. (Section 214)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 106)

(9) ADVISORY BOARD

The Senate bill requires the Secretary to
ensure, to the maximum extent practicable,
equal representation of public and private
sector members on the Advisory Board. (Sec-
tion 201)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 222)

(10) GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS FOR FOOD AND
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES EDUCATION

The Senate bill requires the Secretary to
give priority in this grant program to teach-
ing enhancement projects that demonstrate
enhanced cooperation among all types of in-
stitutions and priority to teaching enhance-
ment projects that focus on innovative,
multi disciplinary education programs, ma-
terials and curricula. This section also au-
thorizes the Secretary to maintain a na-
tional food and agricultural education infor-
mation system containing information on
enrollment, degrees awarded, faculty and
employment placement in the food and agri-
cultural sciences. (Section 202).

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 223)

(11) POLICY RESEARCH CENTERS

The Senate bill amends current grant mak-
ing authority to include grants for studies
that concern the effect of trade agreements
on farm and agricultural sector; the environ-
ment; rural families, households and econo-
mies; and consumer, food, and nutrition.
(Section 203)
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The House amendment has no comparable

provision.
The conference substitute adopts the Sen-

ate provision. (Section 224)
The Managers recognize the growing im-

portance of international markets on the
farm and agricultural sectors; the environ-
ment; rural families, households and econo-
mies and consumers, food and nutrition.
While the overall impact of increased trade
opportunities will benefit all of these areas,
the conferees recognize that different areas
of the country face unique situations. For in-
stance, the Northern Plains states encom-
pass a unique set of factors including cli-
mate, crop mix, and marketing of agricul-
tural commodities and products. This sec-
tion would allow a policy research center to
evaluate the impact of multinational trade
on this or any other area of the country.
(12) INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH,

EXTENSION, AND TEACHING

The Senate bill adds the word ‘‘teaching’’
to the purposes of several grant programs
and authorizes competitive grants for col-
laborative projects between U.S. scientists,
land grant scientists, or scientists from
other colleges and universities and scientists
from international agricultural research
centers in other nations, including the inter-
national agricultural research centers of the
Consultative Group on International Agri-
culture Research. This section also requires
the Secretary to submit a biennial report to
the House and Senate Agriculture Commit-
tees about efforts to coordinate inter-
national agricultural research and better
link domestic and international agricultural
research. (Section 204)

The House amendment adds the word
‘‘teaching’’ throughout Section 1458 of the
National Agriculture Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 concerning
international agricultural research and ex-
tension programs. In the case of the coopera-
tive agreement entered into between the
Secretary and Israel, the full amount of ap-
propriated funds shall be transferred directly
to the Binational Agricultural Research and
Development Fund. This section prohibits
the Secretary from retaining any portion of
the funds for overhead or any other adminis-
trative expense. (Section 213)

The House amendment amends the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3291) by
inserting a new section which authorizes the
Secretary to establish an agricultural re-
search and development program with the
United States/Mexico Foundation for
Science. The Foundation shall award com-
petitive grants, with a matching funds re-
quirement by the Mexican government, to
focus on binational problems such as food
safety, plant and animal pest control, and
the natural resource base on which agri-
culture depends. (Section 423)

The House amendment amends the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 by adding a sec-
tion authorizing the Secretary to award
competitive grants to colleges and univer-
sities to strengthen U.S. economic competi-
tiveness and promote international market
development. Grants will be awarded to re-
search, extension, and teaching activities
that enhance the international content of
curricula in colleges and universities, dis-
seminates the findings of agricultural re-
search outside the United States to students
and users of agricultural research within the
United States, enhances collaborative re-
search with other countries, and enhances
the capability of U.S. colleges and institu-
tions in assisting food production, process-
ing, and distribution. (Section 424)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with an amendment to au-

thorize competitive grants as described in
the Senate bill and to require the Secretary
to submit a biennial report to the House and
Senate Agriculture Committees. (Sections
227, 228, and 229)

(13) GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS

The Senate bill amends subtitle K of the
National Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 by inserting
section 1461 which sets an indirect cost cap
of 25 percent of total Federal funds provided
under a grant for competitive research, ex-
tension, or education awarded under the Na-
tional Research Initiative, the Fund for
Rural America, or the Initiative for Future
Agriculture and Food Systems.

The Senate bill amends section 1469 of the
National Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 to allow the
Secretary of Agriculture to retain up to 4
percent of amounts appropriated for an agri-
cultural research, extension, or teaching as-
sistance program for the administration of
such program, except where the act authoriz-
ing such program specifically authorizes the
Secretary to withhold a percentage of funds
for the administration of that specific pro-
gram. This subsection would also amend sec-
tion 1469 to provide for the retention for ad-
ministrative costs of 4 percent of funds made
available under section 25 of the Food Stamp
Act of 1977 for community food projects.
(Section 205)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to cap in-
direct costs at 19% of total federal funds for
all competitively awarded agricultural re-
search, education, or extension grants and
an amendment to authorize use of program
funds for peer review panels. (Section 230)

(14) EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO
COST-REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENTS

The Senate bill amends section 1473A of
the National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 to ex-
pand current authority of the Secretary of
Agriculture to enter into cost-reimbursable
agreements with State cooperative institu-
tions (i.e., land-grant colleges and univer-
sities) for the acquisition of goods or serv-
ices, including personal services, to carry
out agricultural research, extension, or
teaching activities of mutual interest, by ad-
ditionally allowing the Secretary to enter
into such agreements with any college or
university. (Section 206)

The House amendment amends section
1473A of the National Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977
to expand current authority of the Secretary
to enter into cost-reimbursable agreements
with State cooperative institutions (i.e.
land-grant colleges and universities) for the
acquisition of goods and services, including
personnel services, to carry out agricultural
research, extension, or teaching activities of
mutual interest by additionally allowing the
Secretary to enter into such agreements
with any college or university. (Section 105)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 231)

(15) NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL WEATHER
INFORMATION SYSTEM

The Senate bill amends subtitle D of title
XVI of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation,
and Trade Act of 1990 and provides that sec-
tion 1637 of the Act establish the short title
for the subtitle as the ‘‘National Agricul-
tural Weather Information System Act of
1997’’ and establishes the purposes of this
subtitle to coordinate national agricultural
weather and climate station network, ensure
timely and accurate agriculture related
weather information is disseminated and aid

research and education projects which re-
quire agricultural weather and climate data.

The Senate bill provides that section 1638
of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and
Trade Act of 1990 would authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to establish the Na-
tional Agricultural Weather Information
System (NAWIS). The Senate bill authorizes
the Secretary of Agriculture to enter into
cooperative projects with, and award grants
to other Federal, regional, and State agen-
cies to support development and dissemina-
tion of agricultural weather and climate in-
formation; to collect weather data through
regional and State agricultural weather in-
formation systems; coordinate the weather
activities of the Department of Agriculture
with other Federal agencies and the private
sector; make grants regarding State and re-
gional agricultural weather information sys-
tems; and to encourage private sector par-
ticipation in NAWIS activities. The Senate
bill authorizes a competitive grants program
to support projects to improve the manner in
which agricultural weather and climate in-
formation is collected, retained, and distrib-
uted.

The Senate bill amends section 1639 of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 to require that no more than two-
thirds of the funds appropriated for the sub-
title shall be used for work with the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. This revised section would also prohibit
the Secretary of Agriculture from awarding
any grant funds for the construction of fa-
cilities and would limit the purchase of
equipment with grants funds to no more
than the lesser of one-third of the award or
$15,000.

The Senate bill amends section 1640 of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 to authorize to be appropriated
$15 million for each of the 1998 through 2002
fiscal years to carry out the purposes of the
revised subtitle. (Section 211)

The House has no comparable provision.
The conference substitute adopts the

House provision.
(16) NATIONAL FOOD GENOME STRATEGY

The Senate bill amends section 1671 of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade
Act of 1990 to authorize the Secretary to es-
tablish a National Food Genome Strategy for
agriculturally important plants, animals,
and microbes. Subsection (a) establishes the
purposes of the section. This section also
provides that USDA is to be the lead federal
agency for the Plant Genome Initiative un-
less funding provided through USDA for the
Plant Genome Initiative is substantially less
than funding provided through another Fed-
eral agency, in which case the other Federal
agency would be the lead agency as deter-
mined by the President. Subsection (b) re-
quires the Secretary of Agriculture develop
and carry out a National Food Genome
Strategy on the development and dissemina-
tion of information regarding the genetics of
agriculturally important plants, animals,
and microbes. Subsection (c) authorizes the
Secretary of Agriculture to enter into con-
tracts, grants, or cooperative agreements
with individuals and organizations in accord-
ance with section 1472 of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 to carryout the purposes of
this section. This subsection also requires
that grants made under this subsection be
awarded on a competitive basis. Subsection
(d) requires the Secretary of Agriculture to
issue necessary regulations. The Senate bill
authorizes the Secretary to consult with the
National Academy of Sciences regarding the
National Food Genome Strategy. The Senate
bill authorizes the Secretary to include in
contracts, grants, and cooperative agree-
ments an allowance for indirect costs in the
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same manner such costs are allowed under
contracts, grants and cooperative agree-
ments by the National Science Foundation.
(Section 212)

The House amendment amends the heading
of Section 1671 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 to ‘‘Agricul-
tural Genome Initiative.’’ The Secretary
shall conduct research for the purposes of
supporting basic and applied research and
technology, studying and mapping agri-
culturally significant genes, ensuring that
current gaps in existing agricultural genet-
ics knowledge are filled, and preserving di-
verse germplasm and biodiversity.

Grants made under the House amendment
would be awarded on a competitive basis,
and no funds awarded under this section may
be used to fund construction. In the House
amendment, a one-to-one match or in-kind
support is required for any grant which is to
benefit a specific commodity but the Sec-
retary may waive the matching requirement
with respect to an individual project if (1)
the Secretary determines the results of the
project, while of particular benefit to a spe-
cific commodity, are likely to be applicable
to agricultural commodities generally or (2)
the project involves a minor commodity,
deals with scientifically important research,
and the grant recipient would be unable to
satisfy the matching requirement.

