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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

DEWINE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that there now
be a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business with Senators permitted
to speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 15 minutes in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BIRTH OF JOHN BROWN

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President,
today, May 9, is the 200th anniversary
of the birth of a famous American who
remains probably the most controver-
sial figure in U.S. history. On May 9,
1800, John Brown was born. It is his
birth and his life and the institution of
slavery that I will speak about this
evening for a few minutes.

I grew up in eastern Kansas. As a
child, I played on the ground where
John Brown stayed most often while he
was in Osawatomie, KS. He was known
as Osawatomie Brown for his fighting
during the early phases of what led to
be the Civil War. He stayed at the
Adaire cabin. His brother-in-law was a
minister in Osawatomie. It was on
property which my grandparents owned
that the cabin was later moved, to the
park where the Battle of Osawatomie
took place. That park was dedicated by
Teddy Roosevelt. Such was the impor-
tance of what took place there in the
epic struggle in this country to end the
institution of slavery.

John Brown, the renowned aboli-
tionist, was hanged for his attempt to
incite a slave rebellion at Harper’s
Ferry, VA. Yet even though everyone
objects to his tactics, his death has be-
come ‘‘the symbol of every element op-
posed to slavery.’’ His contemporary,
Frederick Douglass, the great African
American abolitionist, acknowledged
that ‘‘John Brown began the war that
ended American slavery and made this
a free Republic.’’

This 200th anniversary is a reminder
of the heartache wrought by slavery in
America. It is a humble tribute to the
suffering of millions of African Ameri-
cans who lived and died under dehu-
manizing bondage. John Brown is a
part of that story.

He was born in Litchfield County,
CT, on May 9, 1800, and absorbed a deep
hatred of the pervasive institution of
chattel slavery early in his life. Once,
while herding his father’s cattle to
market a long distance, he watched as
a slave boy his age, whom Brown had
befriended, was violently beaten with
an iron shovel. He was acquainted with
the common forms of punishment

wherein ‘‘slaves were stripped of their
clothing, faced against a tree or wall,
tied down or made to hang from a
beam, their legs roped together with a
rail or board between them, and se-
verely beaten.’’ Such things surely mo-
tivated his increasing disdain. He in-
ternalized a passage from the Bible,
Hebrews 13:3, which says:

Remember them that are in bonds, as
bound with them; and them which suffer ad-
versity, as being yourselves also in the body.

The English Parliamentarian, Wil-
liam Wilberforce, and other people of
courage, had ended slavery in Great
Britain by 1807. Yet in John Brown’s
America, slavery thrived and grew as
the American cotton trade boomed
from 1815 until 1860, aggressively cap-
turing the European market. By 1860,
there were 4 million slaves in America.
No one knows the total number of
slaves from the time of the first set-
tlers in 1619 to the end of the Civil War
in 1865, but the number is staggering—
in the several millions.

Particularly during the 17th and 18th
centuries, multitudes of people had
been abducted from Africa to America.
Their month-long passage epitomized
the degradation to follow:

Segregated by gender, the blacks were
chained together and packed so tightly that
they often were forced to lie on their sides in
spoon fashion. Clearances and ships’ holds
often were only two to four feet high. In bad
weather or because of some perceived threat,
they had to remain below, chained to one an-
other, lying in their own filth. ‘‘The floor of
the rooms,’’ one 18th-century ship observer
wrote, ‘‘was so covered with blood and mucus
which had proceeded from them in con-
sequence of dysentery, that it resembled a
slaughter house.’’ Slave ships were smelled
before they were seen, as they entered the
harbor in heinous conditions.

It is said that slavery contemporary
to this time was the largest manifesta-
tion of human bondage in the history
of mankind. I ask, how could this great
nation, birthed in freedom, systemati-
cally and shamelessly reap great for-
tunes, in part, on the backs of ab-
ducted, brutalized people? How could
human beings be branded like cattle,
bought and sold at will in the middle of
a busy market place, ripped from their
families, raped with impunity resulting
in children who were then also
enslaved, lashed with bullwhips, mur-
dered without consequence, worked to
death, their very humanity mocked in
every possible way? One American
commenting on our slave trade over-
seas remarked, ‘‘We are a byword
among the nations.’’ It was in this evil
time that John Brown began to cham-
pion political and social equality for
African-Americans, as did a growing
number of abolitionist societies which
mushroomed in the 1830’s.

In 1850, the Fugitive Slave Act was
passed by Congress whereby harboring
people escaping from slavery, even to
the free states, became a Federal
crime. This crime carried a penalty of
up to 6 months of incarceration and a
$1,000 fine, which was a substantial sum
considering that the average daily

wage was $1.50. Moreover, the act pro-
vided that Federal agents would not be
charged in tracking escapees, even in
the North, forcing slaves back to their
masters. Consider that American taxes
were paying for this wretched service
of slave catching, in a country whose
revolution was synonymous worldwide
with a renowned liberty.

