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God bless these fallen heroes. And may
God continue to bless the United
States of America.e®

——————

U.S. AGRICULTURE IMPORT
RESTRICTIONS

e Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am
pleased that last night the Senate ap-
proved S.Con. Res. 73, which empha-
sizes the importance of agriculture in
our trade discussions with the Euro-
pean Union. This resolution tells the
U.S. Trade Representative two things:
The elimination of trade restrictions
imposed on U.S. agriculture exports
should be a top priority in any trade
talks with the E.U. And no trade nego-
tiations should occur, at all, if they
will undermine our ability to eliminate
these trade restrictions in the next
round of ag talks at the World Trade
Organization in 1999.

Mr. President, on Monday the presi-
dent announced in London that the
United States and European Union will
begin negotiating a new bilateral trade
agreement. While I generally applaud
any initiative to further reduce bar-
riers to trade, I was dismayed to see
agriculture included on the agenda in
only a very narrow sense. The many
outstanding trade barriers the Euro-
peans have erected to our agriculture
exports have been left off the bar-
gaining table.

Currently, the trade in agriculture
between the U.S. and E.U. is very one-
sided. The Europeans keep out our
pork. They keep out our beef. They
keep out our feed grains that are ge-
netically modified. Their protectionist
policies hurt our farmers. And the Eu-
ropeans desperately want to keep these
policies in place at the expense of our
farmers.

So it’s understandable why the Euro-
peans want to avoid discussions on ag-
riculture. But I'm surprised the Clin-
ton Administration is willing to move
forward with this trade agreement and
ignore all the problems we have in ag-
riculture. They appear so anxious to
move the trade agenda forward, per-
haps to account for their inability to
gain fast track authority, that I'm
afraid the prospect for further liberal-
ization of agriculture trade will be
damaged in the process.

In 1999, a new round of agriculture
negotiations are to begin at the World
Trade Organization. These negotiations
will be critical to setting the rules for
global ag trade for the next several
years. It is a chance to build on what
was begun in the Uruguay Round
Agreement—which was the first major
trade agreement to address agriculture
tariffs, subsidies and nontariff trade
barriers.

The United States has much to gain
in these talks. We have the most pro-
ductive, efficient agriculture system in
the world. Our farmers can compete
with the farmers of any other country.
So if trade barriers to ag exports are
removed, our farmers will export more
of their production, their income levels
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will rise, rural communities will pros-
per and the trade deficit will be re-
duced.

The Europeans, on the other hand,
fear open competition in agriculture.
They continue to impose high barriers
to U.S ag products and to heavily sub-
sidize their own farmers. Many Euro-
peans view the next round of talks as a
threat to their agriculture industry.
They would rather avoid the negotia-
tions.

So we must use all available leverage
to gain concessions from the Euro-
peans. But I'm afraid we will surrender
some of our leverage in this new bilat-
eral agreement. In other words, if we
give away concessions now, we’ll have
less leverage when we turn to the ag
talks in 1999.

And that would give the Europeans,
who don’t want free trade in agri-
culture, the upper hand. And reduce
the likelihood that agriculture trade
barriers will be eliminated in the 1999
talks. That’s what this resolution says.
Do nothing that will weaken our nego-
tiating position in 1999.

But the resolution also says some-
thing else. It says make the elimi-
nation of restrictions on agriculture
exports a top priority in any discus-
sions with the European Union. To me,
this is just common sense.

The United States has a trade surplus
in agriculture products. The rest of the
world wants to buy the food and fiber
our farmers produce. So there is no
doubt that our farmers produce safe,
wholesome, high-quality products. Yet
the European Union does everything it
can to keep these products out of their
countries. Products sold all over the
world are not allowed into the Euro-
pean Union. So doesn’t it make sense
that the U.S. would seek to negotiate
to remove these trade barriers?

But these barriers are not on the
agenda for the upcoming trade negotia-
tions. And I think that is wrong. I
think it is unfair to our farmers. It
tells them that their issues aren’t im-
portant. We're just going to sweep
them under the rug. And go on to nego-
tiate other trade issues.

Well, Mr. President, now the entire
Senate is on record. The Senate has
stated firmly: Our farmers deserve bet-
ter. We will not stand by idly and let
you ignore the problems of our farmers
any longer.

I hope the administration takes no-
tice of our actions here today. And I
hope they immediately press the Euro-
pean Union to put agriculture back on
the bargaining table.

Again I thank my colleagues for sup-
porting this resolution.e

———

A TRIBUTE TO ROSS
PENDERGRAFT

e Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the memory of a long
time friend, Ross Pendergraft. He was a
good and decent man who helped make
his community and State a better
place. I extend my condolences to his
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family and friends, but especially his
lovely wife Donnie.

