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Five years ago, April 28, 1993, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,238,574,000,000
(Four trillion, two hundred thirty-
eight billion, five hundred seventy-four
million).

Ten years ago, April 28, 1988, the fed-
eral debt stood at $2,499,676,000,000 (Two
trillion, four hundred ninety-nine bil-
lion, six hundred seventy-six million).

Fifteen years ago, April 28, 1983, the
federal debt stood at $1,246,126,000,000
(One trillion, two hundred forty-six bil-
lion, one hundred twenty-six million)
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $4 trillion—$4,266,667,625,127.26
(Four trillion, two hundred sixty-six
billion, six hundred sixty-seven mil-
lion, six hundred twenty-five thousand,
one hundred twenty-seven dollars and
twenty-six cents) during the past 15
years.

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill and joint resolution, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 2807. An act to amend the Rhinoceros
and Tiger Conservation Act of 1994 to pro-
hibit the sale, importation, and exportation
of products labeled as containing substances
derived from rhinoceros or tiger.

H.J. Res. 102. Joint resolution expressing
the sense of the Congress on the occasion of
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
modern State of Israel and reaffirming the
bonds of friendship and cooperation between
the United States and Israel.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the following concur-
rent resolutions, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 215. Concurrent resolution
congratulating the people of the Co-opera-
tive Republic of Guyana for holding
multiparty elections.

H. Con. Res. 218. Concurrent resolution
concerning the urgent need to establish a
cease fire in Afghanistan and begin the tran-
sition toward a broad-based multiethnic gov-
ernment that observes international norms
of behavior.

H. Con. Res. 222. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress, congratu-
lating the former International Support and
Verification Commission of the Organization
of American States (OAS-CIAV) for success-
fully aiding in the transition of Nicaragua
from war-ridden state into a newly formed
democracy and providing continued support
through the recently created Technical Co-
operation Mission (OAS-TCM) which respon-
sible for helping to stabilize Nicaraguan de-
mocracy by supplementing institution build-
ing.

The message further announced that
the House had agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, without amend-
ment:

S. Con. Res. 37. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the Lit-
tle League Baseball Incorporated was estab-
lished to support and develop Little League
baseball worldwide and that its international
character and activities should be recog-
nized.
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MEASURES REFERRED

The following concurrent resolutions
were read and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 215. Concurrent resolution
congratulating the people of the Co-opera-
tive Republic of Guyana for holding
multiparty elections; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

H. Con. Res. 218. Concurrent resolution
concerning the urgent need to establish a
cease fire in Afghanistan and begin the tran-
sition toward a broad-based multiethnic gov-
ernment that observes international norms
of behavior; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

H. Con. Res. 222. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress, congratu-
lating the former International Support and
Verification Commission of the Organization
of American States (OAS-CIAV) for success-
fully aiding in the transition of Nicaragua
from war-ridden state into a newly formed
democracy and providing continued support
through the recently created Technical Co-
operation Mission (OAS-TCM) which respon-
sible for helping to stabilize Nicaraguan de-
mocracy by supplementing institution build-
ing; to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 633. A bill to amend the Petroglyph Na-
tional Monument Establishment Act of 1990
to adjust the boundary of the monument,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 105-176).

S. 1069. A bill entitled the ‘‘National Dis-
covery Trails Act of 1997.” (Rept. No. 105-
177).

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with
amendments:

S. 1132. A bill to modify the boundaries of
the Bandelier National Monument to include
the lands within the headwaters of the Upper
Alamo Watershed which drain into the
Monument and which are not currently with-
in the jurisdiction of a federal land manage-
ment agency, to authorize purchase or dona-
tion of those lands, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 105-178).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
committees were submitted:

By Mr. D’PAMATO, from the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:

Donna Tanoue, of Hawaii, to be
.Cchairperson of the Board of Directors of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
for a term of five years.

Donna Tanoue, of Hawaii, to be a Member
of the Board of Directors of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation for the remain-
der of the term expiring October 3, 2000.

(The above nominations were re-
ported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed, subject to the nomi-
nees’ commitment to respond to re-
quests to appear and testify before any
duly constituted committee of the Sen-
ate.)