The House amendment authorizes the nec-
essary funds to be appropriated for each of
the 1998 through 2002 fiscal years to carry
out the purposes of the revised section. (Sec-
tion 232)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with amendments to modify
the goals, to prescribe duties of the Sec-
retary, to provide authority for cooperative
agreements which would be subject to
matching requirements, to require grants or
cooperative agreements to be made on a
competitive basis, to allow consultation with
the National Academy of Sciences and to
strike the authorization of appropriations.
(Section 241)

In establishing the Agricultural Genome
Initiative, it is the intent of the Managers
that USDA would continue to be the lead
federal agency for agricultural genomic re-
search.

(17) IMPORTED FIRE ANT CONTROL,
MANAGEMENT, AND ERADICATION

The Senate bill creates a three tiered grant
program and authorizes the Secretary to es-
tablish a National Advisory Board on fire
ant control, management, and eradication.
Eligible grant recipients include colleges,
universities, research institutes, Federal
labs, or private entities selected by the Sec-
retary on a competitive basis. (Section 213)

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary to make competitive grants for 32
high priority research and extension issues
including fire ants. (Section 421 (e)(10))

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to strike
the board and instead allow formation of a
task force and inserts the provision in the
section for high priority research and exten-
sion issues. (Section 242)

The Managers intend that in carrying out
these grants the Secretary may establish a
task force consisting of individuals from aca-
demia, research institutes, and the private
sector and who are experts in entomology,
ant ecology, wildlife biology, electrical engi-
neering, economics, and agribusiness. The
Managers intend that the Secretary shall so-
licit and consider input from this task force
in developing a request for proposals for
grants.

(18) AGRICULTURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS
PROGRAM

The Senate bill authorizes the Secretary to
award a grant to A*DEC to enable it to ad-

minister the Agricultural Telecommuni-
cations Program. (Section 214).

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 245)

This section authorizes the Secretary to
award a grant to A*DEC to enable it to ad-
minister a competitive grant program as au-
thorized under the agricultural tele-
communications program. It is the intent of
the Managers that a cohesive, affordable and
sustainable agricultural telecommunications
network be developed that makes optimal
use of available resources for agriculture and
rural America. The network must dissemi-
nate and share academic instruction, exten-
sion programming, agricultural research and
domestic and international marketing infor-
mation.

A*DEC is a consortium whose members in-
clude the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
numerous state universities and land grant
institutions, and a growing number of inter-
national associate members. The Managers
intend that the Secretary of Agriculture,
acting through A*DEC, administer a com-
petitive grant program that uses the power
and efficiency of the Internet, audio and
video conferencing, and printed materials.
The Managers expect A*DEC to design an
open process for disseminating grant infor-
mation and requirements, to utilize a peer
review process for grant applications, and to
use an on-line submission, report and evalua-
tion process. These steps will assure that all
aspects of the grant program are open, trans-
parent, and will allow for partnership devel-
opment and rapid feedback from the review
process.

The Managers expect that the transfer of
the management of the program to A*DEC
will not affect the awarding of these grants
on a competitive basis to all eligible institu-
tions and entities, regardless of membership
in the A*DEC consortium.

(19) ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM FOR
FARMERS WITH DISABILITIES

The Senate bill changes the AgrAbility au-
thorization to reflect the current distribu-
tion of funds. It eliminates the separate
spending authority for the national grant
program in favor of a combined authoriza-
tion of $6 million, with instructions that 15
percent of total program appropriations be
designated for nationally coordinated
AgrAbility activities. (Section 215)

The House amendment reauthorizes exist-
ing program until fiscal year 2002. (Section
323)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 246)

(20) 1994 INSTITUTIONS

The Senate bill amends the Equity In Edu-
cation Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 by add-
ing Little Priest Tribal College of Nebraska
to the list of 1994 Institutions and adds a re-
quirement that 1994 Institutions either be
accredited or working towards accreditation
in order to receive funding under the Act.
(Section 221)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 251)

(21) COOPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION
WORK BY 1862, 1890, AND 1994 INSTITUTIONS

The Senate bill amends the Smith-Lever
Act to provide funding and authority for 1994
Institutions for extension activities which
may be carried out through cooperative
agreements with land grant colleges in any
State. (Section 222)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 201)

(22) ELIGIBILITY OF CERTAIN COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES FOR EXTENSION FUNDING

The Senate bill amends section 3(d) of the
Smith-Lever Act by expanding the list of in-
stitutions eligible to receive competitive
funding under the Act to include all colleges
and universities. It further amends section
3(d) of the Act by making 1890 and 1994 Insti-
tutions eligible for non-competitive exten-
sion funding, as well as the 1862 Institutions.
The Secretary is authorized to enter into
memoranda of understanding, cooperative
agreements and reimbursable agreements
with other Federal agencies to assist in car-
rying out extension programs. The section
also contains a conforming amendment.
(Section 223)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision.
(23) INTEGRATION OF RESEARCH AND EXTENSION

The Senate bill amends the Smith-Lever
and Hatch Acts by requiring that a certain
percentage of Smith-Lever (b) and (c) and
Hatch Act funds going to a State be used for
integrated cooperative extension and re-
search activities. In order to determine the
applicable percentage, the Secretary shall
determine the percentage of Federal formula
funds that a State spent for fiscal year 1997
for integrated research and cooperative ex-
tension activities. Then starting in fiscal
year 2000, the applicable percentage will be
25 percent or twice the percentage deter-
mined to be spent on integrated activities in
1997, whichever is less. The Secretary is
given the authority to reduce the minimum
percentage required in a case of hardship, in-
feasibility or other similar circumstance be-
yond the control of the State.

Under the Senate bill the States would in-
form the Secretary of the manner in which
they will meet the applicable percentage re-
quirement. The section also provides that
funds used towards meeting the integration
requirement may also be used to satisfy the
percentage requirements contained in sec-
tions 104 and 105 of the Bill. The section con-
tains language exempting any State and
local matching funds from the integration
requirement. (Section 224)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to ref-
erence plans of work. (Section 204)

(24) COMPETITIVE, SPECIAL AND FACILITIES
RESEARCH GRANTS

The Senate bill amends the Competitive,
Special, and Facilities Research Grants Act
by adding national laboratories to the list of
eligible grantees under the NRI.

The section amends the time period for
special grants from 5 years to 3 years and re-
quires that the grants be for the purpose of
conducting research to address agricultural
research needs of immediate importance, by
themselves or in conjunction with extension
or education; or new or emerging areas of ag-
ricultural research, by themselves or in con-
junction with extension or education. This
section retains the prohibition on providing
special grants for facilities. Scientific peer
review is required for research projects fund-
ed under this section and merit review is re-
quired for extension or education projects
funded by a special grant. Eligible grantees
include colleges, universities, other research
institutions and organizations, Federal agen-
cies, private organizations or corporations,
and individuals.

The Senate bill imposes a partnership re-
quirement for projects that address imme-
diate needs. For projects that address new or
emerging research issues, a partnership is re-
quired after three years in order to receive
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funding for additional years and the partner-
ship must be comprised of at least 2 other
entities, in addition to the grantee. Each
grantee must also provide to the Secretary a
proposed plan for graduation from Federal
funding under this section. Graduation plans
and partnership requirements do not apply
to non-competitive special grants. Grant re-
cipients are required to file annual reports
describing the results of their research, ex-
tension or education activities and the merit
of those results. To the extent allowable by
law, these reports are to be made available
to the public. The section also contains a 4
percent set aside for administrative costs.
The effective date for the section is October
1, 1998.

The Senate bill allows grant awards under
the NRI to a new investigator who is still
within 5 years of the individual’s initial ca-
reer track position rather than investigators
who have less than 5 years of post-graduate
research experience. (Section 225)

The House amendment amends the match-
ing requirement provision for equipment
purchase of the National Research Initiative,
Competitive Grants Program to provide that
the Secretary may waive all or a portion of
the matching requirement in the case of
small colleges or universities if (1) the cost
of the equipment does not exceed $25,000 and
(2) has multiple uses within a single research
project or is usable in more than one re-
search project. (Section 241)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with amendments to add na-
tional laboratories to NRI eligibility, to
allow NRI grants for new investigators with-
in 5 years of the individual’s initial career
track position, to require scientific peer or
merit review of special grants, to authorize
special grants for three years rather than
five years, and to require annual reports for
special grants. (Sections 211 and 212)

(25) FUND FOR RURAL AMERICA

The Senate bill provides funding for the
Fund through October 1, 2001, including FY
1998 which had not been funded. The percent-
age of the Fund to be allocated among Rural
Development programs is increased to 50 per-
cent and the Research portion is established
at 33 percent with the remaining 17 percent
to be allocated among either the Research or
Rural Development Accounts at the discre-
tion of the Secretary. (Section 226)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with amendments to provide an
additional $100 million for the Fund so that
$60 million will be provided each year for
FY99-03 and to retain current law on the dis-
tribution of funding under the Fund for
Rural America. (Section 252)

The Managers strongly encourage that
each year the Secretary award half of the
funds within his discretion to research.