In protest, John Brown, like many
abolitionists of his day, provided as-
sistance to fugitive slaves seeking free-
dom in the northern United States and
Canada. Also, fugitive slaves lived with
him and his family, despite the threat-
ened penalties. At one point, he moved
his family to North Elba, NY, to live
with a community of escaped and re-
deemed slaves, to teach reading and
faming.

Another blow occurred in 1854 when
the Kansas and Nebraska Act was
passed by Congress, repealing earlier
legislation which had outlawed slavery
in the territory from which Kansas was
created. This new act allowed residents
to vote on whether or not slavery
would be adopted by the new state,
making it an option for the first time.
so Kansas and Nebraska could be slave
States.

It was the common thinking of the
time that actually what would happen
was Nebraska would become a free
State and Kansas a slave State; that
Iowans would pour over into Nebraska,
making it a free State; Missourians
would pour over into Kansas, and Kan-
sas would become a slave State; thus,
the balance would be maintained.

In response, John Brown and family
members moved to Kansas in 1855 to
oppose the expansion of slavery into
the western territories, as did a flood
of Free Soilers, as free state advocates
were called, from the East. The free
state epicenter was the city of Law-
rence, which attracted many Eastern
anti-slavery people and became a tar-
get for destruction by the Border Ruf-
fians.

During this time, pro-slavery forces
terrorized Kansan free state settlers
with beatings, shootings, looting, and
ballot stuffing. An English traveler ob-
served that ‘‘murder and cold-blooded
assassination were of almost daily
occurrence . . . Murderers, if only
they have murdered in behalf of slav-
ery, have gone unpunished; whilst hun-
dreds have been made to suffer for no
other crime than the suspicion of en-
tertaining free-state sentiments.’’ Nu-
merous Kansas conflicts included the
Wakarusa War, the sacking of Law-
rence, and the battles of Black Jack,
Osawatomie, and the Spurs. In this
brutal period, Brown became a national
symbol of ‘‘Bleeding Kansas’’ and the
free state struggle. During his 3 years
of activity in the Kansas Territory, he
orchestrated offensives against the
Border Ruffians, and helped to liberate
dozens of enslaved African-Americans
by force from Missouri farms. Sadly, he
participated, tacitly or overtly, in the
killing of 5 men at Pottawatomie
Creek in a shameful incident which



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3682 May 9, 2000
still haunts his legacy today. These
were dangerous times generating ex-
treme responses from both sides.

During the presidential elections of
1856, the conflict crescendoed, and the
central debate was slavery in Kansas.
That year, the new Republican party
‘‘emerged with a single plank in its
platform: Stop the bloody struggle in
Kansas; stop the spread of slavery in
the territories.’’ Finally, Kansas was
birthed a free state in 1861. Her motto,
Ad Astra Per Aspera—To the Stars
Through Difficulty, is an historic
truth, reflecting a people whose free-
dom had been won through unusual
hardship and conflict. This is the ex-
traordinary heritage of Kansas, and it
is linked with John Brown.

His actions in Kansas, followed by his
attempt to incite a slave insurrection
at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia on October
16, 1859 forced a renewed examination
of the institution of slavery and
strengthened the resolve of the North
to resist further expansion. President
Abraham Lincoln, condemned the tac-
tics of John Brown at the time of his
death as we all do now and did not ob-
ject to his execution on December 2,
1859 for treason against the state. Nev-
ertheless, Lincoln told an Atchison,
Kansas audience that Brown had
‘‘shown great courage, rare unselfish-
ness’’ and ‘‘agreed with us in thinking
slavery wrong.’’ On that December day
of his execution, his words rang pro-
phetically true, foretelling the coming
Civil War, when he stated, ‘‘I, John
Brown, am now quite certain that the
crimes of this guilty land will never be
purged away but with blood. I had, as I
now think, vainly flattered myself that
without very much bloodshed it might
be done.’’

Those were his words on the way to
the gallows.

In this fight for which he had sac-
rificed everything, John Brown’s ex-
cesses were as extreme as his hatred of
slavery. His willingness to shed blood
is wrong, should not be romanticized,
nor justified, no matter the cruelty of
the circumstances. Yet we should re-
member the sacrifices that he, and oth-
ers like him, both black and white,
made to procure the freedom of an en-
tire people. A contemporary, Franklin
Sanborn, summarized this best: ‘‘We
saw this lonely and obscure old man
choosing poverty before wealth, re-
nouncing the ties of affection, throw-
ing away his ease, his reputation, and
his life for the sake of a despised race
and for zeal in the defense of his coun-
try’s ancient liberties.’’

Therefore, let us remember this 200th
anniversary of John Brown and the
crooked path we walked as a nation to-
wards freedom for all.

f

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM H.
LEWIS, CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS,
U.S. NAVY

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I take this
opportunity to recognize the exem-
plary service and career of an out-

standing naval officer, Captain William
H. Lewis, upon his retirement from the
Navy at the conclusion of more than 27
years of commissioned service.
Throughout his distinguished career,
Captain Lewis has truly epitomized the
Navy core values of honor, courage,
and commitment. It is my privilege to
commend him for a superb career of
service he has provided the Navy and
our great Nation.

