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small businesses. Those small busi-
nesses wanted access to credit union
services, even though many did not
meet the 500 employee threshold for a
charter.

Thus, multiple group charters be-
came a means of ensuring that those
small businesses, as well as low-income
consumers lacking access to more tra-
ditional financial services, were able to
access the services of credit unions. I
believe that these groups should to
continue to have access to credit union
services, whether through individual or
multiple group charters.∑
f

TRANSFORMATION IN THE
HEALTHCARE MARKET

∑ Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President,
Medical schools and teaching hospitals,
the training ground for our nations’
healthcare personnel and the centers
for world class cutting-edge medical in-
novation, are facing significant chal-
lenges as new efforts of cost contain-
ment force radical transformation in
the healthcare market. There has been
a steady decrease in the pharma-
ceutical R&D performed at medical
schools and teaching hospitals. A study
by three pharmaceuticals companies
revealed that while pharmaceutical
R&D is larger dollarwise than NIH, the
university-based portion of clinical
trials fell from 82% in 1989 to 68% in
1993.

Given this fact, I am pleased to be an
original co-sponsor of The Medical In-
novation Tax Credit introduced by Sen-
ator D’AMATO. This bill would give a
tax credit of up to 20% on qualified re-
search expenses to firms that conduct
and expand their biopharmaceutical re-
search activities at medical schools
and teaching hospitals.

In my home state of Texas, medical
technology is poised to become a high-
tech boom industry. Texas is currently
home to more than 500 medical tech-
nology companies with $5 billion in an-
nual sales, according to a new report
released by the Austin-based Texas
Healthcare and Bioscience Institute.
Medical technology companies cur-
rently employ about 38,000 people,
making it a medium-sized manufactur-
ing industry comparable to the state’s
paper, lumber and aircraft industries.

Texas’ growing presence in medical
technology is firmly rooted in the
state’s universities and health-related
research institutes. Academic health
centers such as The University of
Texas Southwestern Medical Center at
Dallas, Baylor College of Medicine and
MD Anderson Cancer Center in Hous-
ton, and the University of North Texas
Health Science Center in Fort Worth
position Texas as a world leader in bio-
medical research.

By stimulating more private-sector
research at these institutions, the Med-
ical Innovation tax Credit will help en-
sure America’s continued preeminence
in bio pharmaceutical research; pro-
vide needed resources for medical
schools and teaching hospitals; and en-

courage more clinical trials to be con-
ducted in the United States.

Mr. President, I look forward to
working with Senator D’AMATO and
members of the Finance Committee to
create an environment that will enable
medical technology to grow and create
jobs.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT JOHN
BADEEN

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a fine young man, John
Badeen, for reaching the esteemed rank
of Eagle Scout. Earning this coveted
award is testament to the fact that he
possesses a strong character and excep-
tional citizenship. Having reached
Scouting’s highest rank, John un-
doubtedly possesses the solid skills and
values necessary to be a valuable asset
to his community and to the nation.

John, as well as his family and
friends should be very proud of his ac-
complishment. Scouting is a wonderful
asset to our country that aids in shap-
ing our young people into fine citizens.
Boy Scouts in this country have grown
to become prominent and respectable
citizens within their communities.

I want to extend my warmest con-
gratulations to John. I am confident
that he will continue working for the
good of his community and serving as
an example to all young people. I wish
him the best in all of his future endeav-
ors. I would also like to add that it
gives me great pleasure to give this
award in the company of my good
friends, Father George Shalhoub and
Father John Badeen. ∑
f

TRIBUTE TO MR. EDWARD J.
PISZEK

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize a constituent
who has distinguished himself at home
and abroad. This week, Edward J.
Piszek will be honored in Philadelphia
for receiving one of the Republic of Po-
land’s highest civilian honors.

On March 16, 1998, President
Aleksander Kwasniewski bestowed the
‘‘Polonia Restituta,’’ or the ‘‘Com-
mander’s Cross with a White Star’’
upon Mr. Piszek. This medal is pre-
sented for extraordinary service to the
nation of Poland. Recipients of the
Polonia Restituta are celebrated for
their achievements in government and
public activities, for contributions to
promote Poland’s independence, or for
advancing Polish culture in the areas
of education, literature and the arts.

The son of Polish immigrants, Ed ex-
emplified his parents’ strong work
ethic. It was a lesson well learned. In
1946, with $350 and the help of a close
friend, Ed founded Mrs. Paul’s Kitch-
ens, Inc. Under his direction, the com-
pany became one of America’s largest
producers of prepared frozen seafood
and vegetables.

Ed began his philanthropic work in
Poland during the 1960s. After witness-
ing the tremendous suffering caused by

the high incidence of tuberculosis, he
donated an ambulance to the hospital
in Tarnow in memory of his parents.
Later, he would provide 11 mobile x-ray
units and 42 support vehicles to trans-
port technicians.