(26) HONEY RESEARCH

The Senate bill contains an amendment to
the Honey Research, Promotion, and Con-
sumer Information Improvement Act of 1997
and requires the Honey Board to reserve at
least 8 percent of all assessments collected
for expenditure on approved research
projects to advance the competitiveness of
the honey industry. (Section 227)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with amendments to provide
for a 3/4 of a cent per pound assessment on
honey producers, handlers and importers to
provide funding for research; to change rep-
resentation on the National Honey Board
and allow for periodic review of the Board
composition; and to establish, with approval
of the Secretary, a program to improve the

quality and purity of honey and honey prod-
ucts. (Section 605)

(27) OFFICE OF ENERGY POLICY AND NEW USES

The Senate bill amends the Department of
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 by es-
tablishing, within the Office of the Sec-
retary, an Office of Energy Policy and New
Uses. (Section 228)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 602)

(28) KIWIFRUIT RESEARCH, PROMOTION, AND
CONSUMER INFORMATION PROGRAM

The Senate bill would amend the National
Kiwifruit Research, Promotion, and Con-
sumer Information Act to require that pro-
ducer, exporter, and importer representation
on the National Kiwifruit Board be propor-
tional to the level of domestic production
and imports of kiwifruit. (Section 229)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 603)
(29) NATIONAL AQUACULTURE POLICY, PLANNING,

AND DEVELOPMENT

The Senate bill amends the National Aqua-
culture Act by changing the definition of
aquaculture and defining private aqua-
culture; by designating USDA as the lead
agency for aquaculture and establishing a
national policy for private aquaculture; by
requiring the Secretary to develop and im-
plement a plan for coordinating and imple-
menting aquaculture activities and pro-
grams within the Department and support-
ing the development of private aquaculture.
The Secretary is also authorized to maintain
and support a National Aquaculture Infor-
mation Center at the National Agricultural
Library. The Secretary is directed to treat
private aquaculture as agriculture and is di-
rected to coordinate interdepartmental func-
tions and activities relating to private aqua-
culture. The authorization of appropriations
is extended through 2002. (Section 230)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment striking
the Senate language and substituting reau-
thorization of the National Aquaculture Act
through 2002. (Section 301)

(30) BIOBASED PRODUCTS

The Senate bill directs the Secretary to co-
ordinate research, economic information,
market information and other activities to
develop and promote biobased products. The
Secretary shall consult with private sector
biobased product producers and provide a
centralized contact point to provide advice
and technical assistance to individuals inter-
ested in developing biobased products. The
Secretary will make an annual report to
Congress on biobased activities. The Sec-
retary is given the authority to use sci-
entific expertise and facilities to conduct re-
search leading to the further development
and market testing of biobased products.
This authority is open to CRADA partners,
and individuals who have received funding
through AARC, BRDC and SBIR. The Sec-
retary is given the authority to award ARS
funds competitively to encourage scientific
excellence and creativity. The first three
years of this authority direct the Secretary
to focus such grants toward the development
of biobased products with promising com-
mercial potential. The section provides an
authorization of appropriations of $10 mil-
lion per year. (Section 231)

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary to enter into cooperative agreements
with eligible partners, as specified, so that
the facilities and technical expertise of ARS

may be made available to operate pilot
plants in order to bring technologies of
biobased products to the point of practical
application. This section defines ‘‘biobased
products’’ as a product suitable for food and
nonfood use that is derived in whole or in
part from renewable agricultural and for-
estry materials. The Secretary may use ap-
propriated funds to carry out this section
and cooperative research and development
agreement funds. The Secretary shall au-
thorize the private partner to sell biobased
products for the purpose of determining mar-
ket potential. (Section 426)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with amendments to add the
coordination provisions from the Senate bill
and to modify the pilot project authority in
the Senate bill. (Section 404)

The Managers expect that the coordination
of biobased product activities required under
this section will be coordinated by the Office
of Energy Policy and New Uses created in
Section 602.

(31) PRECISION AGRICULTURE

The Senate bill authorizes a new competi-
tive grant program for research, education
and information dissemination projects for
the development and promotion of precision
agriculture. (Section 232)

The House amendment defines ‘‘precision
agriculture’’ as an integrated information
and production-based farming system that is
designed to increase long-term, site specific
and whole farm production efficiencies, pro-
ductivity, and profitability while minimizing
unintended impacts on wildlife and the envi-
ronment in specified ways. This section also
defines ‘‘precision agricultural tech-
nologies,’’ ‘‘Advisory Board,’’ ‘‘agricultural
inputs,’’ ‘‘eligible entity,’’ and ‘‘systems re-
search.’’ (Section 411)

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Advisory
Board, to make 5 year competitive grants for
research, education, or information dissemi-
nation projects for precision agriculture. The
Secretary may only give grants to projects
that are unlikely to be financed by the pri-
vate sector in the absence of a grant, and the
partnership must match the amount of Fed-
eral funds. Priority shall be given to re-
search, education, or information dissemina-
tion projects that evaluate precision agricul-
tural technologies to increase long-term effi-
ciencies, make the findings readily available
to farmers, demonstrates the efficient use of
agricultural inputs, maximizes cooperation
between all interested parties, and maxi-
mizes leveraging of funds and resources.
(Section 412)

The House amendment provides that, of
the funds appropriated for precision agri-
culture research grants, the Secretary shall
reserve a portion for grants for projects re-
garding precision agriculture related to edu-
cation and information dissemination. (Sec-
tion 413)

The House amendment provides that the
Secretary, in consultation with the Advisory
Board, shall encourage the establishment of
multi-State and national partnerships be-
tween land-grant institutions, State Agricul-
tural Experiment Stations, State coopera-
tive extension services, other colleges and
universities, USDA agencies, national lab-
oratories, agribusinesses, certified crop ad-
visers, commodity organizations, other Fed-
eral or State government entities, non-agri-
cultural industries and nonprofit organiza-
tions, and agricultural producers and agri-
cultural producers or other land managers.
(Section 414)

The House amendment prohibits the use of
grant money to be used for facility construc-
tion. (Section 415)

The House amendment authorizes
$40,000,000 to be appropriated for each of the
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fiscal years 1998 through 2002 for this sub-
title. The House amendment also limits the
amount retained by the Secretary for admin-
istrative costs to 3% of the amount appro-
priated. (Section 415)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with amendments to modify
the purposes of the grants; to strike the
FACA exemption; and to authorize to be ap-
propriated such sums as necessary each fis-
cal year of which not less than 30% must be
multidisciplinary, not less than 40% must be
systems research directly applicable to pro-
ducers and agricultural production systems,
and not more than 4% may be used for ad-
ministrative costs. (Section 403)
(32) FORMOSAN TERMITE ERADICATION PROGRAM

The Senate bill authorizes a new competi-
tive grant program for the purposes of con-
ducting research for the control, manage-
ment and possible eradication of Formosan
termites in the United States. It also pro-
vides that the Secretary may enter into co-
operative agreements for conducting
projects for Formosan termite control and
management and data collection. (Section
233)

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary to make competitive grants for 32
high priority research and extension issues
including Formosan termites. (Section
421(e)(20))

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment and inserts
the provision in the section for high priority
research and extension issues. (Section 242)

The Managers expect the Agricultural Re-
search Service to cooperate and collaborate
with the U.S. Forest Service Wood Products
Insect Research unit in its administration of
the Formosan termite research program.

(33) NUTRIENT COMPOSITION DATA

The Senate bill requires the Secretary to
periodically update nutrient composition
data and to report to Congress the method
that will be used to update the data and the
timing of the update. (Section 234)

The House amendment directs the Sec-
retary to update nutrient composition data
periodically. (Section 504)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 611)

(34) CONSOLIDATED ADMINISTRATIVE AND
LABORATORY FACILITY

The Senate bill provides authority for the
Secretary to contract for construction of a
consolidated APHIS laboratory facility in
Ames, Iowa. (Section 235)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 611)

(35) NATIONAL SWINE RESEARCH CENTER

The Senate bill authorizes the Secretary,
subject to the availability of appropriations
and prior to December 31, 1998, to accept as
a gift and administer the National Swine Re-
search Center located in Ames, Iowa. ( Sec-
tion 236)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 612)
(36) COORDINATED PROGRAM OF RESEARCH, EX-

TENSION AND EDUCATION TO IMPROVE THE
COMPETITIVENESS, VIABILITY AND SUSTAIN-
ABILITY OF SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZE DAIRY
AND LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS

The Senate bill would authorize the Sec-
retary to carry out a coordinated program of
research, extension and education to im-
prove the competitiveness, viability and sus-
tainability of small and medium sized dairy
and livestock operations. (Section 237)

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary to make competitive grants for 32

high priority research and extension issues
including dairy efficiency, profitability and
competitiveness. (Section 421 (e)(13))

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to add
poultry. (Section 407)

Small and medium-size farms are inde-
pendent owner-operated farms where the in-
dividual or family that owns the production
provides the majority of the labor and man-
agement. It is the intent of the Managers
that particular attention be directed toward
the needs of independent beginning farmers
seeking to establish small and medium-size
farms.
(37) SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH REGARDING DIS-

EASES OF WHEAT AND BARLEY CAUSED BY FU-
SARIUM GRAMINEARUM

The Senate bill would authorize the Sec-
retary to make grants to a consortium of
land-grant colleges and universities for
multi-State research projects aimed at un-
derstanding and combating diseases of wheat
and barley caused by Fusarium graminearum
and related fungi (‘‘wheat scab’). An author-
ization of appropriations for $5.2 million for
each of fiscal years 1998 through 2002 is in-
cluded. (Section 238).

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary to make competitive grants for 32
high priority research and extension issues
including wheat scab. (Section 421 (e)(11))

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 408)

(38) FOOD ANIMAL RESIDUE AVOIDANCE
DATABASE PROGRAM

The Senate bill directs the Secretary to
continue operation of the Food Animal Resi-
due Avoidance Database program through
contracts with appropriate colleges or uni-
versities. An authorization of appropriations
for $1 million for each fiscal year is included.
(Section 239)

The House amendment provides that the
Secretary shall continue operation of the
Food Animal Residue Avoidance Database
program (FARAD program). The Secretary
shall provide the necessary information to
the appropriate specialists, maintain up-to-
date information, disseminate information
to the public, furnish up-to-date data on ap-
proved drugs, maintain a comprehensive res-
idue avoidance database, provide profes-
sional advice for determining the withdrawal
times necessary for food safety in the use of
drugs in food animals, and engage in other
activities that promote food safety. The Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Advisory
Board, may make 3 year grants to colleges
and universities to operate the FARAD pro-
gram. (Section 425)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with amendments to provide
authority for grants or cooperative agree-
ments, to cap indirect costs at 19% of total
federal funds, and to strike the authorization
of appropriations. (Section 604)
(39) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR CERTAIN RURAL

AREAS

The Senate bill would authorize the Sec-
retary to provide financial assistance to a
nationally recognized organization to pro-
mote educational opportunities at the pri-
mary and secondary levels is rural areas
with a historic incidence of poverty and low
academic achievement, including the Lower
Mississippi River Delta. An authorization of
appropriations for up to $10 million for each
fiscal year is included. (Section 240)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision.
(40) EVALUATION OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH,