Captain Lewis is a native of New-
burgh, New York. He studied civil engi-
neering at the Ohio State University
on a Naval Reserve Officer Training
Command scholarship. He also received
his Master’s degree in Civil Engineer-
ing at Ohio State on an Environmental
Protection Agency Fellowship before
being commissioned as a Navy Civil
Engineer Corps officer in 1973. Captain
Lewis later attended L’Universita di
Perugia, Italy, and the Executive Pro-
gram at the University of Michigan.

His first tour of duty was at Naval
Station Treasure Island as the Assist-
ant Public Works Officer. He became
Treasure Island’s first Staff Civil Engi-
neer with the commissioning of Public
Works Center San Francisco Bay. He
also had tours as an Assistant Resident
Officer in Charge of Construction
(ROICC), ROICC San Francisco Bay
Area, with Western Division
(WESTDIV), Naval Facilities Engineer-
ing Command (NAVFAC), San Bruno,
California; an instructor at the Civil
Engineer Corps Officers School at Port
Hueneme, California; and as the Flag
Aide to the Commander, Naval Facili-
ties Engineering Command and Chief of
Civil Engineers.

In 1980, he served with the Seabees as
the Alfa Company commander for U.S.
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
(NMCB) SIXTY-TWO homeported in
my great State of Mississippi. The
MINUTEMEN were deployed to Rota,
Spain where they won the Battle E and
Peltier Award as the best Seabee bat-
talion in the Atlantic Fleet and entire
fleet respectively. NMCB–62 also served
in Roosevelt Roads where they rede-
ployed to build a Cuban-Haitian ref-
ugee camp at Fort Allen and was the
last full battalion deployed to Diego
Garcia. In 1982, he returned to
WESTDIV as the Assistant Head of the
Acquisition Department. In that capac-
ity, he served as the Air Force Pro-
gram Coordinator for the Space Shut-
tle facilities for the military Space
Transportation System program and
the design of the $220 million David
Grant Medical Center at Travis Air
Force Base, Fairfield, California. In
1985, he was selected to be the Deputy
Officer in Charge of Construction at
Travis AFB on the largest firm fixed
price construction contract awarded by
NAVFAC that year. In 1986, he became
the Staff Civil Engineer for Com-
mander, Fleet Air Mediterranean in
Naples, Italy responsible for the Navy’s
NATO Infrastructure Program and
Project PRONTO. In 1989, he returned
to Navy Public Works Center San
Francisco Bay as the Production Offi-

cer and participated in the disaster re-
covery operations from the Loma
Prieta earthquake. In 1992, he became
Vice Commander at the Western Divi-
sion, Naval Facilities Engineering
Command, San Bruno, California. In
1994 he became the Commanding Offi-
cer, Engineering Field Activity, Medi-
terranean, Naples, Italy in support of
the Fifth and Sixth Fleets and the De-
partment of Defense’s largest overseas
construction program, including the
Naples Improvement initiative, the bed
down of the 31Tactical Fighter Wing at
Aviano, Italy, and the force protection
efforts at Bahrain. In 1997, he reported
onboard as the Executive Officer, Naval
Facilities Engineering Command,
Southern Division (SOUTHDIV),
Charleston, South Carolina. On May 14,
1998, he became the 27th Commanding
Officer at SOUTHDIV.

Captain Lewis’ awards include the
Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service
Medal (third gold star), Navy Com-
mendation Medal (second gold star),
Air Force Commendation Medal and
Navy Achievement Medal (gold star).
He is a member of the Society of Amer-
ican Military Engineers and Tau Beta
Pi and is a registered Professional En-
gineer in the state of California. Cap-
tain Lewis is Seabee Combat Warfare
qualified, a member of the Acquisition
Professional Community and holds a
Level III (unlimited) NAVFAC Con-
tracting warrant as well as a Level III
(unlimited) Real Estate Contracting
Warrant.

Captain Lewis’ visionary leadership,
exceptionally creative problem solving
skills and uncommon dedication have
created a legacy of achievement and
excellence. The Great State of Mis-
sissippi has benefitted immensely from
Captain Lewis’ engineering leadership,
both during his time as a junior officer
serving with the Seabees in Gulfport,
Mississippi and in his present capacity
as commanding officer of SOUTHDIV.
As Commander, Southern Division,
Naval Facilities Engineering Com-
mand, Captain Lewis was instrumental
in completing projects throughout the
Great State of Mississippi, to include
critical waterfront projects at Naval
Station Pascagoula; planning and de-
sign of a future Warfighting Center at
Stennis, Mississippi, and a major Navy
Family Housing complex in Gulfport.

Captain Lewis will retire on May 12,
2000 after 27 years of dedicated commis-
sioned service. On behalf of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, I
wish Captain Lewis fair winds and fol-
lowing seas. Congratulations on com-
pletion of an outstanding and success-
ful career.

f

MYRA LEONARD—A LEGENDARY
LADY

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, this is an
occasion when I wish to attempt, with
a heavy heart, to pay my respects to a
dear lady who last week passed away.
Myra Leonard was a leader of the Pol-
ish-American community and the long-
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