Mr. Piszek’s commitment to the Pol-
ish people did not end with those ini-
tial acts of kindness. When the country
suffered from food shortages in the
early 1980s, he donated 10 million
pounds of fishcakes. After the nuclear
disaster in Chernobyl, Ed participated
in an airlift of powdered milk and food
to those who were affected in Poland.
Mr. Piszek has also worked to help the
Polish people elevate their culture. He
and author James A. Michener estab-
lished a Young Polish Writer’s work-
shop. Similarly, Ed supported the
‘‘United States Peace Corps Partners
in Teaching English’’ which has al-
ready trained 25,000 new English teach-
ers in Poland.

On the home front, Ed has worked to
elevate the image of Polish Americans.
He purchased the home of General
Thaddeus Kosciuszko—a Polish engi-
neer who came to fight in the Amer-
ican Revolution and then later de-
signed West Point—and donated the
property to the National Park Service.
In 1972, he founded the Copernicus So-
ciety of America. This private non-
profit foundation strives to promote
and encourage artistic, scientific, and
historical activities throughout the
world.

In countless many ways, Ed Piszek
has helped build a cultural bridge be-
tween the U.S. and Poland. For in-
stance, he hosted a visit from Lech
Walesa at the Copernicus Society’s
headquarters in Fort Washington, PA.
He was instrumental in making ar-
rangements for ABC News to go ‘‘be-
hind the walls’’ of the Vatican and film
John Paul II in his work day and pri-
vate moments. The end result was The
Pope and His Vatican, an ABC News
Special which aired Easter Night, 1983.
Another of Ed’s noteworthy achieve-
ments was coordinating with the Co-
pernicus Society and Penn State Uni-
versity to hold Agricultural Economic
Development Summits in the Pzeszow
Province of Poland. These one-week
seminars allow agricultural experts
from Poland and Penn State to share
their knowledge and their expertise
with neighboring countries. Finally,
Mr. Piszek is working to promote the
national pastime in Poland. A board
member of the Little League Baseball
Foundation in Williamsport, PA, Ed is
deeply involved in developing the Lit-
tle League Baseball European Training
Center in Kutno, Poland. He hopes that
baseball will teach children of all na-
tions the concepts of teamwork, leader-
ship, and character. All things consid-
ered, Edward Piszek was an obvious
choice to accompany President Clinton
to Warsaw in support of NATO mem-
bership for Poland.

Mr. President, one man can truly
make a difference. Mr. Piszek’s work
has touched thousands of lives. As he is
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honored at the Kosciuszko House on
April 2, I ask my colleagues to join me
in extending the Senate’s best wishes
for continued success to Edward J.
Piszek and his family. ∑
f

THE MINNESOTA TORNADOS
∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak for a few minutes about
the violent storms of this past weekend
in south-central Minnesota and to ex-
press my concern for the many, many
victims of this tragedy. Tornados and
severe thunderstorms ripped through
Minnesota Sunday evening, tearing
through St. Peter, Hanska, and
Lonsdale and forcing the evacuation of
the small town of Comfrey.

In the wake of the devastation, my
thoughts and prayers go out to the peo-
ple of south-central Minnesota. I would
especially like to express my condo-
lences to the families of Dustin Schnei-
der, the young boy whose life was
taken by the storm near St. Peter, and
Louis Mosenden of Hanska, who died
Monday as a result of injuries he suf-
fered when a tornado hit his home. Our
thoughts and prayers are with their
loves ones.

Mr. President, along a 60-mile path,
hundreds of houses, factories, barns,
silos, churches, and schools have been
reduced to rubble. Most of the build-
ings in St. Peter were either destroyed
or severely damaged. The smaller com-
munity of Comfrey was almost com-
pletely destroyed. Power is still out in
both towns.

In all, more than 700 houses and
apartments were destroyed or damaged
to the point that they are now un-
inhabitable. Another 1,800 have sus-
tained severe damage. Thousands of
residents have been forced to go seek
public shelters or the homes of friends
or relatives. More than 100 businesses
have been damaged in the area.

Even with the massive damage, the
initial response to this disaster by the
State of Minnesota, the Minnesota Na-
tional Guard, Minnesota relief agen-
cies, and local law enforcement has
been swift and efficient. Because of
this quick response, and the coopera-
tion we are seeing between state, local,
and federal officials, I am confident
south-central Minnesota will recover
from this natural disaster. I intend to
survey the area this weekend, after
state and local officials have completed
their damage assessments. My staff is
already on the scene, and is meeting
today with representatives of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
in St. Peter as they inspect the dam-
age.