EXTENSION AND EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Senate bill directs the Secretary to
conduct a performance evaluation to deter-

mine whether federally funded agricultural
research, extension, and education programs
result in public goods that have national or
multi state significance. This section also
requires the Secretary to contract with an
expert in research assessment and perform-
ance to provide to the Secretary practical
guidelines for measuring performance of fed-
erally funded agricultural research, exten-
sion or education programs. This input
should be consistent with the Government
Performance and Results Act of 1993. (Sec-
tion 241)

The House amendment directs the Sec-
retary shall create guidelines for perform-
ance measurement of agricultural research,
extension, and education programs and then
conduct an evaluation to determine whether
agricultural research, extension, and edu-
cation programs conducted or funded by the
Department result in public benefits that
have national or multi-State significance.
(Section 106)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to replace
the expert with entity or entities with exper-
tise. (Section 631)
(41) STUDY OF FEDERALLY FUNDED AGRICUL-

TURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDU-
CATION

The Senate bill directs the Secretary to re-
quest the National Academy of Sciences to
conduct a study of the role and mission of
federally funded agricultural research, ex-
tension, and education. The study will in-
clude an evaluation of the strength of
science conducted by the ARS and the rel-
evance of that science to national priorities;
and examination of the formulas for agricul-
tural research and extension funding and ex-
amination of the competitive grant system.
A report of the study is to be submitted to
Congress in two stages beginning eighteen
months after the commencement of the
Study and concluding within 3 years of the
commencement. (Section 242)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to revise
study requirements. (Section 632)

(42) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON STATE MATCH FOR
1890 INSTITUTIONS

The Senate bill states that it is the Sense
of Congress that states should provide
matching funds for Federal formula funds
provided to the 1890 Institutions. (Section
243)

The House amendment amends the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 to phase-in a
non-Federal matching requirement for re-
search and extension formula funds to 1890
Institutions. Beginning in fiscal year 1999,
1890 Institutions shall submit a report de-
scribing sources of non-Federal funds avail-
able to the institution for fiscal year 1999.
The phase-in schedule begins in fiscal year
2000 with 70% of the formula allocation re-
quiring no match and 30% requiring a non-
Federal match. In fiscal year 2001, the
matching requirement increases to 45% of
the Federal allocation; and 50% in fiscal year
2002 and thereafter. Based on the 1999 report,
the Secretary may waive the match require-
ment for specific institutions in the fiscal
year 2000; however, these institutions would
be required to make the 45% match for fiscal
year 2001. Non-Federal matching funds may
be directed to agricultural research, exten-
sion, or teaching programs at the discretion
of the 1890 institution. The Secretary shall
withhold the difference between the total
amount that should have been provided and
the non-Federal funds that were actually
provided during the fiscal year from States
which fail to provide funds for the fiscal
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year. The Secretary shall redistribute the
withheld funds to other eligible 1890 institu-
tions satisfying the matching funds require-
ment for that fiscal year, and the re-appor-
tioned funds shall be subject to a match re-
quirement. (Section 212)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with technical amendments.
(Section 226)
(43) INITIATIVE FOR FUTURE AGRICULTURE AND

FOOD SYSTEMS

The Senate bill creates a new mandatory
spending account that provides $780 million
over 5 years for research funding. In FY 1998,
the amount is $100 million and in FY 1999–
2002, the amount is $170 million per year.
This competitively awarded research funding
must address critical emerging agricultural
issues related to future food production, en-
vironmental protection, or farm income or
be for activities carried out under the Alter-
native Agricultural Research and Commer-
cialization Act of 1990. Priority mission
areas to be addressed with funding in the
first year are food genome; food safety, food
technology and human nutrition; new and al-
ternative uses and production of agricultural
commodities and products; agricultural bio-
technology; and natural resource manage-
ment including precision agriculture. In fis-
cal years 1999 through 2001, the Secretary,
after consultation with the Advisory Board,
may change or add to the list of priority
mission areas.

The Senate bill provides that eligible
grantees include Federal research agencies,
national laboratories, colleges or univer-
sities, and private research organizations
with established research capacity. The Sec-
retary may award grants to ensure that the
faculty of small and mid-sized institutions
who have not previously obtained competi-
tive grants from the Secretary receive a por-
tion of the grants. The Secretary is to give
priority to grants that are multi-state,
multi-institutional, or multi-disciplinary
and to grants that integrate agricultural re-
search, extension and education. The Sec-
retary is also directed to solicit and consider
input from stakeholders as required in sec-
tion 102 of the bill in formulating the re-
quests for grant proposals. Scientific peer re-
view or merit review are required as stated
in section 103 of the Bill.

The Senate bill requires that matching
funds be provided from a non-Federal source
if the grant is for research that is commod-
ity-specific and not of national scope. The
Secretary is authorized to establish one or
more institutes to carry out all or part of
the section. (Section 301)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with amendments to provide
$120 million annually for FY99–03 and to add
an additional priority mission area of farm
efficiency and profitability. (Section 401)

The Managers intend that the Secretary
may establish one or more institutes to
carry out this section. The Managers intend
that such institutes would be virtual in na-
ture and designed to maximize efficiency of
research funding and not result in invest-
ment in physical infrastructure or designa-
tion of specific institutions as institutes.

The Managers intend that among the re-
search, education and extension activities
conducted and carried out under the priority
mission area related to farm efficiency are
ways to improve the efficiency and profit-
ability of rural business enterprises.

(44) EXTENSIONS OF AUTHORITIES

The Senate bill reauthorizes most existing
research programs until the year 2002. (Sec-
tion 401)

The House amendment reauthorizes most
existing research programs until the year
2002. (Subtitle A of Title III)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with amendments to reauthor-
ize the pilot research program to combine
medical and agricultural research, to strike
extension of red meat safety research center,
and to strike extension of global climate
change. (Section 301)

(45) REPEAL OF AUTHORITIES

The Senate bill repeals authority for cer-
tain agricultural research programs. (Sec-
tion 402)

The House amendment repeals authority
for certain agricultural research programs.
(Subtitle B of Title III)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with an amendment to repeal
the dairy goat research grant. (Section 302)

(46) SHORT TITLES FOR SMITH-LEVER ACT AND
HATCH ACT OF 1887

The Senate bill amends the Smith-Lever
and Hatch Acts to include short titles of
each Act. (Section 403)

The House amendment amends the Smith-
Lever and Hatch Acts to include short titles
of each Act. (Section 201)

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 3)
(47) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO RESEARCH PRO-

VISIONS OF FEDERAL AGRICULTURE IMPROVE-
MENT AND REFORM ACT OF 1996

The Senate bill contains technical correc-
tions to the Research title of the 1996 Farm
Bill. (Section 404)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision. (Section 606)

(48) NUTRITION PROGRAMS

Subtitle A—Food Stamp Program

Current law

Employment and Training Funds.—All states
are entitled to a formula share of specific
amounts (established in the Food Stamp
Act) for employment and training programs
for food stamp recipients. These are set at:
$81 million in fiscal year 1998, $84 million in
fiscal year 1999, $86 million in fiscal year
2000, $88 million in fiscal year 2001, and $90
million in fiscal year 2002.

States that meet a ‘‘maintenance of ef-
fort’’ requirement are entitled to a formula
share of additional amounts (established in
the Food Stamp Act) for employment and
training programs. These additional pay-
ments are: $131 million a year in fiscal years
1998 through 2001 and $75 million in fiscal
year 2002.

Administrative Funds.—The Federal Govern-
ment pays half of States’ food stamp-related
administrative costs, without limit. In addi-
tion, some States’ Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) block grants include
amounts attributable to food stamp-related
administrative costs.

Public assistance programs, such as food
stamps, Medicaid, and cash welfare, are often
administered together. Some administrative
activities, such as the collection of informa-
tion on income and assets, need only be done
once when determining eligibility and bene-
fits for applicants or recipients of multiple
programs. The cost of collecting and verify-
ing this information is ‘‘common’’ among
the programs involved.

Before the 1996 welfare reform law (P.L.
104–193), States often ‘‘charged’’ the Aid to
Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)
program for the common costs of determin-
ing eligibility for multiple public assistance
benefits. The 1996 law replaced the AFDC
program (and some related programs) with
the TANF block grant program and based
each State’s block grant on historical Fed-
eral payments under the AFDC program (in-
cluding those for administrative costs). To

the extent that common costs for admin-
istering public assistance programs were
charged to the AFDC program in the past,
they were included in the calculation of each
State’s new TANF grant. States may amend
their cost allocation plans in such a way as
to receive a second reimbursement for com-
mon costs in the Food Stamp (and Medicaid)
programs, while retaining their full TANF
block grant.

Aliens.—The Personal Responsibility and
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
(PRWORA; P.L. 104–193) barred most legal
immigrants, or ‘‘qualified aliens,’’ from the
Food Stamp program. ‘‘Qualified alien’’ is
defined to include legal permanent residents,
refugees, aliens paroled into the United
States for at least one year, aliens granted
asylum or related relief, and certain abused
spouses and children. Non-citizens who re-
main eligible include: (1) those who meet a
10-year requirement for work covered under
the social security system and (2) veterans
and active duty military personnel, together
with their families. In addition, refugees and
asylees (including Cuban/Haitian entrants
and Amerasians) are eligible for food stamps
for five years after entering as refugees or
being granted asylum.
Senate bill

The Senate bill would reduce food stamp
administrative reimbursements to States
prospectively by the amount of food stamp
administrative costs assumed in each State’s
TANF block grant. The Department of
Health and Human Services would deter-
mine, for each State, the extent to which
common administrative costs were incor-
porated into the State’s TANF allocation
and the extent to which those costs could
have been attributed to the Food Stamp Pro-
gram had States allocated costs equally
among Food Stamp, Medicaid and cash wel-
fare programs. The Secretary of Agriculture
would reduce future food stamp administra-
tive reimbursements to States by the
amounts in TANF that could have been at-
tributed to the Food Stamp Program. The
Food Stamp Program’s share would be ap-
proximately one-third of the common costs
of administering the Food Stamp, AFDC, and
Medicaid programs that were charged to
AFDC during the historical base period used
to establish the State’s TANF grant. The
provision lapses in fiscal year 2002 (sec.
501(a)).