———
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
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and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BENNETT:

S. 2000. A bill to ensure that businesses, fi-
nancial markets, and the Federal Govern-
ment are taking adequate steps to resolve
the year 2000 computer problem; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. MURKOWSKI (for himself, Mr.
LoOTT, and Mr. BAUCUS):

S. 2001. A bill to amend the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act to make permanent
the demonstration program that allows for
direct billing of medicare, medicaid, and
other third party payors, and to expand the
eligibility under such program to other
tribes and tribal organizations; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. BREAUX (by request):

S. 2002. A bill to modify the marking of
certain silk products and their containers; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. REID:

S. 2003. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to allow workers who at-
tain age 65 after 1981 and before 1992 to
choose either lump sum payments over four
years totalling $5,000 or an improved benefit
computation formula under a new 10-year
rule governing the transition to the changes
in benefit computation rules enacted in the
Social Security Amendments of 1977, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. GRAMS (for himself, Mr.
COVERDELL, Mr. FRIST, Mr. MCCAIN,
Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. SMITH of Or-
egon, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr.
D’AMATO):

S. 2004. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to authorize the Secretary
of the Treasury to abate the accrual of inter-
est on income tax underpayments by tax-
payers located in Presidentially declared dis-
aster areas if the Secretary extends the time
for filing returns and payment of tax for
such taxpayers; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. McCONNELL:

S. 2005. A Dbill to amend the Federal Power
Act to ensure that certain Federal power
customers are provided protection by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. ABRAHAM (by request):

S. 2006. A bill to amend the Act estab-
lishing the Keweenaw National Historical
Park, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. COCHRAN (for himself and Mr.
HOLLINGS):

S. 2007. A bill to amend the false claims
provisions of chapter 37 of title 31, United
States Code; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. COVERDELL (for himself, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. FRIST,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. INHOFE,
and Mr. McCAIN):

S. 2008. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prohibit the use of ran-
dom audits, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LOTT (for himself, Mr.
DASCHLE, Mr. McCONNELL, Mr. LIE-
BERMAN, Mr. HELMS, Mr. BIDEN, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. ROBB, Mr. MACK, Mr.
AKAKA, Mr. D’AMATO, Mr. BAUCUS,
Mr. McCAIN, Mr. SMITH of Oregon,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. WARNER, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. BREAUX, Mr.
COVERDELL, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. CAMP-
BELL, Mr. BUMPERS, Mr. HATCH, Mr.
BURNS, Mr. BYRD, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
CLELAND, Mr. COATS, Mr. CONRAD,
Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DobDD,
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Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. DORGAN, Mr.
KyL, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mr. HAGEL, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. GLENN, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. FRIST, Mr.
HARKIN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. ABRAHAM,
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
BoOND, Mr. KERREY, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. KOHL, Mr.
ENzI, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. FAIRCLOTH,
Mr. FORD, Mr. GORTON, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. GRAMM, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.

GRAMS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. GREGG, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr.
HUTCHINSON, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
INHOFE, Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN, Mr.
KEMPTHORNE, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr.
LUGAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. MUR-

KOWSKI, Mr. REED, Mr. NICKLES, Mr.
REID, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROTH, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr.
SARBANES, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SMITH
of New Hampshire, Mr. WELLSTONE,
Mr. SPECTER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. STE-
VENS, Mr. THOMAS, and Mr. THUR-
MOND):

S.J. Res. 46. A joint resolution expressing
the sense of the Congress on the occasion of
the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
modern State of Israel and reaffirming the
bonds of friendship and cooperation between
the United States and Israel; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. MACK (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. Res. 219. A resolution to authorize print-
ing of the minutes of the Senate Republican
and Democratic Party Conferences; consid-
ered and agreed to.

By Mr. TORRICELLI (for himself and
Mr. D’ AMATO):

S. Con. Res. 92. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congrss with respect to
the collection of demographic, social, and
economic data as part of the 2000 decennial
census of population; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BENNETT:

S. 2000. A bill to ensure that busi-
nesses, financial markets, and the Fed-
eral Government are taking adequate
steps to resolve the year 2000 computer
problem; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

YEAR 2000 COMPUTER PROBLEM LEGISLATION

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 2000

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FIDUCIARIES OF EMPLOYEE BENEFIT
PLANS MUST CONSIDER YEAR 2000
COMPUTER PROBLEMS IN MAKING
INVESTMENT DECISIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 404(a) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of
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1974 (29 U.S.C. 1104(a)) is amended by adding

at the end the following new paragraph:

“@B) A fiduciary shall not be treated as
meeting the requirements of paragraph (1)(B)
unless—

‘“(A) the fiduciary determines that—

‘(i) the issuer of any security in which the
fiduciary seeks to invest the assets of the
plan has, or is taking, steps to substantially
eliminate any year 2000 computer problem
faced by the issuer, and

‘“(ii) such security is traded on a market
that is prepared to operate without any
interruption due to the year 2000 computer
problem, or

“(B) in any case where such assets are in-
vested by an insurance carrier, bank, or
similar institution, the fiduciary determines
that such institution makes the determina-
tions described in subparagraph (A) with re-
spect to the investment of such assets.”