Since first receiving word of the
storms, I have been working closely
with state and local officials to bring
federal assistance to the region and
begin the recovery efforts. I want to as-
sure my constituents that the federal
government will do whatever is needed
to help the people of our state cope
with the devastation. Minnesota Gov-
ernor Arne Carlson today forwarded to
President Clinton his formal request
for a disaster declaration, and I have

written to the President as well to reit-
erate the urgency of Governor
Carlson’s request.

Mr. President, the people of Min-
nesota have faced disaster before. It
was almost one year ago when the ter-
rible spring floods swept through west-
ern Minnesota and devastated so many
lives. We learned a lot about each other
during the difficult months that fol-
lowed, when it seemed the clean-up
would never end and life would never
be the same again. We were reminded
what it means to be a community, and
how communities come together dur-
ing troubled times.

With that experience fresh in mind, I
know that Minnesotans will once step
forward and help one another rebuild
from this weekend’s tornados. And I
want the victims of this latest disaster
to know that they will not be forgot-
ten. ∑
f

TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY HIGDON—41
YEARS OF GOVERNMENT SERVICE

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize the extraor-
dinary career of Mr. Anthony Higdon,
who retired last month after 41 years of
service to his country and the people of
the Commonwealth of Kentucky as a
member of the U.S. Air Force and as an
employee of the Social Security Ad-
ministration .

After four years in the Air Force, Mr.
Higdon spent the last 37 years working
for the Social Security Administration,
serving the needs of Kentucky’s senior
citizens. His career included 20 years as
manager of the 3 Social Security of-
fices in Louisville. Before that, he
served in other capacities in the Louis-
ville offices, as well as at the Social
Security branches in Elizabethtown,
Hazard and Hopkinsville, Kentucky.

One of Mr. Higdon’s most important
legacy will be his tireless work with
national and community leaders in
Kentucky to impress upon them an un-
derstanding of the dramatic impor-
tance of Social Security programs to
all people throughout their lives.

Mr. President, Anthony Higdon will
be sorely missed by all his friends and
colleagues at the Social Security Ad-
ministration offices across the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. As he retires
to the community which he has spent
most of his life serving, we wish him
best of luck and thank him for his serv-
ice.∑
f

BRIDGEPORT CHARTER TOWNSHIP
SESQUICENTENNIAL

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a place of great signifi-
cance in the history of the state of
Michigan. Bridgeport Charter Town-
ship, located in the heart of Michigan,
will celebrate its Sesquicentennial on
April 4, 1998. It was founded April 4,
1848, making it the oldest charter
township in Michigan.

Bridgeport Charter Township will
begin the celebration of its 150th year
on April 4, 1998 with a town hall meet-
ing. The celebration will continue

throughout the year with a series of
events. They are currently trying to lo-
cate ancestors of the original township
board to take part in the celebration.

I want to congratulate Bridgeport
Charter Township on its Sesquicenten-
nial and extend my best wishes for a
successful and enjoyable celebration.∑

f

THE 116TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the Knights of Colum-
bus and join them in the celebration of
116 years of carrying out their mission
of ‘‘Unity, Service, and Patriotism.’’ In
the fall of 1881, a group of men, under
the direction of Father Michael J.
McGivney, met at St. Mary’s Church in
New Haven, Connecticut, for the pur-
pose of establishing a fraternal benefit
society within the Catholic Church.
That small meeting was the genesis for
a movement which now claims nearly
1.6 million members (4.5 million includ-
ing family members) in countries
throughout the Western Hemisphere
and the Pacific.

After being granted legal corporation
on March 29, 1882, the Knights of Co-
lumbus began spreading their message
of pride in faith and nation. Indeed, the
very name Knights of Columbus was
chosen to reflect this premise, as it sig-
nifies the importance of Christopher
Columbus’ discovery of America to the
Catholic Church.

In times of national crisis, the
Knights of Columbus have consistently
heeded the call for service and sac-
rifice. This was perhaps best exempli-
fied during two of the most pivotal
events in our Nation’s history which
occurred this century: World War I and
World War II. During these trying
times, the Knights of Columbus offered
an array of support programs for the
men and women of our armed forces,
including bond drives and blood donor
programs.

In addition, at the conclusion of
World War II and the onset of the Cold
War, the Knights of Columbus aided in
the crusade against Communist expan-
sion by sponsoring 1,300 educational
discussion groups, as well as speakers’
bureaus, advertisements and radio ad-
dresses. The Knights of Columbus’ ef-
forts during the Cold War were ac-
knowledged by President Harry S. Tru-
man.

While those accomplishments are in-
deed admirable, equally impressive are
the often unsung works undertaken by
individual Knights of Columbus Coun-
cils each day. In 1996, Knights of Co-
lumbus members reported 48,966,132
hours of volunteer service and donated
$105,976,102 to charity.

Currently, 229 Knights of Columbus
Councils serve parishes and commu-
nities throughout my home state of
Minnesota. The services undertaken by
each Council cover many areas and aid
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