The Senate bill would require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to establish a competi-
tive low-income area grant program to pro-
vide funding to initiate school breakfast and
summer food service programs in low-income
areas. The grant program would be funded at
$5,000,000 annually and the Secretary must
use the funds to the extent that a sufficient
number of schools and service institutions
meet eligibility guidelines established by the
Secretary, but the Secretary is not required
to use all of the money provided. The grant
program gives priority to school food au-
thorities (typically school districts) serving
primarily low-income children which do not
already operate school breakfast or summer
food service programs (sec. 501(b)).

The Senate bill would require the Sec-
retary to reimburse child care centers for
serving a fourth meal or supplement to chil-
dren who are in centers longer than eight
hours per day in order to accommodate
working parents. This section also would re-
quire the Secretary to reimburse service in-
stitutions running summer food service pro-
grams at camps for low-income children or
that serve primarily migrant children for up
to four meals or supplements during each
day of operation. This requirement would
take effect on September 1, 1998 (sec. 501(b)).

The Senate bill would provide $185,000 for
each of fiscal years 1998 through 2002 for the
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Information Clearinghouse. The clearing-
house provides information to groups that
assist low-income individuals in becoming
self-reliant and less dependent on Federal,
State or local governmental agencies for
food and other assistance (sec. 501(c)).

The Senate bill would restore food stamp
benefits to American Indians living along
the Mexican and Canadian borders (sec.
501(d)).
House amendment

The House amendment contains no com-
parable provision.
Conference agreement

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provisions with technical amendments
and amendments that:

‘‘Delete provisions to: (1) establish a low-
income area grant program to provide fund-
ing to initiate school breakfast and summer
food service programs in low-income areas;
(2) reimburse child care centers for serving a
fourth meal to children in centers longer
than eight hours; and (3) reauthorize and
provide funding for the Information Clear-
inghouse;

‘‘Reduce additional amounts to States for
employment and training programs by $100
million in fiscal year 1999 and $45 million in
fiscal year 2000 (sec. 501);

‘‘Stipulate that, if determined by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, food
stamp administrative reimbursements will
be reduced for fiscal years 1999 through 2002
and that the reductions will be made, to the
extent practicable, on a quarterly basis (sec.
502);

‘‘Make clear that no TANF funds, funds
available to carry out title XX of the Social
Security Act, State expenditures that qual-
ify as ‘‘maintenance of effort’’ spending
under the TANF program, or any other Fed-
eral funds from programs (other than the
Food Stamp Program) or any other State
funds expended as a condition to receive Fed-
eral matching funds, may be used to replace
reductions being made by the Secretary of
Agriculture (sec. 502);

‘‘Require the Comptroller General of the
United States to review the methodology
used by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to determine amounts serving as a
basis for the reductions in each States’ food
stamp administrative reimbursement and re-
quire the Comptroller General to submit a
written report to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry of the Senate (sec. 502);

‘‘Establish an appeals process under which
States may appeal the Secretary of Health
and Human Services’ determinations serving
as the basis for reductions in their food
stamp administrative reimbursements to an
administrative law judge and the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services’ Depart-
mental Appeals Board (but bar judicial re-
view) (sec. 502);

‘‘Maintain the requirement for reductions
in food stamp administrative reimburse-
ments during the pendency of a State’s ap-
peal (sec.502);

‘‘Extend food stamp eligibility to refugees
and asylees for 7 years after entry as refu-
gees or obtaining asylum status in the
United States, instead of 5 years under cur-
rent law (sec. 503);

‘‘Restore food stamp eligibility to ‘quali-
fied aliens’ with disabilities who were law-
fully residing in the United States on August
22, 1996 (the enactment date of the
PRWORA), including those who become dis-
abled after that date (sec. 504);

‘‘Restore food stamp eligibility to ‘quali-
fied aliens’ who were lawfully residing in the
United States and were 65 years of age or
over as of August 22, 1996 (sec. 506);

‘‘Restore food stamp eligibility to ‘quali-
fied alien’ children under age 18 who were
lawfully residing in the United States on Au-
gust 22, 1996 (sec.507); and

‘‘Restore food stamp eligibility to individ-
uals (including the spouse, unmarried de-
pendent child of such individuals or
unremarried surviving spouse of such de-
ceased individuals) who: (1) were a member
of a Hmong or Highland Laotian tribe at the
time that the tribe rendered assistance to
United States personnel by taking part in a
military or rescue operation during the Viet-
nam era, and (2) are lawfully residing in the
United States (sec. 508).

The Managers intend that, to the extent
that the food stamp disability definition has
a disparate application in a particular State
because of unique State programs or poli-
cies, the Secretary will review available op-
tions under section 3(r) of the Food Stamp
Act and inform States about their options so
that the exemption for disabled individuals
will be implemented in that State in a man-
ner which is consistent with the implemen-
tation in other States.

The Managers note that the State of Or-
egon has proposed a food stamp demonstra-
tion project incorporating plans to move
food stamp participants to self-sufficiency
through a case management strategy. This
project would build on a similar initiative
Oregon has pursued for its TANF partici-
pants. In the 1996 welfare reform measure,
Congress changed food stamp law substan-
tially to: (1) increase the Secretary’s ability
to approve pilot projects that ‘‘increase self-
sufficiency of food stamp participants, test
innovative welfare reform strategies, or
allow greater conformity with the rules of
other programs,’’ (2) give States the option
to apply many TANF rules to food stamp
participants, (3) permit States to disqualify
participants from the Food Stamp Program
for violating other public assistance program
rules, and (4) expand States’ control over
work and training requirements. This was
with the intent that States’ efforts to inno-
vate and coordinate among public assistance
programs be supported by the Federal Gov-
ernment. In light of this, the conferees
strongly urge the Secretary to carefully con-
sider and promptly act on Oregon’s request.

(49) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FUNDING

The Senate bill allows CCC funding to be
used to purchase automated data processing
equipment, telecommunications equipment,
and other information technology was
capped in the FAIR Act. This section, as of
the 1998 fiscal year, would further lower the
funding cap to achieve a savings of $82 mil-
lion dollars through 2002. (Section 502)

The House amendment has no comparable
provision.

The conference substitute adopts the Sen-
ate provision with amendments regarding
crop insurance. (Section 521)

An amendment to Section 516 of the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act would provide man-
datory funding for the sales commissions of
crop insurance agents beginning in the 1999
reinsurance year. The section also limits to
$3.5 million annually mandatory funding
available to the Agriculture Department’s
Risk Management Agency for crop insurance
research, development, and risk manage-
ment education. This limitation does not af-
fect mandatory funding for the Dairy Op-
tions Pilot Program. (Section 531)

An amendment to Section 508(b)(5) and
(c)(10) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act
would change the amount and use of the ad-
ministrative fee producers pay for cata-
strophic risk protection and the amount of
fees paid for additional coverage protection
effective with the 1999 reinsurance year. The
amount a producer must pay for cata-

strophic risk protection is changed to the
maximum of $50 per crop or 10 percent of the
premium for such protection as determined
by the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation.
Producers would also pay an additional $10
fee for catastrophic risk protection. Produc-
ers would be required to pay catastrophic
policy fees at the same time premium is paid
on additional coverage policies. All cata-
strophic coverage fees would be deposited in
the FCIC Fund to be available for programs
and activities of the Corporation, except as
compensation to an approved insurance pro-
vider or agent. The section also increases the
fee paid for additional coverage protection to
$20 with the proceeds similarly deposited in
the FCIC Fund. (Section 532)

An amendment to Section 508(k) of the
Federal Crop Insurance Act would reduce the
maximum rate payable by the FCIC Board to
reimburse approved insurance providers and
agents for their administrative and operat-
ing costs. Effective with the 1999 reinsurance
year, the maximum reimbursement rate for
additional coverage policies is reduced to
24.5 percent of the premium. Additional cov-
erage policies that currently receive a rate
lower than 27 percent receive a reduction in
the reimbursement rate that is proportional
to the reduction between 25 percent and 27
percent. Also, the loss adjustment expense
reimbursement companies receive for deliv-
ery of catastrophic policies is reduced to 11%
of premium. (Section 532)

An amendment codifies provisions of the
1998 Standard Reinsurance Agreement as
modified by this subtitle that affect pay-
ments to approved insurance providers or
agents. (Section 536)

An amendment requires the Corporation to
establish procedures for responding to in-
quiries about its interpretations of the Act
and its regulations. (Section 533)

An amendment requires the Corporation to
establish regulations regarding time limits
for approving a new policy of insurance pro-
posed by a private entity. (Section 534)

An amendment requires the Secretary of
Agriculture to contract with a private entity
to study: (1) improvement of services to agri-
cultural producers; (2) transforming the role
of the Agriculture Department’s Risk Man-
agement Agency to that of an arm’s-length
regulator and (3) privatization of crop insur-
ance coverage. (Section 535)

These amendments to the Federal Crop In-
surance Act are effective as of the 1999 rein-
surance year. (Section 537)
(50) CONSISTENT MATCHING FUNDS REQUIRE-

MENTS UNDER HATCH ACT OF 1887 AND SMITH-
LEVER ACT

The House amendment amends the Hatch
Act of 1887 to clarify that States receiving
Federal formula funds for research and edu-
cation under the Act must provide a mini-
mum of a one-to-one match with non-Federal
dollars for each fiscal year and eliminates a
1955 amendment that gave States a $90,000 al-
location before requiring the one-to-one
match. This section requires the Secretary
to withhold the difference between the total
amount that should have been provided and
the non-Federal funds that were actually
provided during the fiscal year from States
which fail to provide matching funds for the
fiscal year. The Secretary shall re-apportion
withheld funds among the States satisfying
the matching requirement for the fiscal
year, and the re-apportionment shall be sub-
ject to the match requirement. An exception
to the match requirement is granted to
States for funds received for regional re-
search.