Ross passed away Sunday at the age
of 72 in Fort Smith, Arkansas, a city
he called home and where he was a
former executive vice president and
chief operating officer of the Donrey
Media Group, which owns five fine
newspapers in my State and more than
fifty nationwide. Donrey owes its great
success in a tough business in large
part to the efforts of Ross Pendergraft.

I knew Ross long before I entered
public life. He was a man of great per-
sonal integrity and professional accom-
plishment. He was a man of wit,
humor, and compassion who made a
deep impact on the life of his commu-
nity. He will be terribly missed by
those in the newspaper business and by
the thousands people whose lives he
touched not only in Fort Smith but
throughout Arkansas.

Born in Abbott, Arkansas, Ross was a
World War II veteran, and attended Ar-
kansas Tech University at Russellville
on the GI Bill, like so many of us did.
In 1948 he joined the advertising staff
of the Southwest Times-Record news-
paper in Fort Smith, and so began his
rise through the ranks of the Donrey
organization. In 1961 he was named
general manager of the Times-Record
and by 1990 he oversaw all Donrey
newspapers in the continental U.S. and
Hawaii. Three times he was named
“Man of the Year’” by the Arkansas
Press Association.

But he also found the time and en-
ergy to serve his community. He was
the first vice chairman of the Donald
W. Reynolds Foundation, a charitable
trust. He was a chairman of the Fort
Smith United Way, a president of the
city’s Chamber of Commerce, a former
member of the Arkansas Highway Com-
mission, and he served on the Arkansas
Action Committee as well as countless
other civic and charitable organiza-
tions.

Ross worked tirelessly to get better
roads in western Arkansas and to pro-
mote economic development in Fort
Smith, which is now among the fastest
growing regions in the United States.

Though Ross was a man who oversaw
more than 50 newspapers and bought
newsprint and printers ink by the ton,
he was never one to seek the limelight
or use his position for personal aggran-
dizement. So many of his good works
took place quietly, behind the scenes,
out of the public eye. He was a man
who loved his family, loved his commu-
nity, and loved the newspaper business.
And while my State is diminished by
his loss, it has been and will continue
to be enriched by the work that he did,
the causes he served and the example
he set.e

————

TRIBUTE TO B.L. “BUD” FREW

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 31, 1998, a long time friend and a
true hero of the agriculture world re-
tired. I rise today to pay tribute to
B.L. “Bud” Frew who presided over
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MFA, Inc. for twelve years as President
and CEO. Bud has been a most-trusted
advisor when it comes to policy and
issues that impact production agri-
culture and rural America.

Bud says that one of the most impor-
tant accomplishments of his tenure
was to instill the idea that everyone
has the opportunity to make a con-
tribution to MFA. He felt that the
honor in farming had reached a low in
the 1970’s. Bud took it upon himself
single handedly to raise the pride of
farmers back to the level of old days
when a handshake was a handshake
and your word was your word. Maybe
that is why he received Missouri Farm
Bureau’s highest award, Agricultural
Leaders of Tomorrow’s Recognition of
Leadership Award, Ag Leader of the
Year from Missouri Ag Industries and
Man of the Year for Agriculture from
Missouri Ruralist magazine.

He is experienced, wise, practical,
honest, reflects the collective common-
sense views of rural Missourians’ and
has the courage to fight for a position
that may not be fashionable. Addition-
ally, he has the quality that any doer
and great leader has. He knows how to
pick his battles and he knows how to
win those battles he picks. Those clos-
est to him know that Bud has the two
things it takes to be a successful busi-
nessman: character and integrity.

I am sorry to see him go because he
has been a hero for MFA and a critical
leader for Missouri agriculture. How-
ever, besides all this, Bud is my friend
so I am glad that he may have some
time for himself and his family. I hope
I am on his fishing invitation list.
However, I warn him that he will still
be called upon by me and my staff
when the tough questions arise. On be-
half of rural Missouri, I say to Bud,
congratulations and thanks.e

———

IN ANTICIPATION OF THE UNIQUE
SOUTH DAKOTA-MANITOBA EX-
CHANGE CONCERT

e Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I
would like to honor the concert band
from Tulare High School in Tulare,
South Dakota, and the Garden Valley
Collegiate school in Winkler, Mani-
toba, Canada for their participation in
a special spring concert to be held in
Manitoba on June 2.

This is an exciting opportunity for
these band members and students to
reach across the North American bor-
der, and together, promote the ex-
change of culture and ideas. The con-
cert promises to be a very celebrated
event, which should build bridges be-
tween these schools for a long time to
come.

I would like to recognize the leader-
ship of Sam Glantzow, band director at
the Tulare High School. He has dedi-
cated so much time and effort into see-
ing this important exchange take
place. Also, I would like to thank Paul
Moen, band director, and Karl
Redekop, principal, from the Garden
Valley Collegiate School. By extending
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an invitation across the border into
South Dakota, they have made an im-
portant contribution to international
dialogue and understanding. I admire
these teachers and administrators for
providing their students such a cre-
ative and unique opportunity.