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to invest-
ments made by a fiduciary, and contracts to
invest plan assets entered into with insur-
ance carriers, banks, and similar institu-
tions, on or after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 2. STEPS TO ENSURE THE FEDERAL GOV-
ERNMENT ADDRESSES YEAR 2000
COMPUTER PROBLEM.

(a) PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL ON YEAR 2000 CON-
VERSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall estab-
lish the President’s Council on Year 2000
Conversion (the ‘“‘Council’”’) which shall be
chaired, at the President’s discretion, by an
Assistant to the President.

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall be com-
posed of 1 representative from each of the ex-
ecutive departments and from such other
Federal agencies as the Chair shall des-
ignate.

(B) VICE CHAIR; OTHER PERSONNEL.—The
Chair shall appoint a Vice Chair and shall as-
sign other responsibilities to members of the
Council as the Chair determines necessary.

(3) FUNCTIONS.—The Chair shall—

(A) oversee the activities of executive de-
partments and other Federal agencies to as-
sure that their computer systems operate
smoothly through the year 2000,

(B) provide policy direction to, and receive
reports and data from, executive depart-
ments and other Federal agencies, as is nec-
essary to ensure progress and compliance
with Federal standards for remediation of
the year 2000 computer problem,

(C) allocate resources for correcting crit-
ical year 2000 computer problems among ex-
ecutive departments and other Federal agen-
cies in order to meet critical deadlines, and

(D) utilize any existing authorities granted
to the executive branch, or recommend to
the Congress other appropriate plans, for the
retention of critical personnel needed to ad-
dress the Federal Government’s year 2000
computer problem in a timely manner.

(4) COOPERATION.—The head of each execu-
tive department and any other Federal agen-
cy shall cooperate to the fullest extent with
the Council.

(b) REPORT.—The Director of the Office of
Management and Budget shall report quar-
terly to the Congress on the progress made
by the Federal Government—

(1) in achieving year 2000 compliance, and

(2) in obtaining and retaining the resources
and personnel necessary to achieve an or-
derly conversion to year 2000 compliance.

By Mr. MURKOWSKI (for him-
self, Mr. LoTT, and Mr. BAU-
CUS):
S. 2001. A bill to amend the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act to make
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permanent the demonstration program
that allows for direct billing of medi-
care, medicaid, and other third party
payors, and to expand the eligibility
under such program to other tribes and
tribal organizations; to the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

THE ALASKA NATIVE AND AMERICAN INDIAN

DIRECT REIMBURSEMENT ACT OF 1998

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
today I rise on behalf of myself and
Majority Leader LOTT, Senator BAU-
cus, and Senator CAMPBELL, to intro-
duce legislation which would perma-
nently authorize and expand the Medi-
care and Medicaid direct collections
demonstration program under section
405 of the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act.

This act will end much of the redtape
and bureaucracy for IHS facilities in-
volved with Medicare and Medicaid re-
imbursement, and will mean more
Medicaid and Medicare dollars to Na-
tive health facilities to use for improv-
ing health care.

Our bill will allow Native hospitals
to collect Medicare and Medicaid funds
directly from the Health Care Financ-
ing Administration instead of having
to go through the maze of regulations
mandated by HIS.

This bill is an expansion of a current
demonstration project that includes
Bristol Bay Health Corporation of
Dillingham, Alaska; the Southeast
Alaska Regional Health Corporation of
Sitka, Alaska; the Mississippi Choctaw
Health Center of Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi; and the Choctaw Tribe of Dur-
ant, Oklahoma. All of the participants
in the demonstration program—as well
as the Department of Health and
Human Service and the Indian Health
Services—report that the program is a
great success. In fact, the program has:

Dramatically increased collections
for Medicare and Medicaid services,
which in turn has provided badly-need-
ed revenues for Indian and Alaska Na-
tive health care; significantly reduced
the turn-around time between billing
and the receipt of payment for Medi-
care and Medicaid services; and in-
creased the administrative efficiency
of the participating facilities by em-
powering them to track their own
Medicare and Medicaid billings and col-
lections.

In 1996, when the demonstration pro-
gram was about to expire, Congress ex-
tended it through FY 1998. This exten-
sion has allowed the participants to
continue their direct billing and collec-
tion efforts and has provided Congress
with additional time to consider
whether to permanently authorize the
program.

Because the demonstration program
is again set to expire at the end of FY
98, it is time to recognize the benefits
of the demonstration program by en-
acting legislation that would perma-
nently authorize it and expand it to
other eligible tribal participants.

I hope that my colleagues will sup-
port this important legislation.

By Mr. REID:
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