The House amendment amends the Smith-
Lever Act to clarify that States receiving
Federal formula funds for extension under
the Act must provide a minimum of a one-to-
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one match with non-Federal dollars for each
fiscal year. The section requires the Sec-
retary to withhold the difference between
the total amount that should have been pro-
vided and the non-Federal funds that were
actually provided during the fiscal year from
States which fail to provide matching funds
for any fiscal year. The Secretary shall re-
apportion withheld funds among the States
satisfying the matching requirement for the
fiscal year, and the re-apportionment shall
be subject to the match requirement. An ex-
ception to the match requirement is granted
for matching funds to 1994 Institutions. (Sec-
tion 202)

The Senate bill has no comparable provi-
sion.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 203)
(51) PLANS OF WORK TO ADDRESS CRITICAL RE-

SEARCH AND EXTENSION ISSUES AND USE OF
PROTOCOLS TO MEASURE SUCCESS OF PLANS

The House amendment amends section 4 of
the Smith-Lever Act. Beginning October 1,
1998, as a condition of receipt for Federal for-
mula funds for extension, this section re-
quires that institutions develop a plan of
work that contains a description of impor-
tant State agricultural issues and activities
in which two or more State institutions co-
operate to address those issues; identifies
other colleges and universities in the State
and other States with capacity to partici-
pate with them in current and emerging ef-
forts towards improved collaborations; and
provides a summary of current programs.
The Secretary, in consultation with the Ad-
visory Board and land-grant colleges and
universities, shall develop protocols to be
used to evaluate the plans of work. To the
extent practicable, the Secretary shall con-
sider plans of work submitted under this sec-
tion to satisfy other appropriate Federal re-
porting requirements.

The House amendment amends section 7 of
the Hatch Act of 1887. Beginning October 1,
1998, as a condition of receipt for Federal for-
mula funds for extension, this section re-
quires that institutions develop a plan of
work that contain a description of important
State agricultural issues and activities in
which two or more State institutions cooper-
ate to address those issues; describes the
consultation process with users of funds;
identifies other colleges and universities in
the State and other States with capacity to
participate with them in current and emerg-
ing efforts towards improved collaborations;
and provides a summary of current pro-
grams. The Secretary, in consultation with
the Advisory Board and land-grant colleges
and universities, shall develop protocols to
be used to evaluate the plans of work. To the
extent practicable, the Secretary shall con-
sider plans of work submitted under this sec-
tion to satisfy other appropriate Federal re-
porting requirements. The Secretary may
delay the applicability of these requirements
until October 1, 1999 if the Secretary finds
that the State will be unable to meet such
requirements despite good faith efforts. (Sec-
tion 203)

The Senate bill has no comparable provi-
sion.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 202)
(52) PLANS OF WORK FOR 1890 INSTITUTIONS TO

ADDRESS CRITICAL RESEARCH AND EXTENSION
ISSUES AND USE OF PROTOCOLS TO MEASURE
SUCCESS OF PLANS

The House amendment amends section
1444(d) of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teach Policy Act of
1977. Beginning October 1, 1998, as a condi-
tion of receipt for Federal formula funds for
extension, 1890 Institutions shall develop a
plan of work that contains a description of

important State agricultural issues and ac-
tivities in which two or more State institu-
tions cooperate to address those issues; de-
scribes the consultation process with users
of funds; identifies other colleges and univer-
sities in the State and other States with ca-
pacity to participate with them in current
and emerging efforts towards improved col-
laborations; and provides a summary of cur-
rent programs. The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Advisory Board and land-grant
colleges and universities, shall develop pro-
tocols to be used to evaluate the plans of
work. To the extent practicable, the Sec-
retary shall consider plans of work submit-
ted under this section to satisfy other appro-
priate Federal reporting requirements.

This section requires that beginning Octo-
ber 1, 1998 as a condition of receipt for Fed-
eral formula funds for research, 1890 Institu-
tions shall develop a plan of work that con-
tains a description of important State agri-
cultural issues and activities in which two or
more State institutions cooperate to address
those issues; identifies other colleges and
universities in the State and other States
with capacity to participate with them in
current and emerging efforts towards im-
proved collaborations; and provides a sum-
mary of current programs. The Secretary, in
consultation with the Advisory Board and
land-grant colleges and universities, shall
develop protocols to be used to evaluate the
plans of work. The Secretary may delay the
applicability of these requirements until Oc-
tober 1, 1999, if the Secretary finds that the
eligible institution will be unable to meet
such requirements despite good faith efforts.
(Section 211)

The Senate has no comparable provision.
The conference substitute adopts the

House provision. (Section 225)
(53) FINDINGS, AUTHORITIES, AND COMPETITIVE

RESEARCH GRANTS UNDER FOREST AND
RANGELAND RENEWABLE RESOURCES RE-
SEARCH ACT OF 1978

The House Amendment amends the con-
gressional statement of findings and pur-
poses of the Forest and Rangeland Renew-
able Resources Act of 1978. The Secretary is
authorized to conduct, support, and cooper-
ate in forestry and rangeland research and
education that is of the highest priority to
the United States and users of public and
private forest lands and rangelands in the
United States. This section includes 5 prior-
ities for Federal forest and range research
and education which include: the biology of
forest and range organisms; functional char-
acteristics and cost-effective management of
forest and rangelands ecosystems; inter-
actions between humans and forests and
rangelands; wood and forage as a raw mate-
rial; and international trade, competition,
and cooperation.

Under the House amendment, the Sec-
retary shall inventory and analyze public
and private forests and their resources at
least every five years as compared with the
current eight to ten years. The Secretary
shall also prepare a State forest inventory
for each State. At least every five years, the
Secretary shall prepare a report that con-
tains a description of the State forest inven-
tories, analyzes the results of the annual na-
tionwide reports, and analyzes forest health
trends.

The House amendment modifies the com-
petitive grants authority under the Forest
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Act of
1978 to allow the Secretary to use up to 5%
of appropriated funds to make competitive
grants for forestry research and up to 5% for
rangeland research in the five priority areas.
The Secretary shall give priority to propos-
als with collaborative research, matching
funds, and in cooperation with existing re-
search efforts. (Section 251)

The Senate has no comparable provision.
The conference substitute adopts the

House provision with an amendment regard-
ing authorization from private property own-
ers for the inventory and an amendment au-
thorizing forestry research for Northeastern
states . (Section 253)

The Managers recognize that the Forest
Service already obtains verbal permission
from private landowners before visiting plots
located on private land, abides by provisions
of the Privacy Act of 1974 to safeguard the
confidentiality of data collected on private
lands, and assumes the liability for any in-
jury suffered by field crew members while on
private land. Where a landowner wishes a
written authorization, a written notice shall
be provided outlining the purpose and legal
authority for conducting the forest inven-
tory, the voluntary nature of private land-
owner participation, and a means for the
landowner to communicate in writing a de-
nial of access. Landowners participating in
the inventory program by allowing data col-
lection on their property shall be provided a
written communication of the date and time
when data were collected and a copy of the
annual compilation required by paragraph (2)
that is based, in part, on their data.

The Managers intend that the core set of
variables collected on federal lands, such as
the National Forest System should be con-
sistent across all landownerships.

The Managers intend the words ‘‘and edu-
cation’’ in the subsection related to high pri-
ority forestry research and education ex-
clude the teaching of full semester-long uni-
versity courses by Forest Service employees
as a regular part of their Federal employ-
ment.

(54) PARTNERSHIPS FOR HIGH-VALUE
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT QUALITY RESEARCH

The House amendment defines ‘‘eligible
partnership,’’ ‘‘high-value agricultural prod-
uct,’’ and ‘‘Secretary.’’ (Section 401)

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary to make competitive grants to estab-
lish partnerships to coordinate and manage
research and extension activities to enhance
the quality of high-value agricultural prod-
ucts. The primary institution involved in a
partnership shall be a land-grant college or
university acting in partnership with other
colleges or universities, nonprofit research
and development entities, and Federal lab-
oratories. Partnerships shall prioritize re-
search and extension activities to enhance
the competitiveness of agricultural products,
increase agricultural exports, and substitute
such products for imports. (Section 402)

The House amendment provides that the
partnership may address a spectrum of pro-
duction, processing, packaging, transpor-
tation, and marketing issues regarding effec-
tive and environmentally responsible pest
management alternatives and biotechnology,
genetic research, refinement of field produc-
tion practices, processing and packaging
technology, and research to facilitate diver-
sified, value-added enterprises in rural areas.
(Section 402)

The House amendment provides that
grants may be awarded for a maximum of 5
years with a possibility for renewal. The Sec-
retary shall give preference to multi-institu-
tional proposals that guarantee matching
funds in excess of the required amount. The
non-Federal sponsors of a partnership shall
contribute, at a minimum, the same amount
awarded by the Federal Government. (Sec-
tion 403)

The House amendment authorizes the nec-
essary funds to be appropriated for this sub-
title for fiscal years 1998 through 2002. (Sec-
tion 404)

The Senate bill has no comparable provi-
sion.
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The conference substitute adopts the

House provision. (Section 402)
The Managers recognize the need for addi-

tional research emphasis on high value agri-
cultural commodities such as wine, horti-
cultural and floriculture products, and other
products that depend on quality issues that
are best addressed through cooperative re-
search agreements. The Managers intend
that this initiative will emphasize a team
approach which furthers cooperation among
industry, government and academic re-
searchers.

(55) HIGH-PRIORITY RESEARCH AND EXTENSION
INITIATIVES

The House amendment amends Section
1672 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation,
and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5925) to allow
the Secretary, in consultation with the Advi-
sory Board, to make competitive grants for
high-priority research and extension grants
and provides that the Secretary shall seek
proposals for grants and perform peer-review
of the proposals from State agricultural ex-
periment stations, all colleges and univer-
sities, Federal agencies, and the private sec-
tor for high priority research and extension.
The grant may not be used for construction
of a facility.

The House amendment requires grant re-
cipients to contribute non-Federal matching
funds or in-kind support. The Secretary may
waive this matching funds requirement if the
Secretary determines that the results of the
project are likely to be applicable to agricul-
tural commodities generally or that the
project involves a minor commodity, deals
with scientifically important research, and
the recipient would be unable to satisfy the
match requirement.

The House amendment permits the Sec-
retary to give priority, after the peer-review
process for all grant proposals, to proposals
involving the cooperation of multiple insti-
tutions.

The House amendment identifies and de-
scribes the thirty-two high-priority research
and extension areas for which the Secretary
will make grants and authorizes the nec-
essary funds to be appropriated for fiscal
years 1998 through 2002.