I wish the students and teachers the
best of luck for a beautiful and success-
ful concert.e

———

THE IMPORTANCE OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY TO AMER-
ICA’S FUTURE

e Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, as a phy-
sician and surgeon, I've had the oppor-
tunity to witness everyday the remark-
able difference that medical science
and technology have made in people’s
lives.

In just the short space of time that
I've been practicing medicine—less
than 20 years—I’'ve seen how the prod-
ucts of medical research and develop-
ment—Ilasers, mechanical cardiac as-
sist devices, mechanical valves, auto-
matic internal defibrillators—have not
only saved but vastly improved the
quality of hundreds of thousands of
lives every year.

And as a physician, I can envision a
future in which science and technology
will roll back the current frontiers of
medical knowledge, identify the
causes, and eliminate most of the ef-
fects of the diseases that now plague
mankind. It’s absolutely astounding to
contemplate.

However, as a Senator, I've been af-
forded a different opportunity. And
that’s the opportunity to see, and
learn, and understand — not just medi-
cine—but America. And, as a Senator, 1
can envision the difference that science
and technology will make in the life of
our Nation.

Mr. President, as a country of immi-
grants we are a people drawn from di-
verse backgrounds and ideas. And there
is no doubt that this unique amalgama-
tion is one source of our remarkable
strength and resiliency. But as diverse
as our individual heritages are, a com-
mon thread runs through all of us.
That thread is our common heritage as
Americans, and it unites and strength-
ens us as well.

Our forefathers came to this land to
build a new life. Not surprisingly, they
in turn created a nation of builders. We
build homes. We build communities.
We build factories and businesses. But
most of all, Mr. President, we build fu-
tures—because we also build hope.

As a people, Americans rise to a chal-
lenge. And as a nation —to every chal-
lenge we’ve ever faced. At no time was
this more apparent than during World
War II when we were forced to make
drastic sacrifices to survive. The leg-
acy of those choices has driven our
economy and our policies ever since,
and one of those legacies is the federal
investment in science and technology.

Science and technology have shaped
our world in ways both grand and
small. We’ve put men into space and
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looked into the farthest corners of the
known universe. We’ve broken the code
of the human genome and begun to dis-
mantle previously incurable disease.
We’ve created a virtual world and a
whole new realm called cyberspace.
Yet, technology also surrounds us in
millions of little ways we no longer
even notice: the computers that run
our cars; the cellular phones that keep
us in touch; the stop lights, the grocery
store checkouts, the microwaves that
help our lives run smoother and faster.

In my Senate office alone, tech-
nology has made a tremendous dif-
ference—both in terms of helping me
keep in touch with the people of Ten-
nessee, and by helping them access im-
portant information.

For example, while in the past Sen-
ators kept in touch by phone, letter,
and trips to the state, today I regularly
schedule video conferences with Ten-
nessee schools—from the elementary to
the university level. In March I spoke
to the entire student body of George
Washington Elementary School in
Kingsport. Certain students were se-
lected by their teachers to ask ques-
tions, and the rest watched on closed-
circuit television. In April, I visited
with students from Austin Peay State
University in Clarksville. So, it no
longer takes a week-end to speak with
my constitutents face-to-face. At 11:50
that morning I was voting on the floor
of the United States Senate; at noon, I
was having a conversation with stu-
dents in Tennessee.

And thanks to the Internet—another
remarkable product of federal research
funds—this one funded by DARPA (De-
fense Advanced Research Projects
Agency)—my Senate Website not only
allows me to share my voting record,
press releases, and speeches with con-
stituents, it allows them to voice their
opinions and concerns and ask ques-
tions about issues before the Senate.

Our office also uses a digital cam-
era—which allows photographs to be
downloaded, printed, and disseminated
almost instantly. On a recent trip to
Bosnia, for instance, I took pictures of
our troops from Tennessee, downloaded
them into my laptop, e-mailed them to
local newspapers in Tennessee, as well
as to my Washington office where they
were posted on the Web for all to see.
The whole process took only a few min-
utes.

As we can see, today’s world runs on
technology, and through its invest-
ment in research and development, the
federal government has played a sig-
nificant role in creating it. In fact,
more than 56 percent of all basic re-
search is produced with federal funds.

Much of our economy runs on tech-
nology as well. Half of all U.S. eco-
nomic growth is the result of our tech-
nical progress. Technology helps pro-
vide new goods and services, new jobs
and new capital, even whole new indus-
tries.

Developments in chemicals tech-
nology, for example, have lead to the
production of new petrochemicals,
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