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary to establish task forces to make rec-
ommendations in the high priority research
and extension areas. The Secretary may not
incur costs greater than $1,000 in any fiscal
year in connection with each task force.
(Section 421)

The Senate bill authorizes separate re-
search programs for fire ants, formosan ter-
mite, wheat scab, small and medium sized
dairy and livestock operations and reauthor-
izes the red meat safety research center.
(Sections 213, 233, 238, 237, and 401)

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with amendments to strike
the authorization for dairy efficiency, profit-
ability and competitiveness and instead
adopt the Senate research provision for
dairy, livestock and poultry operations; to
insert an authorization for tomato spotted
wilt virus; to insert modified Senate provi-
sions regarding Formosan termites and im-
ported fire ants; and to create a separate nu-
trient management research and extension
initiative focusing on authorization for ani-
mal waste and odor, water quality and eco-
systems, rural/urban interfaces, animal feed,
and alternative uses of animal waste. (Sec-
tions 242 and 243)

The Managers recognize the growing
threat of the Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus
(TSWV), to several integral crops in the
Southeast such as peanuts, tobacco, and to-
matoes. Spotted wilt epidemics in the South-
east involve two thrips species, western flow-
er thrips (Frankliniella occidentalis) and to-

bacco thrips (F. Fusca) in which the virus
multiplies and thus can be transmitted for
the life of the thrips. The TSWV and related
viruses cause approximately $1 billion a year
in damages. The TSWV has an extremely
wide host range that includes many impor-
tant cultivated crops as well as weeds. Two
of the species of thrips that transmit TSWV
are endemic in the Southeast. The wide host
range of the virus and its thrips vectors
make spotted wilt control extremely dif-
ficult. Progress in better managing spotted
wilt has been limited by an inadequate un-
derstanding of the disease. The Managers en-
courage the Secretary to give priority fund-
ing to those areas with the highest historical
rates of infestation.

The Managers strongly believe that food
safety research should be a priority at the
Department of Agriculture and our nation’s
colleges and universities. We applaud the ef-
forts of institutions whose work on E. coli
0157:H7, Cyclospora, and other foodborne
pathogens has helped us gain a better under-
standing of these new and emerging threats.
The Managers consider this matter of ex-
treme importance and encourage the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, in cooperation with
other agencies and institutions, to utilize
funds for research partnerships.

The Managers encourage the Secretary to
direct research toward practices that pre-
serve the nutrient value of manure and its
use as a crop nutrient source. This would in-
clude methods to alter the storage and use of
manure from different production systems
but would also include the assessment of the
nutrient value of manure once applied to the
soil. Research should especially focus on
gaining understanding of the process of odor
formation, transport across landscapes, and
effective techniques for odor reduction.

The Managers recognize that animal waste
management involves the investigation of
the nutrient properties of manure that can
be used in crop and pasture production sys-
tems, including composting to enhance ma-
nure characteristics. Furthermore, it is clear
that efforts need to be directed toward meth-
ods to assess manure quality, processing to
improve nutrient value and methods of re-
ducing water content to improve transport
characteristics. As this research continues
to progress, the Managers further encourage
the integration of research concepts into
demonstration trials in order to transfer this
information to producers.

The Managers intend that the Department
make every effort to implement the new sec-
tion dealing with swine nutrient manage-
ment and odor control research and exten-
sion with minimal disruption. The Managers
are aware that laboratories are currently
doing swine odor research. To the maximum
extent possible, the Department should inte-
grate this new section with ongoing microbi-
ology and water quality research, emphasiz-
ing environmentally sound animal produc-
tion methods.

(56) ORGANIC AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND
EXTENSION INITIATIVE

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Advisory
Board, to make competitive specialized re-
search and extension grants for organic ac-
tivities. The recipient must provide match-
ing, non-Federal funds; however, the Sec-
retary may waive the match if the results of
the project, while of particular benefit to one
commodity, are likely to be applicable to ag-
riculture generally or the project involves a
minor commodity, deals with scientifically
important research, and the recipient would
be unable to satisfy the matching funds re-
quirement. (Section 422)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with an amendment to di-
rect that fees collected under the Organic
Foods Production Act be provided to USDA
to cover the cost of the program. (Sections
244 and 601)

(57) THOMAS JEFFERSON INITIATIVE FOR CROP
DIVERSIFICATION

Section 427 establishes the Thomas Jeffer-
son Initiative in order to conduct research
and development, in cooperation with other
public and private entities, on the produc-
tion and marketing of new and nontradi-
tional crops. The Secretary shall coordinate
the initiative through a nonprofit center
that will coordinate research and education
programs in cooperation with other public
and private entities. The Secretary shall
support development of multi-State regional
efforts in crop diversification, and 50% of
available funding shall be used for regional
efforts centered at land-grant institutions.
The Secretary may award the remaining
funds to colleges or universities, nonprofit
organizations, or public agencies in 5 year,
competitive grants. Recipients must contrib-
ute matching non-Federal funds. (Section
427)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 405)

(58) INTEGRATED RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND
EXTENSION COMPETITIVE GRANTS PROGRAM

The House amendment authorizes the Sec-
retary to award competitive grants to col-
leges and universities for integrated re-
search, education, and extension projects
that address priorities of U.S. agriculture.
The Secretary shall require matching funds
or in-kind support if the grant will benefit a
particular commodity; however, the Sec-
retary may waive the requirement if the re-
sults are likely to benefit agriculture gen-
erally or the project involves a minor com-
modity, deals with scientifically important
research, and the recipient would be unable
to meet the match requirement. (Section 428)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 406)

(59) RESEARCH GRANTS UNDER EQUITY IN
EDUCATION LAND-GRANT STATES ACT OF 1994

The House amendment amends the Equity
in Education Land-Grant States Act to au-
thorize the Secretary to make competitive
grants to 1994 Institutions to conduct agri-
cultural research that addresses high prior-
ity concerns of tribal, national, and multi-
State significance. Research will be con-
ducted under a cooperative agreement with
land-grant colleges and universities. (Sec-
tion 429)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 251)
(60) ROLE OF SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE RE-

GARDING FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND EXTENSION

The House amendment designates the Sec-
retary of Agriculture as the principal official
in the Executive branch responsible for co-
ordinating all Federal research and exten-
sion activities related to food and agricul-
tural sciences. (Section 501)

The Senate bill has no comparable provi-
sion.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 613)

(61) OFFICE OF PEST MANAGEMENT POLICY

The House amendment requires the Sec-
retary to establish an Office of Pest Manage-
ment Policy. This Office of Pest Manage-
ment Policy shall, in addition to its assigned
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responsibilities within the Department of
Agriculture, shall provide leadership in co-
ordinating interagency activities with the
EPA, FDA, and other Federal and State
agencies and coordinate agricultural policies
within the Department related to pesticides.
This section requires the Office of Pest Man-
agement Policy to consult with and provide
services to producer groups and interested
parties. (Section 502)

The Senate bill has no comparable provi-
sion.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 614)

The Managers believe that the creation of
an Office of Pest Management Policy is nec-
essary to focus and coordinate the many pest
management and pesticide-related activities
carried out within the Department. The
Managers feel strongly that this is a nec-
essary step if the Department is to be effec-
tive in carrying out its statutory respon-
sibilities with respect to pesticide issues and
pest management research. For example, the
National Cancer Institute (NCI), in conjunc-
tion with the National Institute of Environ-
mental and Health Sciences and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA), are con-
ducting a series of epidemiological studies,
collectively called the ‘‘Agricultural Health
Study.’’ The studies are designed to evaluate
the health of farmers and will focus pri-
marily on pesticide exposures. The managers
believe that the studies should be carried out
and the results reported according to the
highest standards of epidemiological science.
The Managers expect the Office of Pest Man-
agement Policy to closely monitor this
project and provide input and advice when-
ever appropriate.

The Managers also expect the Office of
Pest Management Policy to coordinate with
the EPA to ensure effective implementation
of the Food Quality Protection Act of 1996
(FQPA). The Managers recommend the Di-
rector of the office work with EPA, produc-
ers, and other appropriate groups to develop
effective, efficient mechanisms for gathering
data necessary for making regulatory deci-
sions under FQPA. The Managers expect the
Director and the Administrators of the rel-
evant Departmental agencies to work with
producers in reorienting research priorities
in pest management to facilitate develop-
ment, evaluation and delivery of alternative
pest management tools.

The Managers expect the office to be cre-
ated within and staffed by an official within
the Office of the Secretary. The managers in-
tend for the Director of the office to report
directly to the Secretary or the Deputy Sec-
retary of Agriculture.

(62) FOOD SAFETY RESEARCH INFORMATION
OFFICE AND NATIONAL CONFERENCE

The House amendment directs the Sec-
retary to establish a Food and Safety Re-
search Information Office at the National
Agricultural Library to provide information
on food safety research initiatives to the re-
search community and the general public
and further directs the Secretary to sponsor
a National Conference on Food Safety Re-
search within 120 days after the enactment
of this Act as well as annual workshops in
each of the subsequent four years after the
conference.

The House amendment provides that the
National Academy of Sciences’ study include
recommendations to ensure that the food
safety inspection system, within the re-
sources traditionally available to existing
food safety agencies, protects the public
health. (Section 503)

The Senate bill has no comparable provi-
sion.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with an amendment to au-

thorize continued development of food safety
handling education. (Section 615)
(63) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS RECEIVED OR COL-

LECTED ON BEHALF OF NATIONAL ARBORETUM

The House amendment provides a technical
amendment to clarify that fees collected at
the National Arboretum under the Act of
March 4, 1927 are available for use by the
Secretary without further appropriation.
(Section 505)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 601)
(64) RETENTION AND USE OF AGRICULTURAL RE-

SEARCH SERVICE PATENT CULTURE COLLEC-
TION FEES

The House amendment provides that fees
collected by ARS from the Patent Culture
Collection shall be retained by ARS for
maintenance and operation of the Patent
Culture Collection. (Section 506)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 601)
(65) REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES INCURRED

UNDER SHEEP PROMOTION, RESEARCH, AND IN-
FORMATION ACT OF 1994

The House amendment provides that the
Agricultural Marketing Service may use its
funds to reimburse the American Sheep In-
dustry Association for expenses incurred by
the Association in preparation for the imple-
mentation of a sheep and wool promotion,
research, education, and information order.
(Section 507)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 617)
(66) DESIGNATION OF KIKA DE LA GARZA SUB-

TROPICAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTER,
WESLACO, TEXAS

The House amendment designates the Sub-
tropical Agricultural Research Center in
Weslaco, Texas, as the Kika de la Garza Sub-
tropical Agricultural Research Center. (Sec-
tion 508)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 619)
(67) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING AGRICUL-

TURAL RESEARCH SERVICE EMPHASIS ON
FIELD RESEARCH REGARDING METHYL BRO-
MIDE ALTERNATIVES

The House amendment provides that it is
the sense of Congress that the Secretary of
Agriculture should use a substantial portion
of the ARS funds appropriated for the devel-
opment of agricultural alternatives to meth-
yl bromide for research to be conducted in
real field conditions such as pre-planting and
post-harvest conditions. (Section 509)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 641)
(68) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING IMPOR-

TANCE OF SCHOOL-BASED AGRICULTURAL EDU-
CATION

The House amendment contains Sense of
Congress that the Secretary of Agriculture
and the Secretary of Education cooperate in
providing support for school-based agricul-
tural education. (Section 510)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision. (Section 642)
(69) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING DESIGNA-

TION OF DEPARTMENT CRISIS MANAGEMENT
TEAM

Based on congressional findings, it is the
sense of Congress that the Secretary should

designated a Crisis Management Team, com-
posed of senior departmental personnel in
relevant areas, to develop and implement a
department-wide crisis management plan.
(Section 511)

The Senate bill does not contain a com-
parable provision.

The conference substitute adopts the
House provision with an amendment to
strike the findings and require the Secretary
to develop a crisis management strategy and
to designate a crisis management team.
(Section 618)

COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, March 20, 1998.

Hon. ROBERT F. SMITH,
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, Long-

worth HOB, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Although S. 1150 con-

tains substantial amendments to the Na-
tional Aquaculture Act of 1980, an act within
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Re-
sources, I was disappointed that the Commit-
tee on Resources was not named a conferee
on the bill.

However, I understand that there is some
interest in including a simple authorization
of the National Aquaculture Act in the con-
ference report on S. 1150. As funding author-
ization for the National Aquaculture Act has
expired and no reauthorization vehicle has
been introduced this Congress, in the inter-
ests of efficiency, I would have no objection
to including a level reauthorization of appro-
priations for the Department of Interior,
Commerce and Agriculture through 2003 in
the conference report. Reauthorization of
the National Aquaculture Act has been in-
cluded in other bills reported from the Com-
mittee on Agriculture in the past, but the
Committee on Merchant Marine (the prede-
cessor to the Committee on Resources in this
jurisdictional area) had always been named a
conferee on those provisions. In addition, S.
1150 itself was never referred to a committee
in the House of Representatives. Therefore, I
make this request with the understanding
that the inclusion of funding for these agen-
cies in a bill authorizing agricultural re-
search, a matter within the jurisdiction of
the Agriculture Committee, does not dimin-
ish or otherwise affect the long-standing ju-
risdiction of the Committee on Resources
over the National Aquaculture Act.

I appreciate you keeping me informed on
the progress of the conference on this bill
and I thank you for your continued recogni-
tion of the role of the Committee on Re-
sources in aquaculture.

Sincerely,
DON YOUNG,

Chairman.

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, March 24, 1998.

Hon. DON YOUNG,
Chairman, Committee on Resources, Longworth

HOB, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your

letter of March 20, 1998 agreeing to include in
the conference report on S. 1150 a simple re-
authorization of appropriations for that por-
tion of the National Aquaculture Act under
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Re-
sources.

As you noted, funding authorization for
the Act has expired and no bill addressing
this matter has been introduced in the
House. I appreciate your willingness to expe-
dite the reauthorizing process by using S.
1150 as the vehicle. You duly noted in your
letter that had S. 1150 been referred to com-
mittee, you would have requested referral to
the Committee on Resources and that you
had requested conferees from that commit-
tee after that bill passed the House. I can as-
sure you that inclusion of this provision in
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S. 1150, a bill authorizing agricultural re-
search, a matter within the jurisdiction of
the Committee on Agriculture, should not be
construed to diminish or otherwise affect the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Resources
over subject matter contained in the Na-
tional Aquaculture Act.

I look forward to working with you and the
Committee on Resources, of which I am a
member, on aquaculture and other issues of
shared jurisdiction.

Sincerely,
ROBERT F. (BOB) SMITH,

Chairman.

ROBERT SMITH,
LARRY COMBEST,
BILL BARRETT,
CHARLES W. STENHOLM,
CALVIN DOOLEY,

Managers on the Part of the House.

RICHARD G. LUGAR,
THAD COCHRAN,
PAUL D. COVERDELL,
TOM HARKIN,
PATRICK LEAHY,

Managers on the Part of the Senate.

f

b 1800

APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL
CONFEREES ON H.R. 2400, BUILD-
ING EFFICIENT SURFACE TRANS-
PORTATION AND EQUITY ACT OF
1998

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Without objection, the Chair
appoints the following additional con-
ferees on H.R. 2400:

As additional conferees from the
Committee on Commerce, for consider-
ation of provisions in the House bill
and Senate amendment relating to the
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
Improvement Program; and sections
124, 125, 303, and 502 of the House bill;
and sections 1407, 1601, 1602, 2103, 3106,
3301–3302, 4101–4104, and 5004 of the Sen-
ate amendment and modifications com-
mitted to conference:

Messrs. BLILEY, BILIRAKIS, and DIN-
GELL.

Provided that Mr. TAUZIN is ap-
pointed in lieu of Mr. BILIRAKIS for
consideration of sections 1407, 2103, and
3106 of the Senate amendment.

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair will appoint further additional
conferees from other committees at a
subsequent time.

The Clerk will notify the Senate of
the change in conferees.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

TRIBUTE TO VICTIMS OF
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as my colleagues and I do every

time at this time of year, I should say,
in what has become one of the proudest
traditions in this House and that is to
remember and pay tribute to the vic-
tims of one of history’s worst crimes
against humanity, the Armenian geno-
cide of 1915 through 1923.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I know
there are a number of Members who
would like to participate in the special
orders tonight on this subject, and I
would ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks on the
topic of my special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.
Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, when

we talk about the Armenian genocide,
we are describing one of the most hor-
rible events of the 20th century and in
all of human history. Yet many, per-
haps most, Americans and most people
around the world are barely aware of
this extremely significant historical
event. There are those who even try to
deny that the genocide ever happened.
But it did happen.

The Armenian genocide was the sys-
tematic extermination of 11⁄2 million
Armenian men, women, and children
during the final years of the Ottoman-
Turkish empire. This was the first
genocide of the 20th century, a precur-
sor to the Nazi Holocaust and other
cases of ethic cleansing and mass ex-
terminations which are still all too
common around the world.

Friday, April 24, marks the 83rd anni-
versary of the unleashing of the Arme-
nian genocide. This evening, here in
the Capitol building, the Armenian Na-
tional Committee of America is spon-
soring a ceremony and reception of re-
membrance for the genocide; and the
ANC and the Armenian Assembly have
both been at the forefront for calling
for recognition of the genocide, not
just for the people of Armenian descent
who have heard the history from their
parents or grandparents but for all of
us as an active education and witness
about the evils of genocide and the
danger of forgetting.

Yet, Mr. Speaker, I regret to say that
the United States still does not offi-
cially recognize the Armenian geno-
cide. Bowing to strong pressure from
Turkey, the U.S. State Department has
for more than 15 years shied away from
referring to the tragic events of 1915 to
1923 by the word ‘‘genocide.’’

President Clinton and his recent
predecessors have annually issued proc-
lamations on the anniversary of the
genocide expressing sorrow for the
massacres and solidarity with the vic-
tims but always stopping short of using
the word ‘‘genocide,’’ thus minimizing
and not accurately conveying what
really happened beginning 83 years ago.

Mr. Speaker, the United States
should go on record clearly and unam-
biguously recognizing the Armenian
genocide and setting aside April 24 as a

day of remembrance. To that end, I
urge renewed efforts to, on the part of
Congress, to pass a resolution that puts
the United States firmly on record on
the side of truth. We will also keep up
the pressure on the President to call
the genocide by its proper name.

And what is almost as appalling as
the act of genocide itself is the fact
that the Republic of Turkey simply
goes on denying that the genocide ever
took place. Indeed, Turkey has mount-
ed an aggressive effort to try to
present an alternative and false version
of history, using its extensive financial
and lobbying resources in this country.

The Turkish Government has em-
barked on a strategy of endowing
Turkish study programs at various uni-
versities around the United States.
And while Turkish and Ottoman stud-
ies are cleared worthy of academic in-
terest, the Turkish Government is at-
taching conditions to these funds that
make it clear that the program will be
carried out under the watchful eyes of
the Turkish Government and other
pro-Turkish elements. One of the major
goals of this propaganda effort is to
minimize, distort, and outright deny
the facts of the Armenian genocide.

Mr. Speaker, adding insult to injury,
the Republic of Azerbaijan has mount-
ed an effort to try to accuse Armenians
of committing genocide against the
people of Azerbaijan, in many cases di-
rectly mimicking Armenian state-
ments and simply turning them around
against the Armenians.

Recently, the Assembly of Turkish-
American Associations circulated a
booklet to congressional offices deny-
ing the Armenian genocide and fab-
ricating a wide range of half-truths,
slanders, and lies against the Armenian
people. But these denials fly in the face
of the preponderance of evidence.

The U.S. National Archives holds the
most comprehensive documentation in
the world on this historical tragedy.
Formal protests were made at the time
by the U.S. Ambassador, and Congress
approved of allowing a private relief
agency to raise funds in the United
States. American consular officials and
private aide workers secretly housed
Armenians at great personal risks to
themselves and in direct defiance of
Turkish orders not to help the Arme-
nians.

Mr. Speaker, I know many of my
other colleagues would like to address
this subject tonight, and I would like
to say that the Armenian genocide is a
very painful subject to discuss, yet we
must never forget what happened and
never cease speaking out. We must
overcome the denials and indifference
and keep alive the memory and the
truth of what happened.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield, I want to thank the
gentleman for his remarks and associ-
ate myself with them.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join with my colleagues in re-
membering the Armenian people who
lost their lives in one of history’s
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